CBT SUPPORTS SEARCH AND RESCUE
Submitted by: Jikke Stegeman, past President of the Kimberley Search &
Rescue Society

Thanks to a variety of organizations, including the Columbia Basin Trust,
over 65 search and rescue (SAR) technicians from across the Columbia
Basin trained in Kimberley from June 22-24 as part of SAREX 2007.
Representing SAR teams from Castlegar, Rossland, Golden, Creston,
Beaver Valley, Invermere, Elkford, Sparwood, Cranbrook, and Kimberley,
SAR members focused on the critical skills required to maintain standards,
professionalism, and technical abilities.
Search and Rescue is a critical component of the Provincial Emergency
Program under the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General.
Professionally trained by the Justice Institute of BC, all members of SAR
across British Columbia are 100% volunteer. CBT was able to support
SAREX with a contribution of $2,000 to help cover the costs of site fees,
event equipment, supplies and signage, and participant meals. Having this
support was extremely appreciated and helped make the event a great
success.
The three-day training included a large scale multi-subject exercise
scenario in the St. Mary Valley. The training scenario was a small airplane
crash with eight subjects in various locations and with various injuries. All
event participants, including RCMP, were required in various search and
rescue roles from initial response, ground search and rescue, first aid,
evacuation,
communications,
planning,
logistics,
administration,
transportation, rope rescue, and more.
Other training over the weekend included a strenuous map, compass and
GPS exercise through the dense forest, a swiftwater rescue exercise on
the St. Mary River, or a high-angle rope rescue exercise at Marysville
Falls. Whether SAR members were new or experts everyone was able to
participate to learn more about each aspect of search and rescue, to
enhance multi-agency team work, and to continue to hone their skills.
For more information on training and volunteering as a search and rescue
technician visit www.bcsara.com.

LITERACY ACROSS THE BASIN
Submitted by: Ali Wassing, Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy Executive
Director

Residents of the Columbia Basin are fortunate to have numerous free
literacy services available to them including, Book for Babies, Scrabble
Club, Computers for Seniors, and Health Literacy workshops to name a
few. These programs are managed and coordinated by the Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy (CBAL), whose purpose is to promote literacy and
lifelong learning throughout the Columbia Basin by educating the public
about the importance of literacy and by supporting local community
actions related to literacy.
CBAL has Community Literacy Coordinators in 16 community areas
throughout the Basin. The Coordinators provide programs for parents and
young children, school-aged children who require additional support to
succeed, after school programs, adult literacy, English as a Second
Language, computer literacy for seniors, and more. CBAL has been
offering these programs for several years through the generous support of
the Columbia Basin Trust and a variety of other funders and community
partners such as the Ministry for Advanced Education, libraries, College of
the Rockies, Selkirk College, Okanogan College, Success by 6, Literacy
BC, and a number of school districts. If it’s about literacy – CBAL is
involved!
In June of this year the Ministry of Education was given a mandate to
support literacy at the community level. Because of this new mandate,
school districts will be coordinating meetings with various community
stakeholders to establish individual school district literacy plans. CBAL is
working with the school districts as they break new ground in community
outreach. All communities in the Basin have community literacy advisory
committees and literacy plans in place thanks to the efforts and support of
LiteracyNow which is part of the 2010 LegaciesNow provincial initiative.
What this means for communities in the Columbia Basin is more service,
more integration, and more community access to resources. Considerable
research is available on links between levels of literacy and community
well-being.
Look for literacy programs in your community by accessing the CBAL
website at www.cbal.org/ or by contacting your local library. Information
about your area’s Learning Index and the Canadian Council on Learning
can be found at www.ccl-cca.ca.

2007 COLUMBIA BASIN TRUST SYMPOSIUM –
CHANGE AND SUSTAINABILITY IN THE COLUMBIA BASIN

Columbia Basin Trust invites you to attend this year’s
Symposium, an event that brings residents together around
the issues of Change and Sustainability in the Columbia
Basin. The Symposium is a unique opportunity to gain new
ideas and insights, and share your own experiences and
views.
Change and Sustainability in the Columbia Basin draws
attention to the issues affecting communities of the Basin
and possible responses to those issues. Our climate, our
labour market, and our population are just a few areas that
have recently seen significant changes. Our collective
responses to these changes will affect our lives, and future
generations of Basin residents. The Symposium will provide
relevant and meaningful information on these changes to
local governments, community organizations, and Basin
residents with many opportunities for discussion.
During this two-day event, a collection of experienced
speakers, from within and outside the Basin, will cover a
number of topics affecting the region, including:
 Sustainable Communities and Economic Growth
 The Art and Science of Demography
 Community Decision Making and Strategies for
Development
 Workforce Issues and Affordable Housing
 Changing Climate, Changing Basin
Mark your calendars
2007 Columbia Basin Trust Symposium
Change and Sustainability in the Columbia Basin
Talk, Learn, Connect, Listen
October 19-21
Selkirk College
The Symposium is also a chance to come together as a Basin
community and enjoy our region. In keeping with this, we

are hosting a celebration of Basin culture in song and voice.
This free concert will be held at the Brilliant Cultural centre
on October 20 starting at 7:30 pm and is open to Symposium
delegates and the general public.
And on the final day of the Symposium, plan to rise early and
meet at the Castlegar Rec Plex where you will hop on a bus
for a guided tour of Brilliant Dam and the Arrow Lakes
Generating Station. As key investments for Columbia Basin
Trust, these power projects help support the longevity of
CBT’s granting and service programs. Learn more about how
power is generated, sold, and the inner workings of a hydro
power facility.
We expect a large turnout and space is limited. So register
early. Registration opens September 4. Anyone who registers
before September 28, 2007 will be entered into a draw to win
one of three Grand Prizes.
Starting September 4, you will be able to download the
registration package and agenda from
www.cbt.org/2007Symposium. For more information contact
Rina Gresiuk at rgresiuk@cbt.org or 1-800-505-8998.

CONTACT: BASIN YOUTH ACTION FORUM 2007
CBT will be hosting its 4th Basin Youth Action Forum this fall. The forum
will convene youth around key issues, encourage collaboration, and
support planning for youth issues in the Columbia Basin, and provide
inspiration, skills, and tools for youth action.
The forum will bring together approximately one hundred regionally and
culturally diverse youth from the Columbia Basin with the goal to:
 Identify current key issues for young people in the Basin
 Develop a sense of interconnectedness in the Basin
 Provide opportunities for youth to engage in adult-youth partnerships
 Give broader access to the Columbia Basin Trust’s youth resources
 Provide inspiration, skills, and tools for youth action
This three-day event includes motivational speakers, thought-provoking
workshops, yoga in the mornings, live music, spontaneous ideas, and
networking with, savvy, engaged, and inspirational youth from all over the
Columbia Basin.
This is Contact: Basin Youth Action Forum 2007 takes place October 12-14
at the Residence Inn Kimberley Trickle Creek at the Kimberley Alpine
Resort.
For more information contact Dana or Marella at 1-800-505-8998 or email
cbtyouth@cbt.org.

