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LEGISLATIVE LIBRARY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
BACKGROUND PAPERS AND BRIEFS 

 
ABOUT THE PAPERS 
 
Staff of the Legislative Library prepare background papers and briefs on aspects of provincial 
history and public policy. All papers can be viewed on the library’s website at 
http://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/  

 

SOURCES 

All sources cited in the papers are part of the library collection or available on the Internet. The 
Legislative Library’s collection includes an estimated 300,000 print items, including a large 
number of BC government documents dating from colonial times to the present. The Library also 
downloads current online BC government documents to its catalogue.   

 
DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed in this paper do not necessarily represent the views of the Legislative 
Library or the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. While great care is taken to ensure 
these papers are accurate and balanced, the Legislative Library is not responsible for errors or 
omissions. Papers are written using information publicly available at the time of production and 
the Library cannot take responsibility for the absolute accuracy of those sources. Inclusions of 
websites or other sources should not be taken as an endorsement of any kind. 

 
CONTACT THE LIBRARY 
Legislative Library of British Columbia 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC 
V8V 1X4 
Tel: 250-387-6510 
Email: LLBC.Ref@leg.bc.ca   
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This bibliography provides a list of books written about British Columbia premiers. All items are 
available through the Legislative Library and citations include the Library's call number. The 
Library does not endorse the views of any author included on the list.  

 

Barrett, Dave 

Barrett, Dave and William Miller. Barrett: A passionate political life. Vancouver: Douglas & 
 McIntyre, 1995.  
 Call#: B B274 
 
"Dave Barrett retrospective show." Voice of BC. Shaw. [Victoria, B.C.]. 7 Sept. 2006. 
 Television. 
 Call #: DVD VOICE_OF 2006 SEP_7 
 
Mika, John. The Barrett years. Vancouver: New Democratic Party, 1984. 
 Call #: B B274M 
 
Premier's Office. Biography of David Barrett, Premier, Province of British Columbia. [Victoria, 
 B.C.: Premier's Office], 1975. 
 Call #: BC P6 D:B56 1975 
 
"35 years in the life: Dave Barrett." CBC Newsworld. Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. 
 [Toronto]. 6 Jul. 2006. Television. 
 Call #: DVD SPECIAL 2006 JUL_06 
 
 
Bennett, Bill 

Garr, Allen. Tough guy: Bill Bennett and the taking of British Columbia. Toronto: Key Porter 
 Books, 1985. 
 Call #: B B4724G 
 
Plecas, Bob. Bill Bennett: a mandarin's view. Vancouver: Douglas & McIntyre, 2006. 
 Call #: B B4724P 
 
 
Bennett, William Andrew Cecil 

Keene, Roger, David C. Humphreys and W.A.C. Bennett. Conversations with W.A.C. Bennett.
 Toronto: Methuen, 1980. 
 Call #: B B4722K 
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Mitchell, David Joseph. W.A.C. Bennett and the rise of British Columbia. Vancouver: Douglas & 
 McIntyre, 1995. 
 Call #: B B4722M 1995 
 
Neering, Rosemary. W.A.C. Bennett. Don Mills, Ont: Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 1981. 
 Call #: B B7422N 
 
Ryan, Jim. My friend, W.A.C. Bennett. Victoria: The Author, 1980. 
 Call #: B B4722R Oversize 
 
Sherman, Paddy. Bennett. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1966. 
 Call #: B B4722S 
 
Worley, Ronald B.. The wonderful world of W.A.C. Bennett. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 
 1971. 
 Call #: B B4722W 
 

Bowser, W.J.  

Dailyde, Victor Kastytis. The administration of W.J. Bowser, Premier of British Columbia, 1915-
 1916. MA thesis. University of Victoria, Victoria, B.C., 1973. 
 Call #: Microfiche B B788Da  
 
 
Clark, Glen 

Wilson, Judi Tyabji. Daggers unsheathed: the political assassination of Glen Clark. Surrey, 
 B.C.:  Heritage House Pub., 2002. 
 Call #: 971.104 W749 
 
 
De Cosmos, Amor 

Griffin, Harold. "De Cosmos-Lover of the Universe." In Radical roots: the shaping of British 
 Columbia. West Vancouver, B.C.: Betty Griffin, 1999. 105-118. 
 Call #: 971.1 G851 
 
Ross, Margaret. Amor De Cosmos: a British Columbia reformer. MA thesis. University of 
 British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., 1931. 
 Call #: Microfiche B D296R  
 
Wilson, Keith. Amor De Cosmos. Winnipeg: University of Manitoba, 1985. 
 Call #: B D296W 
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Woodcock, George. Amor De Cosmos: journalist and reformer. Toronto: Oxford University 
 Press, 1975. 
  Call #: B D296 
 
 
Dunmuir, James 
 
Audain, James. From coalmine to castle: the story of the Dunsmuirs of Vancouver Island. New 
 York: Pageant Press, 1955. 
  Call #: 929.2 D296 
 
