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You’ve got Olympic mail
New e-mail feature automatically notifies businesses
about 2010 procurement opportunities

T

hanks to new features recently added
to the 2010 Commerce Centre website,
businesses throughout the province can
now be alerted by e-mail any time there
are 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter
Games procurement opportunities related to
their products or services.
“The new procurement engine at
www.2010CommerceCentre.gov.bc.ca is
critical to supporting the participation of
companies of all sizes, from all around the
province, in the business of the Games,” says
Brian Krieger, General Manager of the 2010
Commerce Centre. “The Province has always
said that it wants as many businesses as
possible to benefit from the Games and easy
online access to opportunities will help make
that happen.”
By signing up with the 2010 Commerce
Centre and adding their profile, companies
will begin receiving daily e-mail updates
on proposals that fall within their scope of
business. Once alerted by e-mail, companies
can then access detailed documents by
clicking on the attached links.
“The big news here is business opportunities
will come looking for you, and not the other
way around,” says Krieger. “The feature
went live on our site in March, so we’re
now open for business delivering relevant
business information directly to the inboxes
of companies interested in bidding for
contracts.” There is no cost for this service,
and Krieger says companies should sign up

now because a number
of opportunities have
already been closed and
others will close shortly.
Planning and staging
the Games will require
more than $2 billion
worth of goods and
services. Games
suppliers, sponsors
and licensees, tourists,
athletic teams and
official delegations
will spend a further
$2 billion in communities
throughout BC.
The procurement feature
will continue right
through the Games.
Also featuring powerful
browse and search
capabilities, the site will provide opportunities
in four main categories:
1) Direct opportunities, including
VANOC contracts, 2010 LegaciesNow
opportunities, venue construction and
Secretariat opportunities.
2) Olympic “family” opportunities,
including procurement from sponsors and
related organizations.
3) Major projects in preparation for the
Games, including the Richmond-AirportVancouver line and the Vancouver
Convention Centre Expansion Project.

Commerce Centre Web page
4) Major events and sport venue
development, like the 2006 World Junior
Hockey Championships and the 2009
World Police and Fire Games.
In addition, Krieger says companies that
receive 2010-related contracts will be
encouraged to list subcontracting RFPs
on the site for others to bid on. This will
expand the number of opportunities for
smaller companies to get involved. For more
information and to register your business
today, visit www.2010CommerceCentre.gov.
bc.ca.
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Keep those
photos coming

Bell Canada bookmarks
2010CommerceCentre.gov.bc.ca

We’ve had great response and

Bell Canada, one of Canada’s technology
titans and the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Games telecommunications partner,
has turned to the 2010 Commerce Centre
procurement engine to assist its sourcing
needs leading up to the games.

great success capturing photos
from around BC to include on
www.2010CommerceCentre.gov.bc.ca
– but we always need more.
We will continue to publish photos
that capture the beauty and diversity
of British Columbia and showcase
our province to the world. So send us
images that reflect the unique qualities
of your community – its natural beauty,
charm, or people. Each time a new
page loads on the 2010 Commerce
Centre web site, a new image appears.
The photos will also be downloadable
as part of our image library – giving
you the opportunity to share your
pictures in places you never imagined.
E-mail your jpeg images to
info@2010CommerceCentre.gov.bc.ca

