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For the past five years there has been comment in the Legislative
Library’s report on the effect that the renovation of the Legislative Build
ings has had upon the work and service of the Library.
Last year’s report
said little of the subject and it was hoped that in 1978 the Library would
experience few problems as a result of the renovation.
It was a false hope.
During the past year work has been under way in every corridor of the
Buildings that provides access to the Library and finding one’s way to the
Reference Desk has often been a major undertaking. Indeed, the Librarian,
returning from a short holiday.,, had to make four separate attempts to
reach the Library before finding one route that was open.
In addition, renovation was undertaken on the Members’ offices
and the Members and their caucus staffs were moved to Harbour Towers, some
two long blocks from the Buildings.
The consequence of problems of access
and of the separation of the Members from the Library can be seen in the
statistics, which show a distinct decrease in the area of reference questions.
It may be too much after five years to hope for permanent relief from the
construction work and its effect upon the Library’s service but one still
must hope that all things,. even renovation, come to an end.
Computer-Based Cataloguing
The decision to join with other libraries in the Province in making
use of the University of Toronto Library Automation Systems (UTLAS) catalogue
support system and to become a member of the British Columbia Union Catalogue
(BCUC) project was made after much consideration. A formal agreement with
UTLAS was signed in August and the Library was accepted as a member of BCUC
in September.
Although the delivery of the terminal for making use of the UTLAS
records has been inordinately delayed, it is expected that the transition to
automated cataloguing will be completed in the early months of 1979. The
card catalogue will be ‘closed’, that is, frozen in its existing state, and
all future records of the Library’s holdings will be on COM fiche.
CIP (Cataloguing—in—Publication)
Last year’s report noted the visit of two senior staff members from
the National Library of Canada to discuss a formal agreement under which the
Legislative Library would become the official agent for providing CIP data for
British Columbia government publications.
The agreement was signed on behalf
of the British Columbia Government by the Provincial Secretary and Minister of
Travel Industry in May. British Columbia thus became the first provincial
government to agree formally to participate in the federal program administered
by the National Library and is, in fact, still the only province to be provid
ing cataloguing data within its publications under the national scheme, although
Ontario, which entered into a similar agreement shortly after British Columbia,
has indicated that CIP information should begin appearing in its government
publications next year.
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Under the program essential bibliographical information needed for
library cataloguing of an item is supplied to the author ministry or to the
Queen’s Printer prior to printing so that it appears——usually on the reverse
of the title page--within the publication.
There are two main benefits from
providing the information in this way;
first, the obvious assistance it
gives to libraries in cataloguing the item and in making it quickly accessible
to the public; second, the means it provides for identifying individual pub
lications easily and efficiently.
The demands of the program on the Library, however, are heavy and
the present routines involved in working with the National Library are cumber
some. Last year’s report indicated that the amount of time required to pro
cess one volume for the CIP program was substantially more than that for a
volume entering the Library’s collection. The time has not decreased in the
present year but once again it should be emphasized that in view of the re
duction in processing costs incurred by other libraries and the reduction in
the time required to make the publication accessible to the public, the pro
gram and the demands it makes appear to be fully justified.
It also should be
noted that, in the absence of a provincial government publications distribution
centre, only the Legislative Library can provide such a cataloguing service,
given the necessity for confidentiality in the handling of unpublished govern
ment material.
Working together with the National Library has not been without its
moments of frustration——not because of lack of co—operation on the part of
the National Library but because of the lack of satisfactory means of coxtanunica—
tion. Under the national CIP program all cataloguing information has to be
checked and verified by the National Library before it can be accepted for use
in the publication. The postal service does little to speed the process of
verification and the telephone, which the National Library is generous in
using, is not a fully satisfactory alternative in the case of cataloguing
copy. A telefacsimile network has been suggested by the National Library but
present federal budget restrictions have cut short plans for such an installa
tion.
In spite of the difficulties.~ of long distance cataloguing co-opera
tion, however, the arrangement with the National Library has proved to be
extremely useful.
Under their supervision we are assured that the CIP data
in British Columbia government publications is in accordance with national
