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Built Heritage Grants Now Available
The first intake of a three-year, $6-million granting program is now open.
“We know there are projects that organizations will want to get started on this year, so
we’ve timed our first grant intake to help them take advantage of this year’s building
season. This is a new program, and we are very interested to...full story
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Neil Muth
Memorial
Scholarship
Established

Upgrading
Affordable
Housing in the
Basin

The family of Neil Muth and the Trust
are pleased to announce a new
scholarship for people who have
triumphed over adversity and want to
pursue post-secondary...full story

Many of the affordable housing units
operated by non-profit organizations
in the Columbia Basin need energy
retrofits, such as replacing boilers and
windows. A new...full story

Recreation
Infrastructure
Grants
Announced

Trust
Continues
Partnership
with Alliance
for Literacy

Trust is providing $1.8 million for
38 projects to support a variety of
groups and organizations in
building infrastructure that
encourages active lifestyles in the
Basin...full story

Columbia Basin Alliance for
Literacy (CBAL) ensures that
communities have access to the
literacy programs and support
services they need. Their unique
regional approach...full story
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Events and
Deadlines
Deadline: Various Dates
Basin-Wide
Basin Business Advisors: Me Inc.,
Social Enterprise, and Succession
Planning Workshops
April 2
Kaslo
Societies Act Transition Workshop

Non-Profit
Essentials
Webinar Series
Learn more

April 7-8
Golden
Trust Board of Directors Meeting
Deadline: April 10
Request for Proposals: Regional
Trade and Marketing Analysis
Deadline: April 19
Request for Proposals: Basin
Business Advisors Program
Evaluation
Deadline: April 20
Neil Muth Memorial Scholarship
Deadline: April 27
Keeping It Rural Conference Support
Deadline: May 4
Heritage Grants Program

Receive Support
to Attend
Keeping It Rural
Conference
The Keeping it Rural 2017 Conference
is a two-day event focused on rural
community development. It takes place
in Kelowna on June 20-21, 2017. The
Trust will help up to 20 Basin residents
attend the event by offering up to
$1,000 to offset expenses.

June 1-2
Castlegar
Community-Based Social Marketing
Institute
October 13-15
Kimberley
Columbia Basin Symposium
Go to events page.
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Trust Accepting Built Heritage Grant
Applications
News: March 28, 2017

The Valemount and Area Museum is one example of a built heritage asset in the Basin.
Photo: Picture BC

First intake of three-year, $6-million granting program now open
The first intake of Columbia Basin Trust’s new Built Heritage Grants opens on March 28.
“We know that there are projects that organizations will want to get started on this year, so
we’ve timed our first grant intake to help them take advantage of this year’s building
season. This is a new program, and we are very interested to see the first projects getting
underway,” said Wayne Lundeberg, the Trust’s Director, Delivery of Benefits.
In February, the Trust announced its $6.75 million commitment to a three-year partnership
with Heritage BC to establish the capital grants program and the Heritage Support
Program. The Built Heritage Grants will support the preservation, rehabilitation, and/or
restoration of built heritage assets in the Columbia Basin Trust region.
Registered non-profit societies, registered federal charities, local governments and First
Nations may apply for funding.
Application deadline for this grant intake is May 4, 2017. Organizations that are
considering applying need to contact Heritage BC by April 27, 2017 to discuss their
projects before submitting an application.
Full details on what projects are eligible and how to apply are available at
ourtrust.org/builtheritagegrants.
There will be two more intakes for projects, in 2018 and 2019. Grants specifically for
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planning will become available this June.
Heritage BC is a charitable not-for-profit supporting heritage conservation through
education, training and skills development, capacity building in heritage planning and
funding through the Heritage Legacy Fund. They are focused on building links between
heritage conservation and tourism, economic and environmental sustainability, community
pride and an appreciation of our common history.
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Neil Muth Memorial Scholarship
Established
News: March 2, 2017

$10,000 available for
students overcoming
adversity
The family of Neil Muth and
Columbia Basin Trust are
pleased to announce a new
scholarship for people who
have triumphed over
adversity and want to pursue
post-secondary education.
The Neil Muth Memorial

Neil Muth surrounded by his family, from left to right: son John
with wife Angela, Neil Muth, daughter Hilary, wife Cathy,
daughter Emily with fiancé Paul.

