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Get your 2020 Basin Life Calendar
Enjoy the beauty of the Basin in 2020 with a free Basin Life desktop calendar featuring 14 photos
from people around the region. Complete the request form to receive yours...full story

New Housing for
Indigenous Families

A Bubbly Future
Leeza Zurwick, recent Dragons' Den candidate
and successful candidate of the Desjardins
GoodSpark program, is rapidly growing her water
kefir business in Castlegar with help from the
Trust's Basin Business Advisors program...full
story

In Cranbrook, 39 units of affordable housing are
under construction for Indigenous families,
Elders, seniors and individuals. The Trust has
partnered with the Aqanttanam Housing Society
on this project scheduled to be complete by Fall
2020...full story

School-based Child Care
in New Denver

Training Tomorrow's
Tradespeople

Families in New Denver will soon have full-time
licensed child care in their own community. 46
new spaces are being added to Lucerne
Elementary School through funding from the
Trust and the Childcare BC New Spaces
Fund...full story

Angela and Lilly-Anne are two students in trades
getting their education and doing their
apprenticeships right here in the Basin. Know a
business hiring an apprentice or a student looking
for an apprenticeship? Tell them about our
School Works: Apprentice Wage Subsidy
program...full story

Events & Deadlines
Apply Now
Basin RevUp Program
Apply Now
Apprentice Wage Subsidy
Apply Now
Basin PLAYS Training Grants
December 4
CBEEN Geocaching and Orienteering
Webinar

Join Our Team
We're hiring a Communications Coordinator out of
our Castlegar, Cranbrook, Golden or Nakusp
office...learn more

January 24, 2020
Trust Board of Directors Meeting in
Ainsworth
February 14, 2020
Community Outdoor Revitalization Capital
Grants Deadline
February 14, 2020
Public Art Grants Deadline
October 2 to 4, 2020
Columbia Basin Symposium - Trail
October 23 to 25, 2020
Columbia Basin Symposium - Golden
Go to events page.
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Get Your 2020 Basin Life Calendar

Get Your 2020 Basin Life Calendar
News: November 28, 2019

Winter in Valemount by Ruby Hogg

The Trust’s 2020 Basin Life desktop calendar showcases the beauty and wonder of the Columbia
Basin through photos taken by people around the Basin.
If you live in the Columbia Basin and would like to receive a free calendar, please complete the request
form.
View all the photos from this year’s calendar below.

Kicking Horse Morning by Mario LeBlanc

Winter in Valemount by Ruby Hugg

White Boar Lake by Blair Stevenson

Fletcher Falls by Kayla Gaudet

Golden Hour Goat by Tyler McKenzie

View from Big Eddy Bluffs by Eric Van Beek

The Edge of the Columbia by Don Conway

Get Your 2020 Basin Life Calendar

Mause Creek Overlooking Dibble Glacier by Stephanie McGregor

Stagleap Solitude by Joy McAdams

Blue Lake Chipmunk by Tyler Zhao

At the River’s Edge by Kyle Hamilton

Mountain Top Morning by Sara Lambert

Community Agriculture at Linden Lane Farms by Matthew Carr

Fledging in the Forest by Joy McAdams

https://ourtrust.org/...lendar/?utm_source=Email_marketing&utm_campaign=BasinLink_Nov_2019&cmp=1&utm_medium=ShareableEmail[02/18/20 11:32:26 AM]

A Bubbly Future

C A S T L E G A R , H E A LT H AN D W E L L N E S S , B US I N E S S , O U R T R US T 2 0 1 9

A Castlegar business gains momentum
Leeza Zurwick of Castlegar hardly has time these days to be amazed at the rapid
growth of her home-based water kefir business—she’s too busy filling orders.
“Water kefir is like pop—it’s a fermented, fizzy drink that’s full of live probiotics,”
Zurwick says. “I make three flavours and a non-effervescent mix that you add to
smoothies instead of juice or milk. You can also make your own fizzy soda with
the smoothie mix in 24 hours.”
Zurwick learned about water kefir from a friend and started making the probiotic
drink for her own use in September 2016. She was impressed by the positive
changes. “I was feeling lots of energy from drinking it,” she says. “My skin was
clearing up and even though I was working at the local high school, being
bombarded by germs all the time, I didn’t get sick that year.”

