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Greater Vancouver Regional Context
Introduction
This section examines the regional context for the Evergreen
Line. It covers the Provincial priorities and investments and sets
out the wider policies of the Greater Vancouver Regional District
(GVRD) and the aim of creating and supporting a sustainable and
compact Livable Region, as set out in the Livable Region Strategic
Plan (LRSP). This is followed by a more detailed assessment of the
three cities - Burnaby, Port Moody, and Coquitlam - within the
Northeast Sector, one of the fastest growing parts of the region.
An overview of the Official Community Plan (OCP) for each city is
presented, each of which set the context for the planning of the
Evergreen Line: shaping the future for the Northeast Sector.

Provincial Priorities

improvements included in the Gateway Program. These are just
a few of the projects designed to benefit the provincial economy
by improving the movement of goods, services and people
throughout the region.
Regional and municipal governments have been active as well.
TransLink is currently constructing the Golden Ears Bridge to
provide a much-needed link across the Fraser River between
Langley and Surrey on the south side, and Maple Ridge and
Pitt Meadows on the north side. TransLink is also investing in
road infrastructure throughout the region by committing
$236 million toward eight significant projects on the regional
Major Road Network.

Significant road and transit projects involving all levels of
government have been initiated in the past few years to respond
to the challenges of supporting the region’s growing economy
and safeguarding its high quality of life and natural setting.
Federal and provincial funding has facilitated improvements
to the Sea to Sky Highway, the Border Infrastructure Projects,
and the planned $3 billion investment in road and bridge
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Montpellier, France

Nottingham, UK

The federal and provincial governments have also been supportive
of rapid transit initiatives in Greater Vancouver, but the true value
of these investments cannot be fully realized until there is a rapid
transit network that can be utilized to provide quick and reliable
travel to most parts of the region. Both the Canada Line, expected
to open in 2009, and the Millennium Line, which opened in
2002 demonstrate the provincial and federal commitment to
transportation improvements to date.
In the early 1990s there were many significant planning initiatives.
As a result of the regional Creating Our Future dialogue, two
major plans emerged. The first was the joint Provincial/Regional
1993 Transport 2021 Long-Range Transportation Plan that called
for a network of rapid transit linking regional town centres in
Richmond, Vancouver, Surrey, Coquitlam, New Westminster and
Burnaby. The output from Transport 2021 became one of the
cornerstones of the Greater Vancouver Regional District’s (GVRD)
1996 Livable Region Strategic Plan (LRSP), which laid the
foundation for managing growth in the region. In 1996 this plan
was also approved by the Province as a regional growth strategy.

objective is to increase transportation choice by both focusing
growth in areas designated for increased development and
completing the rapid transit network to serve demand and act as
a catalyst for increased development. As individuals choose to use
the new rapid transit infrastructure, there is a resulting reduction
in traffic on the region’s roads, creating road space for the
movement of goods and services. This is a critical consideration,
as goods do not necessarily move only on the main highways; in
any urban region they rely on the entire network of roads and
in many cases goods movement can only be improved on these
roads by reducing car trips through providing people with viable
travel alternatives.
Within this context, TransLink is working to complete the rapid transit
network that was foreseen in the joint Provincial/Regional Transport
2021 plan as being in place by 2006. The Evergreen Line in the
region’s Northeast Sector will extend the reach of the maturing rapid
transit network and directly serve the cities of Burnaby, Port Moody
and Coquitlam and significantly improve traffic flow for both goods
and general traffic throughout the region.

In support of the LRSP, TransLink is committing funds to transit
expansion while the municipalities align their Official Community
Plans to meet the LRSP growth management objectives. A central
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Lyon, France

The Need
The actual and forecast population growth in the GVRD is adding
pressure to the regional transportation network highlighting the
need for additional infrastructure. At the same time, municipalities
throughout the GVRD are taking steps to accommodate growing
numbers of people. Without additional infrastructure to support
the municipal growth management plans however, this will be
difficult for many municipalities to achieve.
Within this regional context, the Northeast Sector is one of the
fastest growing areas in the GVRD with the population increasing
125% between 1976 and 2005 versus a growth rate of 85% for
the GRVD over the same period. The dramatic population growth
in the Northeast Sector over the last three decades has increased
the demand for both residential and commercial development in
local municipalities and placed additional pressure on the current
transportation infrastructure.
In addition to local area residents, the corridor is also a primary
thoroughfare for travel to Vancouver from points east, including
Port Coquitlam, Pitt Meadows and Maple Ridge, all of which
are experiencing strong population growth. As a consequence,
the current transportation infrastructure is carrying an increasing
volume of traffic, adding to the level of congestion and
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highlighting the need for additional capacity along the proposed
Evergreen Line corridor.
In an effort to improve the transportation in the area, a section
of Barnet Highway running northwest from Port Moody to
Vancouver was expanded to include a peak hour peak direction
high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane to improve traffic flow
along the corridor while encouraging alternatives to the single
occupancy vehicle. Beyond this roadway improvement, however,
opportunities to manage congestion are limited.
The transporation corridor in Port Moody is bordered by the
Burrard Inlet to the north and Miller Ravine to the south. These
geographic constraints combined with the existing development
along both sides of the entire corridor limit the scope and ability
to expand the transportation corridor. As a consequence, in
the absence of expanded capacity offered by the Evergreen
Line, the municipalities will likely be unable to achieve their
growth management targets while residents and commuters
face an ongoing problem with traffic congestion and limited
transporation options.
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Houston, Texas

