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So much to see,
one place to start
When planning your trip to BC, make HelloBC.com
your first destination. You’ll find everything you need
for the perfect holiday – from how to get here, what
to see and do, and where to put your feet up while
you’re here.
Order regional travel guides
• Book from 2,700+ approved accommodations
• Plan your driving route
• See videos and blogs from other travellers to BC
•

Visit HelloBC.com today to start planning an
unforgettable BC experience.
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Welcome

Vancouver
Island

Welcome to Canada’s far west (read: best) coast. Paddle through serene coastal waters.
Backpack in majestic wilderness parks. Marvel at the furred, feathered and finned wildlife
on land and out to sea. Gaze at distant snow-capped mountains while striding barefoot
along softly curving beaches. Bomb down mountain bike trails, surf the big waves and
swim with the salmon. Inhale crisp, clean ocean breezes and the mossy fragrance of
old-growth rainforests.
And once you’ve had your day’s fill
of nature, shop, dine, wine, educate
and amuse yourself in cosmopolitan
centres, small towns and snug
harbours. Paradise for travellers
seeking authentic, no hassle, goanywhere adventures both outdoors
and in supreme indoor comfort has
a new name: Vancouver Island. To
prove it, the Island has again been
voted the #1 island in Canada and
one of the world’s best in Condé
Nast Traveler magazine’s 2013
readers’ poll.
The highlight reel as cited by voters
includes scenery, wineries, whales,
sport fishing, sailing, beaches, the
arts and the Island’s “wonderful
4
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people.” As the editors noted,
“our readers implore visitors to this
captivating gem to stay as long as
possible since there is simply so
much to see and do.”
The exposed top of a submerged
mountain range, the Island
stretches for 460km/285mi from
charmingly sophisticated Victoria
in the southwest to Cape Scott’s
windswept beaches and rugged
headlands at its northern tip.
The regions covered in these pages
also includes the idyllic southern
and northern Gulf Islands, the mazy
waterways of the Discovery Passage
and Queen Charlotte Strait, and a

sizable chunk of the B.C. mainland’s
fjord-like coastline, including
the Great Bear Rainforest with
its remarkable bears.
This is a land of extremes, both
natural and cultural, where modern
creature comforts exist alongside
the living traditions of the First
Nations’ peoples who have
resided here for millennia. Enjoy
leisurely roadtrips with the whole
family. Or set the GPS for offthe-grid adventure. The friendly,
knowledgeable staff at Visitor
Centres across the Island are eager
to help with advice, brochures, maps
and free wireless Internet services.

Vancouver Island’s rugged coastlines are
truly awe-inspiring.

Welcome

Killer Experience - Visitors from around
the world come to Vancouver Island to
explore coastal waters in the hopes of
spotting returning resident orca.

Many visitors mix it up in
spontaneous, unscripted style
by combining crunchy outdoor
experiences with the smoothest
of refined pleasures. Epic
oceanfront hiking trails, wilderness
camping, rock climbing, cycling,
wildlife watching expeditions,
ziplines, kayaking and stand-up
paddleboarding makes the
“roughing” part of the equation
a rare and special delight.
As for the pampering, Vancouver
Island delivers big time. Shop in
unique retail outlets selling local
fashion, food, wine, crafts and art.
Book restorative stays in resort
lodgings, welcoming B&Bs and
funky hostels. Graze on the slowest
of slow foods (i.e., fresh, organic and
ultra local) in unpretentious, quietly
world-class restaurants. Sip awardwinning wine on vineyard tours.
Step back in history at provincial,
municipal, public and First Nations’
museums. Enjoy live music, theatre



and the fine arts. Or simply chill
with friends and family at getaway
retreats far from the hurly-burly of
the modern world.
Warm Pacific Ocean currents give
Vancouver Island one of the mildest
climates in Canada. Spring, summer
and fall deliver shirt-sleeve days
and cool evenings. Conditions
turn dry and pleasantly toasty in
July and August, perfect for trips
to the beach, camping excursions,
open-air markets and numerous
community and music festivals.
Winters are traditionally wet yet
also free from snow (apart from
the fantastic powder conditions
at Mount Washington and Mount
Cain) and sometimes wildly exciting
– especially when storms roll in
with majestic fury from the open
Pacific. All this makes the Island
one of Canada’s favourite short-haul
snowbird escapes. Discover the
truth of a popular West Coast boast
by skiing or snowboarding in the

morning, enjoying a late lunch at
a beachside bistro and playing
18 holes of golf before sunset.
Tourism Vancouver Island’s Vacation
Guide divides the Island into seven
geographic regions notable for their
unique character and attractions.
All are served by modern roads
and transit systems. The airports in
Victoria and Comox serve Canadian
as well as seasonal and year-round
international arrivals. And the Island
is within easy getaway distance of
Vancouver and Seattle – little more
than 20 minutes by float plane or
a couple of hours at most by the
reliably efficient B.C. and Washington
state ferry systems. However you
get here, you’ll want to linger and
pinch yourself as you discover one
memorable place after the next on
Vancouver Island: Heaven on earth
and Canada’s Pacific Northwest
paradise.

www.VancouverIsland.travel
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South Island

South Island
Unexpected discoveries are part of every explorer’s Vancouver Island
experience, and they pile up in exciting clusters in a South Island region
centred around charmingly cosmopolitan Victoria, BC’s capital city.



Smell the roses - Take a lovely stroll
through one of Canada’s most beloved
public gardens.

The area includes the pastoral Saanich peninsula and a wild southwest coastline framed by postcard views of the Juan
de Fuca Strait and the craggy peaks of Washington State’s Olympic Mountain range. Such is the density of must-see
attractions, in fact, that it’s tempting to settle into comfortable lodgings in Victoria (aka “the City of Gardens”) and explore
this end of the Island at leisurely length by car, on foot or two wheels.

Discover Friendship - A tour though
downtown Victoria combines ‘must do’
with ‘must see’ attractions.

South Island

FACT > Over half of all Vancouver Island residents live in
the South Island region.

Scan this mobile phone tag
for exciting special offers!
www.VancouverIsland.travel/specials

South
Welcome
Island

Linger in one of Canada’s favourite
cities for sightseeing, festivals, whale
watching excursions and all kinds of
uplifting rejuvenation (farm-to-table
cuisine, spas, yoga and big-time retail
therapy included). The double-decker
buses and kilted pipers are delightful
reminders of Victoria’s “tweed
curtain” legacy as one of the last
outposts of the British Empire. Yet in
recent decades the city has evolved
into a multi-cultural getaway that
balances heritage charm with urban
savvy. Shop for local fashion, arts and
crafts, then dine in style and relaxed
comfort on food, wine, beer and cider
grown and brewed in the regional
neighbourhood.
Marvel at the Royal B.C. Museum’s
exhibits. Stroll past the artisans and
entertainers lining the Inner Harbour,
then rocket out to sea in a Zodiac
for a chance to view orcas and
humpback whales. Back on dry
land, celebrate the good life on
a tour of the city’s festive brewpubs,

A Mammoth Experience - From museums
to galleries, catch a glimpse and be in awe of
the past, present and future.

Spend Some
quality time
Make yourself at home in our warm
and inviting, English Tudor-style hotel,
conveniently located off Highway 17
just north of Victoria.
Free wireless internet.

Waddling dog
R E S E R V A T I O N S

1-800-567-8466

www.qualityinnvictoria.com
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Many visitors unpack once and
wander about at their leisure.
Others balance the urban pleasures
with daytrip excursions. Head north
into Saanich for a roadtrip tour of
farmgates and wineries, stopping
for a waterside lunch in Brentwood
Bay, a visit to one of Canada’s
most beloved public gardens and
a page-flipping tour of Sidney’s
delightful book stores.
Or head west on the Pacific Marine
Circle Route (which loops through
dramatic wilderness to the Cowichan
region and back to Victoria over the
course of a long day or, better still,
a multi-night excursion). Pleasures
along the way include Metchosin’s
rural utopia (sheep farms, home arts
studios) and Sooke’s spectacular
riverside potholes and acclaimed
slow-food restaurants. Further
still along the coast are a series of

beaches and coastal hiking
trails stretching all the way to
Port Renfrew’s tidal pools and
old-growth giants.

South Island

each serving award-winning pints
brewed on the premises.

The South Island invites easy
spontaneity and unplanned agendas.
Although the most populous area
on Vancouver Island, it’s still quiet
enough to attract residents who
treasure peace, serenity and all kinds
of holistic opportunities to stay fit
and healthy. It’s all possible thanks
to numerous parks, easy-access
beaches and two of Canada’s best
family hiking and biking routes – the
Galloping Goose and Lochside trails.
Kids love a region dotted with corn
mazes, ziplines, a bug zoo, butterfly
garden, playgrounds and big-screen
IMAX entertainment. For their part,
adults can book ahead for concert
and theatre tickets or allow their
moods to dictate the next activity.
That might include sampling awardwinning craft beers or local wines.

Hidden Gems - Discover unique places
and rich history in every corner of
downtown Victoria.

Victoria’s Only 5 Star
Oceanfront Spa Resort
Join us…we created a sanctuary
where understated elegance and
discerning service are essential.
5 minutes to the world famous
Butchart Gardens with easy access
Luxurious oceanfront suites, spa

1.888.544.2079

www.brentwoodbayresort.com

.1987 www.tavi.butchartgard
ens.c
om

and spectacular seaside dining.

.824
888

to Victoria Airport and the Ferries.

Ranked #1

www.VancouverIsland.travel
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South Island

How about go karts, moto-cross
dirt bikes, auto racing, batting
cages, mini-golf, camping and
other family fun? Visitor Centres
have all the details.

Greater Victoria
and Downtown

Feel Every Note - Victoria symphony is
one of the most successful in all of Canada,
providing live orchestral music for everyone.

Come get your share.

Unique shops, a variety of hotels, restaurants, attractions and outdoor adventure
await you in the charming town of Sidney, just 30 minutes from downtown Victoria.
As the gateway to Vancouver Island, Sidney is located just 5 minutes from the
Victoria Airport and the ferries from Vancouver and Washington State.
distinctlysidney.ca
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Unpack, take a deep breath,
then let the sightseeing begin.
The people-pleasing mix here
includes walking tours, shopping,
art galleries, horse-drawn carriage
rides and more dining opportunities
per-capita than anywhere in North
America outside San Francisco.
The focal point downtown is the
Inner Harbour, lined with historic
stone buildings (including the BC
legislature, which at night is lit up
like a palace by 3,333 lights) and
buzzing with floatplanes, boats,
passenger ferries and Zodiacs in
pursuit of whales. Stroll with the
ducks and peacocks in Beacon

Saanich
Peninsula
The farm and food shopping basket
of the South Island extends north
from Victoria to the Swartz Bay
ferry terminal. Transit it end-to-end
in a quick half hour on the multilane Highway 17 (aka the Pat Bay
Highway). Or hit the backroads
to see rolling farmland, vineyards,
home studios and exquisite valley
views (Mt. Newton Cross Road
rates as one of the nation’s most
scenic drives).
The District of North Saanich is
home to the Victoria International
Airport and the ferry terminals in
Swartz Bay (connecting to the BC

mainland) and Sidney (Anacortes
in Washington State). The rewards
of detouring off the fast track here
include 60km of coastline, milliondollar homes (and views) in Ardmore
and Deep Cove, and opportunities
to picnic on the beach at Cole’s Bay
or while watching seals laze on the
piers at Patricia Bay’s Institute
of Ocean Sciences.
Sidney is known as “Canada’s
Only Booktown” thanks to its array
of new, used, rare and specialty
bookstores. Linger in shops, cafés
and restaurants on the walkable
main street as it leads towards
the ocean. At the water’s edge are
pubs, a hotel, pier and long seaside
promenade adorned with public
art. Take in a show or exhibition
at the Mary Winspear Centre. Visit
the aquarium at the Shaw Ocean
Discovery Centre. And enjoy the
carnival atmosphere at the Sidney
Street Market, which on summer
Thursday nights finds main street

closed to traffic and packed tight
with vendors.