The move sends a clear signal that British
Columbia technology companies and other
suppliers interested in helping Bell Canada
deliver on its sponsorship commitments
should bookmark the 2010 Commerce
Centre – today.
“The 2010 Games represent an important
part of Bell’s strategy to build our business in
Western Canada, and that includes seeking
partnerships, alliances and relationships with
local suppliers who can assist in delivering
the best technology possible for the games,”
says Justin Webb, Vice President, Olympic
Services for Bell Canada. “The 2010
Commerce Centre is a perfect opportunity
to access that local talent pool and connect
with people who can help.”
BC’s technology sector is one of the fastest
growing areas of the provincial economy.
Wireless, new media and information
communications technology companies are
attracting world-class talent, companies and
investment that can be leveraged for
Olympic success.
Brian Krieger, General Manager of the 2010
Commerce Centre, says Bell’s decision to
use the Commerce Centre site is just the
first of many such announcements in coming
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months. “Our site has been built to give
as many BC businesses as possible open
access to Olympic-related opportunities. Bell
may be the first to commit to the site, but we
fully expect all major sponsors and suppliers
to use the site to source the partners,
services and materials they need.”
The Bell Premier National Partnership
was the first major partnership awarded
by the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Games Organizing Committee
(VANOC). Bell has been chosen to provide
critical communications services required
to stage the 2010 Games in Vancouver
and Whistler, including a comprehensive
telecommunications solution, broadcast
support and Internet and portal services.
The sponsorship agreement represents a
$90 million contribution in cash, and a total
commitment of $200 million from Bell.
In making the announcement, Bell Canada
Enterprises President and CEO Michael
Sabia said, “Our employees and our partners
across the country are excited about this
unique opportunity to help bring the 2010
Games to all Canadians, making them truly
Canada’s Games. We’re ready to showcase
Canadian capabilities to the world.”

$4 billion

in procurement and economic opportunities
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Regional economic strategists
promoting Olympic opportunities

T

hroughout the bid process, Olympic
proponents made one thing clear:
the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Games should benefit all British
Columbians and leave legacies in every
corner of the province. Now, as Olympic
planning kicks into gear, a regional
economic development agency is ready
to help businesses throughout BC do
just that.
The On-the-Ground Regional Economic
Services program is best known for helping
local business cut through government red
tape and regulations to move projects and
opportunities forward, faster.
But Jim Cameron, the director of the
program, says connecting regional
businesses to the Olympics will be a big
part of his business in the weeks and
months ahead.
“We meet with business people
throughout the province all the time,”
he says. “We are letting them know the
BC Olympic and Paralympic Games
Secretariat’s 2010 Commerce Centre
is now up and running, and we will be
working with them to participate in the
procurement process.”
Cameron says community and business
leaders he talks with are excited about
business outreach activities already taking
place, citing the Winter Opportunities
Summits as one example.

3 billion
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The On-the-Ground Regional Economic
Services program began in November
2003. It places expert consultants
with extensive business and regional
economic development in six regions
around the province: Vancouver/Island
Coast, Thompson/Okanagan, Kootenay,
Cariboo, Northwest/Nechako and
Northeast. These project managers
help clients work through government
regulations such as environmental
assessments and First Nations
archeological issues to encourage
investment and business start-ups.
Their work results in shorter time frames
for government decisions, clears roadblocks
and, as a result, projects start sooner.
In one recent example, thanks to the work
of an On-the-Ground project manager
in Northern BC, a heli-ski operation is
up-and-running a year early, resulting in
$1 million investment into the region. The
operation should result in $10 million of total
investment in the years to come.
“Our regional person was able to get
the agencies working together,” he says.
“They were able to support this initiative
so the investor could move ahead this
year instead of next.”
Companies interested in finding out
more about how On-the-Ground can
assist them with Olympic and other
business opportunities can contact the
program’s regional project managers
(see sidebar).

250,000

On-the-Ground Staff in Regions:
Vancouver/Island Coast:
Jim Cameron, Director,
Nanaimo
Ph: 250-751-7259
E: Jim.Cameron@gems8.gov.bc.ca
Pat English, Business Consultant,
Sidney
Ph: 250-655-3736
E: p.english@shaw.ca

Thompson/Okanagan:
Randy Sunderman, Business Consultant,
Kamloops
Ph: 250-314-1842
E: sunderman@shaw.ca

Kootenay:
Kevin Weaver,
Cranbrook
Ph: 250-489-8592
E: Kevin.Weaver@gems2.gov.bc.ca
Diana Brooks, Business Consultant,
Radium Hot Springs
Ph: 250-347-9901
E: dbrooks.rhs@telus.net

Cariboo:
Gordon Borgstrom,
Prince George
Ph: 250-565-6407
E: Gordon.Borgstrom@gems3.gov.bc.ca
Tim Barry, Business Consultant,
Prince George
Ph: 250-565-9323
E: tim.barry@shaw.ca

Northwest/Nechako:
Butch Morningstar,
Smithers
Ph: 250-847-7797
E: Butch.Morningstar@gems3.gov.bc.ca

