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Good Food for All
One of only two of its kind in BC, the Nelson Community Food Centre is serving nutritious food,
teaching food skills and reducing social isolation for nearly 2,000 people each year. Though the
Centre focuses on family, community and social well-being, food is the anchor for these
connections...full story

Handmade Success
What started six years ago as a basement
hobby for Ryan and his wife Jill has grown to a
1,400-square-foot workshop on Ymir Road just
outside of Nelson. Popov Leather now
employs 12 people, sending out 50 to 60
hand-cut and sewn leather goods orders each
day...full story

Conserved for Future
How do you preserve your community’s
history? This year, the Trust is supporting 43
heritage projects with over $2.8 million to
support efforts to honour the past by
conserving it for the future...full story

Recognize this spot?
Harmony Park - across from the Cranbrook
History Centre - will be getting a new sculpture
in 2020, enhancing this spot for visitors to the
area. Meadow Creek, Salmo, Nelson and
Rossland will also be adding art installations to
expand the impact of arts and culture in public
spaces...full story

Showcasing Arts and
Culture
See the rich history, arts and culture of the
Columbia River on display at the Columbia
Basin Transboundary Conference: One River,
One Future in September...full story

Events & Deadlines
Apply Now
Basin PLAYS Training Grants
Apply Now
Co-op Wage Subsidy
Apply Now
Apprentice Wage Subsidy
Deadline: July 31
Child Care Capital Grants

Enter our photo
contest!

August 15
School Works Applications Available

Photographers of selected photos will receive
$100 and credit in our 2020 calendar...learn
more

September 12-14, 2019
Columbia River Basin Transboundary
Conference
September 20, Creston
AGM and Community BBQ
October 5-6, Valemount
Basin PLAYS in Action
October 19-20, Castlegar
Basin PLAYS in Action
October 26-27, Cranbrook
Basin PLAYS in Action
Deadline: October 29
Social Grants
Go to events page.
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Good Food for All
Nelson, Non-Profit, Community,

A thriving community where people come together
around good food for all.
This is the vision statement of the Nelson Community Food Centre.
A place where the goals and dreams simply stated in its vision statement are
being realized.
One of only two of its kind in BC, the Nelson Community Food Centre is the most
recent addition to the Community Food Centre network in Canada.
The Community Food Centre movement – made up of 12 Centres across
Canada – started in 2001 in Toronto. Each Centre creates its own unique
programming, but each has the same idea at its core – creating a space where
the people in a community who are experiencing food insecurity can come
together to eat well, create connections and reduce social isolation.
But before they were the Nelson Community Food Centre, they were the Nelson
Food Cupboard, an organization that was already leading community-based food
security programming in the West Kootenay. The Trust has been supporting
them along their journey from Cupboard to Centre, most recently as part of a
broad renovation project to improve and expand programming and increase
participation by community members.

Thriving Community
The Nelson Food Cupboard got its name from just that – a cupboard of food in a
space rented from the Nelson United Church. From a single cupboard in 2001,
growing community need meant that more space and more volunteers were
required. Operations were moved into the basement of the church and
programming began to grow.
Following a traditional food bank model at the start, the Nelson Food Cupboard
began moving into diversified activities. Andrew Creighton, Community Relations

Manager with the Centre, says the name change from Nelson Food Cupboard to
Nelson Community Food Centre was a case of playing catch-up.
“We had already been operating like a community food centre for quite some
time,” says Andrew. “There is a wide range of where organizations are at in their
evolution. For us it was time to officially move to that next level. The Trust’s
support on our reno project will enable more people to participate in more
programs that are designed for their needs.”
The Centre is visited by close to 2,000 people for its various programs every
year. And the number and range of programs has blossomed over the last few
years and now includes food skills workshops for young and old, gardening,
harvest gleaning, community dinners along with food bank services.
For Andrew, the Centre is working to create a diverse, active community where
one connection can spark many more, one relationship can grow into another.
“The magic happens when there is cross pollination between programs.
Somebody comes in to do one thing, access one program and ends up getting
interested and involved in others. It’s all about connections and being with
people. Food is the anchor.”

