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2003 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
Board of Registration for Social Workers 

in British Columbia 
 
 
 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
 
Ray Chapman, RSW  Chair, instructor, Douglas College & private practice  

Sherry Baker  Public member 

Sharon Coates  Public member 

Sharon Coflin, RSW   Project manager, Ministry for Children & Family 
Development 

Fran Grunberg, RSW   Instructor, Langara College 

Elaine Halsall, RSW   Social worker, Pacific Centre Family Services 

Anne Lindsay, RSW   Private practice 

Gayle Read, RSW   Mental health consultant, Ministry for Children & 
Family Development 

Brad Watson, RSW   Program manager, West Coast Family Resources 

Gloria Wolfson, RSW   Director of Social Work, University College of the 
Fraser Valley 

 
 
The Lieutenant Governor in Council appoints individuals to the Board of Registration on 
an annual basis pursuant to the provisions of the Social Workers Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, 
C.389.  The Act provides for a Board of 10 to 12 members, two of whom are public 
representatives, while the rest are Registered Social Workers.  The Social Workers Act  
and Rules define the responsibilities, powers and processes of the Board of 
Registration. 
 
 
The Board is grateful to the many Registered Social Workers who contributed to the 
Board in 2003 by serving on committees with Board members, responding to the 
consultation requests on social work practice issues, and providing advice in a variety of 
related areas of interest to the Board.  
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I COMMITTEES 
 
Inquiry Committee: 
Fran Grunberg (Chair), Sherry Baker, Ray Chapman 
 
Private Practice Committee: 
Ray Chapman (Chair), Darlynne Gehring, Anne Lindsay, Linda McDonald, Jim 
Pawson 
 
Finance Committee:  
Brad Watson (Chair),  Ray Chapman, Gloria Wolfson 
 
Registration Committee:  
Gloria Wolfson (Chair),  Brad Watson, Elaine Halsall 
 
Quality Assurance Committee: 
Elaine Halsall (Chair), Sharon Coates, Sharon Coflin, Lillian Ramsden, Debbie 
Jones 
 
Adoption Committee: 
Delma Hemming (Chair), Lisa Cowie, Joyce Masselink, Brad Watson,  
 
 
II  BOARD ACHIEVEMENTS AND HIGHLIGHTS 
 
In 2003 the Board focused on consolidating changes that had been achieved in 
the previous year. 
 
There was a significant increase in registration numbers as more employers 
recognized the value of requiring registration.  There is a growing interest in 
regulatory issues in social work and the Registrar was invited to meetings in 
Victoria, Kamloops and Kelowna.  Further changes in registration issues resulted 
in the development of detailed application requirements for those claiming 
knowledge, skills, and abilities substantially equivalent to a social work degree. 
 
The Board continued to publish the Private Practice Roster although it is no 
longer mandatory.  Requirements for approval were tightened up and exceptions 
to the requirements have been eliminated. 
 
An Adoption Committee was established which took on the task of reviewing the 
Standards of Practice in Adoption, which are now 5 years old.  Once this review 
is completed, the Committee will develop requirements for an Adoption Specialist 
Certificate. 
 
The BRSW submitted a request for amendments to the Social Workers Act to the 
Ministry for Children and Family Development at the beginning of the year.  We 
were informed that the Ministry wished to look at broader issues of regulation 
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throughout the social services sector first and therefore, no amendments 
reflecting policy issues would be made.  Later in the year, the Ministry approved 
proceeding with a miscellaneous amendment to address ongoing problems when 
board appointments are delayed or a board member resigns.  The Board has 
determined it will continue to advocate for substantial change to the regulatory 
framework. 
 
The Board also continued to work towards establishment of clinical registration.  
Initially the intent was to establish a specialist certificate, but this was changed to 
establishing a distinct category of registration which would recognize advanced 
skills in mental health and other clinical work.  Work continues towards this goal. 
 
The BRSW was accepted as a member of the Association of Social Work 
Boards, which comprises regulatory bodies across North America.  We were the 
fourth province to join this organization, which offers resources and consultation 
on regulatory matters in social work.  One of the key resources is a package of 
exams to be used for different levels of certification.  It is the intent of the BRSW 
to use their clinical exam once our clinical registration class is in place.  But we 
will also take advantage of other educational resources they offer. 
 
 
III COMPLAINTS 
 
There was one open case at the beginning of 2003.  Five new complaints were 
received in the year.  The outcome of these complaints was as follows: 

 
• Two complaints were dismissed by the Inquiry Committee 
• There were four open cases at the end of the year. 

 
The Registrar received calls about the practice of some social workers who are 
not registered.  Information was provided about any other complaints review 
processes that may be available to these callers. 
 
 
IV PRIVATE PRACTITIONERS APPROVED IN 2003 
 
 
 James Campbell Lynda Lougheed 
 Barbara Harris Ethel Whitty 
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V REGISTRANT REPORT 
 
There were 1,521 Registered Social Workers as of December 31, 2003.  Of 
these RSWs, 204 registered during the year.  Comparable figures for previous 
years are shown in the following table. 
 
YEAR 
 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 

RSW’S at year end 
 
1,079 
1,167 
1,208 
1,255 
1,238 
1,209 
1,176 
1,111 
1,084 
1,107 
1,125 
1,134 
1,199 

YEAR 
 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

RSW’s at year end 
 
1,244 
1,237 
1,242 
1,238 
1,202 
1,203 
1,257 
1,270 
1,277 
1,304 
1,361 
1,383 
1,521 

 
 
VI 2003 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
The auditors for the Board of Registration are Marsh and Marsh, who provided 
the Board with regular financial statements during 2003.  The year-end report for 
2003 is presented in this Annual Report.  In order to obtain an accurate 
understanding of the Board’s financial position, the following financial statements 
should be read as a unit.   
 
 


















	2003 ANNUAL REPORT
	Board of Registration for Social Workers
	
	MEMBERS OF THE BOARD


	YEAR
	RSW’S at year end
	YEAR
	RSW’s at year end
	VI2003 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