and international standards.
Even more important from the point of view of
disseminating information about provincial publications is the National
Library’s policy of entering all bibliographical information approved for
British Columbia publications into their data banks for distribution by CAN.
MARC tape and through the national bibliography, Canadiana, immediately
upon publication.
The number of items for which CIP was supplied during the year
remained close to the previous year’s total.
The Cataloguing Department’s
major problem in carrying out the program is still the difficulty in securing
the material to be processed. With no central distribution agency for
provincial publications yet established, the Library has to rely completely
upon the co—operation of ministries and particularly the Queen’s Printer.
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As last year’s report lamented, voluntary co—operation and goodwill are
productive only to a degree and many useful items are published without
CIP information simply because they have not been made available to the
Catalogue Department before publication.
Computer—Based Information Service
Use of the Library’s on—line information retrieval service continued
to grow steadily during the year. During the summer the demand for service
from staff on special research projects grew to the extent that limitations
were considered.
Training in the use of the terminal and in on—line search
techniques is being expanded so that all librarians on the reference staff will
be able to make use of the facility although the supervision of the service
and the monitoring of its use will continue to be assigned to one or t~o
staff members to ensure efficiency.
Two new bases were added during the year, the index to the Toronto
Globe and Mail and The Canadian Council on Social Development data base.
The
Globe and Mail service has proved to be of great assistance, particularly in
meeting Member’s requests.
Shelving Notation for Government Publications
John MacEachern, Head of the Government Publications Division, has
devised a shelving code to assist in the filing and retrieval of government
publications.
In the past these publications have been placed on the shelves
using only the identification published in each volume, a task that has largely
required trained librarians in order to achieve accuracy. With the newly—
developed coding system, which was applied to provincial documents other than
British Columbia for an eight-month trial period and which proved eminently
feasible, itwill be possible to assign both the shelving and the retrieval
of document material to the clerical staff as has always been the practice
with the classed book and the periodical collections.
Copies of the coding system have been forwarded to a member of
libraries in the hope that the system may prove useful to other institutions
faced with the difficult task of processing and retrieving government publica
tions.
Publications
The Library issues two monthly checklists to assist in the use of
material.
The monthly list of recent accessions is designed espeàially for
Members and their research staffs to keep them informed about useful material
added to the collection.
The second, the Monthly Checklist of British Columbia Government
Publications, continues to be of wide interest to librarians and research
workers throughout Canada. Requests to be placed on the mailing list far
exceed the Library’s ability to produce sufficient copies to meet the demand
and distribution is limited, therefore, to the larger Canadian academic and
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public libraries, to Canadian Legislative libraries, and to school district
resource centres in British Columbia.
In an effort to encourage wider
circulation, the Library places no restriction on photocopying of the list
and co-operates with the Open Shelf Division of the Library Services Branch
in making an abbreviated version of the checklist available for publication
in the British Columbia Library Association’s Reporter.
There remains, however, a real need to improve both the distribu
tion and the method of compiling the checklist.
A study of more efficient
ways in which the work can be done through computer—assisted means is con
tinuing.
In response to requests from Members and to assist in clarifying
the function and services of the Library, a brochure outlining. ~thè, hours and
areas of reference service, the range of the collection and including a brief
history of the Library was prepared and is now available upon request.
A helpful bibliography listing sources of statistical material,
particularly summaries of current statistics, was compiled by a member of
the Reference staff.
It has been distributed to Members and to their
research staffs.
Microfilming
The microfilming program, designed for the preservation of those of
the Province’s newspapers that are not commercially microfilmed, continued to
show progress during the past year. Files of all papers. received during the
year, except those available by purchase from commercial firms, were filmed
and further progress was made on the filming of the Library’s historic files.
As noted in last year’s report, the filming is done for conservation purposes
only; film is not available for .commercial distribution.
Once again the Central Microfilm Bureau, with whose personnel the
work is carried out, has provided a very high level of service and once again
the debt the Library owes the Bureau for its co—operation and dedication must
be acknowledged.
Recovery