When she heard on the news that an American health association endorsed
probiotics as beneficial, she decided to take the product to market, naming her
business Happy Gut. And apparently, the world was ready for water kefir—since
Zurwick made her first sale on August 1, 2017, the business’s momentum has
quickly grown.
For support, Zurwick contacted the Trust’s Basin Business Advisors
program (BBA), delivered by Community Futures. The program provides free,
one-to-one, confidential counselling and assessment services to businesses that
are creating and sustaining jobs or bringing wealth into the region.

“I’ve been very, very fortunate to have the Trust be so supportive of my
company,” she says. Together, Zurwick and her BBA advisor tackled issues like
financial analysis, market analysis and marketing, planning and human
resources. “I could never have built my company the way I have without her.”
As part of the program, the advisor also connected Zurwick to a specialized
consultant who coached her on how to get into health-based stores. In addition,
Zurwick has accessed the Trust’s School Works and Summer Works programs,
which have provided wage subsidies to help her hire students. Plus, she took
part in the Trust’s Basin Food and Buyers Expo, a fall 2018 event in Nelson that
brought together food professionals of all types.
As well as students, Zurwick also employs people with disabilities through the
Employ Me! program of the Kootenay Society for Community Living. “Currently I
have two women working for me, and I am planning to hire more as the company
grows.” And she plans to hire a brewer this fall—thus titled because water kefir is
a fermented product.

In addition to selling her kits and grains (probiotic cultures) on her website, she
sells to more than 50 grocery stores, gas stations and restaurants in the East and
West Kootenays, and to more than 100 additional stores elsewhere in BC and
across Alberta
“To watch my company grow is really exciting,” Zurwick says. She expresses
gratitude for all the programs that have helped her get where she is today. “We
are so, so lucky to live in the Columbia Basin and have access to these
programs.”

Indigenous Families to Benefit from Housing Partnership

Indigenous Families to Benefit from Housing
Partnership
News: November 4, 2019

Trust supports 39-unit Indigenous housing project in Cranbrook
Construction is underway on 39 new affordable rental homes for Indigenous peoples in Cranbrook
through a partnership between the Province, Aqanttanam Housing Society and the City of Cranbrook.
Columbia Basin Trust provided $454,200 for the project.
“Many Indigenous people don’t have access to the affordable housing they need,” said Selina
Robinson, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. “Reconciliation means continuing to work in
partnership with Indigenous leaders, Indigenous housing providers and First Nations to build muchneeded new, affordable homes like these for Indigenous peoples across B.C.”
The Province is partnering with the Aqanttanam Housing Society, the Aboriginal Housing Management
Association and the City of Cranbrook to build the Chief Agnes McCoy Centre, a mix of below-market
rent and low-cost homes for Indigenous families, Elders, seniors and individuals. The three-storey
wood-frame building, located at 619 Sixth St. NW, will include one, two- and three-bedroom units.
“Non-profits work hard to build affordable housing that Basin communities need, often with limited staff
and resources,” said Johnny Strilaeff, President and CEO of Columbia Basin Trust. “The Trust has
partnered with the Aqanttanam Housing Society throughout the project from concept to construction
funding. An incredible amount of effort has already gone into this project with construction about to
begin. These affordable housing units will be a significant addition to Cranbrook as we continue
supporting healthy and resilient communities.”
The society provided the land for the project, and will own and operate the building. The Province is
providing $7.8 million through the Indigenous Housing Fund, an annual operating subsidy of
approximately $24,000, as well as construction financing. Columbia Basin Trust provided a $454,200
grant for the project.
Construction for this project started in September 2019 and is scheduled to be complete by fall 2020.
The Trust is supporting Basin First Nations communities to enhance and increase local affordable
housing. Learn more about the Trust’s work in housing and the First Nations Housing Sustainability
Initiative.
Read the full release from BC Housing.

https://ourtrust.org/...ership/?utm_source=Email_marketing&utm_campaign=BasinLink_Nov_2019&cmp=1&utm_medium=ShareableEmail[02/18/20 11:36:59 AM]

