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Improving Internet Access in the Basin
Improved high-speed internet is on the way for 26 communities in the Slocan Valley and South
Country, bringing people opportunities to learn, connect and better expand their businesses. The
Province, the Trust and local governments are partnering on this $10.2-million project to improve
broadband access in these rural areas...full story

More Student Housing

A Brighter Future for

Twice as many College of the Rockies students
can rest their heads on more affordable, oncampus beds when a new student-housing
complex opens in 2020. Six new cottage-style
buildings will provide spaces for 96 more
students, doubling capacity at the college and
allowing students to focus on their studies
instead of where to live...full story

Families
The Family Action Network (FAN) is
spearheading a project that will reveal more
about the everyday experiences and needs of
young children in the Castlegar and Trail region and hopefully have positive impacts elsewhere in
the Basin. With the help of the Trust and others,
FAN will build a holistic picture of the
developmental health of young families...full story

Fostering Connections

Popular Recreation Area

Through sharing culture, cycling with a friend,
talking about parenting struggles or getting
together in the kitchen, groups around the Basin
are reducing social isolation. Seventeen projects
will help increase meaningful connections and
reduce barriers to accessing services with over
$522,000 from the Trust...full story

Preserved
More than 21 hectares of private land slated for
logging around Cottonwood Lake near Nelson
has been purchased by the RDCK with Trust
support. The conservation of these lands will
enhance recreational opportunities for
generations to come...full story

Events & Deadlines
Apply Now
Apprentice and Co-op Wage Subsidies
Various Dates and Locations
Me Inc. Workshops
Various Dates and Locations
Non-profit Workshops

Discuss the Future of the
Columbia River
Scientists, policy-makers and experts in energy,
economics or environment can register now for the
Columbia Basin Transboundary Conference: One
River, One Future...learn more

April 5
Board of Directors Meeting - Elkford
Deadline: April 8
Neil Muth Memorial Scholarship
Deadline: April 30
Environment Small Grants
Deadline: April 30
Social Small Grants
Deadline: June 14
Community Outdoor Revitalization Grants
September 26-28, 2019
Columbia River Basin Transboundary
Conference
Go to events page.
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Improving Internet Access for Basin
Residents
News: March 22, 2019

Improved high-speed internet is on the way for 26 communities in the Basin, bringing people
opportunities to learn, connect and better expand their businesses. The Province announced today
$4.8 million in provincial funding to support the Trust on two new projects to improve broadband
access in rural areas.
“In today’s digital age, the internet is part of the foundation for growing
good-paying jobs, learning, healthcare and keeping in
touch. Our government is committed to a future where
everyone in B.C. has access to reliable and affordable
high-speed internet,” said Jinny Sims, Minister of
Citizens Services. “We have incredible tools and
resources available to help rural and Indigenous
communities form their own digital strategy so they can
come forward with applications.”
The Trust’s Broadband Initiative will install fibre-optic
infrastructure for two new projects; one in the Slocan
Valley to just outside Nakusp, and one in the South
Country near Jaffray. New fibre-optic lines will enable
internet service providers to offer faster and more

Minister Jinny Simms, Johnny Strilaeff, Trust
President and CEO and Minister Katrine Conroy.

reliable services to people throughout the region. The
total value of the Slocan Valley and the South Country
projects is approximately $10.2 million and includes $4.4 million from the Trust, $420,000 from the
Regional District of East Kootenay and $525,000 from the Regional District of Central Kootenay and
communities in the Slocan Valley and Nakusp. Both projects are funded through the Connecting British
Columbia intake announced in 2018, and are administered by Northern Development Initiative Trust.
“Residents have told us that increasing high-speed internet connectivity throughout the region is
important to them, ” said Johnny Strilaeff, president and CEO, Columbia Basin Trust. “Our partnership
with the Province and local governments will expand affordable broadband
availability in the Slocan Valley and South Country area. With a new fibre backbone in place, local
internet service providers can greatly improve service to more residents in both areas.”
The Slocan Valley project will see CBBC install 125 kilometres of fibre-optic infrastructure to service
the region between Shoreholme, just north of Nakusp, and the Playmor Junction, at an estimated total
cost of $7.2 million. Communities benefiting from this work include Appledale, Brouse, Crescent Valley,
Hills, Lebahdo, Lemon Creek, Nakusp, New Denver, Passmore, Perrys, Playmor Junction, Rosebery,
Shoreholme, Silverton, Slocan, Slocan Park, South Slocan, Summit Lake, Vallican and Winlaw.
The South Country project involves more than 50 kilometres of fibre-optic infrastructure installed
between Jaffray and Roosville at an estimated total cost of $2.9 million. This project will help improve
services for people in Tobacco Plains, Baynes Lake, Grasmere, Jaffray, Kragmont and Roosville.
Read the full release here.
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A Brighter Future for Families | Basin Stories