of Stolen Property

In 1974, during the period when the stack area of the Library was
under renovation, a number of volumes were stolen from the collection.
The
Library was notifed in August 1974 by the New York City Police that its
volumes, together with a large number from libraries in Washington, Oregon,
California, Kansas, and from other libraries in British Columbia, were in the
custody of the police department. Although the trial of the person who committed
the thefts was concluded in 1976, it was not until late fall of this past
year that the stolen property has been returned to the Legislative Library.
For the recovery of the material the gratitude of the Library must
be expressed to the staff of the Special Collections Division of the University
of Washington Library, who were largely instrumental in breaking through the red
tape blocking the return of the books from the New York District Attorney’s
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Office, in transporting it to Seattle for sorting and identification, and
in carrying out the actual identification of the material, from which most
of the library identification labels and marks had been removed. Because of
the quantity of material involved and the difficulty of the task, some eight
months of work were required to complete the identification.
The thanks of
all thoseflbraries who have recovered their lost property are owed Ms.
Sandra Kroupa and Mr. Robert Monroe, of the University of Washington, who
worked so long and so diligently.
Space
No library’s report would be complete without an annual lament
over shortage of space, especially stack space to accommodate growing
collections.
The Legislative Library, like almost all others, does have
daunting space problems: there simply is not sufficient room to provide for
the ever—increasing book and document collections and there is a serious lack
of adequate work space for the staff to function efficiently.
•

The second aspect of the problem has become increasingly difficult
in the microfilming area of the Library~.
The room that is used for the actual
filming is totally inadequate from the point of view of the operator’s health
and comfort; it not only provides insufficient room for the necessary equip
ment to be positioned for ease and speed of operation but lacks proper
ventilation as well. In addition there is an almost total absence of the work
space required for the preparation of material prior to filming. A request
for the additional space that would materially improve the situation and
that appears to be available immediately adjacent to the present microfilming
area has been made for the past two years but a firm commitment to provide
the space has not yet been received.
The need is urgent.
Stack space for-the Library’s book collections will always be a
problem, one which, given the physical ~jjrnitation of the building, may never
be solved in a completely. satisfactory way.
The only methods of dealing with
the difficulty may continue to be the constant weeding of the collection and
internal re—arrangement of the collection.
During the past year the weeding of the collection continued in
order to remove from the shelves material that is no longer relevant to
the service requirements of the Library or that might be of more immediate
use in another library. All volumes that are so removed from the collection
are made available first to libraries in British Columbia and then to in
stitutions outside the Province. Academic libraries particularly are thus
able to supplement their research collections with material of use -within the
context of their holdings that is no longer required by the Legislative
Library.
As a result of the decision taken two years ago to hold copies of
newspapers after 1976 only in microform, it was possible to compress all ofthe bound newspaper collection, allowing no further room for expansion of the
bound files.
The shelf space thus gained- has been used to re—shelve the over
size book collection and to open badly—needed shelf space on the third stack
level. A third of the entire book collection has been shifted and a large area
has been made available to accommodate the growing intake of government
publications.
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Service to Ministerial Libraries
A significant change in the Library’s service policy to other
ministries was begun during the year. As last year’s report indicated,
direct service to the Ministries of Human Resources and Recreation and Con
servation through the secondrnent of Legislative Library staff ceased March 31
with the transfer to the ministries of the two former Legislative Library
staff members.
A second re—assessment of the Library’s role has led to a decision
to phase out the Library’s cataloguing service to other ministries.
For some years the Legislative Library has provided card—based
catalogue service for a number of Ministry Jibraries.
This has been justi
fied on the basis of efficiencies of centralized operations and of the ability
to share resources through a single union catalogue.
Three issues however
have called this service into question, rising- labourcosts and increasingly
attractive machine options; evidence that the union catalogue does not pro
mote resource sharing; increasing awareness that the standardized cataloguing
practised by a centralized-service agencydoes not meet the needs of Ministry
libraries.
In addition to these factors, the fact that the service could
only be extended to some Ministry libraries because of staff and budget
limitations and the lack of any accountability on the part of those receiving
service have made the situation increasingly unsatisfactory. Finally, the
inability to locate a manual card catalogue -in more than one site has been a
problem for-some Ministries.
-

