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Life on the Range
In caring for their cattle, Karen and Doug are protecting sensitive habitat and building their
livelihood on the range. From repairing fencing and cattle guards to enhancing pastures, these
Skookumchuk ranchers are working to maintain the land for generations to come...full story

Over 80 Years Strong

Ride, Hike, Run

First they brought phone service, electricity and a
highway to their rural community - now solar
power. The Grasmere Triangle Women's Institute
has stood the test of time, supporting residents
under three points: inclusiveness, education and
well-being...full story

Do you bike on your lunch break? The new
Lunch Loop trail in Sparwood is one of 25
projects receiving support through the Trust's
Trail Enhancement Grants...full story

Preparing for Wildfires
Nine Basin communities have recently received
support to deliver public education and raise
awareness about mitigation. In Kimberley, the
City will be increasing its education and training
to better equip the community to mitigate against
future interface fires...full story

Improving Flood
Resiliency
See the rich history, arts and culture of the
Columbia River on display at the Columbia Basin
Transboundary Conference: One River, One
Future in September...full story

Events & Deadlines
Various Dates
Non-profit Advisors Program Workshops
September 5
Social Grants LIVE Info Session
September 10
Environment Grants Teleconference Info
Session

Join Our Team

September 12 to 14
Columbia River Basin Transboundary
Conference

We're hiring a Program Coordinator, Delivery of
Benefits. Apply online by September 16.
...learn more

September 18
Social Grants Teleconference Info Session
September 20
Annual General Meeting
September 20
Creston Community Barbeque
October 24 to 26
Basin Food Summit
October 29
Social Grants Deadline
November 12
Environment Grants Deadline
Go to events page.
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Life on the Range

Skookumchuk, Agriculture and Food Production, Environment, Our Trust 2019

“The health of the land is so critical to our lives here.”
Karen Barraclough owns the B-E Ranch in Skookumchuk. She and her husband
Doug took over management of the family ranch from her father in 1991. She’s
seen lots of changes over her many years on the ranch, but the work and
challenges of a rancher’s life remain constant, from working outdoors in all
seasons and all weather to keeping an ever-watchful eye on what’s happening
on the range.
This includes keeping cattle where they should be. To make sure cattle are
grazing the right land at the right time of year, while keeping them out of sensitive
habitat, ranchers like the Barracloughs must use items like fencing and cattle
guards.

To better control the movements of their cattle, the Barracloughs took advantage
of the Trust’s Grassland and Range Enhancement Program (GREP). Delivered
by the Kootenay Livestock Association, GREP supports projects that help
ranchers protect grassland, aquatic and riparian resources on Crown lands
where cattle graze. The goal is to promote the stewardship of grassland habitats
while ensuring compatibility between livestock management and the many other
ways the land is used by people and wildlife.
In 2018, GREP funded 21 projects that included building or repairing livestock
fencing, controlling invasive plants, developing water sources, upgrading cattle
guards, refurbishing pastures and installing signage to educate the human users
of these areas too. Together, these projects have benefited approximately 2,500
hectares of terrestrial habitats and 2.25 hectares of aquatic habitats.

The Barracloughs themselves are now working on a project in the Wolf Creek
area to protect its extensive wetlands.
“We are replacing the fence right around the watering lane to keep cattle out of
the wetland,” says Doug. They’ll also be moving a gate that currently crosses a
public road so it won’t accidentally be left open anymore. Plus, they’ll improve an
old water hole that’s connected to Wolf Creek by a watering channel. Over time,
the channel has filled in with silt and vegetation, choking off the flow of water into
the dugout and driving cattle to move into the wetland to drink. “We are going to
lay geo-textile fabric and put clean fill in the bottom of the channel to maintain the
integrity of the channel and keep it free-flowing into the dugout.”
This isn’t the first time the Barracloughs have used the program. Previously, they
fenced around Gina Lake to ensure the cattle were using it appropriately. They
also replaced five cattle guards and added fencing on Wolf Creek Road to control

cattle movement while enhancing the pastures where both cattle and wildlife
graze.

“With the support of this program, you have fewer problems with cattle
encroaching onto sensitive habitat,” says Doug. In addition to encompassing
wetlands, their land provides winter grazing for elk and bighorn sheep, plus
includes a provincially protected area with habitat for the at-risk American badger
and long-billed curlew. “Our ranch sits on a special management area for
ungulates and we have to keep 52 kilometres of our range fences maintained.”
For Doug and Karen, the place they call home is precious to them and, with the
right efforts, ranching and the health of the Basin’s water and land can be
balanced and enhanced.
Doug says, “We hope that, in our work, we are making sure these areas remain
for future generations.”