Scholarship honours Neil
Muth, the Trust’s president
and chief executive officer from 2005 through 2016, who passed away last November. Neil
valued and supported perseverance and continuous learning. He encouraged his children,
staff and others to be curious, to seek their own path, and to never give up.
“We want to express our heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to the scholarship
fund. Our goal is to honour Neil’s passion for life-long learning, and the generous
donations made by everyone has made this a reality—thank you,” said Cathy Muth, Neil’s
wife.
The scholarship is awarded by the Muth family, administered by Columbia Basin Trust and
made possible by the generous donations of family, friends, local governments and
organizations. There will be $10,000 available to support two to four applicants this year.
“Neil was a friend, a mentor and a leader, and he inspired us all to strive for excellence.
This scholarship will be awarded to people who are determined to pursue their goals and
have overcome or face adversity or barriers. This is an opportunity for someone to
demonstrate their individual determination, future goals and self-motivation—all traits that
a person needs to be successful,” said Johnny Strilaeff, Trust President and Chief
Executive Officer.
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Anyone who has graduated or will be graduating from a secondary school, alternate
school or other institution that grants Ministry of Education-recognized graduation
diplomas in the Columbia Basin or Grand Forks is eligible to apply. Applicants must plan
to enter or continue full-time studies at a Canadian recognized post-secondary institution.
For details on the scholarship eligibility and application process, visit
www.ourtrust.org/scholarship. The deadline for applications is April 20, 2017.
Donations to the scholarship fund are still welcome and can be made to: CIBC account
05070/45-51311 c/o Columbia Basin Trust.
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Upgrading Affordable Housing in the
Basin
News: March 13, 2017

Trust provides $2 million for
energy conservation
improvements
Many of the affordable housing
units operated by non-profit
organizations in the Columbia
Basin need energy retrofits,
such as replacing boilers and
windows. A new Columbia
Basin Trust program will
provide funding and support to
help make these improvements
possible.
“This new program will help
ensure existing affordable housing units are maintained, cost-effective, energy-efficient
and comfortable for residents,” said Johnny Strilaeff, President and CEO, Columbia Basin
Trust. “There is a clear demand for affordable housing in this region. We have helped
create over 400 new affordable housing units in the past few years and we are now able to
play a role in preserving existing stock.”
Through the Columbia Basin Trust Energy Retrofit Program, non-profit organizations in the
Basin will be able to: perform energy assessments and develop plans; access existing
rebate and other retrofit programs; and pay for retrofits through Trust-funded grants.
Energy retrofits include activities like improving or replacing boilers, windows, hot water
heaters, lighting, insulation and heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems.
The Trust is working with the BC Housing and BC Non-Profit Housing Association to
deliver the program.
“We are excited to partner with Columbia Basin Trust on this initiative that will improve the
efficiency and sustainability of the housing stock in the region and the quality of life for
tenants,” said Kishone Roy, CEO of BC Non-Profit Housing Association. “Our asset
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management team will be using their years of experience in energy efficiency audits and
upgrades to identify and complete retrofits in the Columbia Basin.”
To accommodate groups in varying states of readiness, the $2 million program will have
two intakes with the first one offered in May. Grants will likely range from $10,000 to
$60,000. To learn more, visit ourtrust.org/energyretrofit.
Residents told the Trust that affordable housing, energy conservation and supporting nonprofits were priorities for them; this new program addresses all three. Learn more about
the Trust’s work in housing at ourtrust.org/housing.
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Enhanced Ways to Get Moving, Have
Fun and Get Fit
News: March 16, 2017

Columbia Basin Trust approves 38 recreation
infrastructure projects
(Columbia Basin) – Columbia Basin Trust is providing
$1.8 million for 38 projects to support a variety of groups
and organizations in building infrastructure that
encourages active lifestyles in the Basin. The Recreation
Infrastructure Grants program supports community efforts
to create new or upgrade existing recreation facilities and
trails in the region.
Since the program launched in early 2016, the Trust has
funded 100 projects with $6.3 million, including 222 kilometres on 43 trails, 36 outdoor
facilities like playgrounds and tennis courts and 10 other facilities like riding arenas and
gymnasiums. Projects are located in 34 Basin communities. The final intake for the
program will open November 2017.
“Residents have told us they would like the Trust’s help to build stronger, more resilient
and more enjoyable communities, and part of this is having the amenities they need to
lead active, healthy lifestyles,” said Kindy Gosal, Columbia Basin Trust Director, Special
Initiatives. “We’re pleased to see such a positive response to the program, and we’re
happy to support these community-based projects that have a lot of the preparatory work
done, have commitments for other funding, and have local residents willing to pitch in and
make the project work.”
Read about all the approved projects and learn more about the program at ourtrust.org/rig.
RIG by the Numbers
ourtrust.org/recbythenumbers
Recent recipients include the following:

A Trail for All Abilities
http://ourtrust.org/enhanced-ways-to-get-moving-have-fun-and-get-fit/[03/30/17 11:19:30 AM]
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Seniors-only Gym Expands
A Permanent Home for a Popular Sport
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Trust Continues Partnership with
Alliance for Literacy
News: March 22, 2017

$1 million over two years committed to CBAL
Family Night Out. Books
Everywhere. Together to
Learn: Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy (CBAL)
ensures that communities
have access to the literacy
programs and support
services they need. Their
unique regional approach

Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy offers numerous programs

will continue to have

for all ages.

Columbia Basin Trust’s
support with another two year funding commitment.
“This is a unique arrangement in the province; it’s a regional strategy that is driven by
community priorities. Nowhere else in BC uses this coordinated approach to literacy that
also accounts for local support and priorities. It’s a very successful method, and we are
happy to continue this partnership with another funding commitment,” said Johnny
Strilaeff, President and CEO, Columbia Basin Trust.
The Trust is providing $1 million over two years to CBAL. The non-profit delivers literacy
programming in 77 communities throughout the region. Their range of literacy programs
and services for children, families, adults and seniors, include reading, writing, numeracy,
health, financial and computer literacy support. The regional network allows each
community to focus on its specific needs.
“The Trust’s generous support over the past 16 years has allowed CBAL to build its
internal capacity and stability. There is no question in my mind that we would not have had
the ability to increase our literacy services over the years and, especially, to provide
settlement and language services to newcomers to the Basin without the Trust’s support,”
said Ali Wassing, executive director of CBAL.
Wassing is retiring at the end of April after more than 10 years at the helm of CBAL.
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“The Trust’s support for CBAL goes back to 2001. The partnership has grown over that
time thanks to the work of the staff and volunteers and in no small part because of Ali
Wassing and her commitment to making the alliance a Basin-wide organization. We offer
our congratulations and wish her all the best in her retirement,” said Strilaeff.
Desneiges Profili takes over the role of executive director on May 1. The Trust looks
forward to working with her in this next stage in the alliance’s evolution.
CBAL partners with community organizations to develop, promote and deliver services to
help citizens of all ages improve their literacy skills and engage in life-long learning.
CBAL’s vision is to help all people get the functional skills needed to participate fully in
their communities: socially, economically, politically, and culturally. The Trust is one of six
funders for the non-profit organization.
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Non-Profit Essentials Webinar Series
Offers Online Learning
News: March 21, 2017

Non-profit organizations in the Basin can now access high-impact educational modules
with the Non-Profit Essentials Webinar Series.
The Trust has partnered with Vantage Point, experts in learning opportunities for
volunteers and non-profits, to develop and deliver the webinar series that explores
important topics non-profit societies face today. Combining online videos with slide notes
and workbooks, the series offers tools to expand the knowledge and build capacity in nonprofit organizations across the Basin.
Non-profit boards and leadership play a critical role in overseeing their organizations’
mission, human and financial resources and strategic direction. Boards provide leadership
by setting direction, making policy and strategic decisions, overseeing and monitoring staff
and volunteer performance and ensuring overall sustainability. They are also responsible
for the articulation and preservation of the organization’s mission, vision, values and
culture.
The webinar series will contribute to the vitality of non-profit organizations across all
sectors.
The series has 12 pre-recorded, 15 minute videos that help participants increase their
capacity for managing a non-profit organization. The videos provide training in six key
areas:
■ the roles and responsibilities of a board
■ effective meetings
■ financial governance
http://ourtrust.org/non-profit-essentials-webinar-series-offers-online-learning/[03/30/17 11:20:59 AM]
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■ risk management
■ volunteer management
■ evaluation
Each video includes slide notes and a workbook with information and tools to support the
learning. The Non-Profit Essentials Webinar Series is geared towards boards and
leadership of non-profit organizations with roots in rural communities and who rely heavily
on volunteers to achieve their missions. However, anyone involved with a non-profit can
benefit from the information in the modules.
Begin your learning today here and click on one of the webinars to get started.
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Receive Support to Attend Keeping it
Rural Conference
News: March 20, 2017