A Brighter Future for Families
BASIN WIDE, FAMILY AND SOCIAL SERVICES

How can businesses be better employers to
parents, especially ones with children who have
extra needs? How can funders support programs
and projects that will impact children in important
ways? How can city council members and other
policy-makers make decisions that are beneficial
to everyday families, and families who have
children with extra needs, and make this the best
place to raise a family?
Julia Stockhausen asks these questions. She’s the Infant Development
Program Manager with Kootenay Family Place and a Board member of the
Family Action Network (FAN), a hub for family resources in the Lower
Columbia. And she’s excited by a new project that will provide data to
support informed decisions.

Spearheaded by FAN, the project will reveal more about the everyday
experiences and needs of young children in the Castlegar and Trail region
—one which will hopefully have positive impacts elsewhere in the Columbia
Basin, and beyond.
With support from the Trust, the Vancouver Foundation and Teck Metals
Ltd., FAN is partnering with the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP)
at the University of British Columbia. Over the next year, the aim is to
gather information from as many local families as possible with children one
to two years of age. The data will be collected through two tools: the Ages &
Stages Questionnaire, which gives parents an immediate snapshot of their
child’s development, and the Toddler Development Instrument, a parent
questionnaire, which collects information about the experiences and needs
of children and their families both at home and within their communities.
Christy Anderson is FAN’s Executive Director. Right now, she says, “there
is no consistent gathering of information about how our children are doing
before they enter the school system.” For example, is the child
demonstrating age-appropriate skills in communicating with others,
interacting socially or solving problems? What do we know about a child’s
early experiences and the wellness of their families? “If we had that
information, how could we tailor early childhood programming or services to
best support known areas of need?”

With support over the last few years from the Trust, FAN was able to help
equip local family service providers—such as StrongStart facilitators and
child care providers—so they’re ready to offer the questionnaires. This
includes training for the service providers and providing other resources that
let children demonstrate their milestones there and then. FAN has also
reached out to parents to reinforce the importance of early childhood
development, including through an online video.

Beginning April 1st, 2019, parents can connect to family service providers in
the Castlegar and Trail communities to participate in the study and
complete the questionnaires.
Once FAN has collected the responses, HELP will analyze them and the
data will be presented back to our communities. Anderson says, “We’ll see
a very holistic picture of the developmental health and experiences of
children between the ages of 1 and 2 years old and also of family wellness.
In sharing this information with stakeholder groups and decision makers in
our communities, we can collaboratively discuss how we could better
support families.”
If this pilot project works well, the lessons learned can be extended to other
areas in the Basin, and the province, so they too can know the state of their
young children.

“When we invest in early childhood development,” says Anderson,
“amazing things can happen.”

