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Rising energy prices, shortages in the developing world, loss of farm land and farmers
themselves have brought the food supply issue to public attention in recent months.
Activists contend agricultural policy must change its emphasis from production and trade
to local sustainability. This Current Issue includes documents on agricultural policy, the
food supply, and food self-reliance in British Columbia, Canada and the world.
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FOOD SELF-RELIANCE

Witnesses at hearings conducted by the federal Standing Committee on Agriculture and
Agri-Food have maintained that “consumers have, to a large degree, lost sight of the
notion of agriculture, that is to say, of the primary origin of the foods they eat.”* What
does this lack of awareness mean for agriculture and the sustainability of our food
supply? During the meetings, committee members became interested in the concept of
food sovereignty, which the committee’s June 2007 report defined as “recognition of the
need to maintain a certain level of production capacity”.? A food self-reliance study
conducted for the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands in 2006 estimates that “B.C. farmers
produce 48% of all foods consumed in B.C.”®  The recently stalled Doha round and the
food crisis in the developing world has highlighted the mechanism of world food
production, domestic supply and international trade. British Columbia’s ability to
provide domestic agricultural products to a growing population depends on consumer
demand, production technology, available farm land and water, and the impact of global
markets.* As local and world conditions change, will British Columbia one day be
struggling to maintain our plentiful food supply and healthy diet? Moura Quayle, former
dean of the University of British Columbia Faculty of Land and Food Systems, has said
it’s unlikely we’ll ever get all our food from local sources, but more small-scale
agriculture would provide a balance to the current agricultural model, and a mixed food
supply system may give us more choices in the future.”
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High Agricultural Commodity Prices: What are the issues? Randy Schnepf.
Congressional Research Service. May 6, 2008.
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British Columbia. Victoria: The Ministry, 2008.
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Food and the Mid-level Farm: Renewing an Agriculture of the Middle. Edited by
Thomas A. Lyson, G.W. Stevenson, and Rick Welsh. Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT
Press, 2008.

The Future Control of Food: A Guide to International Negotiations and R ules on
Intellectual Property, Biodiversity, and Food Security. Edited by Geoff Tansey and
Tasmin Rajotte. London: Earthscan, 2008.
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King Corn: You Are What You Eat. [videorecording] New York: Docurama Films,
2008.

From the summary: “...college buddies lan Cheney and Curt Ellis manage to grow one
acre of corn. Along the way, they unlock the hidden truths about America’s food
system.”

Report on the Fact-Finding Mission on Canada’s New Agriculture and Agri-Food Policy.
Canada. House of Commons. Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food.
Ottawa: The Committee, June 2007.

The 100-mile Diet: A Year of Eating Locally. Alisa Smith and J.B. MacKinnon.
Toronto: Random House Canada, 2007.

Good Crop/Bad Crop: Seed Politics and the Future of Food in Canada. Devlin Kuyek.
Toronto: Between the Lines,2007.

Remaking the North American Food System: Strategies for Sustainability. Edited by C.
Clare Hinrichs and Thomas A. Lyson. University of Nebraska Press, 2007.

B.C.’s Food Self-Reliance: Can B.C.’s Farmers Feed Our Growing Population?
British Columbia. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Victoria: The Ministry, 2006.
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/Food_Self_Reliance/BCFoodSelfReliance_Report.pdf

Economic and Community Impacts of Farmers Markets in British Columbia. British
Columbia Association of Farmers Markets and School of Envronmental Planning,
University of Northern British Columbia. November 2, 2006.
http://www.unbc.ca/assets/planning/localfood/reports/unbc_province_report.pdf

Food, Health and Well-being in British Columbia. British Columbia. Office of the
Provincial Health Officer. Victoria: The Office, 2006.
http://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/public/PubDocs/bcdocs/144095/bc pho pres 2005.pdf

Meals to Come: A History of the Future of Food. Warren Belasco. Berkeley: University
of California Press, 2006.

The End of Food. Thomas Pawlick. Vancouver: Greystone Books, 2006.

Protecting the Working Landscape of Agriculture: A Smart Growth Direction for
Municipalities in British Columbia. Deborah Curran. Vancouver: West Coast
Environmental Law, 2005.

http://www.wcel.org/wcelpub/2005/14233.pdf

Outgrowing the Earth: The Food Security Challenge in an Age of Falling Water Tables
and Rising Temperatures. Lester Russell Brown. New York, N.Y.: W.W. Norton & Co.,
2004.
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Ploughing up the Farm. Jerry Buckland. Black Point, N.S.: Fernwood Publishing, 2004.

Home Grown: The Case for Local Food in a Global Market. Brian Halweil.
Washington. D.C.: Worldwatch Institute, 2002.

WEB SITES

BC Association of Farmers’ Markets. http://www.bcfarmersmarket.org/ [accessed
August 11, 2008].

The BCAFM was founded in 2000 to promote networking and communication between
Farmers' Markets in British Columbia.

Canadian Agri-food Trade Alliance. Research and information.
http://www.cafta.org/information.html [accessed August 18, 2008].

The Canadian Agri-Food Trade Alliance (CAFTA) is a coalition of national and regional
organizations, associations and companies that have come together in support of a more
open and fair international trading environment for agriculture and agri-food.

Deconstructing Dinner. CJLY Kootenay Co-op Radio.
http://kootenaycoopradio.com/deconstructingdinner/index.html [accessed August 11,
2008].

“Produced and recorded in the studios of Kootenay Co-op Radio in Nelson, British
Columbia, Deconstructing Dinner has been designed to dispense and discuss current food
issues. Heard weekly on 27 Canadian and 9 American radio stations, the program is
additionally accessible via the Internet in live, archived and podcasting formats.”

Farm Folk/City Folk Society Knowledge Pantry.
http://www.ffcf.bc.ca/NewsSiteFiles/resources/knowledge pantry.html, [accessed August
11, 2008].

FarmFolk/CityFolk Society is a non-profit society that works with farm & city to
cultivate a local, sustainable food system.

International Federation of Agricultural Producers. http://www.ifap.org/en/index.html
[Accessed August 18, 2008]

IFAP is the world farmers organisation representing over 600 million farm families
grouped in 120 national organizations in 79 countries. It is a global network in which
farmers from industrialised and developing countries exchange concerns and set common
priorities.

Trade Observatory, the Institute for agriculture and trade policy.
http://www.tradeobservatory.org/about.cfm, [accessed August 11, 2008].

Trade Observatory is dedicated to gathering information about international trade and
making it free to the public, a true repository of as much information about global trade
as we can find. Information stored on tradeobservatory.org is not necessarily endorsed by
the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy.
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“Feast of famine or something in between? Let’s not be naive about the way the ‘free

market’ works.” Stephen Hume. Vancouver Sun, May 20, 2008: A11.
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“Making sense of the world food crisis.” Larry Pynn. Vancouver Sun, May 17, 2008:
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“Increased prices for food staples help Canadian farmers...but consumers will pay more
for groceries.” Paul Tuns. Report Magazine, May 2008: 30-37.

“World food crisis threatens rich nations (that’s us) too.” Stephen Hume. Vancouver
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“Local schmocal: Just because a food is ‘local’ doesn’t mean it’s the better choice.”
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2007, p. 12.
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®B.C.’s Food Self-Reliance: Can B.C.’s farmers feed our growing population? British Columbia.
L\/Iinistry of Agriculture and Lands. ([Victoria]: The Ministry, 2006): 1.

Ibid: 4.
> «Slow food: Can local growers supply all the food we need? Can they supply all we want?” Michelle
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