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FROM THE DESK OF PAT BELL
B.C. has such a rich heritage in
agriculture, it is important to honour
our past and recognize the pioneers
of this province. It’s farming and
ranching families that have formed the
backbone of the agriculture industry,
passing their knowledge down from
one generation to the next. I am very
proud to re-introduce the Century
Farm Awards to acknowledge farmers,
ranchers and agricultural institutes
that have been in existence for 100
years or more.
It’s family farms that we’re trying to
preserve and support through our
BC Agriculture Plan: Growing a Healthy
Future. Look for the release of our plan
this fall, which outlines a framework
for the future of agriculture.
We’ll also be celebrating B.C. agri-food
products later this month through
a province-wide Eat BC! program.
Consumers will be encouraged to eat
local agri-food products through a
variety of fun and delicious incentives.
Until next month,

Pat Bell

Comox Valley MLA Stan Hagen with Century Farm Award recipients Ken Keenan of Keenan Ranch, Gerry McClintock from the
Comox Valley Farmers’ Institute and Don Hurford of Haven Farms

Century Farm Awards
Honours Past, Celebrates Future
In recognition of B.C.’s pioneering farmers and ranchers, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands has broadened the Century Farm Awards. Comox Valley
MLA Stan Hagen was on hand at the Comox Valley Exhibition on August 25 to
present the awards to the Comox Valley Farmers’ Institute, Keenan Farm, and
Haven Farm.
Century Farm Awards are designed to honour farms or ranches that have been in
the family for 100 years or more. Award criteria was expanded to include families
who have farmed for over 100 years, but moved locations, and other categories.
Agricultural production in the Comox Valley region dates back to the 1860’s. The
Comox Valley and Delta tie for having the highest number of century farms in the
province based on numbers from the previous program.
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New Employee Hired to Strengthen
B.C. Agri-food Trade with Korea
Taewoong Hur began his new position with the Trade and Intergovernmental
Relations department of the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands on August 27.
Over a two-year period, Hur will be studying a number of areas including
Canada’s agricultural and rural policy. He will acquire insight into how our
government works with the private sector, various government support
programs for agriculture and rural residents, and how these programs are
actually implemented in the field.
In addition, Hur will be consulting the Ministry on the Korean agri-food
market to enhance trade with B.C. Hur hopes to contribute to improving
Korean agricultural and rural policy by applying the knowledge and
experience he will acquire in B.C. Prior to his new position, Hur was the
Director of Agricultural Credits and Cooperative division for the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry in Korea.
This opportunity is part of the B.C. government-wide Asia Pacific Initiative.

Organic Industry to Receive Support
from Extension Agent Position
The Certified Organic Associations of BC
(COABC) hired a new Organic Extension Agent
using their $100,000 grant from the Ministry
of Agriculture and Lands to fund the position.
Rochelle Eisen has been hired for the position,
which commenced on September 1, 2007.
She has worked for the B.C. organic sector
since 1989 and has diverse experience in all
types of land-based organic operations.
South Delta MLA and Parliamentary Secretary for
Agricultural Planning Val Roddick examines organic
fruits and vegetables at the Canadian Health Food
Association’s annual tradeshow in Vancouver.

President of COABC Deb Foote is excited
about the chance to have somebody devoted
solely to increasing the capacity of the
organic farming sector. B.C. is Canada’s leader
in organic production, according to the recently released 2006 Statistics Canada
Census on Agriculture. B.C. organic farms account for 16.3 per cent of all farms in the
province, compared to the national average of 6.8 per cent.
The COABC was formed in 1993 to administer organic regulations and oversee an
accreditation system. It has also had a leadership role in the development of new
national standards for organic producers.
www.al.gov.bc.ca

Did you Know?

Canada has become the world’s
largest grower of North American
ginseng in recent years, currently
accounting for more than 60% of
global production. Canadian
ginseng production is concentrated
in southern B.C. and southwestern
Ontario. Recent scientific research
shows that a regular dosage of
North American ginseng reduces
stress and fatigue, improves shortterm memory, reduces high blood
pressure, regulates blood sugar level,
reinforces the immune system, and
increases longevity.
Slow Food is an international
organization, founded in 1986 in
Italy, to counteract the spread of fast
food and the frenzy of the fast life,
the disappearance of local food
traditions and disinterest about what
people eat. Slow Food is also about
conviviality and rediscovering the
pleasures of the social aspects of
food. Today, Slow Food has more
than 85,000 members in 130
countries.
To respond to this newsletter, or for
more information, please e-mail:

al.Minister@gov.bc.ca