Together
Many of the programs at the Centre focus around family, community and social
well-being. These are at the heart of the what the Nelson Community Food
Centre is all about.
Family nights and youth cooking classes are examples of programs that have
been developed to reflect the Community Food Centre movement’s core principle
of bringing people together to share food.
Family-friendly dinners include everyone from infants to grandparents – a crossgenerational gathering that Andrew says helps to create a space where everyone
is welcome. “It’s bringing people together for a fun experience. Families cook
together, share a meal, clean up together and take the leftovers home. It’s a
positive and dignified experience.”
Food skills programs for youth are another way the Centre is helping to bring
people together. Kids participate for eight weeks learning to make a range of
meals and food items. On the afternoon some of the photos were taken, students

were enjoying an end-of-program celebration, making food and sharing all they
had learned over the past two months with family and friends.
Along with youth programs, the Centre also offers food skills sessions for adults
along with food processing classes where people can learn about canning, drying
and making jams and jellies.

Good Food for All
The Centre has its own garden which everyone is welcome to lend a hand with,
and a Harvest Rescue program to glean fruit and vegetables in the community. In
the fall, the Centre is sometimes busy with processing thousands of pounds of
fruit.
“Our garden and community gleaning reflect the wholistic approach of
Community Food Centres,” says Andrew. “We grow our own food to share or
make sure the excess produce in the community is accessed and utilized. It’s a
360-degree approach that tries to make sure everyone is receiving nutritional,
safe, delicious and local food.”

An Improved Space
In 2018, the Nelson Community Food Centre approached the Trust to support
their efforts to renovate their space which had been minimally changed since it
opened. The goal was to have the space better meet the needs of the community
and support expanded activities.
The main room – where most of the programming including events like family
evenings and community dinners take place – has been completely renovated.
All new flooring and LED lighting has been installed, all windows – which were
opaque and allowed minimal natural light to enter – have been updated.
Administrative spaces have been updated to better accommodate staff, new
shelving has been added throughout the Centre and a new kitchen is also in the
works for completion in 2020. A walk-in cooler is now in place, taking the place of
several small fridges.
Together, these changes are helping the Nelson Community Food Centre realize
its vision statement for itself and for the community.

“The space before saw many special and good events, but now with the
renovation, we are making something good even better. Seeing people’s faces
when they walked in for the first time – they were amazed and happy at what
they were seeing. It’s really moving. The space is now so much brighter and
more welcoming to be in. It’s now a special place they can be in that’s really
lovely.”
Learn more about the Nelson Community Food Centre and their programming at
https://nelsoncfc.ca.

Past Honoured, Conserved for Future

Past Honoured, Conserved for Future
News: July 17, 2019

The Slocan Valley Historical Society will be restoring the Merriwake fishing boat thanks to a Columbia
Basin Trust grant.
There are many approaches used to preserve the region’s history, from installing interpretive signs or
offering new museum exhibits, to creating conservation plans or training archival staff. This year,
Columbia Basin Trust is supporting 43 heritage projects with over $2.8 million to support efforts to
honour the past by conserving it for the future.
“The ways people can preserve this region’s history, and make sure it remains relevant to future
generations, are as varied as the history itself,” said Johnny Strilaeff, President and CEO, Columbia
Basin Trust. “With input from Basin residents, the Trust developed a strategic priority to ensure the
history and culture of the Basin is celebrated. Alongside our partner Heritage BC, we are pleased to
support heritage and other organizations, whether they plan to acquire or conserve assets or better
manage and promote what they already have.”
Here are three examples of projects that are helping conserve the Basin’s past.
In Kimberley, the Sullivan Mine & Railway Historical Society will be preserving its Powerhouse, built
around 1924. By doing items like brickwork repair and restoring all 34 windows (totalling 3,200 glass
panes), it will be preserving this building while protecting the artifacts within it. These range from huge
compressors, to a large hand-crafted mine model, to a two-tonne high-grade ore sample that was
exhibited at the 1967 World’s Fair in Montreal.

