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Remarkable Stories of People and Places
Our Trust magazine, featuring remarkable stories of people and places in the Columbia Basin, is
coming to your mailbox this week. Find highlights from the last year and our financial report inside.
View a digital copy of the magazine and read online versions of the stories at
ourtrust.org/magazine.

Local Climate Info Now

Destinations to be

Online

Desired

Columbia Basin Climate Source presents local

Thirteen youth, ages 18 to 25, spent the summer
improving Columbia Basin trails and recreation
sites. The program was co-developed by the
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Spaces Enhanced

It's hard to get where you want to go without a

Twelve Basin communities including Jaffray,
Montrose, Slocan and Canal Flats, are receiving
over $1.9 M to help create, restore or enhance
outdoor gathering spaces. The funding comes
from Community Outdoor Revitalization
Grants...full story
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the website was initiated by Columbia Basin
Trust and developed by Selkirk College’s Applied
Research and Innovation Centre...full story
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Events & Deadlines
Apply Now
Apprentice Wage Subsidy
Apply Now
Co-op Wage Subsidy
Apply Now
Career Internship Program

Read our Annual Report
Our 2018/19 Annual Report is available online.
Download the document here.

Various Dates
Non-Profit Advisors Program Workshops
October 24 to 26
Basin Food Summit
October 29
Social Grants Deadline
October 30
Environment Small Grants Deadline
November 12
Environment Large Grants Deadline
November 13
Basin PLAYS Capital Improvement Grants
Deadline
November 23
Board Meeting at Aq'am
Go to events page.
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Creating Destinations to be Desired
Basin Wide, Sports and Recreation,

People in the Basin now have even more reasons to
get active outdoors and lead healthier lifestyles, and
although we’re heading into fall, it’s still a great time to
enjoy some upgraded trails and recreation sites. This
summer, an enthusiastic group of youth gave a
helping hand to these types of places in the Basin,
improving the condition of several remote, high-use
locations.
Thirteen students between the ages of 18 and 25 were split into three crews
operating in the Kootenay-Boundary, Rocky Mountain and Columbia-Shuswap
recreation districts and in the Village of Valemount. For 15 weeks, a leader and
three or four crew members worked on projects like inspecting and maintaining
sites and trails, collecting data, and installing tables, fire rings, outhouses and
signs. The program was co-developed by the Trust and Recreation Sites and
Trails BC.

Gabrielle Thompson is a student in the Fish, Wildlife and Recreation program at
the British Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT). She was one of the youth
who received summer employment while gaining experience in recreation and
natural resource management. “I am passionate about what I am learning in
school,” she says, “and it drove me to apply for the Recreation Youth Crew job in
Cranbrook, so I could expand my experience and knowledge that I was gaining
at BCIT.”

In addition to learning skills like how to build various structures, use a radio and
drive a large truck on active logging roads, she also improved her ability to be a
leader and communicate effectively to complete a project efficiently. “Moreover, it
gave me a better understanding of my interests and future goals, and it made me
realize how much I love working outdoors!”
Kelsey Knoll is Program Coordinator for Recreation Sites and Trails BC. She
says, “Our community partners have been very happy with the level of
commitment of the students. Site operators, local trail societies and the BC
Wildfire Service have all said the youth crews were great to work with. Their
enthusiasm, hard work and willingness to learn created a synergy that spurred
everyone involved to reach a common goal.”

The Cranbrook chapter of Trails BC was one of these community groups. It had a
youth crew work on the Chief Isadore Trail near Cranbrook and the Cranbrook
Great Trail Loop. “It is a major asset to have this trained and equipped crew
assist us with larger, multi-day trail rehab projects that are difficult to do with
volunteer labour,” said Neil Shuttleworth, Board Director. “This crew was able to
complete a number of projects from start to finish with a level of quality control
that is often difficult to maintain with large volunteer projects.”

This was the first year of the program, which is helping the Trust fulfill its
commitment to enhancing trails and helping people in the region live healthy
lifestyles through recreation and physical activity. The Trust primarily covered
wages, accommodations, some travel costs and materials, while Recreation
Sites and Trails BC oversaw crew scheduling and training, program delivery and
administration.
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Local Climate Info Now Online