Interested in attending the Keeping it Rural 2017 Conference? Apply now to
receive $1,000 in support from Columbia Basin Trust.
The Keeping it Rural 2017 Conference is a two day event focused on rural community
development. It takes place in Kelowna on June 20-21, 2017.
Columbia Basin Trust plans to help up to 20 Basin-based residents attend the event by
offering up to $1,000 to offset expenses.
Eligibility
To be eligible to receive the Trust funds, you must:
1. be a resident in Columbia Basin Trust’s region, see map here; and
2. not be attending for the benefit of a role within local government.
Note: A maximum of one person per organization will be eligible for the support.
Eligible Expenses
Selected residents will be required to submit an expense form with accompanying
documentation after the conference to be reimbursed up to a maximum of $1,000 for the
following eligible expenses:
1. Registration fees
2. Accommodation
3. Car rental, taxi, or public transit, and/or

http://ourtrust.org/receive-support-to-attend-keeping-it-rural-conference/[03/30/17 11:21:56 AM]
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4. Mileage (reimbursed at $0.53 per kilometer)
How to Apply
Send an email to lbiln@cbt.org with the following details:
1. Subject line: Keeping it Rural 2017 Conference Support
2. Name
3. Mailing Address
4. Phone number
5. A brief description (maximum 200 words) outlining:
■ your role in the area of rural community development
■ how your attendance will benefit you, and
■ how you will use your learnings from the conference for your organization and/or
your community’s benefit
Application Deadline
Apply by midnight local time on April 27, 2017.
Notification
The Trust will notify you via email on May 4, 2017 to inform you if your request for support
is approved.
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2016 STATE OF THE BASIN

Snapshot Report
A region-wide check-up on life in the Columbia Basin-Boundary Region
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The Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute, at Selkirk College, is a regional research centre with a mandate to support informed decisionmaking by Columbia Basin-Boundary communities through the provision of information, applied research and related outreach and extension
support. Visit www.cbrdi.ca for more information.

Welcome
Since 2012 the Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute has been producing the State of the Basin (SOTB) Report, designed to monitor and
report on information relating to well-being in the Columbia Basin-Boundary region. This year the SOTB has had a face-lift, exploring a growing
number of indicators and presenting these indicators in a full report and a series of Trends Analysis Briefs.

USING RESEARCH TO IMPROVE REGIONAL WELL-BEING
Every day, organizations make decisions that influence our region’s future. In order to ensure these decisions are sound, research on conditions and
trends is required. The primary goal of the SOTB is to provide access to the data communities need to make decisions that lead to greater regional
well-being.

The Economy pillar considers levels of activity and diversity in our region’s economic
sectors and workforce, as well as the built environment (e.g., infrastructure).

•

The Society pillar includes demographic characteristics, education and learning, early
childhood development, civic engagement, and health & wellness.

•

The Culture pillar includes arts, culture, heritage, and recreation.

•

The Environment pillar includes biodiversity, species at risk, threatened ecosystems, health
and management of natural resources, and wildfire.
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In this snapshot, indicators are broken out to different themes that relate to one or more of
the four core pillars:

SO

INDICATORS & DATA SOURCES
SOTB research draws on data from a variety of sources including
federal, provincial, and local governments, non-profit initiatives,
and other organizations. The indicators we use have a consistent
data source – meaning we can access the same information,
collected in the same way, every year. As a result, indicators
are largely quantitative. It is important to remember that these
indicators only tell part of the story. To further inform our
understanding of well-being, a statistically significant sample
of residents (n=400) were asked a series of questions designed
to better understand subjective well-being. Select findings are
presented in this report.

Valemo
ount

Valemount
Corridor

Revelstoke
Corridor

Due to data release cycles, not all indicators are updated every
year, which is why some of the indicators are reporting on data
from previous years. Previous SOTB reports and Trends Analysis
Briefs are available online at cbrdi.ca/state-of-the-basin.

