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Connecting to the World
Over 12,000 households in 62 rural communities around the Columbia Basin-Boundary region
now have access to new or improved high-speed Internet. This means residents in these areas
can now access resources and enjoy opportunities that increase their quality of life...full story

Improved Trails and
More Recreational
Opportunities
Whether biking to work, hiking peaks or
walking pets, Basin residents prize the trails in
our communities and surrounding areas. To
improve these paths and support healthy
outdoor lifestyles, the Trust launched its new
Trail Enhancement Grants. Apply now to
rehabilitate current trails or build new ones by
December 18...full story

Bringing Technology
to Communities
We're helping Basin communities create
spaces where residents can use technology to
explore, connect and learn in our digital world.
Organizations like libraries and community
centres will be able to outfit their space with
sophisticated digital equipment...full story

Paying it Forward

Nocturnal Art and
Wonder
LUNA Fest in downtown Revelstoke shone a
light on the city's arts scene. The vibrant event
showcased 39 art and performances pieces,
gave locals a reason to collaborate and
celebrate their diversity and creativity.
...full story and photo gallery

The thrift store of the Rossland Health Care
Auxiliary is a popular spot. Residents wait in
line for it to open each Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday to search out what new gems have
made their way onto the shelves. On top of
offering an affordable place to shop, the
society is a major contributor to community
organizations and donated $170,000 last year.
...full story and photo gallery

Events & Deadlines
Apply Now
Co-op Wage Subsidy
Early Bird Tickets Available
Farmers' Market Conference 2019 Kimberley
November 27
BBA Me Inc. Workshop - Revelstoke

Share Your Stories
We want to hear stories of people and places in
the Columbia Basin. Follow the Trust on
Instagram and share your photos with us using
#OurBasin...learn more

November 28
BBA Succession Planning Workshop Revelstoke
November 28
Kootenay Boundary Farm Advisors Cost of
Production Workshop - Nelson
November 29
Online CKCA Grant Writing Workshops
December 4
Kootenay Boundary Farm Advisors Adapting
to Climate Change Workshop - Creston
December 5
Columbia River Treaty Community Meeting Invermere
Go to events page.
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Better Equipped for Connecting to the World
News: November 26, 2018

Over 12,000 Basin-Boundary households have better high-speed Internet access
It’s a milestone being felt around the Columbia Basin and Boundary regions: after more than three years of hard work, residents
in over 12,000 rural households, in more than 62 communities in the region, will have access to new or improved high-speed
Internet.
“Rural Columbia Basin and Boundary residents love their communities for many reasons, including the remoteness, but being
able to rely on the Internet to connect with the larger world—and within our own region—has become essential,” said Johnny
Strilaeff, Columbia Basin Trust President and Chief Executive Officer. “The new high-speed service means residents in these
areas can now access resources and enjoy opportunities that increase their quality of life.”
Columbia Basin Trust partnered with 14 Internet service providers to secure funding from the federal Connecting Canadians
program, the provincial Connecting British Columbia Program and regional districts, in addition to Trust funding. From planning to
implementation, the Trust collaborated with a Regional Broadband Committee comprised of the regional districts of East
Kootenay, Central Kootenay, Kootenay Boundary and Columbia Shuswap, and the Village of Valemount and the Ktunaxa Nation
Council.
“Improving access to high-speed Internet in our rural communities was a key priority for the Regional Broadband Committee,”
said Rob Gay, Regional Broadband Committee Chair and Regional District of East Kootenay Electoral Area C Director. “We’re
excited to see the completion of this project and all the benefits that it brings to rural area citizens.”
The project’s $8-million budget allowed for improvements in two ways. First, the ISPs were able to expand or improve their
infrastructure, most of which is wireless. Second, the Trust was able to expand or improve its existing fibre optic broadband
network so that ISPs could better connect to it. The new equipment now enables a download speed of at least five megabits per
second to rural households with higher speeds available in most communities.
“It’s vitally important for smaller communities throughout B.C. to have reliable, high-speed access in order to grow local
economies, create jobs, access education, health care, emergency services and connect with friends and family,” said Jinny
Sims, Minister of Citizens’ Services. “These significant accomplishments are the result of collaboration between many parties and
serves as a model for other regions wanting to expand connectivity in B.C. Congratulations to everyone involved on this
important achievement.”
In the Regional District of East Kootenay (RDEK), for example, Internet service to the Jaffray, Baynes Lake and Elko fire
departments has greatly improved, with more bandwidth and more reliable connections.
“The radio systems between our fire halls, as well as our radio connection to dispatch in Kelowna, are all linked via Internet,” said
Dave Boreen, Elk Valley and South Country Rural Fire & Rescue Service Chief. “With such a large area to protect, the new highspeed Internet gives us better communications by enabling us to link through alternate repeaters, and to have a direct radio
connection to dispatch. To have reliable Internet is critical to ensure that our radio communications stay operational.”
Grey Creek resident Michella Moss is a customer of the East Shore Internet Society, one of the ISPs involved in the project. As a
professional voice actor, she works on projects ranging from movie trailers to video games—and can now send and receive files
more quickly with the improved Internet speeds.
“I rely on my website to attract clients, to receive auditions from my agent, and to send mp3 and wav files to clients both
regionally and internationally,” she said. “I feel very blessed to be able to live where I do. I’ve made a quiet studio space without
the expense required in a noisy city environment and am able to make a living doing what I love without giving up my need to live
remotely.”
The Trust is committed to continue extending its network and supporting ISPs and communities as they strive to improve Internet
service. Learn more about all the Trust’s work in broadband—one of its strategic priorities—at ourtrust.org/broadband.
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Enhancing Recreational Opportunities on Basin Trails
News: November 5, 2018