The Background - Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD)
The LRSP, adopted by the GVRD Board in 1996, sets out four
fundamental strategies:
n Protect the Green Zone
n Build Complete Communities
n Achieve a Compact Metropolitan Region
n Increase Transportation Choice

The LRSP and its companion documents, the Transport 2021
Long and Medium-Range Transportation Plan, identify an
Intermediate Capacity Transit System (ICTS) -Light Rail Transit
- to support Regional Town Centre Development, increase
transportation choice, encourage transit use, and shape the
future pattern of growth. The Transport 2021 Medium-Range
Plan identified three corridors that warranted ICTS connections
including the corridor between Lougheed Town Centre and
Coquitlam Regional Town Centre.

“

Greater Vancouver’s
eight regional town
centres will accommodate
a large share of the
region’s future high
density commercial and
residential growth with a
high level of transit access
and interconnection.

”

GVRD- Livable Region Strategic Plan
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Regional Growth - The Northeast Sector
The case for the Evergreen Line is not solely based on a
“consistency with regional plan” premise. Since the LRSP was
adopted the Greater Vancouver region, and in particular the
Northeast Sector, has witnessed significant growth both in terms
of population and employment. If the sustainability aspirations
of the LRSP and competitiveness of the region are to be realized
then there is a need and urgency to invest now in high quality
transportation infrastructure. The analyses undertaken by
TransLink provides clear evidence that for the Northeast Sector
the Evergreen Line is the key investment to ensure that these
objectives are met within the next 10 to 15 years.

Population
The Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD) has experienced
significant population growth over the last 20 years and this is
projected to continue into the future. The GVRD developed the
LRSP in the early 1990’s to address the challenges associated
with the expected growth, of which a key component is the
establishment of a Growth Concentration Area (GCA) to
manage growth and encourage a more compact metropolitan
region. The Northeast Sector is within the GCA.
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The population of the GVRD in 2005 was estimated at 2.2 million
people - an increase of almost one million people since 1976.
The Northeast Sector communities comprised of Coquitlam, Port
Coquitlam, Port Moody, Anmore and surrounding areas, is the 5th
largest conglomeration in the GVRD.
Between 1976 and 2005, the GVRD population increased by
approximately 85% including a 37% increase between 1976
and 1991, and another 35% increase between 1991 and
2005. During that time, the population of the Northeast
Sector municipalities increased by more than 125% including an
increase of 53% from 93,000 people in 1976 to 142,300 people
in 1991 and another 48% increase to 210,700 people in 2005.
The populations of Coquitlam, Port Moody and Port Coquitlam
are expected to continue to grow faster than the regional
average. The GVRD forecasts that the Northeast Sector
population will grow to approximately 288,000 people by 2021,
which represents a 46% increase from the 2001 Census of
197,700 people. By comparison, the GVRD expects the regional
population to increase by 25% over the same time period from
approximately 2.1 million in 2001 to 2.6 million by 2021.
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Employment
The GVRD also expects employment in the Northeast Sector to
grow faster than the regional average to the year 2021, with a
65% increase from 64,175 people in 2001 to 105,750 people.
This compares to 35% growth in employment for the total
region over the same time period.
Existing and future investment in regional transportation
systems is seen to both support, and be supported by, growth
in population and employment opportunities in the Growth
Concentration Area. The implementation of the region’s SkyTrain
system has proven to be an effective tool in encouraging
concentrated population growth. Between 1991 and 2001,
population within a 500 metre radius of SkyTrain increased by
37%, faster than the regional average of 24%. The Evergreen
Line is planned to deliver a similar outcome, based on Transit
Oriented Development principles that are well established in
other LRT cities.
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The Municipalities - Official Community Plans
Long-term planning visions for the areas containing the proposed
Evergreen Line are expressed through the GVRD Livable Region
Strategic Plan (LRSP) (1996), the City of Coquitlam Official
Community Plan (2002), the City of Port Moody Official Community
Plan (2000) and the City of Burnaby Official Community Plan (1998).
Each of these plans envisions a rapid transit corridor that is generally
consistent with the planned Evergreen Line route.

