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The legislation governing strata properties has expanded and evolved over time. This 
timeline provides a select overview of B.C. strata property law. 
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LEGISLATIVE LIBRARY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
BACKGROUND PAPERS AND BRIEFS 
 
ABOUT THE PAPERS 
Staff of the Legislative Library prepare background papers and briefs on aspects of provincial 
history and public policy. All papers can be viewed on the library’s website at 
http://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/  
 
SOURCES 
All sources cited in the papers are part of the library collection or available on the Internet. The 
Legislative Library’s collection includes an estimated 300,000 print items, including a large 
number of BC government documents dating from colonial times to the present. The library also 
downloads current online BC government documents to its catalogue.   
 
DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed in this paper do not necessarily represent the views of the Legislative 
Library or the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. While great care is taken to ensure 
these papers are accurate and balanced, the Legislative Library is not responsible for errors or 
omissions. Papers are written using information publicly available at the time of production and 
the Library cannot take responsibility for the absolute accuracy of those sources. Inclusions of 
websites or other sources should not be taken as an endorsement of any kind. 
 
CONTACT THE LIBRARY 
Legislative Library of British Columbia 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC 
V8V 1X4 
Tel: 250-387-6510 
Email: LLBC.Ref@leg.bc.ca   
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B.C. STRATA LAW: A SELECT TIMELINE 
 

A strata is a form of property ownership in British Columbia. Strata properties are often 
multi-unit residences – such as apartment buildings or townhouse complexes – where people 
own individual lots. Owners have shared responsibility for common property such as hallways 
and grounds. Stratas are often called condominiums in other jurisdictions.1

Several European countries enacted strata legislation during the first half of the twentieth 
century and France had a law dating back to the Napoleonic code. However, the concept did not 
begin to catch on as a housing option in Canada until the late 1960s.

 

2 At the time, the idea of 
condominium ownership did not seem to be well understood. Vancouver newspaper articles 
referred to “self-owned apartments” and detailed the owners’ struggle to gain recognition from 
municipal authorities. One newspaper editorial called condominiums “castles in the air” when 
the B.C. government first introduced rules for strata ownership.3

Strata ownership is now commonplace in Canada, particularly in cities.  Its popularity 
was fueled in recent decades by soaring land values and home prices, increased urbanization, and 
a continued demand for ownership.  The most recent census counted 913,000 Canadian 
households that owned a condo in 2006. In Vancouver, condo owners represented 31.1 percent 
of owned households.
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The legislation governing strata properties has expanded and evolved over time. This 
timeline provides a select overview of developments in B.C. strata property law.  

 

 
 
 
TIMELINE 
 
1966 The Strata Titles Act passes third reading in the B.C. Legislature on March 21. The law 

is based on legislation from New South Wales in Australia. B.C. and Alberta are the 
only Canadian provinces with strata legislation at this time. The B.C. law sets out the 
procedure for obtaining title to parts of a “multi-storied building” and rules for strata 
plans and for corporations formed by owners. It also sets out legal rights and obligations 
regarding common property.5

 
 

1974 The 1966 law is repealed and replaced by an expanded statute, also called the Strata 
Titles Act. It passes third reading on June 20, 1974. The new law is intended to update 
the previous legislation and provide for phased strata plans and strata plans on leased 
land.6

 
 

1977 The act is revised in an amendment that passes third reading on August 24. There are 
further changes to the statute over coming years, but this amendment is later called the 
last substantial revision prior to 1998.7

 
 

1979 The law is now called the Condominium Act in the Revised Statutes of British Columbia, 
published this year.8
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1990 The government begins to solicit feedback on proposed amendments to the act.9

 
 

1998 The Strata Property Act passes third reading on July 28. It replaces the Condominium 
Act.  The government says the law addresses several changes recommended by the 
Barrett commission on leaky condo construction, including rules for record-keeping and 
contingency reserve funds.10

 
   

2008 The Legislative Assembly’s Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government 
Services recommends the government consider committing to an immediate review of 
the strata property legislation. 11

 
 

2009 The Strata Property Amendment Act passes third reading on October 6. Changes include 
a provision for disputes to be heard in Small Claims Court, instead of the B.C. Supreme 
Court.12
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