Columbia Basin Trust supports physical well-being through new granting program
Whether biking to work, hiking peaks or walking pets, Columbia Basin residents prize the trails in our communities and
surrounding areas. To improve these paths and support healthy outdoor lifestyles, Columbia Basin Trust is launching its new
three-year, $1.5-million Trail Enhancement Grants.
“Basin residents rely on trails for recreation, exercise and everyday life, and this program will help make sure these networks are
in great shape so present and future generations can enjoy them,” said Johnny Strilaeff, Columbia Basin Trust President and
Chief Executive Officer. “Supporting healthy active lifestyles for Basin residents is a priority for us.”
The grants will help fund projects that rehabilitate current trails—perhaps because they were damaged in a storm or have aging
infrastructure like bridges—or build new trails. Funding may be provided to make trails more accessible, and user-friendly, to a
wider variety of users, incorporate Indigenous cultural or heritage values, reduce environmental impacts or connect existing trails.
Funding may also go toward amenities like signs and benches.
The deadline to apply for the first intake, offering a total of $500,000, is December 18, 2018. The Trust will fund a maximum of
$25,000 per project. Learn more about the program and apply at ourtrust.org/trailgrants.
This program is one of the ways the Trust is addressing its strategic priority to support recreation and physical activity in the
region. It’s also part of its broader, $3-million, three-year commitment to support recreational sites and trails in particular. In
addition, the Trust’s Recreation Infrastructure Grants provided $9.4 million to 153 projects over three years. The Trust also
launched Basin PLAYS, which supports youth sports and physical activity in communities and schools. Learn more at
ourtrust.org/recreation.

https://ourtrust.org/enhancing-recreational-opportunities-on-basin-trails/[01/10/19 8:25:44 AM]
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Bringing the Latest Technology to Communities
News: November 19, 2018

The Trust’s new Community Technology Program helps create tech-enabled spaces
Much of life today revolves around technology. More and more people are seeing new opportunities in the areas of video and
music production, creating digital art and animation or recording their own podcasts. Yet not everyone has access to the
technology required to participate or thrive in this digital world. Soon, more Columbia Basin residents will be able to access digital
equipment and software, with support from Columbia Basin Trust’s new Community Technology Program.
The two-year, $1.5-million program will provide grants and support to registered non-profits, and First Nations and local
governments that operate public spaces like libraries and community centres. These organizations will be able to outfit their
public space with sophisticated digital equipment so that residents can access the latest technology to help bring their creative
ideas to life.
“It’s easy to say that everyone should be online these days, or using state-of-the-art digital equipment, but not everyone has the
means to do so,” said Johnny Strilaeff, Columbia Basin Trust President and Chief Executive Officer. “This new program will help
level the playing field so that Basin residents can enhance their digital literacy and get creative. They can try out things like 3D
printers, robotics kits or receive training to learn, connect and create using technology for free at community spaces.”
Creating a tech-enabled community space may include purchasing equipment such as desktop computers with specialized
software, video cameras, and digitization and recording studio equipment. The program will also support renovations to house
the equipment, or acquiring suitable furniture. Educational and training components that teach the public how to use the
equipment will also be supported.
The application process has two stages. First, interested organizations must submit an expression of interest by December 17,
2018. Selected organizations will work with a program advisor to develop the concept and write the application. A second intake
will be held later in 2019. Learn more at ourtrust.org/communitytech.
This program is one of the ways the Trust helps communities address their priorities. It also supports community efforts through
several other programs, including its Community Development Program and Community Initiatives and Affected Areas Programs.
Learn more at ourtrust.org/community.