South Island

Hill Park. Tour Princess Abkhazi’s
magical garden. And enjoy the lively
festival scene – music, film, theatre,
art and beer fests included.

Brentwood Bay is perched at the
edge of the kayak-friendly Saanich
Inlet not far from Butchart Gardens,
one of the world’s premier public
gardens. The town’s resort and spa
is a favourite getaway for foodies,
who also like visiting area farmgates
and wineries. Shop at boutiques
along the pretty, roundaboutserviced main street, and dine
at pubs, cafés and a waterside
bistro. The Instagram moments pile
up fast during BC Ferries crossings
to Mill Bay in the Cowichan region.

Sooke to
Port Renfrew
The quickest getaway to west coast
wilderness from Victoria begins in
Sooke, about an hour’s drive from
the Inner Harbour. Fly through the

Go Coastal

your island escape

ALL FUN

Golf Vancouver Island, BC

plus…
karts • cages • clubs • camping
at Western Speedway

ing
o such th
There’s n uch fun!
as too m
Discover the perfect blend of contemporary style
and comfort at our oceanfront 55 room boutique
hotel in the charming town of Sidney-by-the-Sea.
Haro’s Restaurant & Bar is renowned for great
local food and tranquility is ever present at
Haven Spa. Explore nearby Butchart Gardens,
Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre, wineries and marine
adventures. Located 10 minutes from Swartz Bay
Ferry Terminal and Victoria International Airport.

Save time and money...
2 Nights & 2 Rounds of Golf
from $249 per person
April, May, June & Sept
Open weekends and statutory holidays
July & August - 7 days a week
(weather permitting)

Please call
for group
bookings

GO KARTS • BATTING CAGES • MINI GOLF • RV PARK
9805 Seaport Pl., Sidney, BC | toll free 1 866 659 9445

www.sidneypier.com

2207 MILLSTREAM RD
LANGFORD BC

250-474-1961 • allfun.bc.ca

1.877.307.5566
golfvancouverisland.travel

www.VancouverIsland.travel
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South Island

Look up - Wildlife watching tours open
your eyes to sights only dreamed about
in other destinations.

Craigdarroch Castle
Victoria’s Legendary Landmark

Discover the
Hidden Secrets of
Craigdarroch Castle
Self-guided Tours Daily:
10:00am – 4:30pm
Extended hours from
June 15th to September 6:
9:00am – 7:00pm
1050 Joan Crescent, Victoria, BC
T 250.592.5323
Tour maps are available in seven
different languages and iSpy Maps
are available for Children.
For more information,
visit our website at

www.thecastle.ca

Van Island Vacation Guide - The Castle.indd 1
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ride the waves in Jordan River and
Sombrio Beach.
Port Renfrew, like Sooke, is a sports
fishing mecca where experienced
guides know where the salmon and
halibut are biting. Two must-sees
here: the tidal pools at Western
Botanical Beach and Avatar Grove’s
Western red cedar and Douglas fir
giants. From here, the Pacific Marine
Circle Route continues through the
island’s interior past Cowichan Lake
before looping back to the south
Island.

South Island

trees on ziplines. Swim, camp and
explore the geological wonders
at Sooke Potholes Regional Park
(accessible by car or after biking
along the flat, forested Galloping
Goose trail). And dine in several
of Canada’s best-reviewed slowfood restaurants. Further along the
majestically scenic West Coast Road
is French Beach, an easy access
spot for family picnics by the sea.
Backpackers embark on the multiday Juan de Fuca Marine Trail at its
China Beach trailhead. And surfers

The Galloping Goose - A trail that connects
the entire South Island region where you can
ride a portion, or ride it all.

©2013 Casper Art. All rights reserved.

LIVES BEYOND THE LEGENDS
THE INVASION BEGINS MAY 16, 2014

GET YOUR TICKETS AT

royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/tickets
#RBCMVikings

PRODUCED BY:

V I K I N G S P A C K A G E For the ultimate experience get
a combination Royal BC Museum and IMAX ticket and immerse
yourself in the world of Vikings.

The exhibition is a joint venture between and produced by The Swedish History Museum in Sweden and MuseumsPartner in Austria.

www.VancouverIsland.travel
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Victoria Hospitality
WE’LL GET YOU

CLOSER.
We’re located on the ocean just
20 minutes from downtown Victoria.
Weekly & Monthly Rates Available.

reservations 250-656-5551
toll free 1-877-656-5551
fax 250-656-1551

BREATHTAKING SETTING

THE CEDARWOOD INN & SUITES

BREATHTAKING ROOMS

www.thecedarwood.ca

deltavictoria.com
1-800-268-1133

9522 Lochside Drive, Sidney, BC V8L 1N8
info@thecedarwood.ca

ONLY
40 MINUTES
• Fully serviced RV Resort & Marina
FROM
• Ocean View & pull-through sites
VICTORIA
• 30 & 50 amp power, cable, Wi-Fi
• Boat rentals & fishing gear • Coffee House
• 3 lane boat launch • Kayak and bicycle rentals

925 PEDDER BAY DRIVE, VICTORIA, BC
1-877-478-1771 • www.pedderbay.com

Luxury 2, 3 & 4 Bedroom
Vacation Rentals

From $199 per night
Spacious Townhome Units • Ocean Views • Onsite Marina

“The best places to
stay in Victoria”



According to TripAdvisor Members

Smooth Sailing - Take a relaxng sightseeing
trip on the Victoria Harbour Ferry.

1 866 616 3236

reservations@sookeharbourmarina.ca

www.sookeharbourmarina.ca
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2013 Photo Contest Submission: Lee Milliken

VictoriasHistoricInns.com
A Better Way to Stay!

Take an awe-inspiring journey back in
time at the Royal BC Museum.
Whale Watching >
Orcas, humpbacks, sea lions & more
Craigdarroch Castle >
Built in the 1880’s by BC’s first
millionaire
Visit Canada’s oldest Chinatown,
home to Canada’s narrowest street,
Fan Tan Alley.
BC Legislature Buildings >
Architect Francis Rattenbury’s
magnificent Inner Harbour landmark
Go for the big pink ones on salmon
ﬁshing charters.

Get up-close and personal with
marine life at Sidney’s Shaw Ocean
Discovery Centre.

DI S C OV E R
S E A S I DE
SERENITY IN
“ T H E P O OL S ”

South Island

Top Things
to See & Do

The Butchart Gardens >
A 20-hectare national historic site
open since 1904.
The Sooke Fine Arts Show in August
is BC’s largest adjudicated visual arts
event.
Port Renfrew’s Botanical Beach >
A true off-the-beaten path marine
wonderland.
Culinary experiences from wharfside fish and chips, fine West Coast
cuisine and artisan foods to tea at
The Empress, wine and beer tasting.
see the full list of over 60 must-see &
 Tomust-do
things in the South Island Region
visit www.VancouverIsland.Travel

A LW AY S T H E S M A R T C H O I C E

Wiley’s

Sportfishing
Port Renfrew, BC

FIND YOURSELF...
... on the shores of the
Pacific Ocean, amongst
friends, a rich tradition and
hospitality of a bygone era.

P: 250 510 2450 | 250 748 4846
wileyssportfishing@gmail.com

wileyssportfishing.ca

ASK FOR THE ‘TVI’ RATE

The Oak Bay Beach Hotel,
a boutique seaside resort
and spa carefully designed
for one thing in mind...
your personal wellness.
Book your stay today
1.800.668.7758

So Many Reasons to Stay: Close to downtown & the
inner harbour | Kitchenette & Jacuzzi Suites available |
Complimentary high-speed Internet | Fitness facilities
| Indoor pool & whirlpool | Shark Club Bar & Grill with
room service | Meeting & banquet facilities | Pet
friendly | Complimentary parking

1 800 SANDMAN (726 3626)
2852 Douglas St. | Victoria, BC | V8T 4M5 | Tel: 250 388 0788

oakbaybeachhotel . com

www.VancouverIsland.travel
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South Island

Victoria’s Historic Chinatown - History
and culture come together to provide a
gateway for your senses.



Bringing the coast within reach.
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BC Ferries

Actual Size:

4.75" x 4.875"

Three easy ways to book:
· bcferries.com/vacations
· 1-888-BC FERRY Ext. 3
· BC Ferries Vacations™ Centre
at the Fairmont Pacific Rim
1010 Canada Place, Vancouver, BC

File
Name:
21011655 Active Pass_TVI_v2
www.VancouverIsland.travel

Date:

October 3, 2013 12:00 PM

Colours:

Operator:

S Holme

4C

Publication:

Tourism Victoria

GU

O N NE

U

ED

GS

AL

TR

TE

N

CA

RB

Ask about our Vancouver
Island Packages including
ferry travel, accommodation,
tours and activities.
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Legendary - Experience history with a self
guided tour through Craigdarroch Castle,
Victoria’s must see attraction.
2013 Photo Contest Submission: Mike Lane
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TOLL FREE
BC Reg. 48839.

1 800 708 9488

EAGLEWINGTOURS.COM

follow us

Gulf Islands

Gulf Islands

Out of this world - Saturna Island is
the perfect hideaway. A winery, bistro
restaurant and art studios provide
quiet year-round bliss for visitors.

Top Things to See & Do
Visit the 1896 Plumper Pass Lockup,
Mayne Island’s former jail.
Crunch across ancient shell
midden beaches at Galiano Island’s
Montague Harbour
Taste locally crafted wine on Saturna
and Salt Spring Island.
Explore the Malaspina Galleries,
Gabriola Island’s amazing sandstone
formations.
“Isle of the Arts” > Tour dozens of
Gabriola home studios.

see the full list of over 35 must-see &
 Tomust-do
things in the Gulf Island Region
visit www.VancouverIsland.Travel

Scan this mobile phone tag
for exciting special offers!
www.VancouverIsland.travel/specials

The southern Gulf Islands stretch
along Vancouver Island’s eastern
coastline from Saturna near the
Canada/U.S. maritime border north
to Gabriola offshore from Nanaimo.
A half dozen of the larger islands are
full-service vacation destinations for
weekenders and long-stay visitors.
Several hundred more smaller,
uninhabited islands serve ocean
kayakers, pleasure boaters, seabirds
and slumbering colonies of sea lions.
Getting here by ferry or floatplane
is part of the adventure and practical
proof that you’ve made the great
escape. Settle in to the welcoming
embrace of a B&B, inn, resort or
campground, then do as little or as
much exploring as you like – either
actively (hiking, biking, kayaking)
or in more relaxed fashion while
birdwatching, beachcombing
or catching rays in a deckchair.
Inhale the fresh air and scenery.
Snap photos of apple orchards,
sheep-filled fields, fishing harbours
and the panoramic views from
cliffside hiking trails. Wander through
rare Garry oak ecosystems. Hang out
with the regulars in coffee shops and
pubs while learning best-kept island
secrets direct from the source.
Meet creative folk in galleries and
home art studios. Linger over
regionally sourced food and drink
on oceanfront patios. Or simply find
a quiet spot on land or by the sea
to picnic with loved ones and/or
a good book.

Views beyond belief - Every Gulf Island
offers stunning viewpoints just waiting to
be explored.

Holidaying on a Gulf Island
guarantees rest and relaxation –
healthy, creative or pampered, it’s
up to you. These three options mix
and mingle at spas and wellness
facilities specializing in all manner
of holistic therapies – hydrotherapy,
sea-salt scrubs, Reiki, aromatherapy,
reflexology, mineral baths and more.
Book one-time sessions or dedicate
an entire vacation to optimizing mind,
body and soul. Sign up for yoga
classes or a meditation retreat. Daily
exposure to nature on the water or
in the vast green spaces that have
been smartly preserved for future
generations helps speed the destressing process.
Concerts, readings, theatre
productions, gallery openings
and a busy spring, summer and
fall schedule of festivals – literary,
musical, nautical, arts and apples
included – keep residents and
visitors entertained. Buying local is
never easier than at weekend markets
where artisans, gardeners, farmers,
cooks and musicians strut their
island style.
Immerse yourself for a weekend or
longer in a very different way of life.
Enjoy a variety of easily accessible
experiences. And stack up the
quality time with friends and family.
Guarantee: Once you’ve visited
one island, you’ll want to collect
experiences on them all.