These-circumstances led -to a review of automation -options --in early
—1977. The focus of library automat-ion at that time in British Columbia was
the British Columbia Union Catalogue Project (BCUC) based on the University of
Toronto Library Automation System (UTLAS). The study of Legislative Library
options led to a recommendation that it enter the BCUC project. This
study did not fully recognize the differing needs of Ministry libraries,.how
ever, nor did it adequately appreciate the costs of sorting and formatting
the data for each Ministry on a frequentcycle. A -closer, study made it only
too apparent that-UTLAS -was highly desirable -for--the Legislative Library on
its own but unattractive -for the Legislative Library acting as a service bureau
for a number of small client libraries.
In addition to simple cost considera
tions it became clear that the powerful (and expensive) capabilities of the
Toronto system-would not be utilized by-the -smaller libraries.
The possibility -of a simplified automated cataloguing system was
raised with the Government Libraries Association in the fall of 1977 but
preliminary investigations through British Columbia Systems Corporation were
not fruitful untillate:in~l977 when the -Ministry of Forests took the -initia
tive.
They had taken a library package developed but never implemented by.
the-Department-of Transport and Communications, simplified it, anduseditto
run a small library of fire protection documents.
This system was reworked
and implemented in the main Forests library which contains some 5,000 items.
The creation of ma-chine readable catalogue-records--was accomplished in a remark
ably short period of time and final printouts--were delivered in -June, 1978.

This gave government libraries a third option, a batch cataloguing
system supported bytheB.C. Systems Corporation.
The strengths of the
system are its-simplicity, its relative economy,-and the ability it provides
for individual operation.
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In view of the present situation, which is fully satisfactory
neither to the ministry libraries nor to the Legislative Library; in view
of the existence of a useable alternative cataloguing system; and in view
of the Legislative Library’s need for more staff time to carry out its
work under the cip program, which is obviously more relevant to its role as
a Legislative Library, it was decided that free cataloguing service that
has been provided to a selection of ministry libraries should be brought to
an end. In order to allow ministries receiving the service at the present
time to provide funds in their estimates for the change, a termination date
of March 31, 1980 was set. Until that date the present service will continue
for those ministries requiring it, although a number have already indicated
that they will assume responsibility for cataloguing their collections prior
to 1980.
Workshops, Conferences, Training Sessions
Members of the professional staff attended a number of workshops
and conferences during the year, among them the annual meeting of the
Western Canadian Division of the American Society for Information Science;
a conference on the legislative process; workshops on computer—based
cataloguing, legal bibliography, current cataloguing practices with regard
to authorities control.
Two of the librarians from the Cataloguing Division
took part in a seminar and training session on CIP at the National Library
and all the Reference librarians~have undergone special training in the use
of the on—line information retrieval equipment. The assistant librarian
attended the conference of the Canadian Association of Law Libraries in
Ottawa. The Librarian took part in the biennial meeting of the Association
of Parliamentary Librarians in Canada, which was held in Quebec City in
November, and which provided an opportunity to discuss legislative library
service and problems with colleagues in other Canadian legislative libraries
and with librarians from the United Kingdom and the United States, among them
David Menhennet, Librarian of the House of Commons (Westminster), and Gilbert
Gude, Director of the Congressional Research Service.
The reports of the divisions follow.