Golden

Columbia
Valley
Corridor

Revelstoke

Radium Hot
Springs

THE COLUMBIA BASIN-BOUNDARY REGION
The Columbia Basin-Boundary region encompasses more than
8.6 million hectares of land in southeastern British Columbia.
It includes 28 communities within the Regional Districts of
Kootenay Boundary, Central Kootenay, and East Kootenay, as
well as the Village of Valemount (Regional District of FraserFort George), and a portion of the Columbia Shuswap Regional
District. Three development regions are also included in whole or
in part. The region is home to 162,900 people.1
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28

people attend arts or
cultural events

people are between
ages 25 and 64

people are satisfied
with the quality of the
local environment
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If the Columbia Basin-Boundary was
made up of 100 people, there would
be approximately.
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21

people are over
age 65

24

people are under
the age 25

6

people
identify as
Aboriginal

97

speak English most
often at home

84

people donate
to charity

61

people feel the people
who make decisions in their
community represent the
community as a whole
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PHYSICAL HEALTH
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Health & Wellness
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When asked to rate general health services (e.g., Doctor or Pharmacist) 64% of residents
polled rated these services as good or very good. However, only 35% of residents polled felt
their access to mental health services (e.g., psychologist or psychiatrist) could be considered good or very good.

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Low Birth Weight (LBW) is an important determinant of mortality, morbidity, and disability in infancy and childhood,
and can have long-term impacts on health outcomes in adult life.2 The average incidence of LBW for the Columbia
Basin-Boundary is 53.6 low weight births per 1,000 live births, slightly better than the provincial average of 55.6.3

The Early Development Instrument (EDI) assesses the developmental readiness of a group of children and can help identify vulnerabilities.
Vulnerability is most often reported by the proportion of children who are vulnerable on one or more scales of the EDI, including physical, social,
language, emotional, and communication scales. The percentage of children vulnerable in one or more domain for the 2004/05 to 2015/16 school
years are shown on the graph.

PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN VULNERABLE IN ONE OR MORE DOMAIN, 2004/05 TO 2015/164
Wave 2 (2004/05 - 2006/07)

Wave 3 (2007/08 - 2009/09)

Wave 5 (2011/12 - 2012/13)

Wave 6 (2013/14 - 2015/16)

Wave 4 (2009/10 - 2010/11)

35%
30%

Percentage

25%
20%
15%
10%
5%

Southeast
Kootenay

Rocky
Mountain

Kootenay
Lake

Arrow
Lakes

School District

RECREATION FACILITIES

64%
74%

of residents polled rated their
access to recreational facilities as
good or very good.
of residents polled rated
their access to recreational
experiences and opportunities as
good or very good.
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Education is a key social determinant of health.5 Education increases overall literacy and understanding of how an
individual can promote their own health and well-being, and provides the knowledge and skills needed to actively
participate and contribute to society.
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Our region is fortunate to have formal education opportunities such as public schools6 and post-secondary institutions7, as well as an array of nonformal education and learning opportunities through regional and community-based organizations, including 22 public libraries8 and 39 Strong
Start locations9.
The average high school completion rate over the last five school years is above the provincial average for three of the seven school districts in
our region. These three districts show completion rates of 90% and higher – for two of the school years for Revelstoke and Boundary, and four of
the years for Arrow Lakes. Kootenay Lake and Southeast Kootenay show completion rates lower than the provincial average, along with KootenayColumbia, other than for the 2012/13 school year.
HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION RATES AND AVERAGE FROM 2010/11 TO 2015/16 SCHOOL YEARS BY SCHOOL DISTRICT 10,11
Districts

2010/11

2011/12

2012/13

2013/14

2014/15

SD5 (Southeast Kootenay)

75.0

76.9

79.4

77.7

77.4

SD8 (Kootenay Lake)

76.0

78.5

75

76.6

77.6

SD20 (Kootenay-Columbia)

80.1

77.4

83.9

80.5

81.9

SD6 (Rocky Mountain)

81.3

78.8

76.5

79.2

76.3

SD19 (Revelstoke)

87.4

88.4

90.1

86.1

90.5

SD10 (Arrow Lakes)