Ride, Hike, Run – Enhancing Basin Trails

Ride, Hike, Run – Enhancing Basin Trails
News: August 29, 2019

The Valemount Bike Park connects the community with the backcountry.
Walk, bike, hike, run or however you enjoy the front or backcountry, trails are critical for recreation.
Around the Basin, 25 projects will be adding to or improving the region’s trails, with nearly $400,000
from Columbia Basin Trust’s Trail Enhancement Grants.
“The Basin has a remarkable system of trails, and residents told us to prioritize supporting projects that
increase accessibility for more people to get out into nature,” said Tim Hicks, Senior Manager, Delivery
of Benefits. “We are helping groups create new trails and rehabilitate existing infrastructure to support
trail users with a broad range of interests.”
In addition to creating new trails, the projects are focused on repairing or replacing aging infrastructure,
increasing accessibility for a variety of users, addressing erosion issues and adding new amenities.
Learn more at ourtrust.org/trailgrants.
Here are a few of the successful projects from around the region:
Sparwood – Lunch n’ Ride
Sparwood has a growing biking and running community thanks to the work of the Sparwood Trail
Alliance Association in developing new trails that are easily accessible to residents of every age and
ability. “We have a number of run clubs that have seen folks out on the trails for the past 52 weeks
straight, including families; we have bike clubs that see up to 30 riders in the evenings,” said Calvin
Domin, director with the Sparwood Trail Alliance Association. “For a small community of 3,800, this is
really significant.”

The new Lunch Loop trail will add 3.1 km to the existing Mountain Shadows Trail close to the
downtown core and high school. Interconnected with shorter loops, the Lunch Loop will be a perfect
way for people to get out on their lunchbreaks for a quick ride or run. Completion of this portion of trail
will also provide users with a safe, flow-style trail that connects them to the rest of the area’s trail
system via a new pedestrian tunnel under Highway 3.
“The evolving trail network here is creating increased well-being and better health in our community,”
said Calvin. “The number of users we have now out on the trails year-round is something we have not
seen before.”
Valemount – Clearing a Path
The Valemount Bike Park has become a recreation destination for many with a network of 50 plus
kilometres of trail that connects the community with the backcountry. For Valemount Area
Recreation and Development Association (VARDA) manager Curtis Pawliuk, the park’s growing
popularity not only benefits the well-being of residents, it’s helping to boost the local economy.
“Getting people outside in a small community where there are limited recreation facilities has had real
benefits for people here,” said Curtis. “We’ve seen lots of new users, lots of youth, and it’s also helped
create a new industry. Two new businesses – a bike shop and shuttle – have started in Valemount
because of the growth of our trail system. In June 2,549 riders used our Turducken Trail. The
population of Valemount is a little over 1,000.”

With 25 existing trails to maintain, VARDA is meeting the challenges of weather and climate when it
comes to an outdoor facility like the Valemount Bike Park. The last two years of early freshet have led
to erosion on their steeper trails and the impacts of mountain pine beetle on local trees have resulted
in considerable blow-down. To keep the trails safe, navigable and mitigate against future erosion
events, VARDA is rehabilitating existing trails through things like danger tree assessment and removal,
ditching and replacing culverts.
VARDA will also be providing increased user access to their system by creating 1,450 metres of a
“green”, or beginner level, two-way trail that will also support better usability of their entire network.
“The new trail will serve as a connector through our trail system,” said Curtis. “Instead of being stuck
on one side of the park and not having an easy way to get to the other side, the new trail will be a
conduit across the network.”
Castlegar – Pointing the Way
Maps and other signage are critical trail assets that make a hike or ride experience safer and more
immersive while also helping to protect the environment. With over 150 kilometres – and growing – of
signed trail to maintain, the Castlegar Friends of Parks and Trails Society also has many maps, kiosks
and regulatory signs to consider as part of an expanding trail network.
“We want to make sure the time spent by users out on the trails is safe, pleasant, comfortable and also
educational and having updated maps and kiosks is a big part of that,” said David Hall, President of
Castlegar Friends of Parks and Trails. “With an increasing number of users and more trails, we have to
make sure our maps and signs keep up with that growth. It’s also important that we properly sign for
environmental values, property and regulatory concerns. It makes for a better experience for
everyone.”