Mick Henningson, President of the Sullivan Mine & Railway Historical Society, stands with Elana
Zysblat, Heritage Consultant, who helped the society undertake a project to preserve its Powerhouse.
“The mining railway sees over 10,000 visitors per year, and the Powerhouse facility illustrates the scale
of the mining operation and Kimberley’s rich history,” said Mick Henningson, President. “This very
important preservation work will keep this heritage building in good shape for years to come, including
all the heritage assets contained within it, for visitors to continue to learn from and enjoy.”
The Slocan Valley Historical Society will be restoring a 31-foot Japanese Canadian fishing boat, to be
displayed in the village of Slocan. Built by the Matsumoto family in 1929 in Prince Rupert, the
Merriwake was confiscated from its owners during World War II and eventually ended up partially sunk
in Kootenay Lake. The society will also be producing short video clips about the boat’s past and
restoration.
“The public display and interpretation of this heritage resource will ensure that people will remember
what happened to an entire population,” said Joyce Johnson, President. “It will highlight the resiliency
and perseverance of the Japanese Canadian people who had lost so much during World War II. It
represents a time in our nation’s history that we cannot forget.”
The Village of Salmo will be partnering with the Salmo Valley Chamber of Commerce to create a new,
permanent, outdoor mining exhibit along the old railway bed. It will restore and install several pieces of
equipment from now-defunct mines in the Salmo Valley, including the first diesel locomotive used in
BC, along with educational displays.

Salmo will be home to a new outdoor mining exhibit, displaying items like this steam boiler, thanks to a
Columbia Basin Trust grant.
“The Salmo Valley-area mines are a significant chapter in the history of mining locally and throughout
the Kootenay region,” said Anne Williams, Chief Administrative Officer. “The exhibit will reflect,
preserve and share the valley’s rich mining history with both residents and tourists. It will play a
significant role in further enhancing community and broader awareness of this history.”
This project funding is an example of the Trust’s three-year, $7.8-million commitment to support the
Basin’s heritage values. The Trust is also partnering with Heritage BC to enhance the capacity of local
heritage organizations by supporting a Basin-based heritage planner. Learn more at
ourtrust.org/heritage.
For a complete list of 2019 Built Heritage Grants, click here.
For a complete list of 2019 Heritage, Museum and Archive Grants, click here.
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Handmade Success

Nelson, Business, Investments, Our Trust 2019

When do you know your hobby might hold the key to
becoming your full-time job?
For Ryan Popoff, owner of Popov Leather, it happened in March 2013.
“I had graduated from art school at the University of Victoria and found myself
getting obsessed with my next hobby—leather-work,” says Ryan. “I wanted to
create a wallet that was minimalistic and see if I could sell it. My lightbulb
moment was getting money for something I had made–it was the biggest pat on
the back, the biggest validation that my hobby could turn into something more.”
That first sale on the e-commerce website Etsy was the kickoff to a lot more.
What started six years ago as a basement hobby for Ryan and his wife Jill has
grown to a 1,400-square-foot workshop on Ymir Road just outside of Nelson.
Born and raised in Castlegar and Nelson respectively, Ryan and Jill saw the
business as an opportunity to move back to the Kootenays, do their work and
start a family.
Popov Leather produces hand-cut and -sewn wallets, belts, notebook covers and
made-to-order leather goods. Since hiring its first employee in 2016, the business
has rapidly expanded. It now has 12 employees and the average day sees 50 to
60 orders shipped across Canada and the US—double at Christmastime.
But when trying to fill an ever-growing order list, other aspects of the business
may not get the time or attention they need.
Enter Basin RevUp.
The Trust introduced the Basin RevUp business growth accelerator program in
2018. It helps non-technology-based businesses that are poised for growth to
address their individual challenges so they can grow, thrive and obtain future
success.