Resten, Terry. The Dunsmuir saga. Vancouver: Douglas & McIntyre, 1991.  
 Call #: B D926R 
 
 
Harcourt, Mike 
 
Harcourt, Mike and Wayne Skene. Mike Harcourt: a measure of defiance. Vancouver: Douglas 
 & McIntyre, 1996. 
 Call #: B H257 
 
Harcourt, Mike and John Lekich. Plan B: one man's journey from tragedy to triumph. 
 Mississauga, Ont: J. Wiley & Sons Canada, 2004.  
 Call #: B H257p 
 
 
McBride, Richard 

Smith, Brian R.D. (Brian Ray Douglas). Sir Richard McBride: a study in the Conservative Party 
 of British Columbia, 1903-1916. Kingston, Ont: Queen's University, 1959. 
 Call #: B M119S 1959 Oversize 
 
 
McCreight, John Foster  

Johnson, Patricia Mary. John Foster McCreight. Victoria, B.C.: [Don McDiarmid, King's 
 Printer], 1949. 
 Call #: B M132J 
 
 
Martin, Joseph 

Brock, Peter Jeffry. Fighting Joe Martin: founder of the Liberal Party in the West a blow-by-
 blow account. Toronto: National Press, 1981. 
 Call #: B M381Br 
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Oliver, John  

Morton, James. Honest John Oliver: the life story of the honourable John Oliver, Premier of 
 British Columbia, 1918-1927. London; Toronto: J.M. Dent and Sons Ltd., [1933]. 
 Call #: B O48M 
 

Pattullo, T. Dufferin  

Fisher, Robin. Duff Pattullo of British Columbia. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1991. 
 Call #: B P322F 
 
Sutherland, John Neil. T.D. Pattullo as a party leader. MA thesis. University of British 
 Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., 1960. 
 Call #: Microfiche B P322S  
 
"T.Dufferin Pattullo and the Little New Deal." Margaret A. Ormsby. Canadian Historical 
 Review 43, no. 4 (1962): 277-297. 
 Call #: 320.9711/O73 
 
 
Robson, John  

Antak, Ivan Earl Matthew. John Robson: British Columbian. [Victoria, B.C.]: University of 
 Victoria, 1972. 
 Call #: B R667A 
 
"John Robson versus J.K. Suter: three articles on Robson's early career." W. Kaye Lamb. British 
 Columbia Historical Quarterly Vol. IV, no. 3 ( July 1940): 203-215. 
 Call #: BC P61 C B7:4:3 1940 
 
Reid, James Gordon. John Robson and The British Columbian: a study of a pioneer editor in 
 British Columbia. MA thesis. University of British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., 1950.
 Call #: Microfiche B R667R 
 

Tolmie, Simon Fraser 

Parker, Ian Donald. "Simon Fraser Tolmie: the last conservative Premier of British Columbia". 
 In British Columbia: historical readings by W. Peter Ward et al. Vancouver: Douglas & 
 McIntyre, 1981. 517-532. 
 Call #: 971.1 B862h 
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Vander Zalm, William  

Kay, Bill. The Zalm and I' B.C.'s backroom politics. Surrey, B.C.: Hancock House, 1983. 
 Call #: B V242K 
 
Mason, Gary and Keith Baldrey. Fantasyland: inside the reign of Bill Vander Zalm. Toronto: 
 McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1989. 
 Call #: B V242M 
 
Persky, Stan. Fantasy government: Bill Vander Zalm and the future of Social Credit. Vancouver: 
 New Star Books, 1989. 
 Call #: B V242P 
 
Twigg, Alan. Vander Zalm: from immigrant to premier. Madeira Park, B.C.: Harbour Pub. Co., 
 1986. 
 Call #: B V242T 
 
Vander Zalm, William N. “For the People”: The autobiography of British Columbia’s 28th 
 Premier. [Vancouver]: The Author, 2008.  
 Call #: B V242 

 

Books about BC Premiers : 

Jackman, S.W. (Sydney Wayne). Portraits of the premiers: an informal history of British 
 Columbia. Sidney, B.C.: Gray's Pub. [1969]. 
 Call #: Bc J12 Reference 
 
Murray, Peter. From Amor to Zalm: a primer on B.C. politics and its wacky premiers. Victoria, 
 B.C.: Orca Book Publishers, 1989. 
 Call #: Bc M983 
 
Rayner, William. British Columbia's premiers in profile: the good, the bad and the transient. 
 Surrey, B.C.: Heritage House, 2000. 
 Call #: Bc R275 
 
 
List of Premiers of British Columbia 1871- 
 

 http://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/public/reference/premiers.pdf 
This link provides alphabetical and chronological lists of B.C. Premiers and includes a 
breakdown of premiers by party affiliation. Historical notes are also provided. 

 