Learn more about the work of FAN.
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Trust Supports More Affordable Housing at
College of the Rockies
News: March 21, 2019

Twice as many College of the Rockies students can rest their heads on more affordable, on-campus
beds when a new student-housing complex opens in 2020.
Six new cottage-style buildings will provide spaces for 96 more students, doubling capacity at the
college and allowing students to focus on their studies instead of where to live.
“We know that the lack of affordable housing
is an issue across Basin communities, which
is why we’ve made it a priority to help
communities address their housing needs,”
said Johnny Strilaeff, President and CEO,
Columbia Basin Trust. “We’re pleased to be
able to support College of the Rockies and
students with more affordable housing
options, which in turn eases the rental
market in Cranbrook more broadly.”
“This project is an investment in our
students, an investment in Cranbrook,
because it will mean nearly 100 students won’t be competing for Cranbrook rentals, and an investment
in the future because it will be energy efficient,” said David Walls, President and CEO, College of the
Rockies. “It’s exciting to think of the increased vibrancy and sense of community at the college from
more students living on campus.”
Read the full release and learn more about the Trust’s work in housing.
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Fostering Connections to Strengthen WellBeing
News: March 19, 2019

The Cranbrook Society for Community Living is creating meaningful social connections through a Cycling Without Age
program supported by the Trust.

Seventeen projects across the Columbia Basin will help address social isolation, increase meaningful
connections and reduce barriers to accessing services with over $522,000 from Columbia Basin Trust.
“Social isolation can affect well-being and quality of life, which is why we’ve committed to helping
communities improve social inclusion and increase people’s feelings of connection and belonging,”
said Aimee Ambrosone, Director, Delivery of Benefits at Columbia Basin Trust. “These local solutions
will get people the help they need, increase their participation in community activities, expand their
social networks and build mutually rewarding relationships between people of all ages and stages of
life.”
The Trust selected these projects through a call for Expressions of Interest over winter 2018/19, which
addresses one of the goals in the Trust’s Social Strategic Plan, developed with input from the people of
the Basin.
Here are a few of the projects:

Connecting to Culture
The Benefits of a Bike
Reducing Isolation for New Parents
Friendships Through Food

The Trust also offers support to projects that improve social well-being and strengthen social
connections through its Social Grants and Child Care Support programs. Learn more at
ourtrust.org/social.
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Trust helps RDCK to purchase lands around Cottonwood Lake
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Trust helps RDCK to purchase lands around
Cottonwood Lake
News: March 21, 2019

Photo: Bill Metcalf
The Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) announced today the purchase of 21.6 hectares
(ha) of private land around Cottonwood Lake that had been slated for logging by the private landowner
for $450,000.
The purchase is being partially funded with a $200,000 grant from Columbia Basin Trust. The
remaining funds will come from loan proceeds from a debenture loan with the Municipal Finance
Authority.
“The Nelson, Salmo, E, F & G Regional Parks Commission and RDCK staff have been negotiating with
the landowner for several months, and I am pleased that we have come to a successful agreement,”
said Aimee Watson, Chair of the RDCK Board. “I would also like to thank Columbia Basin Trust for
supporting this initiative. With their support, we can conserve the land for the enjoyment of future
generations and expand Cottonwood Lake Regional Park for enhanced recreational opportunities.”
“Residents in Nelson and the surrounding area demonstrated tremendous support to preserve this
popular recreation area,” said Tim Hicks, Senior Manager, Delivery of Benefits at Columbia Basin
Trust. “We’re pleased to support this important land acquisition project that will enhance Cottonwood
Lake Regional Park over the long term.”
The RDCK currently owns Cottonwood Lake Regional Park (0.8 ha) and operates the Nelson Salmo
Great Northern Rail Trail (48 km), which are regional park assets adjacent to the acquisition area. The
acquisition will expand Cottonwood Lake Regional Park to 22.4 ha.
Negotiations to purchase the land began in July 2018, when the RDCK and the landowner, Nelson
Land Corporation (NLC), signed a Memorandum of Understanding in order to halt logging and gather
information to determine fair market value for the timber and the land.
In early 2019, members of the community mobilized to express their concerns about the logging. A
public meeting was held on December 19, 2018, which allowed attendees to voice their concerns, hear
from experts, and share possible solutions. RDCK and City of Nelson elected officials attended to learn
more and talk to members of the public. Supporters formed the Cottonwood Lake Preservation
Society, launched a fundraising campaign and encouraged concerned citizens to write letters to their
local elected representatives.
Read the full release here.

