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New StrongStart BC
Centre Will Help Pouce
Coupe Children
POUCE COUPE - A new
StrongStart BC early learning centre
at Pouce Coupe Elementary in the
Peace River South School District
will open this fall, announced Peace
River South MLA Blair Lekstrom, one
of 99 StrongStart BC centres that
have been announced across the
Province today.
“The provincial government is
committed to giving young learners
the tools they need to succeed in
school,” said Lekstrom. “The flexibility
of the new Pouce Coupe Elementary
facility makes it possible for the
Village to facilitate a number of
programs, and it’s great to see that
happening already.”
StrongStart BC is a free drop-in
early learning program for preschool-aged children accompanied
by a parent or caregiver. A qualified
early childhood educator leads
activities, including stories, music,
and arts, to help children grow
linguistically, emotionally and
socially, and become comfortable in
a school-like setting.
All of B.C.’s 60 school districts
have been offered the opportunity to
participate in the StrongStart BC
program. The Province has committed
$38 million to fulfil a 2008 throne
speech commitment to expand the
StrongStart BC program. StrongStart
BC centres also help fulfil
government’s election platform and
throne speech commitments to use
underutilized school district space as
centres to deliver early-learning
services. Today’s announcement will
bring the total number of
StrongStart BC centres to 200 across
the province.
The Peace River South School
District will receive $50,000 for the
new StrongStart BC centre. This
includes $20,000 to prepare the
in-school space, including
renovations and the purchase of new
equipment and learning materials
and up to $30,000 to fund the first
year’s operating costs, including
staff, professional development,
supplies and healthy snacks.
Continuing centres receive a $30,000
operating grant each year.
The StrongStart BC centres are
helping the Province reach its goal of
making B.C. the best-educated, most

literate jurisdiction on the continent. In which is currently conducting a feasibility
addition, the Province has created the study on offering all-day kindergarten
Early Childhood Learning Agency,
for five-year-olds and optional all-day

preschool for children aged three and
four by 2012.
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Police investigate Break In and
Vandalism to Parkland School
At approximately 6:30 pm on
Sunday June 22, police responded to a
break in at the Parkland School. Police
attended to find a window had been
smashed and entry gained to the
school. The exterior walls and playground equipment had also been spray
painted. Repairs, including repainting
th exterior of the school, were completed at considerable public expense.
Dawson Creek RCMP are continuing their investigation and believe that
those responsible may have been riding ATV’s and reside in the Farmington
area. Anyone with information is asked
to contact the Dawson Creek RCMP at
784-3700 or Crime Stoppers.

Peace Country Spotlight
15, a John Deere excavator was taken
from a construction site near the Paradise Valley subdivision.
Subsequent investigation by the
Dawson Creek RCMP determined that
the excavator had been removed from
the worksite without permission by a
male who owns 25 per cent of the
shares of the company. The shareholder
has admitted to taking the excavator.

Vandalism
Dawson Creek RCMP are investigating several counts of vandalism that occurred during the evening of Friday,
June 13 in the early morning of June
14th.
The vandalism consisted of several
large rocks being thrown through the
windows of businesses and vehicles.
The RCMP are seeking the public’s asJohn Deer excavator stolen?
In the early morning hours of June sistance in identifying the person re-
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sponsible for the vandalism.
Anyone with information regarding
these acts are asked to cal the Dawson
Creek RCMP at 250-784-3700 or
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS
(8477)
Tools stolen
On Friday, June 6, Dawson Creek
RCMP received a report of theft of a
large amount of hand tools from the
work site at the louis Dreyfus Grain Terminal.
The suspects entered the louis
Dreyfus compound and broke into a
locked enclose trailer. The thieves then
absconded with approx imately
$10,000 worth of tools and equipment.
Anyone with information relating to
this theft are asked to call the Dawson
Creek RCMP or Crime Stoppers a
1-800-222-TIPS (8477)

The Fort St. John Hospital Foundation’s “Slice for Life” Campaign has
reached a major milestone, having surpassed the $300,000 mark towards the
goal of $1.3 million for a CT Scanner at
the Fort St. John Hospital and Health
Centre.
Last week the Foundation received a
$20,000 donation from Pimm Production Services officially becoming the
first business to purchase a full slice of
the 64 slice machine. Rotarians of Fort
St. John, at today’s Rotary luncheon
sponsored jointly by the Sunrise Rotary
and the Fort St. John Rotary, presented
the Foundation with a cheque for
$21,000 for another full slice of our CT
Scanner.
At the luncheon, Executive Director
Janice Isberg explained to the assembled Rotarians that the CT Scanner will
fundamentally change the way we are
able to deliver health care services to
our community and that a CT Scanner
is vital if we are to recruit and retain
health care providers for our community. The “Slice For Life” Campaign
has raised enough money to purchase
16 slices of the 64 slice machine.