Northeast:
Bill Oppen, Business Consultant,
Dawson Creek
Ph: 250-784-0173
E: bill.oppen@shaw.ca
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Olympic and Paralympic Live Sites
Program begins creating legacies
British Columbia’s 2010 Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Games success won’t only be measured
in gold medals and personal bests. It will also
be measured by some of the community-based
legacies the Games leave behind.
The Ministry of Small Business and Economic
Development recently announced that seven
communities from Port Alberni to Hudson’s
Hope have applied for matching funds from the
Olympic and Paralympic Live Sites program
to build or upgrade existing sporting facilities.
The infrastructure construction will give high
performance and recreational athletes of all
ages better access to the facilities needed for
training and competition.

• Destination Osoyoos Development Society:
Construction of Southern Interior Figure Skating
Training Centre and renovation of existing
mezzanine into an off-ice training facility
• City of Trail: Renovations to the Trail Memorial
Centre’s Cominco Arena
• Bullhead Mountain Curling Club (Hudson’s
Hope): Construction of a three sheet indoor
curling rink and viewing area
Applications for the Live Sites Programs are
still being accepted, but time is running out.
Projects must be completed by March 31,
2006. Applications packages are available by
contacting the Ministry of Small Business and
Economic Development.

91 arts and culture groups
receive funding

The $20 million Live Sites program was
launched in late 2004 and provides 50 per cent
funding, up to a maximum of $330,000, for
community based projects. The recent round of
funding includes:

Any visitor to a recent Olympic games will tell
you that sport is just one part of the Olympic
experience. Arts and culture share the Olympic
stage, giving visitors a front row seat to celebrate
the host country’s culture and diversity.

• City of Port Alberni: Renovations, additions and
improvements to the Alberni Valley Multiplex
• Cowichan Lawn Bowling Club (Duncan):
Construction of Cowichan Lawn Bowling
Club Clubhouse
• Regional District of Comox-Strathcona
(Courtenay): Improvements and additions to
Comox Valley Sports Centre
• Thompson-Nicola Regional District
(Clearwater): North Thompson SportplexExpansion & upgrade of arena and curling rink

With this in mind, the Province’s Spirit of BC
Arts Fund helps British Columbia’s arts and
cultural communities prepare for the 2010
cultural Olympiad and leave 2010 arts and
cultural legacies throughout the Province.
Money is available through two programs in the
Fund: the Spirit of BC Opportunities Program
and the Spirit of BC Commissioning Program.
This month, 91 arts organizations from Bella
Coola to Burnaby and Kitimat to Kelowna,
with programs ranging from dance, music,

literature, art, new media, museums, theatre and
film, will receive almost $800,000 in grants through
the arts programs.
Applications for additional funding will be accepted
throughout 2005. For more information and to apply,
contact the Cultural Services Branch of the Ministry
of Small Business and Economic Development at
250-356-1718 or at
www.cse.gov.bc.ca/2010Secretariat/ArtsFund.

Community Committee Summits
creating a buzz for local products
Participating in Prince George’s Winter Opportunities
Summit is opening up new markets for a couple
manufacturing specialty products from wood
damaged by the Mountain Pine Beetle.
Until now, Arthur and Sharron Scamnell depended
on word-of-mouth to sell the beautiful wine and golf
ball boxes and serving trays they build with blue
pine left behind in the wake of the beetle infestation
in Northern BC.
The city’s Spirit of BC Committee gave the Scamnells’
products to dignitaries who attended the Prince
George summit in February, creating interest in the
couple’s boxes and trays.
When Arthur began crafting his products, he made
sure they were small so they could be given away
at conferences, meetings or tournaments – a perfect
strategy for the Games.
Using the Olympic opportunity to sell products was
never Arthur’s original intention, given his steady
customer base. But based on the response in Prince
George, he is very willing to see where the Olympicrelated business takes him in the next five years.

Contact us
This newsletter is published by the BC Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games
Secretariat. If you have suggestions about what else you’d like to see in this
newsletter or on the 2010 Commerce Centre web site, contact us at:
BC Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games Secretariat
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