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT
The Legislature sat unusually late in 1978; beginning on March 9
and adjourning on June 29.
There was also an emergency session on December 8.
Work progressed smoothly during the session and for the first timecataloguers
were fully incorporated into the sessional schedule doing a share of reference
work instead of serving only as back—up to the Reference staff.
On July 4 the department changed to a new method of rQcording refer
ence statistics, which it is hoped will more accurately reflect reference
operations. As a result of this change in mid—stream, the reference statistics
for this year are presented in two different forms. For the second portion
of the year the figures identify the user by various categories, e.g., MLA
and staff, public service researchers, etc. It is significant to note that
nearly half of the research questions for this period were from the MLAs and
staff category although the legislature was not in session and the Members
and their staffs were moved out of the Legislative Buildings to allow renova
tion of the offices.
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Over the years the library has de—emphasized service to departments
and to the public in order to use its resources more fully for servicing the
prime clientele. It would appear that this isi,eing reflected quite clearly
in this year’s figures.
On June 12th the department acquired a telephone pager to simplify
contacting the Clerk ls.
The system has been fairly successful, especially
since it frees the Order Department staff from the responsibility of answering
Reference Department calls.
Unfortunately, the pager is not always electroni
cally reliable.
The newspaper index continues to be one of our most popular and useful
research tools with all users.
The number of items indexed, new cards and new
subject headings are all fewer than in previous years but as users and staff
maintain a high retrieval rate it would appear that although we index fewer
stories the indexers are adept at selecting the articles most appropriate
for our needs.
The prolonged strike of the Sun and Province newspapers which began
on November 1st, has had an influence on the volume of indexing even though,
the strike paper “The Express” has been very effective in keeping up with the
local news.
Despite this decrease in the number of entries, the problem of runn
ing out of card catalogue space remains. We estimate that the present catalogue
will be full by April, 1979.
It is hoped that the problem will be alleviated by
the closing of the card catalogue at the end of the year. This will allow the
Newspaper Index to expand into the remaining available space
Progress on the Retrospective Index continues to be slow.
The task
is not made easier by the complicated sessional schedule which so often calls
on the three librarians and the fact that they are often used as back—up for
the reference desk.
The subject guide to periodicals held by the Legislative Library is
almost completed.
The typists have been completing the typing of the cards as
a spare—time project.
Interlibrary loan requests were fewer this year than last. Charges
imposed by most institutions act as a deterrent to many would—be borrowers who
often opt for University of Victoria Library cards instead. As a result, re
ferrals from the Legislative Library to the McPherson Library have increased.
The FIN service which originally by-passed the traditional interlibrary loan
system and thus avoided charges has itself introduced charges.
These charges
have also become a deterrent to users although the service remains a useful
one, and the Legislative Library encourages its use.
To this end we have installed a telephone recording machine at the
University of British Columbia for use by the library and other government
librarians.
This direct access has worked well for all users and is more conven
ient for University of British Columbia personnel.
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A number of groups and individuals visited the Library during the
year to learn at first hand about the services provided.
The Reference Depart
ment took part in the majority of the orientation programs, among them the
orientation session for the legislative interns, visits of students of
B.C.I.T.’s library technician course, Camosun College students, business
administration students from i~4alaspina College, museum interns., and a number
of new government research staff members and personnel from ministerial libraries.
2~. member of the reference staff of the University of Victoria Law
Library~:spent four afternoons working in the department to familiarize her—
self with legislative reference service and with the Library’s collection.
The new librarian of the Victoria Press also spent a morning in the department
and was given an outline of the service and the collection.

Joan Barton,
Head, Reference Department.

CATM~OGUING DEPARTMENT
Shirley Ward became head of the department in November, replacing
Maedythe Martin, who left in July toassume a partnership in a library
consulting firm in Toronto. Ms. Ward comes to the Library after a number
of years in the National Library of Canada, where she served most recently as
head of the English language monograph section in the Cataloguing Division.
During 1978 the Legislative Library decided on a major change of
policy. Over the next two years, all direct cataloguing services for minis
terial libraries will be phased out. As a result of this policy change, the
library’s catalogue will no longer serve as a union catalogue of British
Columbia government library holdings. As of July 1, 1978 ministerial library
cards, Open Shelf cards, and cards for the Provincial Archives collection
are no longer being filed into the Legislative Library’s catalogue.
A second major decision was made to begin using the University of
Toronto Library Automation Systems’ catalogue support system as a member of
BCUC in 1978. A formal agreement with UTLAS was reached in August 1978.
The
department hopes to make the transition to automated cataloguing early in
1979, at which time the card catalogue will be closed and be replaced by a
microfiche catalogue.
The use of a catalogue support system will make the maintenance of
subject authority control for the library’s catalogue unnecessary. Early
in 1978 the department stopped systematic maintenance, using LC’s published
list of corrections and revisions of subject headings for the Legislative
Library.
As a result of the library’s decision to stop providing cataloguing
service for the ministerial libraries, the department devoted considerable
staff time in assisting the Government Libraries’ Association in the develop
ment of an automated system for smaller government libraries. Lois McGregor
attended the association’s meetings, and the staff worked with Dave Ranson
from B. C. Systems Corporation to develop a preliminary coding worksheet.
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The library’s cataloguing-in-publication programme continued to be
given high priority by the department. On May 2nd, a formal agreement was
signed with the National Library of Canada.
The CIP records we prepare for
British Columbia government documents are now being contributed to the CAN/
MARC data base.
A summer student was employed in the department from May through
August. Under the supervision of Marjorie Howell she helped clear away the
Human Resource Library backlog and worked on the preparation of automated
authority records for British Columbia government headings.
The Legislative
Library has accepted responsibility for the provision of such records as its
official part in the authorities conversion project undertaken by the U.B.C.
library for the British Columbia Union Catalogue Project.
Since September all card sets are being typed and reproduced within
the division; no further efforts are being made to have the sets produced by
the Queen’s Printer.
Shirley Ward,
Head, Cataloguing Department.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT

We have gone a long way to correct our two perennial problems, staff
and space. Our newly devised coding notation for documents has been tested
on provincial documents since February and has proved feasible. By October
about 300 current publications had been coded, the system was functioning well,
and the decision was taken therefore to implement it as widely as possible.
This indirectly solved the space problem as new sequences have to be started
for the coded publications. By reshelving part of the Main Stock in the news—
paper wing, the south wing of 2D is now free for documents. From January 2nd,
most new documents should have numbers; exceptions will have to be made initially
for such serials as annual reports and periodicals.
The only significant section
not tobe coded are the British Parliamentary and Command Papers. When the final
version of the shelving notation was available, thirty copies were sent to other
libraries; in December the system was outlined to the members of the Government
Libraries Association.
Another space saving plan was started this year but the benefits
have not yet been realized. In the summer the Provincial Archives took half
of the briefs and transcripts to British Columbia Royal Commissions from our
attic and basement. However, they are unable to take the rest at the present
time and in any case the exhaust fan for the attic has not been installed so
that it remains hot in the summer and cold in witner. When the attic shelves
become available the space can be used to relieve pressure in the stacks; also,
there will be enough filing cabinets to accommodate the Clerk’s papers now
wrapped in bundles.
The documents distribution centre seems to be receding rapidly.
The
load of compiling the checklist and distributing to Canadiana and others will
therefore be with us for some time. In the January checklist we simplified
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the entries, trying to follow the Anglo—American Cataloguing Rules.
This
has been helped by the existence of CAN/MARC Authorities.
In August,
Miss Lee started putting our Statistics Canada holdings on Kardex. Because
of federal cutbacks, the next phase, putting the annuals on Kardex will be
shortened as about fifty ceased publication.
We received 7% more documents this year and the total number received
climbed over 50,000 for the first time.
The increase is largely accounted for
by the doubling of receipts from the United States, reflecting the efficiency
of their mailing arrangement for exchange publications. We received nearly 250
parcels in 1978. As many of these are of no or limited use to us they are
passed on to the University of Victoria or the University of B. C. or discarded.
There is still no word on the proposed selective exchange system which would
reduce the number of unwanted publications received from the Library of Con
gress. This will probably be the peak year for Canadian publications, how
ever, as most ministries are beginning to cut back their publishing programs.
The number of new titles indexed was up over 35%; the number of
titles ordered rose by 43%; and the number of cards processed was up 22% to
around 15,000.

John MacEachern,
Head, Government Publications
Department.

ORDER DEPARTMENT
The two major problems of 1977 were the numbers of unpiaced orders
and the serials backlog.
Although the former is no longer an area of great concern, un
fortunately, the overall problem of the serials is still with us. The physical
backlog has been reduced to a reasonable number but the work of bringing our
records up—to—date and transferring regular serials to the Kardex has not been
completed.
The mail strike October 17th to 2 5th, however, gave the staff
the chance to work steadily on two of the volumes of the Black Book covering
the letters A, B,~ U-Z. By investigating each item and then writing for back
issues and current mailing list status, updating our subscription source
records and checklist records, and usually transferring regular serials to the
Kardex, or else removing defunct items, these
sections have been brought up—
to-date.
The costs of items and services continues to rise. Moody’s OTC went
from $125.00 to $160.00, the CIS Index from $490.00 to $630.00.
The Washington
Post, which the Library added to its collection as a special request, costs
$52.10 per year plus $434.80 for postage, making its gross price nearly $500.00.
Even Dod’s Parliamentary Companion changed from £.6 to tll, and so on.
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APPENDIX C
1978 Statistical Summary of Legislative Library Activities