93.7

92.2

82.6

90.3

96.8

SD51 (Boundary)

94.2

93.7

82.1

85.2

84.4

All Public Schools in BC

81.0

81.8

83.6

84.2

83.9

AVERAGE 2010/11 TO 2014/15 RATE OF HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION 10,11

77.3%

76.7%

80.8%

78.4%

88.5%

91.1%

87.9%

SD5

SD8

SD20

SD6

SD19

SD10

SD51

65%

of residents polled
rate access to
education as good or
very good

82.9%
BC Schools

In the Columbia Basin-Boundary the
majority of class sizes are smaller than
the provincial average
The downward trend in public school
student enrollment continues, consistent
with the provincial trend. Looking at
the five-year trend, Southeast Kootenay
is one of the 10 school districts in the
province, that shows a slight increase in
enrolment at 1.2%.
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A healthy economy is one part of resilience and well-being. Economic
indicators can help us better understand the economies of our region and
individual communities, providing insight as to what is going well
and what is in need of assistance.
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Population changes impact our economy. One example of change
are projected population changes, shown here (2016-2035) by
Local Health Area.12

The Kootenay Development
Region has an unemployment
rate of 7.4, higher than the
provincial (6.2) and national
(6.9) rates.13

PERCENT CHANGE BETWEEN 2016 AND 2035 PROJECTED
TOTAL POPULATION BY LOCAL HEALTH AREA12

Comparing business formations between 1995 and 2015, the trends for all
Regional Districts in the region are lower than the provincial average of +59.1%.14

The 5 year percent change in employment rate for the
Kootenay Development Region is +3.5%13

Kootenay Development Region

British Columbia

2014

2015

1 Year change

2014

2015

1 Year change

Total, All Industries

67.5

69.0

2.2%

2278.4

2306.2

1.2%

Goods-producing sector

18.3

22.3

21.9%

449.9

459.1

2.0%

Services-producing sector

49.3

46.8

-5.1%

1828.5

1847.2

1.0%

EMPLOYMENT: TOTAL, GOODS-PRODUCING SECTOR, SERVICES PRODUCING SECTOR (IN THOUSANDS), 2014-201513

68%

of Columbia BasinBoundary residents
polled felt that their
families were the same
off financially as they
were 6 months ago.

Our aging demographic is exemplified by the labour replacement ratios that range
between 0.51 and 0.76.1 A ratio of 1.0 would mean the youth and retiree populations are the
same, any number less than 1.0 means an area is unable to maintain the current labour force
with local replacement workers.

$100,000
Average income

In the 2016 SOTB, two sector specific
analyses were done, looking at the
Tourism and the Agricultural sectors.

$80,000
$60,000
$40,000
$20,000
$Central
Kootenay

East
Kootenay

Kootenay
Boundary

Regional District
AVERAGE INCOME FOR ALL FAMILIES BY REGIONAL DISTRICT, 201415
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Infrastructure and basic services are an important part of every community across the region. Local governments are
responsible for nearly 60% of public infrastructure in Canada and any investments in infrastructure and services contribute
to our economy, as well as enhance quality of life.16
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Infrastructure
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As of June 10, 2016, the Interior Health Authority (IHA) reported that public water notifications were issued for 112 water systems.17 For the same
date no water notifications were active for the portion of our region served by Northern Health. The number of notifications for 2016 is down from
the 153 issued in 2015, however many notifications have been in place for over 5 years.

80

Number of notices

70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0
within 1
month

1 month
- 1 year

Length of time:

1-5
years

Total

Boil water notice

5+ years

Reported gross
annual water supply
typically decreased over
the period 2009-201518,19

Water quality advisory

LENGTH OF TERM FOR DRINKING WATER NOTIFICATIONS, COLUMBIA BASIN-BOUNDARY
WATER SYSTEMS, 201617

4.5%

Community

Average

Kaslo
Rossland
Golden
Fernie
Grand Forks
Fruitvale
Creston
Sparwood
Revelstoke
Elkford
Cranbrook
Nelson
Trail
Nakusp
RDCK (Erickson)

-40%

-30%

-20%

-10%

0%

10%

20%

When it comes to traffic, the 2015 data
show that, compared to 2014, average
daily traffic counts increased in the
region by an average of 4.5%. Findings
vary by community. Yahk saw the largest
increase at 8.7%, while Oasis saw the
largest decrease at -1.1%.20