https://ourtrust.org/bringing-the-latest-technology-to-communities/[01/10/19 8:28:02 AM]
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Nocturnal Art and Wonder
REVELSTOKE , ARTS AND CULTURE

“There are so many amazing artists in Revelstoke and we have such great
community spirit here; we decided we could do something that the whole
community could be a part of that shines a light on our arts scene.”
This is Jana Thompson, Executive Director of the Revelstoke Chamber and one of the main organizers behind
LUNA, Revelstoke’s annual celebration of the arts – at night – in September.
Started in 2017 by the Chamber, Revelstoke Arts Council, Revelstoke Visual Arts Society and Revelstoke
Performing Arts Centre, LUNA drew 3,000 people in its first year and doubled its attendance in 2018 with over
6,000 taking part this past September.
From 6 p.m. to midnight, participants wander through a transformed downtown Revelstoke. You might see a play
in an alley, view an art exhibit in a storefront or meet up with roving musicians or dancers as you make your way
between festival installations.
“We wanted to take the everyday – the street you walk down each day, the alcove you pass by and never notice –
and make the ordinary into something fantastic,” says Thompson.
But of all the amazing 39 art and performances pieces that made up LUNA this year, Thompson says the most
thrilling thing is the level of community collaboration and support the event generates.

“The reason why this event has been so successful out of the gate is community collaboration,” says Thompson.
“Businesses, artists, educators, volunteers, residents – everyone comes together, young and old, and celebrates
our community. LUNA is to let people know that everyone can make art, everyone can contribute and collaborate.”
This all-inclusive vibe is one of the reasons the Trust supports events like these, which boost quality of life in the
region, reflect community priorities and attract visitors. The Trust also knows how important a dynamic arts and
culture scene is to Basin residents—and what better way to illuminate local talent and creativity than to light them
up at night.

Photos: Aaron Orlando
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Paying it Forward
ROSSLAND , NON-PROFIT , COMMUNITY

The thrift store of the Rossland Health Care Auxiliary is a popular spot. With folks waiting in
line for the shop to open each Wednesday, Friday and Saturday to search out what new
gems have made their way onto shelves, the store is in high demand by local and not-solocal shoppers.
“We have people coming from away – along with all of our locals – from Nelson, Trail Castlegar,” says Marie Skinner, Society President.
“When I came through the store today, there were about 50 shoppers. Residents tell us how much they appreciate having a place they can
afford to shop.”
But the store is much more than a place to find bargains or vintage items. It is a major annual contributor to the health foundation of the
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital, plus to community organizations like the Rossland Search and Rescue, Rossland and Trail food
banks and Trail hospice.
“We gave away around $170,000 last year,” says Skinner. “We have 50 active volunteers that look after pretty much everything
we have to do. We are a big family. And we love what we do.”

Skinner lists many joys when it comes to the store, but three stand out for her: the support the store provides to
the community, the camaraderie of working as a group, and how hard they work to keep as many items as
possible out of the landfill.
“We ship clothing to Positive Apparel in Nelson, which they process into material for shipping overseas. We also
cut rags and sell those to local businesses.”
In ways like these, the Society is making a real difference – one reason the Trust supports it and so many other
non-profits across the Basin. This year, the Trust helped fund a mechanical room with a new heating and air
conditioning system.
Now heading into its 81st year, the store shows no signs of slowing down – much of it thanks to its many
volunteers. Skinner says, “It’s amazing what people can achieve when they put their heart and soul into something
they believe in.” If you want to learn more about what the Rossland Health Care Auxiliary thrift store does, visit
their facebook page.
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