Developed by Accelerate Okanagan, the program connects these businesses
with experienced mentors, called executives-in-residence, and provides
customized growth plans, mentorship and coaching, tailored training
opportunities and peer-to-peer engagement.
For Ryan and Popov Leather, the program was a game-changer.
“I feel like a completely different person,” says Ryan. “I have a new level of
knowledge and confidence to run and grow my business. Having that level of
experience and engagement around my business and being able to ask the
questions I needed to ask—even being aware of the questions I should be asking
as a business owner and was not asking—has had an amazing impact. Working
with my executive-in-residence, meeting with them every week, has kept me on
task and accountable and helped clear hurdles that were holding us back.”
With year-over-year growth, one hurdle for the business has been understanding
and managing productivity and efficiency. As an outcome of Popov Leather’s
participation in Basin RevUp, Ryan has hired a production manager to help him
and the team meet the demand their product has inspired.
“I would consider my time in Basin RevUp as a turning point for Popov Leather,”
says Ryan. “I feel I will look back in 10 years and see this time as pivotal.”
Published July 18, 2019

Public Art Brings New Opportunities for Basin Communities

Public Art Brings New Opportunities for Basin
Communities
News: July 3, 2019

Five new public art projects will feature the work of Basin artists.
Basin communities will soon feature new murals and sculptures by local artists as part of Columbia
Basin Trust’s Public Art Grant program.
Now in its second of three years, the program will provide $92,400 in support of five community
projects that will begin this summer. The Trust is providing funding to help communities add public art
to their main streets, plazas and other outdoor spaces.
“People in the Basin told us they wanted to see the history and culture of the region celebrated by
vibrant arts, culture and heritage,” says Aimee Ambrosone, Executive Director of Delivery of Benefits
for the Trust. “This program helps communities create or enhance spaces of public interest with the
installation of outdoor public art like sculptures, murals and other types of art that are a draw for locals
and visitors alike, while supporting and showcasing local artists.”

A new art installation at Harmony Park will help revitalize this public space in Cranbrook.
The City of Cranbrook will install a sculpture in Harmony Park opposite the Cranbrook History Centre
along highway 95/Van Horne Street, helping to rejuvenate a community green space with a new
feature of interest when the project is completed in 2020.
“We thought that this was a fantastic way to create enhanced interest in this park,” says Ron Fraser,
Director of Innovation and Collaboration for the City of Cranbrook. “It already has seating, grass,
vegetation and night illumination. With the sculpture, it will have a new focus of interest and will
become a destination for museum visitors, travellers and residents.”
In Meadow Creek, the Lardeau Valley Opportunity LINKS Society is partnering with a local artist group,
the Koots Artist Collective – comprised of Yvonne Boyd, Christopher Peterson and Spring Shine from
Argenta – to create an installation near one of the community’s many market gardens – Earth Temple
Garden. Constructed from a frame of welded angle iron, covered in wire and then plastered with
concrete, the finished piece is expected to weigh between 2000 and 4000 pounds. The monumental
sculpture will create a new focal point for the community and visitors.

Earth Temple Garden in Meadow Creek will be the site of a new sculpture by a local artists’ collective.
“We are very excited; this is quite an opportunity for the community of Meadow Creek,” says Nichol
Ward, Administrator for the Society. “It’s a way to connect what we think are two very important parts
of our community and area – our farmers and our artists. The local food economy here is burgeoning
and we have a really strong artistic scene – these are attracting more visitors to our area and this new
sculpture will create even more interest in our growing farmers’ market and the other parts of our
community.”
Along with Cranbrook and Meadow Creek, Salmo, Rossland and Nelson will also be adding art
installations that will expand the impact of arts and culture in public spaces.
The final intake of the Public Arts Grant program will take place in 2020. The grant funds up to 80 per
cent of the cost of the artwork and installation, to a maximum of $30,000. Learn more and see past
recipients at ourtrust.org/publicart.
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Showcasing Arts and Culture of the Columbia River Basin