FACT > British Columbia’s Gulf Islands are comprised
of 13 major islands and some 450 smaller islands.

Gulf Islands

Dream an island getaway to life in the heart of the Salish Sea.
Make that islands plural, each with a distinctive character yet
all sharing unspoilt natural beauty and a sublimely tranquil
pace of life. The characters who reside here are pretty
unique too: writers and musicians, B&B owners and retired
millionaires, earthy neo-hippies and spiritual seekers. No
matter their background, everyone has set their clocks to
“Island Time,” and that means no fuss, no rush (at least until
it’s time to catch the next ferry out).

Gulf Islands

Gabriola Island
A short ferry ride from Nanaimo,
Gabriola is known as “Isle of the
Arts” thanks to the hundreds of
artists, sculptors, photographers,
writers and musicians who reside
here. Pick up the Gabriola Loop
map for cycling and driving tours
which wind past numerous
galleries and home studios. Relax
on warm sandstone beaches, pluck
mussels from the shore and hike the
Petroglyph Trail in search of Coast
Salish history. Plan visits for the
Gabriola Theatre Festival in August
and the Canadian Thanksgiving
weekend studio tour.

(just over 10,000 full-time residents)
of the Gulf Islands is centred in
Ganges, a bustling harbour town
known for its shops, galleries,
restaurants and a truly legendary
Saturday market. Peace and pastoral
quiet is the norm elsewhere on this
postcard-scenic refuge. Hike Mount
Maxwell’s cliffside trail, picnic at
Beddis Beach, dine by the water
in Fulford Harbour and tour the
island on two wheels. Check into
the Visitor Centre for details on the
North End and South End loop tours.
Then relax and stay awhile in one of
dozens of B&Bs or after pitching a
tent oceanside near Ruckle Heritage
Farm, BC’s oldest working farm.

Pender Island

Salt Spring
Island
Welcome to what the Washington
Post has called “the coolest island in
Canada.” Life on the most populated

A one-lane bridge links two very
different yet interconnected islands.
Rolling sheep farms, 30+ home art
studios, shopping at the Driftwood
Centre and waterfront dining in

Paddle on - Kayaking is one of the finest ways to
be at one with nature amongst the Gulf Islands.

Sandstone Sculpture - The Malaspina
Galleries on Gabriola Island are a naturally
occuring sandstone formation sculpted
by years of wind, rain and the ocean that
resemble a breaking surf wave.
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Hope Bay highlight North Pender.
By contrast, forested South Pender
offers mountainside hiking and resort
life in Poet’s Cove. Take it slow
wherever you go. As one bumper
sticker puts it: “What’s the hurry?
I’m on Pender time.”

Galiano Island
Direct service in under an hour
from the BC Ferries terminal in
Tsawwassen makes Galiano the
most accessible of the southern
Gulf Islands. Steps from the ferry
dock, Sturdies Bay is home to
most of the amenities on this
long, lean island – resort hotel,
art galleries, dining, bookstore and
quaint pub included. Ferry foot
passengers can rent mopeds, bikes
and Smart cars to explore beaches,
parks and hiking trails up-island.
Don’t miss the astronomically
aligned standing stones and
decorative rocks at Stoneworld.

Uncrowded even during peak season,
Mayne and its landmark lighthouse
are a first Gulf Island sighting for
ferry passengers as they sail into
Active Pass from the BC mainland.
Enjoy a handful of good restaurants,
shops and galleries while knowing
that uncomplicated restorative rest
is the island’s best medicine.
Cycle past the sheep farms.
Visit a remarkable animal rescue
facility. And take a contemplative
stroll through a Japanese
memorial garden. Book ahead:
Accommodations are limited.

Saturna Island
A bit removed from the main BC
Ferries routes, Saturna is a yearround hideaway for visitors who
arrive at Lyall Harbour either by
a ferry transfer at Mayne Island or,
more conveniently, by floatplane.
Almost half of the island is protected
parkland, and that includes forest,
oceanside parks and Brown Ridge’s
see-forever views. A winery, bistro
restaurant, art studios, pub and
general store provide diversions,
as do the orcas swimming past the
East Point lighthouse. Boats pack
into Winter Cove for the island’s
famous Canada Day Lamb Barbecue.

Top Things
to See & Do
Sync up with island time by
kayaking, cycling or hiking any of
the Gulf Islands.
Salt Spring Saturday Market > Arts,
crafts, treats, produce and music
oceanside in Ganges, spring to fall.
Camp by the ocean at Salt Spring’s
historic Ruckle Provincial Park.
See the murals and three “bear mother”
First Nations poles at the Pender Island
Community Hall.
Play unique 9-hole golf courses on
Pender, Galiano, Salt Spring and
Gabriola islands.
see the full list of over 35 must-see &
 Tomust-do
things in the Gulf Islands Region
visit www.VancouverIsland.Travel

Mayne Attraction - With its signature
lighthouse, restaurant and shops, Mayne
Island is a remarkable place to visit.

Discover Salt Spring Island
A jewel nestled in the Southern Gulf Islands. Salt Spring offers
the postcard West Coast Lifestyle that some can only dream
of. Come discover this beautiful vacation destination.

Gulf Islands
National Park
Reserve
One of Canada’s newest national
parks protects a wide swath of the
southern Gulf Islands, including First
Nations’ ancestral sites, portions
of Pender, Mayne and Saturna
islands and such popular kayaking
and boating spots as Sidney Spit
and Russell Island. Each summer
Parks Canada hosts fun educational
programs for families, including
weekend sessions on geocaching,
local history and intertidal life.

Gulf Islands
Welcome

Mayne Island

Hastings House
Country House Hotel
A small waterfront luxury country resort, spa and
restaurant - sits on 22 acres on the waterfront of
Ganges Harbour. Enjoy luxury lodging, fine dining,
wellness and relaxation in a casually-elegant
atmosphere.

1-800-661-9255
www.hastingshouse.com
160 Upper Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island, BC

Salt Spring Spa Resort

Salt Spring Island’s highly-acclaimed seaside spa resort features
uniquely designed oceanview and forestview chalets.

1-800-665-0039 | www.saltspringspa.com
1460 North Beach Rd, Salt Spring Island, BC

www.VancouverIsland.travel
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Cowichan
Foodie nirvana. A lively music and arts scene.
And outdoor pursuits by the dozen. That’s
the Cowichan region in Vancouver Island’s
southeastern front pocket. Sheltered by
mountain ranges and blessed with Canada’s
longest growing season, this green and fertile
valley is named after a Coast Salish First
Nations’ word meaning “the land warmed by
the sun.” Summers are surprisingly hot by
moderate West Coast standards. And when
there’s a nip in the air, every fashionista with
an eye for comfort and style knows that it’s
Cowichan sweater weather.

Culinary tourism has been on the upswing here for years,
and foodies the world over have the region on their radars
now that Italy’s Slow Food International has named the
village of Cowichan Bay as its first “Cittaslow” in North
America. Dine in cafés and bistros serving local crops
and catches from land and sea. Step into tasting rooms
to sample cider, spirits and award-winning cold-climate
wine. Satisfy gourmet longings at food and wine festivals.
Enjoy oysters, salmon and “scow” (frybread) at a riverside
First Nations restaurant. Or team up with the culinary pros
to forage for wild foods, mushrooms especially, before
learning how to cook your own exquisite dishes.
Share breakfast in a rural B&B with its friendly owners,
then head out on day trips that will make the taste buds
sing. The culinary pleasures range from artfully prepared,
locally sourced bistro meals to the most satisfying of sweet
treats: baked goodies, fudge and doorstop-sized cinnamon
buns. Take home hand-crafted preserves, vinegars and
even salt from the seawater off Cherry Point. All these
bonus calories might lead to sloth and torpor if there
weren’t so many invigorating ways to work off the excess
baggage. Play golf on a half-dozen smartly groomed
courses year-round. Cycle along the Cowichan Valley Trail
and over the historic Kinsol Trestle, once the highest train
trestle (bridge) in the British Commonwealth. Tackle the
challenging mountain biking routes on Mount Tzouhalem
and Maple Mountain. Hike to your heart’s content in parks
and along wilderness trails. And dance long into the night
at music festivals.
Scan this mobile phone tag
for exciting special offers!
www.VancouverIsland.travel/specials

Southeastern Pleasures - From the
freshest farms to cafés and bistros, the
locally sourced tasting experience is a
must for any foodie.

Cowichan



First Nations First Hand Cultural history is on display in
Duncan and waiting to be explored.

Cowichan

On the aquatic front, try diving, snorkeling, tubing and
pleasure boating. Saltwater kayaking launch spots are
easy to find from Mill Bay to Ladysmith, and numerous
kayak tour and rental companies serve visitors. Canoe
on Shawnigan and Cowichan lakes or challenge the
whitewater along the Chemainus and Cowichan rivers.
The latter is one of the most consistent fishing rivers on
the Island; a fishing/hiking path stretches 31km along the
riverbank. Expect brown, rainbow, and steelhead trout,
as well as vigorous salmon runs. Chinook, coho, and
steelhead that school in Cowichan Bay enter the river
to spawn in winter.
The region’s unofficial capital is Duncan, home to a
splendid array of restaurants and clothing, giftware and
art retailers in the smartly revitalized downtown core.
View more than 40 totem poles (the world’s largest

urban collection) on city streets. Experience authentic
First Nations’ traditions and cuisine at the Quw’utsun’
Cultural Centre. Enjoy a steam train ride at the B.C. Forest
Discovery Centre and while you are there, visit the brand
new Cowichan Region Visitor Centre - right next door. This
fun interpretive centre features unique, interactive exhibits
of the region’s attractions and activities, plus all the
information you need to make the most of your stay
in Cowichan.
History buffs are well served in Chemainus, globally
renowned as “mural town” thanks to its 41 wall-sized
tableaux (a mix of historic scenes and reproductions of
paintings by iconic BC artist Emily Carr). Walking along
Ladysmith’s heritage main street is like stepping back a
century into the Edwardian era.

Everything looks better from here
Come Off the Highway!
Totem Carved by Calvin Hunt

Duncan. A downtown that is anything but ordinary
A vibrant history and culture in a laid back way.
A West Coast style and a welcoming spirit.
Coffee shops to cutting-edge cuisine. One of
a kind shops, independently owned and operated,
offering personalized service.

•
•
•
•
•
•

museum and outdoor galleries
self guided totem tours
Saturday farm market
drinking fountain sculpture
electric vehicle charging stations
farm to table restaurants

www.duncan.ca | www.downtownduncan.ca
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TourismCowichan.com

1-888-303-3337

Cowichan

Major roads and highways provide quick connections
throughout the region (and the Island as a whole), but
why not explore the immersive pleasures of the scenic
backroads? Along the meandering way, drop (along with
your designated driver or on a tour) into as many as 20
vineyard tasting rooms. Numerous farms and six weekly
farm markets allow one to shop for local produce direct
from the source. Best advice to all visitors – pack an
appetite!

South Cowichan
The South Island region morphs into the Cowichan Valley
as Highway #1 from Victoria crests the top of the Malahat
mountain range and begins its winding descent to the

Kinsol Trestle - Walk a historic railway trestle
that forms part of the Cowichan Valley Trail
and the Trans Canada Trail systems.

Award Winning Wines & Cider | Cycling | Golf | Museums | Totem Tours | Whale Watching
Farm Markets | Diving | Hiking | Fine Dining | Sailing | Art Galleries | Murals | Kayaking
Ladysmith on the 49th
Awaken your sense of adventure
with our marine playground for
paddlers, boaters, and sand-castle
builders! Our historic downtown
offers unique shopping, heritage
buildings, and award-winning
cinnamon buns. You’ll find
unparalleled small town charm in
Ladysmith on the 49th Parallel.