NEWS RELEASES
Training for Tourism Jobs to Meet Local Demand May 15, 2019
New Partnership to Improve Rec Sites and Create Jobs April 30, 2019
Transboundary Conference Scholarships Available April 30, 2019
More Affordable Housing Options Coming Soon April 25, 2019
Closer to Home April 9, 2019

© 2019 Columbia Basin Trust · Privacy Policy
 1.800.505.8998
 info@ourtrust.org

https://ourtrust.org/rdck-to-purchase-lands-around-cottonwood-lake/[05/23/19 8:06:20 AM]

Discuss the Future of the Columbia River



Search

SEARCH












GET OUR E-NEWS

Navigation

Discuss the Future of the Columbia River
News: March 14, 2019

Registration now open for transboundary conference: One River, One Future
Online registration is open for the Columbia Basin Transboundary Conference: One River, One Future,
an international conference addressing key issues related to the future of the Columbia River, its
ecosystem, management, and international implications.
Online registration is open for the Columbia Basin Transboundary Conference: One River, One Future,
an international conference addressing key issues related to the future of the Columbia River, its
ecosystem, management, and international implications.
Co-hosted by Columbia Basin Trust (the Trust) and Northwest Power and Conservation Council (the
Council), the conference will take place in Kimberley, B.C., from September 12 to 14, 2019. Register
now at www.transboundaryriverconference.org. The cost to attend is $199.
“With a conference focus on collaboration, culture, and conversation, attendees will explore a wide
range of contemporary topics related to the Columbia River,” said Rick Jensen, Chair, Board of
Directors Columbia Basin Trust and conference co-chair. “Our aim is for participants to have
discussions and learn from one another, and advance our collective approach to being stewards of the
river that binds us.”
Through break-out sessions, interactive workshops, presentations, networking events and a guided
regional tour, conference participants will share perspectives and build an understanding of current
issues, emerging challenges, innovations and integrated approaches with respect to the Columbia
River. The conference will leverage local subject-matter experts, researchers, policy-makers and
traditional knowledge keepers to deliver fresh perspectives on the Columbia River’s future. There will
also be a focus on celebrating the rich and diverse arts and culture in the Columbia River Basin.
“We are excited about this conference because it will bring together not only experts in the critical
issues we have identified, but also many other interested people from both sides of the border and
provide all of us an opportunity to actively listen, learn, and strengthen our understanding,” said
Jennifer Anders, the Council Chair and conference co-chair with Trust Chair Rick Jensen.
“Columbia Lake and the headwaters of the Columbia River are within the homelands of the Ktunaxa
people. We are looking forward to welcoming and hosting people from the entirety of the Columbia
river system, here in the headwaters” said Nasuʔkin Joe Pierre, Ɂaq’am.
If you’re a scientist, policy-maker, subject-matter expert representing energy, economic, and
environmental perspectives, including the perspectives of State, Provincial, Federal, U.S. Native
American Tribal and Canadian First Nation governments, make plans to attend this conference and
discuss:
■ Renegotiation of the Columbia River Treaty;
■ Reintroduction of salmon to the upper Columbia River;
■ Impacts of and response to invasive species;
■ Energy issues including hydropower, energy efficiency (conservation), transmission and renewable
resources;
■ Climate change-related impacts, and;
■ International water governance issues and opportunities.
■
The Trust and the Council have co-hosted four previous international Transboundary Columbia River
conferences, 1998 (Castlegar), 2002 (Spokane), 2006 (Castlegar) and 2014 (Spokane).
Stay up-to-date on the latest Columbia Basin Transboundary Conference: One River, One Future
news on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
Columbia Basin Trust supports the ideas and efforts of the people in the Columbia Basin. To learn
more about the Trust’s programs and initiatives, and how it helps deliver social, economic and
environmental benefits to the Basin, visit ourtrust.org or call 1.800.505.8998.
The Northwest Power and Conservation Council, authorized in federal law in 1980, is an interstate
compact agency of the four Northwest United States that gives citizens a voice in determining the
future of key resources common to all four states – namely, the electricity generated at, and fish and
wildlife affected by, hydropower dams in the Columbia River Basin.
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