Showcasing Arts and Culture of the Columbia
River Basin
News: July 24, 2019

Poets, performers, visual art displays included at international conference

The rich history, arts and culture of the Columbia River in Canada and the United States will be on
display at the Columbia Basin Transboundary Conference: One River, One Future in September.
The conference aims to address key issues related to the future of the Columbia River, its ecosystem,
management and international implications, while also showcasing arts and culture from both sides of
the border. This willl include a number of performances and art displays by poets, musicians, artists,
youth, Canadian First Nations, and acclaimed authors.
“The goal for the arts and culture component at the conference is to be broad, inclusive, and to
highlight both the history and the future of the Columbia River Basin,” said Kindy Gosal, Executive
Director, Columbia Basin Trust. “Storytellers, artists and Indigenous performers from both sides of the
border will celebrate our cultural connectedness.”
Cutural highlights include literary readings from Fred Wah, a Canadian poet, novelist, scholar and
former Canadian Parliamentary Poet Laureate, from his book beholden: a poem as long as the river
and Eileen Delehanty Pearkes, published author and public speaker, reading from her book A River
Captured – The Columbia River Treaty and Catastrophic Change.
The conference’s gala dinner will feature a locally-sourced menu and evening entertainment includes
both singing by local community youth and a performance by folk guitarist Rusty Jackson from Post
Falls, Idaho. As well, attendees will be treated to a vocal performance of Coco Love Alcorn’s The
River, by Nelson B.C.’s Bessie Wapp, who will be backed-up by members of the Kimberley Community
Choir.
Three exhibits will be displayed throughout the duration of the conference, including River Relations: a
Beholder’s Share of the Columbia River and Roll On Columbia, the award-winning historical exhibit.
Both will be situated within the Kimberley Conference Centre and are open to the public during the day
at no cost. The Revelstoke Museum will showcase part of its Stories Beneath the Surface exhibit,
which is about communities displaced or lost due to reservoir flooding.
“Several cultural displays will also be set up in the foyer of the conference centre, offering the public an
opportunity to explore literature and history, and even engage by video-phone with solo kayaker Claire
Dibble, from her kayak on the Columbia River,” said Delehanty Pearkes, cultural ambassador for the
conference.
In addition, Paper and Cup, a Kimberley bookstore, will sell books about the Columbia River and
feature works by various regional authors.
Columbia Basin Transboundary Conference: One River, One Future takes place in Kimberley, B.C.,
from September 12 to 14, 2019. Registration is $199. Stay up-to-date on the latest Columbia Basin
Transboundary Conference: One River, One Future news on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
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Our Annual Photo Contest is Back!

Our Annual Photo Contest is Back!
News: June 17, 2019

Show us your #Basinlife2019 for a chance to win!

We want to see photos of your life in the Basin – whether that means your experience at a community
event, a local historical site or the beautiful scenery that surrounds us. This year we’ll give you weekly
hashtags to inspire your shots.
Photographers of selected photos will receive $100 each.
Weekly polls will be posted on Facebook starting Monday, June 24. The deadline for submissions is 11
p.m. PT / Midnight MT on Monday, August 6, 2019.
TO PARTICIPATE ON INSTAGRAM
■ Follow @columbiabasintrust and watch for the weekly post announcing that week’s hashtag.
■ Post a photo that represents life in the Basin.
■ Tag @columbiabasintrust in the photo and include the weekly hashtag and #BasinLife2019 in the
caption.
■ Head to the Facebook poll every Monday starting June 24 to vote for your favourite from the week!
TO PARTICIPATE ON FACEBOOK
■ Like Columbia Basin Trust on Facebook and watch for our weekly posts announcing that week’s
hashtag.
■ Post your photo submission in the comments of that post.
■ Share the post with #BasinLife2019 so your friends can enter too!
■ Watch for the poll every Monday starting June 24 to vote for your favourite from the week!
NOTES
Permissions: If there are people in the photos, privacy laws indicate that either:
1. the people in the photos can’t be recognizable (they’re too small in the photo to identify, or we see
only their backs, or their identity is obscured in some other way), or
2. if the people are recognizable, the photographer is able to track them down to get them to sign
Columbia Basin Trust’s photo consent form (which we would supply to you if your photo was
chosen).
Credit: Your photo, name and community will appear in our 2020 calendar – and you’ll get one copy
for yourself.
Use: We will purchase your photo to use in the 2019 calendar, plus for any other Trust-related items
produced within a three-year period (2019 to 2021). You will be asked to sign a Photography
Agreement. This may include advertising, social media, website content or other promotional materials.
You retain copyright and ownership of the photo.
Disclaimer: This contest is in no way associated with, affiliated with or endorsed by Facebook or
Instagram.
Happy photographing!
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