250-245-2112
www.tourismladysmith.ca
411 First Avenue, Ladysmith

Best Western Cowichan Valley Inn

BC Forest
Discovery Centre

• Choices Restaurant • Station Pub Bar & Grill • 100% non-smoking hotel
• Exercise room • Deluxe pillow-top beds • Five fantastic pillows on every bed

Ride the rails, walk the trails and
see the exhibits. Visit the 100
acre museum and discover how
the pioneers of the forest industry
shaped the communities of coastal
British Columbia.

• Free high speed wireless internet • Mini fridges & 32” ﬂat screen plasma TV
• Corporate & group rates available • Next to Cowichan Commons Mall
• Close to four champion golf courses • Close to vineyards & local attractions
Your Best Choice
in the Cowichan Valley

250-748-2722
1-800-927-6199
www.cowichanvalleyinn.com
6474 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan, BC

Order Your Free Vacation Guide

Photo: Kalevi Sissonen

250-715-1113 | 1.866-715-1113
www.bcforestdiscoverycentre.com

Visit bcforestdiscoverycentre.com
for a schedule
of events and
operating
hours.

2892 Drinkwater Rd, Duncan, BC
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Island’s eastern coastline. Be sure to pull over and enjoy
panoramic viewpoints south to Mount Baker over the
Saanich Peninsula. Or exit the highway at Bamberton
for a peaceful oceanside route.
Mill Bay is the first stop with its roadside diners, shopping
centre and renowned international school (one of several
in the region). The seaside village is the terminus for ferry
runs from Brentwood Bay in Central Saanich. Enjoy a stroll
at Mill Bay Nature Park or launch a kayak to explore the
coastal waters.
Once summer cottage country, Shawnigan Lake is
now home to full-time residents who treasure the lake’s
recreational boating and fishing. Get a taste of the village’s
history at Old Mill Park and gape at the size of the Kinsol
Trestle railway bridge while hiking or biking the Cowichan
Valley Trail.
Also perched high above the sparkling Saanich Inlet,
Cobble Hill is tucked into a pastoral landscape of parks,
farmland and vineyards. Sample award-winning cider
and wine, visit a lavender farm and shop for antiques,
contemporary art and local produce.

Cowichan Bay
This delightful seaside village is home to boating
enthusiasts, artisans and an eclectic community of locals,
some dwelling in floating residences. Relaxed vibes,
waterfront charm and tasty, locally produced eats are
hallmarks of main street’s favourite haunts, which include
a cheese shop, ice cream parlour and acclaimed organic
bakery. Walk the pier out to the Cowichan Bay Maritime
Centre’s museum. Serve aces on one of the oldest active
lawn tennis court in the world. And take the kids to the
Cowichan Estuary Nature Centre and its fun touch tables.
Check out the monument to poet Robert Service (a onetime shopkeeper here), watch sunsets over Mount Prevost,
embark on moonlight paddles and celebrate the return
of the sea lions during family events in the fall.

and more than 120 vendors selling local produce, crafts,
baked goods, fashion, jewellery and more in the shadow
of City Hall’s heritage clock tower.

Chemainus
Once a struggling seaside mill town, Chemainus has
transformed itself into “the world’s largest outdoor art
gallery.” Vividly colourful murals decorate every available
wall in town as they document local history in fascinating
detail. The renaissance helped bring main street to life
with dozens of one-of-a-kind shops selling antiques, art,
candy, giftware and locally made clothing. Check out the
pleasantly walkable Old Town neighbourhood to the
water’s edge at Kin Beach Park, then catch one of the
acclaimed dramas and musicals at the Chemainus
Theatre Festival. Annual bluegrass and jazz festivals
along with summer’s Music in the Park series keep
local and visitor toes tapping.

Cowichan Lake
This beloved family getaway hotspot is renowned for its
water sports (action-packed jet-skiing and wakeboarding
included) and is just 90 minutes highway drivetime from
Victoria. Settle in for the duration in vacation lodgings or
after pitching a tent in a lakeside campground. Or rent a
houseboat for a cozy float about weekend or longer with
friends and family. Circle the lake by car on a scenic drive
(mostly on unpaved forestry roads) around “Kaatza”
(or “big lake” as it was originally known to the First
Nations). Along the way stop and enjoy the amenities
found in Youbou (where young people hand-set pins in
the local bowling alley, the last of its kind in Canada),
Honeymoon Bay, Mesachie Lake and the town of Lake
Cowichan. The lake is last call for civilization before the
wild back country of Carmanah Walbran Provincial Park.
It’s also a highlight of the Pacific Marine Circle Route,
which over the course of a daytrip links the South Island’s
scenic wild side with its major population centres
via paved former logging roads.

Duncan
Get off the highway and explore the City of Totems,
otherwise known as “the Heart of the Cowichan Valley.”
Duncan’s revitalized heritage downtown is lined with
shops, galleries, bookstores, 20 restaurants and a popular
brew pub and wine bar. Verse yourself in local history
at the downtown museum. Check out the locomotives,
“donkey engines” and open-air museum at the BC
Forest Discovery Centre. Shop for toys, fashion, books,
Cowichan sweaters and First Nations art. Catch live music
many nights of the year in local clubs and at such summer
festivals as SunFest (the largest country music festival
west of the Prairies) and The 39 Days of July. Cheer on
trained birds of prey during aerial displays at the raptor
centre. And don’t miss the Duncan Farmer’s Market,
a year-round Saturday tradition with its family entertainers
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On par with paradise - Enjoy the ocean
view on one of the championship golf courses.

Cowichan

North Cowichan
The scenic coastal area between Duncan and Ladysmith
features rolling farm land and several small oceanfront
communities established on the edge of calm waters that
are ideal for boating, fishing, diving and kayaking. One
highlight among many: Inspirational walkabouts of the
gardens and old-fashioned general store at Providence
Farm, a former convent turned working organic farm and
therapeutic community.
Genoa Bay and Maple Bay look out over picturesque
Sansum Narrows to Salt Spring Island. Full-service marinas
in these two snug harbours are havens for boaters, kayakers

Wining and Dining - Enjoy vineyard-side
dining where chefs pair their creations with
award winning wines grown and aged mere
steps from your seats.

Chemainus | Cowichan Bay | Mill Bay | Cobble Hill | Shawnigan Lake
Ladysmith | Lake Cowichan | Duncan | Maple Bay | Genoa Bay

Chemainus

Vancouver Island’s
Seaside Arts Town

Chemainus Inn

Come for the day or stay for a few...
View our gallery of 42 wall murals
that tell the story of our town,
take in a professional theatre
production, tap your toes at a
summer music festival, dine at an
award wining eatery and indulge
in unique shops and boutiques.

Idyllically situated in the heart of
the Cowichan Valley, a wine and
culinary haven.

250-246-3944
VisitChemainus.ca

250-246-4181 | 1-877-246-4181
www.chemainushotel.com

visitorcentre@chemainus.bc.ca

9573 Chemainus Road, Chemainus

Chemainus Theatre Festival

Situated in this charming
Cittaslow seaside community
our Boutique Hotel offers
56 ocean view one bedroom
suites and is minutes from all
local wineries and golf courses.
Perfect for weddings, special
occasions, corporate retreats
and full service conferences.

• Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story (Feb 11 – Mar 8) • Jeeves In Bloom (Mar 21 – Apr 26)
• Waiting for the Parade (May 9 – Jun 1) • Les Misérables (Jun 20 – Sep 7)
• Over the River and Through the Woods (Oct 3 – Nov 8)
• Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Christmas Carol (Nov 21 – Dec 22)

9737 Chemainus Rd, Chemainus

TourismCowichan.com 1-888-303-3337

Pet friendly too!

Oceanfront Suites
at Cowichan Bay

Relax and enjoy stellar performances in an
exciting and intimate environment. Join us
in the Playbill Dining Room, take a stroll
through the Gallery Gift Shop and then
settle into your seat and enjoy the thrill of
live professional theatre!

1-800-565-7738
chemainustheatre.ca

The Best Western Plus is an
almost all suite sytle hotel with
indoor pool, hot tub, fitness centre
and includes a complimentary hot
buffet breakfast.

250-715-1000 | 1-800-663-7898
oceanfrontcowichanbay.com
1681 Cowichan Bay Rd, Cowichan Bay, BC

Order Your Free Vacation Guide

27

Cowichan

and scuba divers seeking provisions and laundry facilities.
Kayakers and scuba divers can slip easily into the water
here, and it’s great roadtripping country with rewards that
include waterfront pubs and bistros serving locally
sourced menus.

Top Things to See & Do

Further north, Crofton is a resilient little community
founded in the early 1900s as a copper-smelting town.
Visit the Old School House Museum. Grab a specialty
coffee or a bite to eat near the BC Ferries dock, then stroll
along the waterfront boardwalk while waiting to cross to
Salt Spring Island.

Kinsol Trestle > One of the world’s highest wooden trestle
railway bridges is the jewel of the Cowichan Valley Trail.
An astounding sight and experience near Shawnigan Lake.

Ladysmith
Step back a century in time when wandering a town
voted one of the ten prettiest in Canada by Harrowsmith
Country Life. With panoramic views across an oyster bay to
the southern Gulf Islands, Ladysmith’s heritage main street
is lined with Edwardian-era architecture, unique shops and
a tempting array of restaurants. Transfer Beach Park is the
town’s waterfront gem with its kid-friendly green space,
kayak rentals, community art gallery and dockside museum.
Harbour tours provide a unique way to see the town from
a different angle and learn the history of the area.

Sip fine cold-climate varietals at a score of wineries in
a region that also includes a cidery, distillery and craft
brewery.

BC Forest Discovery Centre > Ride the steam train, visit
the museum and drop into the Cowichan Valley’s new
on-site interpretive Visitor Centre.
Quw’utsun’ Cultural Centre > First Nation dances,
storytelling and crafts at the riverside edge of Duncan,
the City of Totems.
Wander the spectacular outdoor mural gallery adorning
buildings throughout Chemainus, then catch a musical at
the Chemainus Theatre Festival.
Laze on the grass, catch a concert or paddle a kayak at
Ladysmith’s Transfer Beach Park.
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To see the full list of over 35 must-see & must-do things in the
Cowichan Region visit www.VancouverIsland.Travel

Grown with Love - Your heart will thank
you after you taste the bounty from the
many locally grown and operated markets.

Cowichan

Savour the tastes. Meet the people. Embrace the journey.
Averill Creek

Island Time Tours

Averill Creek is a family operated estate winery. We
focus on producing premium quality wines that are
expressive of our vineyard’s terroir. Bring a picnic
to enjoy on the patio while taking in the views.

We are the local experts! Customized/Individual/
Groups. Wine Tours, sightseeing and so much
more. Let’s go!

6552 North Road, Duncan

250-709-9986 | www.averillcreek.ca

250-477-3322 | 1-866-846-1917
www.IslandTimeTours.com

Blue Grouse Estate Winery

Merridale Ciderworks & Bistro

Come now and enjoy Blue Grouse’s classic wines,
overlooking one of the Island’s oldest vineyards.
And visit us again when our brand new tasting
room opens in late summer of 2014.

Come spend a day making discoveries at our cidery
& orchard. Spirit & cider tastings. Cellar, orchard &
distillery tours. Bistro, bakery, deli, store & live music.
1230 Merridale Road, Cobble Hill

2182 Lakeside Road, Duncan

250-743-3834 | bluegrouse.ca

250-743-4293 | 1-800-998-9908
www.merridalecider.com

Cherry Point Estate Wines

Mill Bay Marina

3-463 Belleville Street, Victoria

Cherry Point Estate Wines is a family owned estate
winery. We produce award winning wines crafted
according to European practices that reﬂect the
uniqueness of our land.

