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Join Us at the Next Columbia Basin Symposia
Save the date and plan to attend our symposia in 2020! NEW this next year we are hosting the
same event in two communities to allow more people to attend. Anyone that lives in the Basin is
welcome to attend this free event, whether you are involved with a non-profit, local government,
business or industry...learn more

More and Better Child
Care Spaces

Using Advanced Tech and
Gaining Skills
With 25 public spaces becoming more high-tech
this year through the Trust's Community
Technology Program, people all over the Basin
will have close access to advanced software and
equipment for learning and creating...full story

Many families in the Basin rely upon child care.
To help meet this need for quality spaces, 67
child care providers in 24 communities will be
creating or improving child care spaces. In
addition to the grants, the Trust also provided
support to help train 116 early childhood
educators...full story

New Rental Homes for
Nelson

Enhancing Ecosystem
Health

A partnership between Nelson CARES Society,
the Province of BC and the Trust is bringing 47
new affordable homes for seniors, adults with
disabilities and those experiencing homelessness
to Nelson...full story

Five large-scale projects focused on the
Arrow/Slocan region and the Columbia Valley
region will restore over 1,700 hectares of
important land...full story

Events & Deadlines
Apply Now
Basin RevUp Program
Apply Now
Co-op Wage Subsidy
Apply Now
Career Internship Program
November - Various Dates and Locations
Non-Profit Advisors Program Workshops

Our Trust Magazine
Available Online

November 7
Energy Sustainability Grants Deadline

Read stories of remarkable people and places in
the Columbia Basin in Our Trust magazine. Print
copies have been delivered throughout the Basin.
Read the stories online or download the
PDF...read more

November 12
Large Environment Grants Deadline
November 13
Basin PLAYS Capital Grants Deadline
November 22
Trust Board of Directors Meeting at ʔaq̓am
Go to events page.

CONTACT

SHARE

1.800.505.8998
info@ourtrust.org
ourtrust.org
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interested in this email?
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Trust Symposium – Columbia Basin Trust Symposium

COLUMBIA BASIN SYMPOSIA
TRAIL AND GOLDEN 2020

Save the Date for the Trust's Next
Symposia
Columbia Basin Trust is committed to hosting a Basin-wide symposium
every three to four years.
In 2020, we are hosting two free symposia, with identical agendas, in two
different Basin communities, to allow for more people to attend.

An important role for the Trust is bringing people together at events like the
symposia, to help the region work toward solutions to shared challenges,
celebrate accomplishments and develop connections between residents.
This event engages community leaders, businesses and people active in
their communities to collectively look toward the future of the Columbia
Basin region.
Anyone who lives in the Columbia Basin Trust region is welcome to attend
one of the symposia: whether you are involved with a non-profit, local
government or industry, or are interested in the well-being of your
community and this region.
Next year, the Our Trust, Our Future: 2020 engagement process will be
underway as we envision our future priorities with people in the Basin. The
results of the engagement plus other topics of broad regional and
community interest, will form part of the symposia agenda. We’ll also be
turning 25 next year and hope that you will join in celebrating all that we
have accomplished together!
As in previous years, the Trust will host an Evening of Basin Culture and
Entertainment in Golden and Trail, open to delegates and the general
public.
So save a date and join us in October 2020!

Highlights from the 2017 Columbia Basin Symposium

https://symposium.ourtrust.org/?utm_source=Email_marketing&utm_campaign=BL_Oct_2019&cmp=1&utm_medium=ShareableEmail[02/18/20 11:23:58 AM]

More Opportunities To Use Advanced Tech and Gain Skills

More Opportunities To Use Advanced Tech
and Gain Skills
News: October 29, 2019

Sixteen projects received nearly $480,000 from the Trust’s Community Technology Program including the Invermere
Public Library.

People in 16 communities will have the opportunity to access state-of-the-art technology for free as
public facilities purchase items such as high-tech recording and digitization equipment, robotics kits, 3D printers, scanners and software, and teach people how to use them. These projects are being
realized with nearly $480,000 from Columbia Basin Trust’s Community Technology Program.
“This program helps communities meet the evolving needs of the people who live in them, increasing
opportunities to access the latest technology and improve their digital literacy,” said Nicole MacLellan,
Manager, Delivery of Benefits. “The ability to access and use technology is a must in today’s world. We
were particularly pleased with the response from so many small and rural communities that are
working to increase access and bridge the digital divide.”
Announced in fall 2018, this program provided grants to registered non-profit organizations, First
Nations communities and local governments that operate public spaces like libraries and community
centres. This final intake adds to the nine communities that received support earlier this year, bringing
the program’s project total to 25 tech-enabled spaces.
Besides computers, specialized software and other equipment, the grants also enable the
organizations to renovate their spaces and buy furniture to create suitable venues. They may also use
the funding to train staff and volunteers so they can help residents use the new technology, and to
provide barrier-free programming and training to the public, such as classes and workshops, one-onone coaching and online resources.
Here are a few of the recent recipients:

Varied Opportunities Have Ongoing Impacts
A Reading Room Branches Out
Opening Doors for All Users

https://ourtrust.org/...and-gain-skills/?utm_source=Email_marketing&utm_campaign=BL_Oct_2019&cmp=1&utm_medium=ShareableEmail[02/18/20 11:25:07 AM]

More and Better Child Care Spaces in the Basin

More and Better Child Care Spaces in the
Basin
News: October 21, 2019

Nakusp’s Hibberson Daycare will enhance the quality of its seven spaces with support from a Child Care Capital
Grant from Columbia Basin Trust.

Many families in the Columbia Basin rely upon child care. To help meet this need for quality spaces, 67
child care providers in 24 communities will be creating up to 198 new spaces and improving 1,256
spaces. These projects are being undertaken with nearly $1.4 million from Columbia Basin Trust’s
Child Care Capital Grants.
“People in the Basin have expressed how critical the child care
situation can be. Since 2017, we’ve helped 150 providers create 436
new spaces and purchase equipment or upgrade facilities to improve
2,977 existing spaces,” said Johnny Strilaeff, President and Chief
Executive Officer, Columbia Basin Trust. “These numbers are even
higher than we’d anticipated, possibly because we worked alongside
the providers to help create the best applications possible that also
attracted funding from the Province. Through their projects, these
providers have really stepped up to tackle families’ child care needs in
the Basin.”
In addition to the grants, the Trust also provided support to help train 116 early childhood educators.
Plus, it partnered with Kootenay Kids Society to provide an advisor who helped 91 providers find
solutions to common business challenges, especially on the subject of applying for grants. Trust staff
also helped develop project ideas and referred consultants when needed.
“As a former ECE, I know what a difference quality child care makes to kids and families in the Basin,
but too many parents have been struggling to find a space that works for them,” said Katrine Conroy,
MLA for Kootenay West and the Minister of Children and Family Development. “Columbia Basin Trust
should be commended for their continued support for local child care providers. By working together to
bring child care closer to home, we are giving parents the option to return to work or school, knowing
that their kids have a safe, nurturing environment to take their first steps on a path to lifelong learning.”
The Dragonfly Discovery Centre in Invermere is a good example of a provider who took advantage of
the many avenues of support the Trust could offer. With significant input from Trust staff and
consultants, it developed a project to accommodate up to 72 children per day by purchasing and
renovating a building with a large yard.
“We have a wait list and receive calls regularly from parents asking for help finding infant/toddler
spaces but can’t add a program for this age group in our existing location,” said owner Charlotte
Streicek. “We have now found the perfect location in the hub of the Columbia Valley and will soon be
able to help meet this critical need. The new daycare can also meet the essential need for elementary
school-age children, with schools located within walking distance. I could not have come this far
without the continued support from Columbia Basin Trust’s staff.”
One provider that is benefiting from the recent intake of Child Care Capital Grants is the Salmo
Children’s Centre. It will enhance the quality of its 48 spaces by improving its outdoor area. This
includes removing old wood structures, adding concrete retaining walls, building a playhouse, creating
a biking and walking path and adding a car play feature. These improvements will boost safety, add
opportunities for improving balancing and gross motor skills, and increase options for social and
individual play in the yard.
“Our yard has undergone several changes in its 22 years of existence, but these big improvements will
be of a quality to carry us through the next 22 years!” said Cathy Patton, Executive Director, Salmo
Child Care Society. “No more rotting wood around the gardens; no more mud where there should be
grass. The yard will be so much more useable! We feel so fortunate to have access to Columbia Basin
Trust to enhance the lives of the children in our area. I can’t imagine where else we would find the
funds for a project of this type and size.”
In Nakusp, the seven-space Hibberson Daycare will purchase various pieces of equipment, including a
pavilion to shelter children as they play outside, cots, and tables and chairs for snack time and
lunchtime.
“There is a huge need for child care spaces here in our village of Nakusp. I would like to make this
child care centre as safe and as fun as possible for the children here, and appropriate equipment, a
variety of resources and usable space will help to ensure a quality program for the children,” said
owner Kristi Hibberson. “By providing a variety of different spaces, resources and activities, the
children have access to a play-based environment that allows them the freedom to learn and explore
and inspires their creativity—while being guided when necessary along the way.”
Learn more about what the Trust is doing to support child care in the region.