Percentage change
CHANGE IN GROSS ANNUAL WATER SUPPLY, 2009 COMPARED TO 201518,19
www.c brdi .c a
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According to the BC Major Projects Inventory, which tracks projects with an estimated cost of $15 million or greater, the
capital costs of all major projects under construction by the end of June 2016 was $77.9 billion for the province, of which
4.6%, or $3.6 billion, is in the Kootenay Development Region.21

Y

Infrastructure continued
SO

Of the 28 projects listed for the Kootenay Development Region, the largest sector, with 10 projects, is Residential Commercial. Among the
Development Regions in the province the Kootenay Development Region is shown to have the third lowest total number of projects.
The Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) conducts the Rental Market Survey (RMS) twice a year (April and October) to estimate
vacancy and availability within the rental market. However, the survey only includes urban areas with populations of 10,000 or more.
Community

Cranbrook

Nelson

April 2014

5.7%

2.6%

October 2014

1.8%

0.6%

April 2015

1.8%

1.6%

October 2015

2.1%

0.4%

April 2014

5.7%

2.6%

October 2014

2.3%

0.6%

April 2015

2.1%

1.6%

October 2015

2.1%

0.4%

April 2014

$692

$737

October 2014

$698

$742

April 2015

$700

$751

October 2015

$711

$739

Vacancy rate % (total)

Availability rates % (total)

Average rent $ (total)

VACANCY RATE, AVAILABILITY RATE, AND AVERAGE RENT FOR APRIL AND
OCTOBER 2014 AND 2015 FOR CRANBROOK AND NELSON22
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33%

of residents polled
believe their access to
high speed Internet is
'very good'
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GLACIERS
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On average, the extent of glaciers in our region dropped 14% over the period from 1985 to 2005. The trend for this
region is more pronounced than the average for Western Canada—11% over the entire study period, or 0.6% per year.23,24

WILDFIRES
Looking at the data collected for 2016 there has been a dramatic decrease in wildfires in comparison to the previous two years.
80,000

Area burned (hectares)

70,000
60,000
50,000
40,000
30,000
20,000

2016

2013

2010

2007

2004

2001

1998

1995

1992

1989

1986

1983

1980

1977

1974

1971

1968

1965

1962

1959

1956

1953

0

1950

10,000

Year
AREA BURNED BY WILDFIRES IN THE COLUMBIA BASIN-BOUNDARY REGION 1950-201626

SNOW
Snow accumulation is an important contributor to the volume and timing of stream flow in the Columbia Basin-Boundary. The majority of surface
runoff in the region comes from snowmelt. The amount of snowfall is determined by weather conditions, and with the continued progression of
climate change, snowfall patterns are expected to change.25
RESIDENT POLL RESPONSES RELATED TO ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES INCLUDE:
Not a problem (6 or 7)

In between (3-5)

Big problem (1 or 2)

Don't know

Lakes, streams and ground water

67%

28%

4%

1%

Drinking water

71%

23%

5%

1%

Soil erosion

32%

47%

5%

16%

Wildlife

57%

35%

8%

0%

Invasive weeds

16%

53%

15%

16%

Forests and natural vegetation

74%

23%

2%

2%

Air pollution

59%

35%

5%

1%

Extreme weather events

41%

52%

5%

3%

www.c brdi .c a 8

say they see
themselves living
in the region in the
next five years.

93%

of residents polled agree
or strongly agree that their
community is a great place
to live. The majority also
believe their community
has a bright future.
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31% of residents polled say they meet socially with friends or relatives once a
week and 45% say more than once a week, while 7% meet less than once a month.
Our region is similar to provincial and national level percentages.
The Columbia Basin-Boundary is generally a safe place to live, with five of the Local
Health Areas in our region having crime indices that are among the 10 lowest in
the province. Eleven rank among the lowest 20 in the province.

Volunteering &
Charitable Giving
Many programs and services offered in our communities only exist because people are willing
to volunteer their time. According to a recent RDI study of the non-profit social sector, most
social service organizations surveyed rely on volunteers, with one in five having 50 or more
program volunteers.