250-743-4303 | www.millbaymarina.ca

840 Cherry Point Road, Cobble Hill
250-743-1272 | cherrypointestatewines.com

contact@bridgemans.ca

Cowichan Bed & Breakfasts

contact@millbaymarina.ca

Bridgemans Bistro

778-356-3568 | www.bridgemans.ca
740-Handy Road, Mill Bay

Rocky Creek Winery

Come experience our hospitality – rooms and
suites for all tastes, styles, prices and locations.
A better way to stay.

Great wines. Great people. Great experiences.
“WOW” factor + chocolate! Enjoy striking gardens
at Cowichan’s most awarded winery.
Pure island grapes!

staycowichan.com
info@staycowichan.com

1854 Myhrest Road, Cowichan Bay

Damali Lavender & Winery

Silverside Farm & Winery

Indulge your senses. Family run Damali focuses
on quality wines made from the finest Cowichan
Valley fruit and Damali lavender.

~ come savour our berry ﬂavours!
Discover something new ~ come taste our unique
award winning berry wines! Rich. Bold. Vibrant.

3500 Telegraph Road, Cobble Hill

3810 Cobble Hill Road, Cobble Hill

250-743-4100 | www.damali.ca

250-748-5622 | rockycreekwinery.ca

250-743-9149 | www.silversidefarm.com

Enrico Winery

Unsworth Vineyards

Welcome to Enrico Winery, home to award winning
wines and friendly people! Our mission is to please
you with our quality wines!
Hours of Operation: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm daily

Premium, local wines that reﬂect the unique
character of the Cowichan Valley complemented
by Amusé on the Vineyard; a casual and elegant
bistro serving natural local foods.

3280 Telegraph Road, Mill Bay

2915 Cameron-Taggart Road, Mill Bay

250-733-2356 | EnricoWinery.com

TourismCowichan.com 1-888-303-3337

250-929-2292 | unsworthvineyards.com

tour, taste, stay
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Shop, eat and sleep in style while exploring a historic harbour city. Stroll miles of shallow,
sandy coastline ideal for beachcombing and family fun with shovel and pail. Fly a kite in
fresh ocean breezes. Hurtle down forested mountain bike trails. Meet artists in their
home studios.Canoe across still blue lakes. Giggle at the delightful sight of goats on
the grass-covered roof of a country market jammed with unique imported and local
goods. Or simply relax, dig toes into warm sand and surrender with a satisfied sigh.



Central Island

Central Island

2013 Photo Contest Winner:
Jina Kim
Wow! Discovery Day!- Jina Kim took
this photo while showing a big purple
starfish to her girls at the seashore.

Goats on a roof? - Yup, Coombs is world
renowned for goats that graze on the grass
roof of the country market.

Central Island
FACT > The Parksville/Qualicum Beach area has
almost 20 km of sandy beach – perfect for exploring,
building castles or just a day of loving the sun!

Scan this mobile phone tag
for exciting special offers!
www.VancouverIsland.travel/specials

Central Island

 Don’t Look Down - Your heart will
beat a little faster as you get ready to
experience pure adrenaline!
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INN ON LONG LAKE
The Inn on Long Lake is your lakeside retreat in the heart of North Nanaimo.
All of our guest rooms feature a lake view patio or balcony, plus a microwave,
mini fridge, and coffeemaker. Complimentary continental breakfast, wireless
internet and parking are all included, and pedal boat or kayak rentals are
available in-season.

HOWARD JOHNSON
HARBOURSIDE HOTEL NANAIMO
Adjacent to the beautiful Harbourside walkway in central Nanaimo, we offer both
comfort and convenience! Our property features 100% smoke-free guest rooms,
an on-site restaurant, fitness facilities, pet friendly accommodation, free highspeed internet, free parking and heated seasonal outdoor pool. Stroll along the
seawall and explore a vibrant waterfront with boutiques, restaurants and parkland.

250-758-1144
1-800-565-1144
www.innonlonglake.com

250-753-2241
1-800-663-7322
www.hojonanaimo.com

4700 N. Island Highway, Nanaimo

1 Terminal Avenue, Nanaimo, BC

RAMADA INN NANAIMO
Near the heart of downtown, and
minutes from the most popular
attractions, is Nanaimo’s new Ramada
Inn. Enjoy a complimentary breakfast
with your stay, free on-site parking, and
wireless high-speed internet.

250-716-2009 | 1-866-925-2009
www.ramada.com
315 Rosehill Street, Nanaimo

BEST WESTERN PLUS
DORCHESTER HOTEL

Conveniently located in the heart of downtown
overlooking the picturesque Nanaimo Harbour.
1-800-661-2449 | dorchesternanaimo.com
70 Church Street, Nanaimo, BC
Each Best Western® branded Hotel is independently owned and operated.

NANAIMO MUSEUM

Discover our permanent and feature exhibit galleries
and unique gift shop. Visit the award-winning coal mine
experience, and Nanaimo’s iconic Bastion.
250-753-1821 | nanaimomuseum.ca
100 Museum Way, Nanaimo, BC

www.TourismNanaimo.com
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Action-packed weekend getaways
and restorative weeks can fly by
without a dull moment here on the
central eastern coastline. Nanaimo,
the Island’s largest city, has evolved
into a lively cosmopolitan centre with
its smartly restored downtown and
walkable harbourfront. Not far north,
along the beach-lined Oceanside
Route, is the popular beachfront
town of Parksville and quiet, classy,

sweetly retiring Qualicum Beach.
Inland is raw nature, including
lakes, rivers, parks and a UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve that embraces
five distinct climatic zones between
sea-level gardens and alpine
meadows.
Days here typically start slowly
with lazabout mornings followed by
a therapeutic fresh-air hike by the

sea and then brunch or lunch at one
of numerous bistros, coffee shops
and diners. Then head out for active
exercise or gentle diversions. Crane
an awestruck neck at Cathedral
Grove’s old-growth giants in
MacMillan Provincial Park.
Descend deep underground while
spelunking at Horne Lake Caves.
Play multiple rounds of mini-golf
on Parksville’s delightful storybook
courses, then check out the ancient
amphibian bones at the Qualicum
Beach Museum.
Many visitors arrive in Nanaimo
via its ferry terminals, floatplane
services, new cruise ship terminal
and revitalized airport. Weekenders
enjoy booking a room and doing
leisurely walkabouts punctuated by
shopping, dining and shows. Great
hiking, cycling, kayaking, ziplines
and even a bungy jump are within
minutes of downtown. Explore the
Old City Quarter before catching a
passenger ferry to Protection Island

Warm Your Belly- After a full day
exploring, sometimes it’s nice to fill your
belly with hot gourmet deliciousness.

Find

You’ll find maps,
brochures, advice
and all the latest
info on what’s
happening in...

yourself

in...

Nanaimo

Nanaimo
Visitor Centre

2450 Northfield Road

off the Nanaimo Parkway (Hwy 19)

www.TourismNanaimo.com
Like Us • Follow Us!
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WOODGROVE CENTRE

COAST BASTION HOTEL

Vancouver Island’s largest shopping
centre! With over 140 stores and
services including Hudson’s Bay,
Walmart, Winners, Chapters, Save On
Foods, Old Navy, Toys ‘R’ Us and many
more, you’ll find everything you need.

1-800-663-1144 | coasthotels.com
11 Bastion Street, Nanaimo, BC

Overlooking Georgia Strait and the breathtaking waterfront,
convenient downtown location, minutes from championship
golf courses, sailing, diving, and the Port Theatre.

BEST WESTERN NORTHGATE INN
The best location to explore and discover Vancouver
Island, we are within walking distance to the Island’s
largest mall. Includes free continental breakfast and WiFi.
1-800-661-0061 | bestwesternnorthgate.com
6450 Metral Drive, Nanaimo

250-390-2721 | 1-888-923-8844
www.woodgrovecentre.com
6631 Island Highway North, Nanaimo, BC

Each Best Western® branded Hotel is independently owned and operated.

DINGHY DOCK PUB

250-753-2373
www.dinghydockpub.com
8 Pirates Lane, Protection Island, BC

This one-of-a-kind ﬂoating pub is both
family friendly and open Wednesday Sunday through the winter and open
7 days a week as of March 1st through
the summer. The friendly service,
great food, mini harbour cruise, and
amazing surroundings make this an
experience you don’t want to miss.
To see current promotions and events,
visit our website or keep in touch with
us on Facebook.

TRAVELODGE NANAIMO

Minutes from BC Ferries Departure Bay Ferry Terminal,
Downtown Nanaimo and Harbour Walkway. Newly
renovated rooms, free parking, WiFi & Breakfast.
1-800-667-0598 | travelodgenanaimo.com
96 Terminal Avenue, Nanaimo, BC
Each Travelodge branded hotel is independently owned and operated.

Tourism Nanaimo
Make the most of your visit to
Nanaimo! Stop in at our NEW Visitor
Centre for directions or suggestions.
250-751-1556 | Twitter: @tourismnanaimo 2450 Northfield Road, Nanaimo, BC

www.TourismNanaimo.com
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for a pint at Canada’s only floating
pub. Between May to September,
some locals like to time their first sip
with the roar of the noon-hour canon
fired from the 1852 Hudson Bay
Company Bastion fortress.
Those eager to shut out the world
head straight for Parksville’s checkin and chill-out nirvanas in search of
maximal rest, relaxation and stare-atthe-horizon peace. Further along the
coastal road to Qualicum Beach are
a series of charming inns and motels
not far above tideline. Elsewhere in
the region, stay in an RV park, camp
at Rathtrevor Beach and Englishman
River Falls, or try something a little
different by overnighting in a yurt,
teepee or pod-shaped tree house.

People Watching - Enjoy the music,
vibes and atmosphere at the Diana Krall
Plaza in Nanaimo.

Outdoor pursuits are close at hand
wherever you’re based. Milner
Gardens and Woodland is a highlight
of the Vancouver Island Garden Trail.
Scuba divers can explore artificial
reefs in Nanaimo’s harbour. Meet
locals and their canine companions

on beachside promenades. Golfers
select from 19 courses in the region
while their non-golfing partners opt
for whatever pleases them: shopping,
culinary tours, birdwatching and
kidtastic outings to parrot, butterfly,
wildlife and barnyard refuges.
Many simply curl up with a good
book and call it a holiday.

Nanaimo
Newcomers and travelers who’ve
not been here in awhile are equally
delighted at the remarkable urban
revival this historic city – the third
oldest in B.C. - has undergone
in the last decade. Get to know it
intimately on self-guided walking
tours through downtown streets
lined with heritage storefronts and
bars, art galleries, independent shops
and good restaurants. Stop in at the
museum to explore ancient Coast
Salish traditions and Nanaimo’s
more recent legacy as a coal-mining
boomtown. Stroll the Harbour
Walkway. Take in a show at the Port

R E CON N E C T
with nature •family • friends • colleagues

FOR EVERY PURPOSE, WE’RE THE PERFECT DESTINATION GETAWAY
THE ONLY THING MISSING IS YOU!

1155 Resor t Drive, Parksville, BC

1-800-663-7373 or 250-248-2072

TIGH-NA-MARA.COM
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Madrona Beach Resort

Fairwinds Community & Resort

Beach Acres Resort

1-800-663-7302
www.madrona-resort.com

1-866-468-5957
www.fairwinds.ca

1-800-663-7309
BeachAcresParksville.com

1145 Resort Drive, Parksville

3455 Fairwinds Drive, Nanoose Bay

#25 - 1051 Resort Drive, Parksville, BC

North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre

Ocean Sands Resort In Parksville

Sunrise Ridge Waterfront Resort

Nestled along the shores of spectacular Rathtrevor
Beach, our beautiful oceanfront accommodations have
all the comforts of home. Just steps to the sand, our
2 bedroom 2 bath townhouses have a full kitchen and
fireplace. Or enjoy the fabulous unobstructed Ocean
views from our Studio (full kitchen & ﬁreplace) and
1 Bedroom (kitchenette) Condos. Free WiFi, BBQ’s,
Tennis Court, and Children’s Playground.