New maps and regulatory signage at key locations across the trail network are planned for installation
beginning this fall. It’s all part of the work of the Friends of Parks and Trails to make sure that hikers
and bikers of all abilities have fun and remain safe. “It’s about being user friendly and supporting the
comfort and confidence of people who go out on our trails, whether it’s their first hike or their 100th.”

Over 80 Years Strong

Grasmere, Non-Profit, Community, Our Trust 2019

From electricity to education, a group’s efforts
help Grasmere flourish
“We are independent and resourceful. We are advocates for our community,”
says Judy-Lou McDonald, President of the Triangle Women’s Institute in
Grasmere. “We have had amazing women as part of our group in the past, as we
do now.”
Founded in 1937, the Institute has stood the test of time. It helped bring phone
service to the US/Canada border community, along with electricity and a
highway. While the “triangle” in its name originally represented a geographic
area—from Gold Creek, to Flagstone (now under Koocanusa Reservoir), to
Grasmere—today it means the organization continues to support residents under
three points: inclusiveness, education and well-being.

From community dances, to student bursaries, to supporting the local Salvation
Army, food bank and 4-H club, the organization offers long-standing activities
while introducing new programs that appeal to the evolving, growing community.
The Trust has stood by many of these efforts, including the annual Snowflake
Tea and Gala and Canada Day celebrations.
“The best part about being part of the Women’s Triangle Institute is the sense of
community it helps to create,” says Yvonne Miller, Past President.
“The greatest pleasure is to see everyone gathering and connecting.”

One of the main gathering spots is the Grasmere Pioneer Hall. Built in the 1970s,
it’s owned and operated by the Institute. In 2015, the Institute received Trust
funding to expand the hall, providing a better home for the library and adding a
meeting room. Recently it received support from the Trust’s Energy Sustainability
Grants to install solar panels.
“The hall is the heart of our community,” says Miller. Fundraising has always
been a part of the Institute’s work, but recently much of the funds had been used
to pay utility bills. The solar panel project “means that running the hall will be
more sustainable for us. We can spend more time raising money for the things
we really want to get on with in the community.”
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Helping Basin Communities Prepare for Interface Wildfire

Helping Basin Communities Prepare for
Interface Wildfire
News: August 8, 2019

Community Wildfire Education Grants support community resiliency in the face of interface wildfire.

2017 and 2018 saw extreme wildfire activity with a record number of fires across BC and in the Basin.
Through its Community Wildfire Education Grants the Trust is supporting the efforts of Basin
communities and residents to prepare for and reduce the impacts of wildfires occurring within or
adjacent to Basin communities.
“The Basin is experiencing increased risk of wildfire as our summers grow hotter and drier,” says Tim
Hicks, Delivery of Benefits Senior Manager for the Trust. “We are working closely with Basin
communities this year to address this reality, address challenges, and help build community resiliency
in the face of wildfire.”
These grants are helping Basin communities deliver public education about wildfire risks and raising
awareness about actions property owners and communities can take to mitigate the impacts of
community wildfires. Nine communities, including Rossland and Kimberley, have recently received
support for a total of $154,952 in funding.

Rossland residents are getting involved in wildfire education and mitigation activities such as thinning.

Like many communities in the Basin, Rossland is a mountain town that has developed along treed
slopes with some sections more at risk than others when it comes to wildfire. The City of Rossland is
undertaking outreach and education activities to assist residents to reduce wildfire risks on their
properties, especially in those neighbourhoods that face a higher level of interface fire risk.
“By prioritizing wildfire risk management and education by neighbourhood, we are helping to better
prepare the community as a whole to mitigate against the impacts of wildfire,” says Bryan Teasdale,
Chief Administrative Officer with the City of Rossland.
Last August, Kimberley residents were placed on evacuation alert when wildfire threatened the
community. The City of Kimberley has completed extensive fuel management over the last several
years and will now be increasing its education and training to better equip the community to mitigate
against future interface fires.

BC Wildfire Service personnel at work near Kimberley last summer.