Local Climate Info Now Online
News: September 11, 2019

Columbia Basin Trust and Selkirk College launch new website for communities
and residents
There’s a new online source for people seeking easy-to-understand information on climate change
specific to communities throughout the Columbia Basin and Boundary regions. The Columbia Basin
Climate Source website—basinclimatesource.ca— was initiated by Columbia Basin Trust and
developed by Selkirk College’s Applied Research and Innovation Centre.
“We’ve spoken extensively with residents and communities and heard they want to learn how to
reduce their contributions to greenhouse gas emissions and learn how to adapt to climate change,”
said Tim Hicks, Trust Senior Manager, Delivery of Benefits. “We also heard people want more detailed
information about how climate change may affect their communities in the coming decades. This
website shares that information with great depth and detail.”
Through data, videos, maps and more, the website provides a one-stop site that helps users learn
about how the climate is changing across the region (with detailed projections for over 40 climate
variables), how this might impact communities, how communities are taking action and how people can
use and interpret climate science data. It’s intended for users of all types, from residents and business
owners to community planners and educators to media and local governments.
“In Rossland we understand and see the value in having regionally-specific climate data to help our
community,” says Mayor Kathy Moore. “Obviously, climate change affects every community and local
government differently. Having this localized information will support and inform our decision-making
on everything thing from our day-to-day municipal operations to critically important infrastructure
development and asset management. Once again Columbia Basin Trust has recognized and
responded to a critical need in our region.”
Kootenay Conservation Program sees the value in this tool. “This website is a valuable tool for those
people wanting to learn more about the impacts of climate change, to envision what our ecosystems
will look like and to access these important data,” said Juliet Craig, Program Manager. “Kootenay
Conservation Program is happy to share this tool with our partner organizations and the entire region.”
As part of the College’s Applied Research and Innovation Centre, the Columbia Basin Rural
Development Institute (RDI) brought this website from idea to reality. “The Columbia Basin Climate
Source is a unique tool that focuses on presenting climate data and information at the local and
regional level to those who are interested in climate adaptation, climate science and the environment,”
said Dr. Adela Tesarek Kincaid, RDI Lead Researcher.
The website is an initiative of the Trust’s Climate Action Program, which also provides funding and
other resources to help communities adapt to climate change and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Learn more at ourtrust.org/climateaction.
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Outdoor Gathering Spaces Enhanced

Outdoor Gathering Spaces Enhanced
News: September 17, 2019

The Village of Montrose will be upgrading its Montrose Park as part of its
Community Outdoor Revitalization project with Columbia Basin Trust.
Outdoor public spaces like parks, downtown cores and waterfronts will become even more welcoming
as 12 communities receive over $1.9 million to create, restore or enhance these locations. The funding
comes from Columbia Basin Trust’s Community Outdoor Revitalization Grants.
“By improving aesthetics and functionality, these projects will help create areas where people want to
gather,” said Will Nixon, Senior Manager, Delivery of Benefits. “They’ll become more useful and
attractive to the people who live there, create a draw for visitors and aid in boosting the well-being of
local businesses.”

Revitalizing an Outdoor Space
Expanding a Park with a View
Creating a Pleasing Waterfront
Improving a Park's Amenities
The Community Outdoor Revitalization Grants provide municipalities, regional districts and First
Nations communities with up to $500,000 to create, restore or enhance outdoor multi-use spaces, and
up to $10,000 for planning and design for First Nations communities and communities with populations
under 5,000. Learn more at ourtrust.org/CORgrants.
Learn all the ways the Trust helps communities take action on issues and opportunities at
ourtrust.org/community.

https://ourtrust.org/outdoor-gathering-spaces-enhanced/[02/18/20 11:04:46 AM]

Road Map for the Future
Radium Hot Springs, Non-Profit, Our Trust 2019

The Radium Library tackles big ideas.
The Radium Library is growing by leaps and bounds. Not only did it increase its
space by 80 per cent when it moved into the new Radium Hot Springs Centre
last year, but its circulation has grown to 3,165 books, a 75 per cent increase
over 2016.
The library’s Board has also been working on big ideas. It participated in the
Trust’s Non-profit Advisors Program, which helps non-profit organizations
increase capacity, become more sustainable and become more efficient. With
the program’s help, the members have tackled important background processes,
including strategic planning and fundraising—issues that challenge many small,
volunteer boards.

“We are very small,” says Jane Thurgood Sagal, Board Chair. “Any help we can
get to be stronger as a Board is an opportunity for us. The Non-profit Advisors
Program provides that opportunity to get stronger and smarter.”
The program’s initial assessment provided the library Board members with
practical direction, and then some financial support to follow up on the priorities
they’d identified.
“Because of our participation in the program, we are now engaging in solid
governance practices. Working with our advisor and consultants allowed us to
map out five years of work—as a Board, it is a gift to receive focused direction!
We now have a road map for our future.”
To help non-profit organizations like the Radium Library build their knowledge
and capacity, the Trust is hosting a series workshops this fall in several
communities across the Basin. To find out about workshop dates and details and
to learn more about the Trust’s Non-Profit Advisors Program visit
ourtrust.org/nonprofit.
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