The North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre with its
beautifully landscaped grounds and viewing of
Vancouver Island wildlife is truly a wildlife experience
for the whole family. Nestled in the foothills of Mount
Arrowsmith, NIWRC currently has bears, eagles, turkey
vultures, hawks, falcons and owls for you to view. Open
9 to 5 every day from March spring break
into December.

Fairwinds is an oceanfront golf community that offers
year-round golfing, boating, and hiking. Experience the
active west coast lifestyle at Fairwinds with spectacular
scenery, abundant wildlife, and homes that are built
into the landscape. Now selling four home sites located
around the corner from the Fairwinds Fitness Centre.

Situated on four acres of beautiful oceanfront property
overlooking Rathtrevor Beach with a heated outdoor
pool, hot tub and sauna. The resort consists of one
and two bedroom oceanfront condominium units with
fully equipped kitchens, gas fireplaces and balconies
with spectacular ocean and mountain views.

Sit back, relax and let the beach take over...
You and your family will feel at home in a two bedroom
cottage with full kitchen and fireplace. Stay in a cozy
oceanfront unit on sandy Rathtrevor Beach or a
private forest cottage tucked away on our property in
Parksville, just 20 minutes north of Nanaimo. The way
life was meant to be...
RESORT

Sunrise Ridge is situated on 10.2 beautiful acres on
the east coast of Vancouver Island, just steps away
from the sandy beaches Parksville is famous for!
For a luxurious getaway, stay in a one, two or three
bedroom vacation home with breathtaking views of
the surrounding landscape and rippling ocean waters.
Ask us how to get a free night!

250-248-8534
www.niwra.org

1-877-733-5969
www.oceansandsresort.ca

1-877-977-8669
www.sunriseridge.ca

1240 Lefﬂer Rd, Errington, BC

#21-1165 Resort Drive, Parksville, BC

1175 Resort Drive, Parksville, BC
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Awe-Inspiring - Many eateries in the area offer
the perfect back drop for any dining experience.

Cell: 250-228-6648
250-248-8189 | 1-888-808-8849
www.artbymonk.com

Ocean Trails Resort - YOUR ALL SEASON DESTINATION

Our family friendly resort located on the bluff above Rathtrevor Beach, offering all the comforts
of home in our bright, modern, one, two and three bedroom condominiums. Fully equipped
kitchens; cozy ﬁreplaces; with washers & dryers in every unit. Free Wi-Fi; direct dial phones
with free local calling; cable TV/DVD; beach access; outdoor hot tub; seasonal pool; children’s
playground; tennis; NEW BBQ RECREATION area and complimentary access to ﬁtness centre.

Comb the miles of sandy beach, spend the day golfing or curl up with a good book.

1-888-248-6212
www.ocean-trails.com
1135 Resort Drive, Parksville, BC
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#151A Morison Ave., Downtown Parksville, BC

Surfside
RV Resort

Highest rated RV resort
on Vancouver Island.
Located on the beach &
river estuary. Shopping
& restaurants close by.
Reservations recommended.
1-866-642-2001
250-248-9713 | www.surfside.bc.ca
200 North Corfield Street, Parksville, BC

attractions, including playgrounds,
a spray park, oceanfront boardwalk
and acres of kite-flying and sandcastleconstruction zones. The latter two
activities have their own annual summer
festivals that attract thousands. Foodies
with a nose for cheese and wine head
for award-winning Morningstar Farm.
Favourite water sports are backed
with full-service rental and instruction
options for kayakers, stand-up
paddleboarders and skimboarders.

Parksville

Errington,
Coombs and
Mount
Arrowsmith

All styles and ages of pleasure
seeker get their relaxed kicks in
one of Canada’s top beach holiday
destinations. Choose from a wide
variety of affordable, intermediate
and deluxe accommodations,
some with luxury spas, others with
kitchenette units within steps of the
sand. Seaside and forest camping
caters to families and those who
enjoy singing campfire songs under
the stars. Dine and shop in a town
centre directly across the road
from Parksville’s many waterside

Vancouver Island’s
Premier Adventure Golf!
Riptide Lagoon Adventure Park offers two 18 hole themed
courses and Laser Tag Bumper Cars. Play through
“Wandering Willie’s” snug little harbour, have
your picture taken with the “Catch of the Day”,
enjoy an ice cream on the patio. Bring
the whole family and experience mini golf
at its finest.

Central Island

Theatre. Picnic on nearby Newcastle
Island. Or participate in numerous
festivals – dragonboats, blues
music, pleasurecraft, food, wine and
the legendary Great International
World Championship Bathtub Race
included. South of town are the
agrarian joys of the Yellow Point
Trail. As for the city’s ultimate sweet
spot, find it on the Nanaimo Bar
Trail, a calorific tour of 28 bakeries,
cafés and bars offering creative
spins on the city’s namesake treat.

Inland within easy hailing distance of the
coastal communities is rural Errington
with its petting zoo, trail rides, wildlife
recovery centre and waterfall loop trails
at Englishman River Falls Provincial
Park. Further along Highway 4A is
delightfully eclectic Coombs, renowned
for its rooftop goats, butterfly and

Oceanside Village Resort

Steps from endless sandy beach, hiking trails, local
treasures & 6 nearby golf courses, this spectacular 15
acre community, boasts thoughtfully designed luxury
cottages. On site we offer Tranquil Moments Day Spa
& Salon, Flow Yoga, indoor pool, hot tub and exercise
facility with Riptide Lagoon Mini Golf next door. Long
term rentals & pets gladly accepted.

250-248-8290
riptidelagoon.com

1-877-248-8961
www.osvr.ca

1000 Resort Drive, Parksville, BC

1080 Resort Drive, Parksville, BC

Playtime!- Fun in the sun, sand and water
is the focus at the Parksville beaches.
2013 Photo Contest Finalist: Hillary Smith

Quality Foods Canadian Open
Sand Sculpting Competition and
Exhibition is a world-class event! Master

The

Sand Sculptors travel from all corners of the globe
to participate in our remarkable competition and
exhibition in Parksville, BC, Canada. Sculptors have
24 hours over three days to create their masterpieces
from just sand and water (and a lot of ingenuity!)
Competition July 12 – 13; Exhibition July 14 –
August 17, 2014.

250-951-2678
parksvillebeachfest.ca
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Towering Giants - Cathedral Grove is
home to some of the biggest trees you
will ever see.

parrot refuges, and a shopping strip
that will thrill those seeking curios
and good eats. Coombs Rodeo
Grounds features music festivals and
other events nearly every summer
weekend. Beyond here the road
winds through thick forest past Mount
Arrowsmith towards Port Alberni.
Swimmers and boaters splash about
in Cameron Lake. Towering Douglas
firs cast their ancient shadows along
Cathedral Grove’s famous trails
(some wheelchair accessible). And
campers flock to Horne Lake and
Little Qualicum Falls provincial parks.

Qualicum Beach
Peace, quiet and community life
reign in this pretty seaside village,
a repeat winner in the Canadawide Communities In Bloom
competition. Main streets are lined
with restaurants, hanging flower
baskets, unique independent retailers
and friendly townsfolk. A lively
cultural scene is based out of the
Old School House Arts Centre with
its performance space, educational
studios and year-round galleries.
Seawall walks, beachcombing and
rambles through an old-growth forest
not far from the town centre are on
40
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everyone’s daily to-do list. Birdwatchers
flock to the Brant Wildlife Festival each
spring and the songbirds cheerily greet
visitors to Milner Gardens, a stately
oceanside property rated as one of
Canada’s top public gardens.

Lighthouse
Country &
Fanny Bay
Those seeking even deeper measures
of peace and quiet head for a coastal
stretch north of Qualicum Beach named
for the offshore Sisters and Chrome
island lighthouses. Settle into a resort
or B&B in Qualicum Bay, Bowser and
Deep Bay. Walk miles of deserted
beaches. And enjoy a serenity broken
only by the bark of sea lions. The clamshaped, state-of-the-art Deep Bay
Marine Field Station welcomes visitors
curious about the region’s marine life
(some of which can be found in touch
tanks). Further along the Oceanside
Route facing Denman Island is Fanny
Bay, internationally known for its oysters
(which can be purchased in bulk or
sampled on the half-shell in a charming
roadhouse inn).

Get Far Away,
Nearby.

Discover yourself in Parksville.
Beachcomb. Golf. Go antiquing.
Explore. Relax in the hot tub.
Enjoy gourmet dining. Renew
your spirit in affordable luxury
with a 1, 2 or 3-day getaway.

1-800-663-4232  www.qualityresortparksville.com

Central Island

Sea Life - Take the Protection Island ferry
in Nanaimo’s Harbour for a great day of
water-gazing.

Stay

™

|

with
family

Stay with family at The Beach Club Resort and discover Vancouver Island.
With stunning Parksville Beach at your doorstep and exceptional views of nearby islands and distant mountains,
this is your destination for an incomparable Vancouver Island vacation experience. Our luxurious suites are
spacious, and well-appointed. Make The Beach Club Resort your home away from home for your family.

• World famous Parksville Beach & Boardwalk • Beachfront Indoor pool and hot tub
• Fitness centre • Stonewater Spa • Pacific Prime Steak and Chop Restaurant
• Meeting & event spaces

Call 1.888.760.2008 or visit BeachClubBC.com or bellstar.ca
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Milner Gardens & Woodland

There’s nowhere else quite like Milner - a beautiful
public retreat where a historic estate and wild garden
are buffered from the rest of the world by one of the
last remaining stands of old growth Coastal Douglas
Fir; a community oasis that rejuvenates the soul while
educating about and inspiring care for the natural
world. Enjoy a traditional English tea service where
Royals once visited.

Crown Mansion Boutique Hotel,
Villas and Butlers Restaurant

This historical and charming hotel backs onto the
Heritage Forest and overlooks Memorial Golf Course as
well as the ocean. A short stroll to the beach,shopping,
galleries and the museum. Quiet,elegantly appointed
rooms await you after an exquisite meal in our dining
room. Ambiance, service and relaxation at its best!

Horne Lake Caves Provincial Park
Discover another world UNDER Vancouver Island
• Mild to wild guided cave tours
• Geology hike, cave theatre and museum for non-cavers
• OPEN YEAR ROUND
2013 TripAdvisor Reviews: “coolest local attraction”
“unique experience!” “fun cave adventure with kids”
“great for the explorer in you”

250-752-6153
www.milnergardens.org

250-752-5776
www.crownmansion.com

250-248-7829
www.hornelake.com

2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach, BC

292 East Crescent Rd, Qualicum Beach, BC

3905 Horne Lake Caves Rd, Qualicum Beach, BC
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Qualicum Beach has been recognized
nationally as one of Canada’s best beaches.

Top Things
to See & Do

Take a stroll down charming
Commercial Street in Nanaimo,
voted the Best Street in Canada.
Cathedral Grove in MacMillan
Provincial Park provides easy
access to a hushed and ancient
old-growth forest.

Explore sandy shores and vast
tidal flats at Rathtrevor Beach
Provincial Park.
Watch the construction of granular
masterpieces at Parksville’s Canadian
Open Sand Sculpting Competition.
Visit Milner Gardens, voted one of
Canada’s Top 10 gardens.
See classic cars at the Father’s Day
Show & Shine in Qualicum Beach.

Visit Canada’s only ﬂoating pub and
restaurant on Protection Island.

Visit honey, herb and cranberry farms
on the Cedar Yellow Point Trail.

Take a leisurely hike to the Nanaimo
area’s amazing Ammonite Falls.

Bungy jump off a 150’ high bridge
over the Nanaimo River.

Stage mini-golf tournaments with
friends and family on Parksville’s
imaginative courses
see the full list of over 50 must-see &
 Tomust-do
things in the Central Island Region
visit www.VancouverIsland.Travel

PineRidge Farm
Enjoy large, fully serviced
spacious sites, right on the
farm. Centrally located in
a recreational hotspot 15
minutes north of Qualicum
Beach. A new RV park with
a great little farm market. Come and park it at the Pine!

Pheasant Glen
Golf Resort
Pheasant Glen meanders
through grassy meadows,
sparkling lakes and
west coast woodlands.
Experience exceptional golf,
service and natural beauty.

