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TEMPORARY RESIDENTS TO BRITISH COLUMBIA
2001-2005

+  Temporary residents in Canada are comprised of foreign workers, international students, individuals
in the humanitarian group (including refugee claimants), visitors and others. In this document, only
foreign workers, international students and refugee claimants are included.

+ In most of the past five years, more temporary residents came to B.C. than immigrants. During
the period from 2001 to 2005, an annual average of 41,314 temporary residents came to B.C.This
included 19,067 foreign workers, 20,557 international students and 1,690 refugee claimants. Over
the same period, an annual average of 37,911 immigrants arrived in the province.

Chart 1: Annual arrivals of temporary residents to B.C. increased in 2005 (flow)
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Chart 2: Both the flow and stock numbers' of temporary residents to B.C. are increasing

90,000
80,000 -~ ----- OFlow BStock —~— g2z~~~

60,000 -
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

50,000 -
40,000 -
30,000 -
20,000 -

" Flow number: the number of temporary residents identified as entering the CIC administrative system for the first time over a period
of time (usually one year).

Stock number: the number of temporary residents who present in the CIC administrative system on a specific date (usually reported as
of December 1st).
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FOREIGN WORKERS:

The number of foreign workers coming to B.C.
has been increasing steadily, and so has B.C’s
share of the total foreign workers to Canada.
In 2005, 22,917 foreign workers arrived in B.C.,
36% higher than 2001.B.C. received 23% of
foreign workers to Canada in 2005, up from
17% in 2001.

The stock number of foreign workers in B.C.
has also grown significantly. On December 1,
2005, there were 32,359 foreign workers

in B.C., more than double the level on
December 1,2001.

The major source countries of foreign workers
to B.C. were very different from those of B.C.
immigrants. During the five-year period from
2001 to 2005, Australia, Japan, the US, the UK
and the Philippines were the top five source
countries of foreign workers to B.C.Temporary
foreign workers from these five countries
represented 69% of the total foreign workers
to B.C.

Most foreign workers (68%) to B.C. went to
Greater Vancouver.This was much lower than
that of immigrants (88%) arriving over the
same period.

Chart 2: Foreign workers to B.C. by skill level
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Note: The skill level is based on the National
Occupational Classification System (NOC).

*  Most foreign workers to B.C.do not have skill
level information attached to their application.
This is because a large number of foreign
workers come to B.C. through youth exchange
programs and the agriculture worker program
where no skill level assessment is required.





INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS:

«  B.C.is an attractive destination for international
students coming to Canada.During the
period from 2001 to 2005, on average, there
were 20,557 international students coming
to B.C. each year, accounting for 34% of all
international students to Canada.In 2005,
19,124 students came to study in B.C.from
overseas.

«  The stock number of international students in
B.C.increased significantly during the five years
from 2001 to 2005 despite the fact that those
studying for less than 6 months no longer
require a study permit2.On December 1,2005,
there were 44,125 international students in B.C.,
24% higher than in 2001.

+ International students in B.C. study at different
levels. In the years 2001 to 2005, 26% of
international students studied at primary or
secondary schools; 24% at a trade’s level; 21% at
university level; and the rest (29%) at a college
or other post-secondary institution.

+  South Korea has been the top source country
of international students to B.C.for many years
and Korean students represented 33% of
international students to B.C. during the five
years from 2001 to 2005.This was followed by
Japan (15%), Mainland China (14%), the US (6%)
and Taiwan (5%).

Chart 3: Three quarters of international students to B.C. studied in the Greater Vancouver Area
(2007-2005, flow)
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2With the implementation of the federal Immigration and Refugee Protection Act in 2002, international students no longer need a
study permit if their course or program is for six months or less. As a result, current international student data no longer includes all of

the international students in Canada.





REFUGEE CLAIMANTS:

Refugee claimants are not permanent
residents of Canada and are different from
immigrants in the Refugee Class.They are
temporary residents in the Humanitarian
Population category who seek refugee
protection upon or after arrival in Canada.
A refugee claimant whose claim is accepted
may apply for permanent residence in

The stock number of refugee claimants in
B.C.also decreased significantly from 2001 to
2005.0n December 1, 2005, there were 5,424
refugee claimants in B.C., down from 10,343
in 2001.

The major source countries of adult refugee
claimants: to B.C. were Mainland China,
Honduras, Mexico, India and Iran. Refugee

Canada. claimants from these five countries accounted
for 57% of all refugee claimants to B.C.during
the three-year period from 2003 to 2005.

+  The number of refugee claimants to B.C. has
dropped dramatically during the five years
from 2001 to 2005, reflecting a national trend.
In 2005, 931 refugee claimants came to B.C,,
down from 2,929 in 2001.Throughout the
period from 2001 to 2005, 6% of Canada’s
refugee claimants came to B.C.

«  Over the same period, refugee claimants to
Canada dropped 59% from 43,604 in 2001 to
17,975 in 2005.

Chart 4: Refugee claimants to Canada and B.C. dropped significantly from 2001 to 2005 (flow)
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Data source:
Facts & Figures, Citizenship and Immigration Canada

3Due to data availability, source countries are only reported for adult refugee claimants who were aged 18 and over when
they came to Canada during 2003 to 2005.
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