1978

1977

4,053

6,052

39,849
92,069

43,435
100,714

2,393

1,122

REFE RENCE
Reference questions
Newspaper Index:
News items indexed
Entries in index
Magazine Index:
Items indexed
Note:

Approximately 100 British Columbia
periodicals are scanned for selective
indexing.

Retroactive index project
Indexed

—

news items:
10,040

17,573

338

405

Requests met by photocopied material

205

203

Books lent to Library Services Branch
for interlibrary arrangement with British
Columbia public libraries

105

175

2,252

1,321

~,95Q

2,104

47
52

52
62

11,063

14,148

4,268
93,328

5,185
139,676

171

148

INTERLIBRARY LOANS
Books lent to libraries other than
Provincial Government libraries

Books borrowed by Provincial Government
libraries other than Library Services
Branch
TOTAL interlibrary loan requests supplied

Requests to borrow material:

books
photocopy

CATALOGUING
Number of items processed 1
Titles catalogued for Legislative
Library
Cards produced and filed
CIP information supplied for B. C. government
publications

‘Includes material in ministerial libraries cataloqued by the Legislative
Library and material in the Library Services Branch.

1978 Statistical Summary of Legislative Activities

PHOTOCOPYING
Xerox supplied (pages)
Reader—Printer

PERIODICALS
Magazines - total received
Newspapers:
British Columbia daily
British Columbia weekly,
semi—weekly, etc.
Total British Columbia Newspapers
Canadian,

foreign

TOTAL NEWSPAPERS

Page 2

1978

1977

52,860
6,982

42,811
6,033

796

719

22

22

190
212

180
202

44

40

256

242

51,757
3,756

48,909
2,735

1,721
14,601

1,819
12,379

417

463

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS
Total received
New titles
Added volumes (i.e •, annuals,
continuations, etc.)
Index cards processed

MICROFILMING (Central Microfilm Bureau)
British Columbia newspapers filmed
Total number of frames

Legislative Library,
Victoria, British Columbia
January, 1979

(rolls)

188,424
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The usual problems are still fairly widespread and in particular
the practice of joint publishing by government departments and commercial
publishers has added to the burden of bibliographic verification.
Similarly
the drastic changes in title which occur between the time of the preliminary
announcement and the actual publication, have made one hesitate to change
the filing arrangement of our order slips from author to title. The in
cidence of NCR (no Canadian rights) has caused us to send most of the re
orders to British Columbia jobbing services.
Generally the statistics do not show much change from the previous
year.
There were minor variations in the numbers of book items selected,
ordered and received, and, while the number of purchase orders declined
due to increasing use of local jobbers, the value of these orders did
show a rise. The Serials statistics again show an increase in numbers.
The Library received 121 new periodicals including Canada Laywer, Canadian
Journal of Life Insurance, Moody’s International Bond Review, New Society and
Parliamentary Journal, thirty new catalogued serials including B. C. Tax Reports,
Canada Statute Citator, General Science Index and Public Sector, and 25 new
newspapers including the Los Angeles Times Sunday edition, the Victoria Post
and the Washington Post. Meanwhile the policy of filming British Columbia
newspapers is proceeding nicely with 186 titles being currently filmed, while
26 are produced commercially. The Department was able to dispose of over 1~2OO
unwanted items through its Duplicate Exchange lists.

Margaret E. Hastings,
Assistant Librarian.
In conclusion I should like to express my thanks to the staff, upon
whose efforts the success of the Library in meetings its role depends, and
to you, Sir, and to the Members for the encouragement and the words of
appreciation that make the task of providing the service so rewarding.

Legislative Library,
Victoria, British Columbia.
January 10, 1979.