Deep Bay Marine Field Station
•Guided interpretive tours
•Self-guided tours
•Interactive displays
•Aquariums
•Touch tanks
Open 10am-4pm daily

Deep Bay Marine Field Station
Marine Aquariums, touch tanks and more!

250-619-8047 | www.pineridgefarm.ca

250-752-8786 | pheasantglen.com

250 740 6611 | www.viu.ca/deepbay

2715 Turnbull Rd. Qualicum Beach, BC

1025 Qualicum Road, Qualicum Beach, BC

370 Crome Pt Rd, Bowser, BC

Qualicum Beach Inn

Morningstar Farm

The Qualicum Beach Inn has
been beautifully restored,
with 32 ocean view rooms,
new restaurant and bar,
outdoor patio with fireplace,
conference room, pool, and
fitness centre.
Opening early in 2014.

Morningstar Farm is
the home of awardwinning Little Qualicum
Cheeseworks and
MooBerry Winery! Open
year-round daily 9am-5pm!

1-800-661-0199
2690 West Island Hwy, Qualicum Beach, BC

250-954-3931
www.morningstarfarm.ca
403 Lowry’s Rd, Parksville, BC

viu.ca/deepbay

Go Mobile
Find your way and save! Visit our mobile
website to download apps and get info on
hotels, restaurants, activities, deals, and more.

m.myPQB.ca

43

Central Island

Catch a “pickle boat” ferry from the
Nanaimo waterfront to Newcastle
Island, one of BC’s largest island
provincial parks.

Paciﬁc Rim

Paciﬁc Rim

Nice to meet you - Get up close and
personal with some of the oceans
inhabitants at the Ucluelet Aquarium.

Leave civilization behind, then find it again in surprising, inspiring, active-or-relaxed fashion on Canada’s far
left coast. Explore the deepwater ocean inlet and wild places of the Alberni Valley (the nation’s highest waterfall
included). Then navigate an exciting, twist-and-turn road that leads to the fabled surfing beaches and dense
coastal rainforest of the Pacific Rim National Park Reserve. Outdoorsy types with a yen for fresh air and sublime
creature comforts make the full trek from the Island’s east coast. Reel in a quota of salmon on charter sports
fishing outings. Take a train trip back in time to the heyday of the forestry industry. Kayak to islands, view
migrating whales and learn to ride the waves at a surf school. At the end of long, tuned in days in nature,
dream deep in acclaimed resorts, casual vacation lodgings or in a tent alongside river, lake or ocean.

Catch a Wave - Surf lessons are perfect
for the young and the young-at-heart.

Paciﬁc Rim

FACT > The Pacific Rim region stretches from Port Alberni,
a vibrant community situated at the tip of a long salwater inlet,
and extends southwest to the open ocean to encompass the
coastal villages of Bamfield, Ucluelet and Tofino.

Scan this mobile phone tag
for exciting special offers!
www.VancouverIsland.travel/specials

Paciﬁc Rim

International travellers and urban
escapees from Vancouver, Victoria
and Seattle can have it all here: the
trails, lakes and mountain bike routes
of the interior; waterways renowned
for their motherlode of salmon;
the ancient secrets and mysteries
of the coastal rainforest; and the
salty tang and seasonally changing
magnificence of the open Pacific.
The trip from the Central Island’s
eastern coastline leads first to Port
Alberni, a deepwater inland port
with a growing eco-tourism industry

rooted in its long history as a salmon
fishing capital. Shop, dine and learn
at the Maritime Discovery Centre
while lingering in this unpretentious
and friendly town’s Harbour
Quay area. Fishing, hiking, golf,
geocaching and mountain biking
are all within minutes of town.
The scenic Pacific Rim Highway
(Hwy #4) continues northwest on
twisting two-lane blacktop across
the Island’s central mountain range
to the Pacific coast. Not far past
Port Alberni, swim and picnic at

Discover

We brim with rare historical objects, folk art & archival photographs that
tell the story of our community. Learn about First Nations culture, early
settlement, our industrial & marine roots - then experience something
new with our popular temporary exhibits. 250-723-2181

Sproat Lake while marveling at the
world’s largest flying boats moored
just offshore (when they’ve not been
called into firefighting action). Learn
more about the Martin Mars flying
tankers at the visitor centre
on Cherry Creek Road.
Another 90 or so minutes of
Instagram-worthy drivetime takes
you to the Island’s remote west
coast (although the trip can take
much longer when pausing at
scenic viewpoints or for rock
climbing adventures). Take a left

Adventure

Ride into the past on our 1929 No. 7 steam locomotive. The clatter of
metal wheels & the steam whistle’s call serenade you on your journey
over trestles, past farms & forests, to the McLean Mill National
Historic Site. 250-723-2118

AlberniHeritage.com

Hang out on the pier, watch the bustle of a working port & compare
the harbour past and present. Learn about west coast lighthouses &
understand tsunamis - from the one that hit Port Alberni to current
science. 250-723-6164
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History comes to life at the McLean Family’s 1925 steam sawmill.
Experience the sounds & smells of lumber milled in the old way, explore
original buildings, see old equipment running again and hear tales of
the past. 250-723-1376

www.albernivalleytourism.com
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to Ucluelet (pronounced you-clue-let),
a “safe harbour” (in the First Nations
translation of the word) for boats
and visitors alike with its growing
array of restaurants, lodgings and
adventure guides. Veering right leads
to Pacific Rim National Park Reserve
and onward to the sandy beaches,
art galleries and locally owned
restaurants in lively Tofino. Tour the
botanical gardens, paddle over to
Meares Island (home to a remarkable
stand of old-growth cedar), try
yoga on the beach and master
a stand-up paddleboard.

Ride an authentic and historic steam train from
Port Alberni to the equally historic McLean Mill.

Alberni Valley!
Chances RimRock
So much more than a place to
relax and have fun. Come enjoy
slots, bingo and two unique dining
options while nestled under the
canopy of a Pacific Northwest
rainforest.

250-724-7625 | www.chancesrimrock.ca |
.
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Home
Hardware

Frances Barkley

Lady Rose Marine Services

Lady Rose Marine Services - Sechart

Cruise spectacular Barkley Sound on the Frances Barkley. Watch for
eagles, cormorants and other seabirds. There maybe sea lions or seals
insight or you may be lucky enough to see black bear or whales along
the way. There are year-round sailings to Bamfield, and June-September
sailings for Ucluelet and the Broken Group. You can also rent kayaks, book
a stay at our scenic Sechart Lodge in Barkley Sound, or make a reservation
for our convenient Sechart-based connector water taxi. Visit our website
for full schedule details.

Adjacent to the Broken Group Islands, our lodge offers
a relaxing retreat in a wilderness setting. Rent our
kayak or canoes to explore this fascinating marine
sanctuary. Water taxi services also available.

250-723-8313 (all year)
1-800-663-7192 (April - September)
www.ladyrosemarine.com
5425 Argyle Street, Port Alberni, BC

Lodge

250-723-8313 | www.ladyrosemarine.com
5425 Argyle Street, Port Alberni, BC

Riverside Motel
Air Conditioning / Wireless Internet
We are centrally located and close to all amenities.
There is a beautiful walkway along the river just around
the corner. Minutes from all attractions.

250-724-9916 | 1-800-636-9916
www.albernivalleyriversidemotel.com
5065 Roger Street, Port Alberni, BC
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Guess What I Saw? - Catch a glimpse of
a vintage lumber camp at the McLean Mill
National Historic Site.

On the far side of Mount Arrowsmith
from Cathedral Grove, Port Alberni
lies at the head of the rich salmon
fishing grounds of the Alberni Inlet.
Cultural and historical explorers
are in their element here thanks to
three fine attractions: the Alberni
Valley Museum, rated as one of the
best regional museums in BC; the
harbourside Maritime Discovery
Centre with its fascinating retelling
of the town’s 1964 encounter with
a tsunami; and the McLean Mill
National Historic Site, a vintage

Discover

lumber camp with working steamoperated sawmill accessible by
car or on a memorable half-hour
steam-train ride from downtown.
Hike or mountain bike the Log Train
Trail, one of 100 routes in the valley
(including a challenging trek by boat
and foot to Della Falls, the highest
waterfall in Canada).

Bamﬁeld
Travel by boat, logging road or
freight ferry from Port Alberni to
this tiny hamlet in a picturesque

Adventure

Summer events you just won’t want to miss!
Our Town Thunder in the Valley Port Alberni Salmon FesƟval Alberni District Fall Fair Port Alberni Toy Run
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Photo: Car – Darren Willis

Paciﬁc Rim

Port Alberni

Ucluelet
Ucluelet (or “Ukee” as the laidback
locals affectionately call it) is perched
on the tip of a peninsula southeast
of Pacific Rim National Park Reserve.
This snug refuge from the wind and
waves was valued for millennia by the
local First Nations and, beginning in
the 1870s, fur sealers. Long known
as the more relaxed and rustic
counterpart to Tofino, the town is
evolving into a resort and adventure
tourism destination in its own right.
Kayakers and boaters head for

Paciﬁc Rim

harbour on the edge of Barkley Sound
and the open Pacific. Best known as
the terminus of the West Coast Trail
hiking route, the village is home to
teachers, researchers and students
specializing in marine biology. A great
base for kayaking, canoeing and
diving excursions, Bamfield’s appeal
includes stores, restaurants, galleries,
accommodations and boardwalk
strolls. The annual Music by the
Sea festival in July attracts jazz
and classical music aficionados.

Pacific Rim National Park Reserve - No trip
to Vancouver Island is complete without a visit
to Long Beach in Pacific Rim National Park.
2013 Photo Contest Finalist: Rebecca Roberts

in the

Alberni Valley!

Some like it “cool”!
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Paciﬁc Rim

Like you imagined,
only better.
Jamie’s Whaling Station
& Adventure Centres
Connecting people with nature &
wildlife since 1982. Whale & bear
watching, tours to Hot Springs
Cove & Meares Island, kayaking,
cultural canoe tours & more.
Inquire about our accommodationadventure packages with Jamie’s
Rainforest Inn, & family specials!

Tofino: 1-800-667-9913
606 Campbell St, Tofino, BC

Ucluelet: 1-877-726-7444
168 Fraser Lane, Ucluelet, BC

www.jamies.com

Wickaninnish Inn

Jamie’s Rainforest Inn

Your oceanfront room, furnished with gas fireplace, personal balcony, soaker tub,
and a host of amenities, awaits you on Chesterman Beach.

Nestled on 4 acres of pristine old
growth rainforest, with trails to our
private waterfront bird sanctuary
on Tofino Inlet. Short drive to town
and only a 10-minute walk to
Chesterman Beach.

Complement your getaway with a signature treatment at Ancient Cedars Spa, and
savour Pacific Northwest cuisine and 240° ocean views at The Pointe Restaurant.

Welcome to rustic elegance on nature’s edge.

Restaurant and lounge serving
breakfast, lunch and dinner daily.

1-800-333-4604
wickinn.com

250-725-2323 | 1-855-433-2323
www.toﬁnorainforestinn.com

500 Osprey Lane, Tofino, BC
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1258 Pacific Rim Highway, Tofino, BC

tourismtofino.com

250.725.3414

1.888.720.3414

Long Beach Lodge Resort

Ocean Outfitters

Be as adventurous as you want…
take a surf lesson or a marine
wildlife tour with our Surf Club
Adventure Centre, or just sit back,
relax & enjoy the expansive ocean
views & inspired cuisine in the
iconic Great Room.

The nature lovers Gateway to
Adventure! We provide Hot Springs
Cove tours, whale and bear watching,
Meares Island taxi service and
custom charters. Our programs are
fun, educational and encourage
stewardship. Guaranteed sightings
from March to October. Experienced
and passionate local captains. Onsite
organic espresso bar and gallery.

10% OFF
with
this ad

Tofino’s Luxury Adventure Resort!