City of Burnaby
The City of Burnaby Official Community Plan (BOCP), adopted in
1998, provides broad citywide policy and direction to guide the
city’s growth to 2006 and beyond. It is expected that BOCP will be
reviewed and updated after the completion of the current review of
the GVRD region-wide strategic plan.
The Lougheed Town Centre Plan does not officially recommend, but
indicates, a preliminary light rail transit alignment. The station site
is surrounded by a Core Area of land parcels designated for various
high density uses.

City of Port Moody
The City of Port Moody Official Community Plan, adopted in
November 2000, is currently in the early stages of a substantial
review. The existing OCP provides a broad overall planning vision
for development and service delivery for the City of Port Moody, as
well as specific neighbourhood plans at a finer scale. Maintaining
and capitalizing on Port Moody’s extensive community heritage
assets is a strong theme of the OCP, particularly in respect of the
Moody Centre neighbourhood.
The City of Port Moody OCP identifies infrastructure needs that
must be provided to realize Port Moody’s growth potential in
support of the GVRD’s LRSP, including public rapid transit. The OCP

Houston, Texas
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discusses traffic problems created by the large volumes of traffic
running through the geographically constrained south shore of Port
Moody, and transportation projects the City will pursue to deal with
the problems, including planning for the routing of rapid transit
through Port Moody to Coquitlam Centre.

n 40% of the City's total population growth between 1991-

2005 occurred in the Regional Town Centre
n Approximately 60% of the City's future population growth is

anticipated to occur along the LRT corridor including North and
Clarke Roads and within the Regional Town Centre

City of Coquitlam
Coquitlam Town Centre has become one of the most rapidly
developing regional town centres in the GVRD partly as a result
of the new City Hall civic complex, Douglas College’s David Lam
Campus, the Evergreen Cultural Centre, the Pinetree Community
Centre and nearby recreational facilities. Coquitlam Centre Mall
is one of the largest regional shopping centres in BC.
The City of Coquitlam Official Community Plan (COCP), adopted
in March 2002, provides a broad planning vision for land use
and service delivery across the city. It is noted in the COCP
however, that the City’s support for, and ultimate ability to
achieve, a rate of growth higher than the metropolitan region, is
contingent on appropriate regional-scale transportation facilities
being put in place in time to support such growth including a
rapid transit system serving Coquitlam’s Regional Town Centre.
The significant growth experienced by the City of Coquitlam and
the importance of the Evergreen Line for serving, sustaining and
managing this growth is highlighted by the following statistics
provided by the City of Coquitlam:

n Approximately 50% of the City's future employment growth

is anticipated to occur along the LRT corridor

Activity Centres
Significant among the key activity centres accessible via the
Evergreen Line are the local post secondary institutions including
Douglas College, Simon Fraser University and Coquitlam
College. Students are an important market for transit services
and together, these three campuses comprise between 25,000
and 30,000 students and staff.
The Evergreen Line also provides access to a number of
community, recreation and cultural centres located within a
reasonable distance of an LRT station.
The Evergreen Line will provide a rapid transit link between the
Lougheed Centre Mall and Coquitlam Centre Mall, Henderson
Place and Westwood Mall. Shopping malls are large trip
generators within the communities or regions they serve.

n Of the City's 650,640 m2 of total commercial floor space,

244,460 m2 (38% of the total) was added between 1995-2005
n Projected (2006-2021) commercial floor space, including

office, is estimated at 251,000 m2
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Montpellier, France - A Best Case Example
Introduction
Montpelier has a population of approximately 250,000 with half
a million in the wider metropolitan region. It is a university town
with an important medical school and is one of the fastest growing
cities in France. The tram opened in July 2000 and presently
75,000 people live within 5 minutes walk of the line. The route has
been designed to serve major centres of activity such as the main
hospital, university, exhibition centre and principal rail terminus.
Following the success of the first line, with over 20 million riders, a
second line will open in 2006, with a third line also being planned.
Greater train capacity is also planned for the first line to meet
demand. The LRT system is now the focus for new development
projects in the region.

System Details:
Route Length

15.2 km

Number of Lines

1

Number of Stops

28

Frequency

Weekdays – 15 minutes; weekends
9 – 15 minutes

Ridership

21.7 million per annum

Fare System

Purchase on board or at machine, Fares
same as bus

Light Rail Vehicles:
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Length

29.82 m

Width

2.65 m

Floor heights

350 mm/600 mm (partial low floor)

Capacity

64 seated+141 standing

Max. speed

70 kph
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