“We want to ensure our residents have extensive opportunities to learn how to make their properties
FireSmart,” says Scott Sommerville, Chief Administrative Officer for the City of Kimberley. “This means
coming at the idea of preparedness from several angles. We’ll be delivering more FireSmart
assessments to homeowners, working with local vendors to help them better understand FireSmart
principals so they can recommend fire resistant vegetation and building materials to homeowners, and
providing educational opportunities to residents.”
Since 2012, the Trust has provided more than $1.5 million in funding to support communities to
prepare for and mitigate the risks of wildfires. The Trust is also supporting communities to enhance
their efforts at reducing the risk of wildfires by supporting municipalities, First Nations communities and
regional districts to:
■ implement innovative approaches for reducing interface wildfire risks;
■ increase public awareness about wildfire risk mitigation measures; and
■ access expert input from a Wildfire Advisor, who can help communities develop, seek funding for
and implement interface wildfire risk mitigation projects.

https://ourtrust.org/...rface-wildfire/?utm_source=Email_marketing&utm_campaign=BL_Aug_2019&cmp=1&utm_medium=ShareableEmail[02/18/20 10:41:55 AM]

Improving Flood Resiliency in Several Basin Communities

Improving Flood Resiliency in Several Basin
Communities
News: August 15, 2019

The Trust brings partners together to secure a $2-million LiDAR-mapping project

Several Columbia Basin communities will soon have newly acquired, state-of-the-art data that will help
them work toward reducing the risks and impacts associated with flooding. This is thanks to a project
that is collecting LiDAR and orthophoto imagery of major water bodies near populated areas across
the majority of the southern part of the Basin. Columbia Basin Trust brought partners together to
secure the $2-million project.
“The data obtained through this project gives many
Columbia Basin communities foundational information
they need to understand and adapt to increasing flood
risks in our changing climate,” said Tim Hicks, Senior
Manager, Delivery of Benefits at Columbia Basin Trust.
“This creative collaboration between multiple
organizations, industry, and all levels of government will
make useful information available that would otherwise be
costly for individual communities to acquire.”
LiDAR stands for “light detection and ranging.” Like sonar and radar, it detects objects by using lasers
to send out almost a million pulses of light per second. It then tracks how long it takes each pulse to
return. This allows users to map areas in three dimensions.
In the Basin, these maps will be compared to past photos taken from airplanes and satellites to see
how landscapes have changed over time. They’ll be used to identify previous flood areas, pinpoint
which areas are currently prone to flooding and determine where new flood-prone areas are likely to
emerge. Communities will be able to access this data for free, enabling them to prepare for floods and
minimize their effects.
With climate change, “we know we’re going to see more frequent and higher-amplitude flooding events
in the Basin,” said Tom Dool, Research Analyst, Regional District of Central Kootenay, which is one of
the project partners. “LiDAR allows communities to see exactly which locations are at greatest risk of
flooding and what’s needed to respond effectively.”
Dool was instrumental in getting this project off the ground, alongside the Trust’s Climate Action
Program, which helps Basin communities reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to climate
change impacts. Other partners include the provincial government ($997,991) through Emergency
Management BC and GeoBC, Public Safety Canada ($790,000), the Regional District of Central
Kootenay, ʔaq̓am, Teck ($150,000) and ATCO Wood Products ($352,716).
“This data collection project has built an essential climate change and flood resilience tool for local
governments, First Nation communities and other organizations in our region,” said Meredith
Hamstead, Program Coordinator, Climate Action Program. “The data can also support many other cobenefits beyond flood resilience, for example, management and enhancement of wetland and riparian
areas on those same water bodies that may pose flood hazards.”
“The acquisition of this LiDAR data will immediately support the ʔaq̓am community’s Climate
Adaptation Project, which includes a Wildfire and Floodplain Mitigation Study and associated
mapping,” says Michelle Shortridge, Director of Operations and Community Services for ʔaq̓am. “We
are also excited to work with the data and regional professionals to understand the many applications
of LiDAR for land and resource management.”
Those wishing to access the LiDAR data can contact geobcinfo@gov.bc.ca with the subject line “Lidar
Data Request – Columbia Basin.” The Province is currently working on making the data open sourced
and a Data Use Agreement will be required in the interim.
This project is one of the ways the Trust’s Climate Action Program helps communities become resilient
in a changing climate. Since 2017, the Trust has supported 23 climate action projects with $850,000.
Climate action projects have also been supported through the Trust’s:
■ Environment Grants
■ Energy Retrofit Program
■ Community Development Program
■ Support to the Columbia Basin Snow and Glacier Research Network
■ Climate-related work through the Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute
■ A partnership with Accelerate Kootenays, which is establishing a network of electric vehicle
charging stations through the region.
Learn more about the Climate Action Program at ourtrust.org/climateaction.

https://ourtrust.org/...-communities/?utm_source=Email_marketing&utm_campaign=BL_Aug_2019&cmp=1&utm_medium=ShareableEmail[02/18/20 10:42:21 AM]