School-based Child Care Comes to New Denver

School-based Child Care Comes to New
Denver
News: November 15, 2019

The morning routine will soon be a little easier for families in the New Denver area as more than 40
new child care spaces are set to open in September 2020 at the local K-12 school.
The spaces mean parents will have quality, full-time licensed child care available in their own
community for the first time.
The school district is receiving $492,052 through the Childcare BC New Spaces Fund and $250,000
through the Columbia Basin Trust to add 46 new child care spaces to Lucerne Elementary School.
This includes 30 school-age spaces and 16 spaces for children under the age of 12. The funding will
be used to turn two unused classrooms, adjacent storage and hallway space into a new child care
centre.
“We know that parents in rural communities have limited options when it comes to child care, and it’s
no different in New Denver where there is currently only one licensed facility,” said Katrine Conroy,
Minister of Children and Family Development and MLA for Kootenay-West. “This project shows how a
community benefits when we work in partnership. I’m grateful to the school district for stepping up to
support local families and to the Columbia Basin Trust for its contribution to make this project a reality.
Together, we’re bringing more than four times more child care spaces to the area.”
“People in the Basin have told us how critical the child-care situation can be, especially in small
communities like New Denver,” said Johnny Strilaeff, president and CEO, Columbia Basin Trust. “By
working with local providers and partners, we help communities find solutions that make sense for
them – like re-imagining an underused space at Lucerne school. Congratulations to the Goat Mountain
School Society, Arrow Lakes School District, parents, staff and volunteers in making Goat Mountain
Kids Child Care a reality.”
Learn more about the other projects receiving Trust support and read the full release.

https://ourtrust.org/school-based-child-care-comes-to-new-denver/[02/18/20 11:37:52 AM]

Training Tomorrow’s Tradespeople
Nelson, Kimberley, Education and Training, Employment, Our Trust 2019

Education and experience are key to creating the
workforce Basin businesses need
“I’m absolutely loving being a carpenter,” says Angela Maio, who attended the
24-week carpentry foundation program at the Silver King (Nelson) campus of
Selkirk College and is now a first-year apprentice working for Purcell Timber
Frame Homes in Nelson.
“Purcell is located right in the heart of Nelson, so it has been easy to get to work
and back,” she says. “Doing my apprenticeship locally is amazing and very
convenient for me.”
It’s this “local” aspect that deserves attention. Not only can students in many
trades get educated right here in the Basin, but they can do their apprenticeships
here too. It’s an important way of growing the region’s workforce.

Learning the skills
To start, apprentices like Maio need a solid foundation. That’s why the Trust has
supported educational facilities where future tradespeople learn classroom theory
and obtain hands-on training.
In 2017, the Trust provided $1 million to College of the Rockies (COTR) to help it
build a new, larger trades training facility that has improved program delivery and
enabled the college to accept more trades students.

“The addition of Patterson Hall has allowed us to further expand our ability to
provide the trades training that our students need to reach their goals and secure
careers in high-demand fields,” says COTR President and CEO David Walls.
“These students, then, are well-equipped to serve the needs of our communities
and industry partners.”
In 2014, the Trust provided $1 million to Selkirk College to help it create a
modern trades facility and upgrade equipment at its Silver King campus. And
beyond the trades, in March 2019 the Trust announced support of $3 million
each for Selkirk College and COTR over three years to develop, diversify and
enrich programs and otherwise enhance the college experience for all students.
“Education, skill development and training for trades is essential to building a
capable workforce and a strong economy in our region and beyond,” says Angus
Graeme, Selkirk College President. “The opportunities for those interested in
rewarding careers in the skilled trades will only increase in the coming decades.
State-of-the-art equipment and learning facilities, and modern student life
spaces, provide a fantastic environment to learn, gain confidence and be jobready for a tremendous future in their chosen fields.”

Putting the skills to use
Maio and the business that hired her also benefited from the Trust’s School
Works program. Since 2015, the Trust has helped employers hire apprentices—
now in 17 trades—through its School Works wage subsidy program. The
businesses get support meeting their workforce needs and apprentices gain
local, career-related work experience.
“I feel strongly that the Trust’s apprenticeship program improves our workforce
and skill set, which ultimately improves our community,” says Al Gluckman, in
charge of apprentices like Maio at Purcell Timber Frame Homes. “The houses
that we’re building at Purcell are being shipped all over North America, so the

skill sets that are being developed here are having a far-reaching impact, as well
as empowering our own community.”
Lilly-Anne McLaren is another apprentice who has studied at upgraded college
facilities and been employed with the help of the School Works program. The
COTR student is currently a first-year apprentice electrician working at Kimberley
Electric Ltd.
Being an apprentice is “a good way to start making decent money while you’re
still being trained, and the work is challenging and interesting,” she says. “I was
born and raised in Kimberley, and it’s great that I can get my professional training
within 30 minutes of home.”
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