Nearly Neil is a tribute to neil Diamond by the talented Bobby Bruce.
Bruce is the number one Neil Diamond tribute artist in North America.
Also performing is local bluegrass artist
Peter Priebe. The event will be held at
the LIDO Theatr, located at 10156 100
Ave in Fort St. John.
This event runs both June 27 and
28, doors will open at 7 p.m. and the
show will begin at 8 pm. This is a plus
19 event and tickets are $35 at the
door. Donations will be given to the
Women’s Resource Center. For more information call 785-1597.
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Review makes Wood for good climate
recommendations
VICTORIA - The Province will
accept three interim recommendations
from the Farm Assessment Review
Panel to improve farm assessment regulations, Rick Thorpe, Minister of
Small Business and Revenue and
Minister responsible for BC
Assessment, announced.
The first three interim recommendations include: suspending any further large-scale farm classification
projects by BC Assessment until the
panel report is received and decisions
are made (properties having farm status on all or part of the land area in
2008, and on which there has been no
substantial change in the farm operation, will retain farm status for 2009);
having BC Assessment use a professional agrologist to provide technical
advice where necessary regarding
farming practices as they relate to
assessment and farm classification;
and having the Ministry of Small

Business and Revenue consider using
federal income tax information to
determine farm income, subject to a
further feasibility analysis by ministry
staff. The panel is conducting a
provincewide, comprehensive review
of farm assessment regulations, with a
focus on simplifying and streamlining
rules and procedures, while ensuring
fairness and transparency.
“The panel is looking forward to
hearing from British Columbians
about ways to improve the farm
assessment process, while continuously improving customer service,” said
panel co-chair Blair Lekstrom, Peace
River South MLA and Parliamentary
Secretary for Rural Development.
More information on the Farm
assessment Review Panel, including
opportunities for public input is available
at
www.sbr.gov.bc.ca/Farm_Assessment
_Review.htm.
- Contributed

Mine permit gives go
ahead for Ruby Creek
VICTORIA - The Ministry of
Energy, Mines, and Petroleum
Resources has issued a Mines Act permit that will allow Adanac Moly
Corporation to develop a $414-million
molybdenum mine at Ruby Creek near
Atlin, Minister of State for Mining
Kevin Krueger announced recently.
“This project is another example of
the vibrant mining sector at work in
British Columbia,” said Krueger.
“Ruby Creek mine will create approximately 550 jobs during the construction
phase and approximately 250 direct
jobs during the operations phase, greatly benefiting the local economy.”
The project includes an open pit
mine that would operate at 20,000
tonnes per day. Construction is expected to take approximately two years and,
once in production, the mine is expected to operate for more than 20 years.
The province granted the project an
environmental assessment certification
2007, following a comprehensive
review by BC’s Environmental
Assessment Office.
The Taku River Tlingit First Nation
participated in the technical working
group and was involved in all aspects
of the review.
“According to a recent industry
report, mining in BC is a $6.9-billion
industry, and BC’s minerals economy
has generated more than 28,000 familysupporting jobs in over 50 communities, with salaries averaging $101,900
including benefits,” said Krueger.

The province has opened eight new
mines in the last three years and there
are currently more than 20 potential
mine development projects.
- Contributed

By Bruce Lantz
FORT ST. JOHN – In this
era of climate consciousness,
wood could be a saviour, says
an expert form the Council of
Forest Industries (COFI).
Chris Lear, COFI’s manager of forest education, told a
Fort St. John and District
Chamber of Commerce luncheon that one way to “tackle
climate change is . . . use
wood”.
Noting that the world is
being asked to leave a smaller
carbon footprint, he stressed
that forests mitigate the effects
of climate change. Lear noted
that every cubic metre of a tree
absorbs a tonne of carbon
dioxide.
“Forests, over time, are carbon neutral,” he said adding
that BC has 60 million
hectares of forest.
Lear said builders should
consider using more wood in

construction,
since
other
materials like
concrete
or
brick leave a
heavier carbon
footprint. For
example, he
noted,
29
tonnes of carbon
are
sequestered in
a typical wood
frame house –
far more than
the
alternatives. And as
for
energy
costs, wood is
Bruce Lantz photo
400 times bet- Chris Lear, manager of forest education for
ter than steel the Council of Forest Industries, tells the
and 10 times monthly luncheon of the Fort St. John and
better than con- District Chamber of Commerce using wood
crete in resist- products helps offset climate change.
ing heat flow. Plus it can be
“Wood is a natural part of
recycled, renewed and reused the solution” to climate
– over and over again”, he said change, he said.

