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Forest Practices

British Columbia, Canada
The B.C.
government is
committed to
streamlining forest
practices
regulations while
maintaining high
standards for
environmental
protection.

British Columbia’s forests cover an
area the size of California and
Washington state combined. As the
owner of about 95% of these forests,
the B.C. government balances
environmental, social, and economic
values.
In 1995, B.C. introduced the Forest
Practices Code, a comprehensive set of
regulations to conserve fish, soil,
wildlife, recreation and other values on
public forest lands. While the Code
has been effective in protecting
environmental values, government has
found more efficient ways to deliver
the same high level of environmental
protection.

Developing a New
Results-Based Code
The B.C. government is committed to
streamlining forest practices
regulations while maintaining high
standards for environmental
protection. After years of pilot
projects and study, government has
now developed a framework for a new
Results-Based Code. Rather than
dictating how forest management takes
place, the new Code will describe the
actual on-the-ground results needed to
conserve fish, wildlife, soil, water and
other values. Companies will
determine the most appropriate
methods to use, and will be held
accountable for achieving these results.

Strict Environmental Protection
Environmental requirements under the
Results-Based Code will be sciencebased, measurable and enforceable,
and protect the full range of forest
values -- from wildlife and fish habitat,
to soil, forest age classes, and the
unique environmental features of an
area. Standards will link up with
international measures of
sustainability, and will be subject to
periodic scientific evaluation to ensure
their effectiveness. Where there is any
doubt about environmental impact,
then hard rules will remain in place
(such as streamside buffer zones to
conserve fish habitat). Companies will
rely on resource professionals and

A Results-Based Code
will hold companies
accountable for
achieving the results
needed to conserve
environmental values.
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With the increased
flexibility of a
Results-Based
Code, companies
will be better able
to demonstrate
environmental
stewardship,
address local

Example of Code Changes
The detailed requirements of the existing Code discourage on-the-ground
innovation. For example, during harvesting operations, a company may find
it would both save costs and benefit the environment to amend their
harvesting and road construction plans in their authorized area of operation.
Under the existing Code, companies can only make major changes to
cutblock boundaries if they revise their plans, submit the amendment to
government, and wait for government approval. Under the Results-Based
Code, companies are free to make this kind of decision as long as they meet
results needed to conserve forest values.

interests and apply
new advances in
forest
management.

forest management expertise to
determine the best methods to use to
achieve results. With the increased
flexibility of a Results-Based Code,
companies will be better able to
demonstrate environmental
stewardship, address local interests
and apply new advances in forest
management.

Tough Enforcement
Government’s compliance and
enforcement staff will hold companies
accountable for meeting the

requirements of the Results-Based
Code. Enforcement will include more
specialized staff, a focus on high-risk
areas, the ability to intervene where
environmental impacts are expected,
and public records of companies’
performance. Large companies have
achieved a compliance rate of about
98 per cent under the complex
regulations of the existing Code, and
high compliance levels are expected to
continue under the new streamlined
Code.

Consultation on Code Changes
Government has released a discussion
paper, and is consulting with the
public and interested groups to ensure
that proposed Code changes reflect all
interests. Forestry professor George
Hoberg is leading stakeholder
consultations and will issue an
independent assessment of his
findings. Legislation on the ResultsBased Code is planned for the fall,
with the new regulations coming into
effect in spring 2003.
Independent academic research has found that "British Columbia is a
leader in environmental forestry protection rules in comparison to the vast
majority of U.S. softwood lumber producing states."
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Information on the Code is available at
www.resultsbasedcode.ca

