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•	 Refugee	immigrants	to	Canada	are	comprised	of	Government	Assisted	Refugees,	Privately	
Sponsored	Refugees,	Asylum	Refugees,	and	their	Dependants	Abroad.	


During	the	five-year	period	from	2002	to	2006,	an	annual	average	of	2,088	refugees	made	B.C.	their	
home,	representing	7%	of	all	refugees	coming	to	Canada.	This	percentage	was	much	lower	than	
B.C.’s	share	of	all	immigrants	to	Canada	(16%)	during	the	same	time	period.


Chart 1: B.C.’s share of refugee immigrants to Canada


Of	the	10,440	refugees	who	arrived	in	B.C.	during	the	period	from	2002	to	2006:
-	 40%	were	Government	Assisted	Refugees;
-	 11%	were	Privately	Sponsored	Refugees;
-	 36%	were	Asylum	Refugees;	and	
-	 13%	were	Dependants	Abroad.


•	 Close	to	half	of	B.C.	refugees	came	as	children	and	youth.	During	the	period	from	2002	to	2006,	
48%	of	refugees	arriving	in	B.C.	were	under	the	age	of	25.	In	comparison,	35%	of	all	B.C.	immigrants	
arrived	as	children	and	youth	over	the	same	period.	


•


•
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Data for this report was extracted from CIC’s administrative 
database in January, 2007. The data may differ slightly from the 
official statistics as published by CIC at http://www.cic.gc.ca



http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/research/menu-fact.html#2006





Immigration Policy & Intergovernmental 
Relations Division 


Multiculturalism and Immigration Branch


ministry	of	Attorney	General	and		 	
minister	Responsible	for	multiculturalism	


www.ag.gov.bc.ca/immigration


Chart 2:  A higher share of refugees came to B.C. as children and youth (2002-2006 arrivals)
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•	 The	top	five	source	countries	1	of	refugees	to	B.C.	were	Afghanistan,	Iran,	mainland	China,	Colombia	
and	Sudan.	Over	the	period	of	2002	to	2006,	41%	of	refugee	immigrants	to	B.C.	arrived	from	these	five	
countries.	however,	the	major	source	countries	of	refugees	to	B.C.	varied	a	lot	across	different	refugee	
categories.	(see	Table	1)


Table 1:  Top three source countries of refugees to B.C. by immigrant  
category (2002-2006 arrivals)


Immigrant Category
Top 3 source 
countries


% in the 
category


Government	Assisted	Refugees Afghanistan 20%
Iran 13%


	 Sudan 10%
Privately	Sponsored	Refugees Pakistan 17%


Afghanistan 14%
	 Iraq 9%
Asylum	Refugees mainland	China 13%


Iran 9%
	 fiji 9%
Dependants	Abroad mainland	China 36%


India 10%
	 Pakistan 8%


Data	source:	
landed	Immigrant	Database,	Citizenship	and	Immigration	Canada


most	refugees	(56%)	to	B.C.	could	
speak	english	and/or	french	
when	they	first	arrived.	This	was	
comparable	with	B.C.	immigrants	in	
all	immigration	classes.	


•	 A	relatively	lower	percentage	
of	refugees	(aged	25+)	came	to	
B.C.	with	university	education	
(16%),	compared	to	that	of	all	B.C.	
immigrants	(52%).	most	refugees	
(61%)	arrived	with	secondary	and	
less	education	and	23%	of	them	
arrived	in	B.C.	with	college	or	trade	
certificates.	


•	 Compared	to	B.C.	immigrants	in	
all	immigration	classes,	refugees	
to	B.C.	were	more	likely	to	settle	in	
Greater	Vancouver.	This	is	primarily	
due	to	the	policy	that	CIC	places	all	
Government	Assisted	Refugees	to	
B.C.	in	this	area.		Of	all	refugees	to	
B.C.	from	2002	to	2006,	95%	made	
their	home	in	Greater	Vancouver.	


•


1	Immigrants’	last	permanent	residence	is	reported	as	the	source	country	in	this	
report.	It	is	possible	that	source	countries	are	different	from	refugee	immigrants’	
home	countries	because	many	refugees	come	to	Canada	directly	from	refugee	
camps	located	outside	of	their	home	countries.		
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