30,000,000
donated to registered charities

Over the last five years, the percentage of tax filers in our region
who make charitable donations has remained relatively stable,
with almost 30-million dollars donated to registered charities. The
average donation (about $253) has remained relatively stable as
well, with a slight increase in the last two years.

LIBRARIES
Visits to our region’s libraries have increased over the last five years, and to a
large extent in several communities with respect to children and young adult
program attendance. Key to library success, local government support has
increased over the last five years, and some libraries have received considerable
donations and project grants.
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A sense of belonging and connection to community are fundamental aspects of social well-being.27 The vitality of a
community is associated with the overall health and well-being of its residents, including the level of citizen engagement
and the organizations that nurture and support building an engaged community.28
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77%

of residents polled
report that they
volunteer in their
community.
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Parks, Recreation,
& Culture

NM

SO

of Columbia BasinBoundary residents
polled say their access
to arts and cultural
experiences and
opportunities are
good or very good.
Over the last 12 months
42% of residents polled
said they had expressed
themselves through an
arts or cultural activity.

17%
16%
15%
14%
13%
12%
11%
10%
9%
8%

1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
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2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

74%

Average pertcent of total municipal spending

Several communities in our region show above average spending on parks, recreation, and culture.
The trend over the last 30 years in our region is similar to all municipalities in BC.

Year
Average % of spending of all BC Municipalities
Average % of spending of Columbia Basin Boundary Municipalities
AVERAGE PERCENT OF SPENDING BY COLUMBIA BASIN-BOUNDARY MUNICIPALITIES AND BC AVERAGE
ON PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURE FROM 1985 TO 201429

Learn More
State of the Basin indicators provide an overview of our region's well-being and point to issues that may be cause for celebration or concern.
To learn more about the many indicators of well being, explore our topical Trends Analysis Briefs:
•

http://datacat.cbrdi.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/TA_
WorkForce_2016.pdf Trends Analysis: Workforce (2016)

•

http://datacat.cbrdi.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/TA_
Education_2016.pdf Trends Analysis: Education (2016)

•

http://datacat.cbrdi.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/TA_
Tourism_2016.pdf Trends Analysis: Tourism (2016)

•

http://datacat.cbrdi.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/TA_
Economy_2016.pdf Trends Analysis: Economy (2016)

•

http://datacat.cbrdi.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/TA_
Society_2016.pdf Trends Analysis: Community & Society (2016)

•

http://datacat.cbrdi.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/TA_
Demographics_2016.pdf Trends Analysis: Demographics (2016)

•

http://datacat.cbrdi.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/TA_
Poverty_2016.pdf Trends Analysis: Poverty (2016)

•

http://datacat.cbrdi.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/TA_
BasicServices_2016.pdf Trends Analysis: Basic Services (2016)

•

http://datacat.cbrdi.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/TA_
Environment_2016.pdf Trends Analysis: Environment (2016)

•

http://datacat.cbrdi.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/TA_
Agriculture_2016.pdf Trends Analysis: Agriculture (2016)

Beyond State of the Basin, each year the RDI undertakes several research initiatives related to topics our advisors identify as regional
priorities, in part drawing on findings from State of the Basin research. These projects generate new knowledge that can help us form a
deeper understanding of certain issues affecting our well-being. Below is an overview of ongoing applied research projects at the RDI.
•

Asset-Based Rural Development

•

Economic Development Performance Indicators

•

Climate Change Adaptation

•

Poverty Reduction

Visit www.cbrdi.ca to know more.
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The Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute, at Selkirk College, is a regional research centre with a mandate to
support informed decision-making by Columbia Basin-Boundary communities through the provision of information,
applied research, and related outreach and extension support. Visit www.cbrdi.ca for more information.

Subscribe to the RDI e-newsletter
at www.cbrdi.ca

Get involved at www.cbrdi.ca for
your research requirements

State of the Basin findings have been developed by a team of qualified researchers. A variety of data sets were used to develop indicator findings and as such community
groupings may vary from indicator to indicator. In some cases community-specific data is not available. State of the Basin research should not be considered to be a complete
analysis and we make no warranty as to the quality, accuracy or completeness of the data. The Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute, Selkirk College and Columbia
Basin Trust will not be liable for any direct or indirect loss resulting from the use of or reliance on this data.