https://ourtrust.org/...es-in-the-basin/?utm_source=Email_marketing&utm_campaign=BL_Oct_2019&cmp=1&utm_medium=ShareableEmail[02/18/20 11:25:36 AM]

Partnership Brings New Rental Homes to Nelson

Partnership Brings New Rental Homes to
Nelson
News: October 16, 2019

A former motel site will soon make way for 47 new affordable homes for seniors, adults with disabilities
and those experiencing homelessness in Nelson, thanks to a partnership between Nelson CARES
Society, the Province of BC and the Columbia Basin Trust.
“One of our priorities is to help people in the Columbia Basin access affordable housing that meets
their basic needs,” said Johnny Strilaeff, President and Chief Executive Officer, Columbia Basin Trust.
“Through strong partnerships, this project will bring more affordable rental housing options to Nelson
residents, strengthening the quality of life in the community.”
Nelson CARES Society provided the land for the project, will own and operate the building, and use
office space for its Kootenay Seniors program. The Province provided $8.6 million for the project, as
well as construction financing. The Trust provided a grant of $200,000 for the development of the
project.
“I am very pleased that Columbia Basin Trust continues to
support residents of the basin with their housing
needs,” said Katrine Conroy, Minister of Children and
Family Development and Minister Responsible for
Columbia Basin Trust, Columbia River Treaty and
Columbia Power Corporation. “Communities and agencies
are able to work in partnership with the trust to access
capital grants, proposal development support and funding
through their housing programs to help support people so
that they can stay in their communities.”
The new four-storey building, Lakeside Place, will bring 42
affordable housing units for seniors and adults with
disabilities and another five units for people experiencing
or at risk of homelessness.
Construction began in September 2019 and is scheduled
to be completed by late 2020.
Read the full release.
Columbia Basin Trust supports the ideas and efforts of the
people in the Columbia Basin. Learn more about the
Trust’s work in housing at ourtrust.org/housing.

Trust Board Vice Chair Jocelyn
Carver

To learn more about BC Housing, visit
https://www.bchousing.org/. To learn more about Nelson CARES Society, visit
http://www.nelsoncares.ca.

https://ourtrust.org/...mes-to-nelson/?utm_source=Email_marketing&utm_campaign=BL_Oct_2019&cmp=1&utm_medium=ShareableEmail[02/18/20 11:26:02 AM]

Large-Scale Projects Enhance Ecosystem Health

Large-Scale Projects Enhance Ecosystem
Health
News: October 7, 2019

Five projects receive nearly $1.85 million from Columbia Basin Trust.
Habitat such as wetlands and creeks, and animals such as elk and bull trout will benefit from five multiyear projects that are restoring over 1,700 hectares of important land thanks to community efforts and
Columbia Basin Trust’s Ecosystem Enhancement Program.
The five-year, $10-million program helps groups undertake projects to maintain and improve ecological
health and native biodiversity in a variety of ecosystems. Through the program, the Trust seeks project
ideas from community organizations and helps bring the projects to fruition. These five new projects
are in addition to five projects supported earlier this year that are restoring 3,800 hectares of habitat
near Creston and in the southern portion of the Rocky Mountain Trench.
“People in the Columbia Basin told us they value healthy, diverse and functioning ecosystems and they
want us to support large-scale habitat restoration across the Basin,” said Tim Hicks, Senior Manager,
Delivery of Benefits. “By supporting in-depth ecosystem projects over the long-term, we can help make
a meaningful and measurable difference to these areas and the plants and animals that live in them.”
The five new projects, receiving nearly $1.85 million, focus on the Arrow/Slocan region and Columbia
Valley region.

Enhancing Wetlands and the Habitats They Provide - $232,800
Creating More and Better Habitat for ki?lawna? (Grizzlies) - $263,500
Restoring the Forest to Expand the Possibilities - $401,200
Collaborating to Restore a Watershed - $350,000
Targeting Dry Slopes, With Benefits Now and in the Future - $600,000

The Trust identifies projects by seeking input from community groups, First Nations representatives,
government and subject matter experts, and reviewing regional plans and research. The Trust works
with organizations to initiate and/or support the selected projects, focusing on two sub-regions during
each year of the program. It is currently reviewing potential project opportunities in the Lower Columbia
and Elk Valley regions. Learn more at ourtrust.org/ecosystems.
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