250.725.2442 | 1.877.844.7873
www.longbeachtoﬁno.com

250-725-2866 | 1-877-906-2326
oceanoutﬁtters.bc.ca

1441 Pacific Rim Highway, Tofino, BC

368 Main St, Toﬁno, BC

Tofino Tea Bar

Crystal Cove
Beach Resort

Offering a selection of artisan gifts, teawares,
snacks and delicious loose leaf tea bulk or
made to go.

Nestled among ancient cedars at
the edge of the Pacific Ocean, enjoy
genuine log cabins with spectacular
views and all the amenities. For those
who prefer to rough it in style, we also
offer sixty-nine well treed, private RV
sites only a short walk from the beach.

250-725-8833 | www.toﬁnoteabar.com
381 Main St, Toﬁno, BC

Live To Surf
The Original Toﬁno Surf Shop. Family Owned &
Operated for 30 Years. Sales Rental Lessons.
Fun for Everyone!

250-725-4213 | 1-877-725-4213
www.crystalcove.ca

250-725-4464 | www.livetosurf.com

1165 Cedarwood Place, Tofino, BC

facebook.com/TourismTofino

1180 Pacific Rim Hwy, Tofino BC

@tourism_tofino

tourismtofino
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Paciﬁc Rim

Believe Your Eyes - Discover Mother Nature
and all her natural wonders.

Paciﬁc Rim

the nearby Broken Group Islands,
kids go ga-ga over the Ucluelet
Aquarium’s marine life and
landlubbers feast on the catch
of the day.

Toﬁno
Rated as one of the top surf
towns in the world by National
Geographic, this charming, funky
and sophisticated coastal village
has A-list culinary establishments,
great accommodations (from

beachfront camping to sought-after
resorts) and easy access to prime
beaches and trails. Shop for local
and First Nations art. Enjoy repeat
soakings while learning to master
a SUP or surf board. And travel
by boat, zodiac or seaplane when
travelling to Hot Springs Cove for
toasty soaks in its rock pools and
waterfalls. Situated within Clayoquot
Sound and home to iconic (and
protected) temperate old-growth
forests, Tofino is part of BC’s first
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.

Paciﬁc Rim National Park Reserve
Get set for a classic West Coast
Canadian experience. Stroll perfect
stretches of white sand. Explore
dense coastal rainforest on winding
boardwalk trails. Marvel at the
abundance of marine life in intertidal
zones. And paddle out to one of
the world’s best-known kayaking
and wilderness camping spots.
It’s all part of a visit to Pacific Rim
National Park Reserve, which spans
three distinct sections along 130 km
of pristine terrain. Get oriented at

To the lover of wilderness,
Tofino is one of the true
wonders of the world.
The Whale Centre
We have been providing fun, safe,
Whale, Bear, and Hot Spring tours
for over 25 years! Experienced local
drivers, on site whale museum,
and the best rates. We are Tofino’s
Family Company!
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250-725-2132 | 1-888-474-2288
toﬁnowhalecentre.com | whales@island.net

• Toﬁno Fi
al
Whale Festiv
• Paciﬁc Rim

tourismtofino.com

441 Campbell St, Tofino, BC

BEST WESTERN
Tin Wis Resort
The BEST WESTERN Tin Wis Resort
offers 85 guest rooms, all with an
ocean view and convenient access
to pristine Mackenzie Beach. All
rooms are newly refurbished.
Discover the Spirit of the ‘new’ Tin
Wis Resort.

1-800-661-9995
tinwis.com
1119 Pacific Rim Highway, Tofino, BC

250.725.3414

1.888.720.3414

Each Best Western hotel is independently
owned and operated.

Paciﬁc Rim

Bring Your Camera - Even the most novice
photographer will capture amazing moments.

Remote Passages Marine Excursions
Quality Toﬁno tours since 1986
10% OFF
Whales | Bears | Hot Springs
Zodiac
Rainforest Hikes | Kayaking
Whale Watching
per couple with ad
March-October

250-725-3330 | remotepassages.com
1-800-666-9833 | 51 Wharf St, Toﬁno, BC

Clayoquot Ventures Tofino Fishing
Toﬁno’s Most Recommended Saltwater & Freshwater
Fishing Outfitter since 1996. Salmon, Halibut, Steelhead,
Trout. Private and Shared Charters. Professional Guides.
Full Service Tackle Shop. Online Reports and Specials.

1-888-534-7422 | www.toﬁnoﬁshing.com
561 Campbell St, Tofino, BC

Pacific Sands Beach Resort

BriMar Bed and Breakfast

Experience front row seats to nature’s greatest waterpark!

Located right onTofino’s sandy Chesterman Beach,
our large three bedroom home features spectacular
ocean views, ﬂat screen t.v.’s and a full hot breakfast
each morning. Call or book online.

• Tofino’s only deluxe all suite Oceanview and Beachfront resort
• Comfortable and fully equipped Suites and Beach Houses
• Unbeatable location on Cox Bay - our one mile beach

1-800-714-9373 | www.brimarbb.com

• Sobo Restaurant food to go & Espresso bar on site

1375 Thornberg Cres, Toﬁno, BC

• Top ranked hotel on Trip Advisor

WestCoast Wild Adventures

• Pet friendly, Romance friendly, Kid friendly...

A World Class Eco-Educational Adventure in Ha’uukmin
Tribal Park, Tla-o-qui-aht Traditional Territory.
Six Zip-lines thru Ancient Growth Rainforest and the
naturally sculptured Kennedy River Canyon.

250-725-3322
1-800-565-2322
pacificsands.com

1-877-9WC-WILD (992-9453)
wcwild.com | www.facebook/westcoastwild

1421 Pacific Rim Highway, Tofino, BC

facebook.com/TourismTofino

@tourism_tofino

tourismtofino
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Paciﬁc Rim

the park information centre by the
Tofino turnoff from Hwy #4. Then
head over to the new-look Kwisitis
Visitor Centre at the south end of
Wickaninnish Beach. Highlights
here include a replica of a First
Nations longhouse, marine mammal
exhibits, a loft sun room and a gift
shop within steps of the beach and
a viewpoint trail.
Accessible, postcard-scenic
Long Beach is named for its
stretch of dazzling white sand
(which includes Combers and
Wickaninnish beaches). Strike out
on your own along the beach. Learn
about the region’s ecosystem while
walking interpretive trails through
forest, over saltmarshes and out to
dramatic headlands. Or participate
in summertime Parks Canada nature
programs. Watch for the totem on
the Nuu-chah-nulth Trail leading to
Florencia Bay; it’s the first raised by
the Ucluelet First Nation in a century.
Every ocean kayaker’s bucket list
includes the Broken Group Islands
in Barkley Sound near Ucluelet.
This collection of more than 100
islands and islets is known for
its clear waters, shipwrecks and
abundant marine life (especially
starfish). Guided tours are
recommended.

The West Coast Trail, the Island’s
legendary 75km hiking route,
is also part of the Pacific Rim
National Park Reserve. Utilizing
ancient First Nations coastal trails,
it was formally established in 1906
as a lifesaving path for sailors
shipwrecked in treacherous coastal
waters between Bamfield and Port
Renfrew. Backpackers require five
to seven days one-way to complete
the challenging route. Open from
May 1 to the end of September,
reservations are required during
the mid-June to mid-September
peak season.

Top Things to
See & Do
Ride the Alberni Valley Railway
steam train.
Experience living history with a cast
of costumed characters at McLean
Mill, a 1920’s-era working steam
sawmill.

Ucluelet Aquarium is a family
must-visit with its touch tanks, kids’
summer programs and interactive
exhibits dedicated to marine
biodiversity.
Surf & SUP School > Hang ten with
the locals after professional lessons
on Tofino’s surf beaches.
Play footsie with the surf at Long
Beach and marvel at the massive
pieces of driftwood deposited during
storm season.
Hang with the marine sciences
crowd and sit in on public programs
at the Bamﬁeld Marine Sciences
Centre.
Storm Watching > Some rate the
wet, wild winters as the Pacific Rim’s
coziest and most exciting season.
Schedule visits for the Paciﬁc Rim
Whale Festival (welcoming back
migrating gray whales in March)
and Feast Toﬁno (a boat-to-table
seafood celebration in May).

Fishing > The Pacific Rim region
boasts some of the best fresh and
saltwater fishing.
Walk Ucluelet’s spectacular
Wild Paciﬁc Trail to Amphitrite
Lighthouse.

see the full list of over 45 must-see &
 Tomust-do
things in the Pacific Rim Region
visit www.VancouverIsland.Travel

Thar’s a storm brewin’ - Watch massive
waves, thundering surf, explosions of white
spray and thrashing rain, all driven by winds
that gust up to 100 knots from the warm
comfort of your beachside hotel room.
54
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Wild for wildlife - Explore the natural
habitats of nature’s rock stars.

Paciﬁc Rim

www.VancouverIsland.travel

55

Ucluelet, British Columbia

WYA POINT RESORT
wyapoint.com

relicsurfshop.com

bigbearsalmoncharters.com

oceankayaking.com

whiskeylanding.com

salmoneye.net
wyapointsurfshop.com

reefpointcottages.com

kwisitisfeasthouse.com

terracebeachresort.ca

Experience friendly Ucluelet, an unforgettable community nestled
into an ancient rainforest, and surrounded by the many moods of the
Pacific Ocean. Discover what makes “Life on the Edge” so spectacular.

blackrockresort.com

jamies.com

theadventuremaps.com

cruise into nature
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canadianprincess.com

Learn more at ucluelet.ca
Tourism Ucluelet
subtidaladventures.com

westcoastmotel.com

theblueroombistro.com

awesomeview.com

North Central

North
Central
Tour fertile valleys dotted with farmgates,
vineyards, bistros and markets. Track pods
of orcas as they swim past bucolic northern
Gulf Islands. Discover First Nations culture
and visit museums dedicated to regional
history, then embark on a dig for prehistoric
fossils. Enjoy exhilarating mountain biking,
alpine skiing, diving and whitewater
rafting. Line up putts on emerald green
championship golf courses. And get busy
with some of the best salmon fishing
in the world. Add it up and you’ve got
a taste of the many and various
getaway pleasures in Vancouver
Island’s North Central region.

 Get wet and experience an adventure
with exciting ocean charters.

Fish on! - Fighting a massive Tyee (a Spring
Salmon) is what most just dream of. In
Campbell River you can live the experience.

a lively town in its own right and an
excellent accommodations base for
exploring the natural riches of the
neighbouring ocean, rivers, lakes
and wilderness.
Offshore from the east coast is
a collection of hospitable, B&Bendowed islands where one can
de-stress and tune out the world.
Not far inland is Mount Washington,
a full-service ski resort with plenty of
summertime alpine appeal. Driving
and cycling tours circle through
the revitalized heritage town of
Cumberland (a mountain-biking
hotspot) and quaint Merville and
Black Creek.
The region is watched over by the
Golden Hinde, the highest point on
the Island (2,200 meters) in the heart
of Strathcona Provincial Park. This is
classic wilderness terrain complete
with pristine lakes, alpine meadows
and old-growth forest. Strike out for
adventure, or explore the park at a
comfortable pace with friends and
family at access points near Mount
Washington (Forbidden Plateau) or
southwest of Campbell River (Buttle
Lake). Young people can study

kayaking, rock climbing, backcountry
basics and leadership skills at
Canada’s original outdoor
education centre.
On the far western side of the North
Central region is the open Pacific
coastline. The highlight excursion
takes cultural explorers to Yuquot
(Friendly Cove), site of an ancient
First Nations summer village and
whaling centre. It was here in 1778
that Captain James Cook first met
the area’s indigenous inhabitants.
There’s few more exciting daytrips
for history buffs than booking
passage on the comfortable
freight boat from Gold River and
sailing via Nootka Sound to this
historic destination with its sentinel
lighthouse.
Reach the North Central Island via
the Comox Valley Airport or after an
hour’s drive north from Nanaimo’s
ferry terminals. Stop at the new
Vancouver Island Visitor Centre
near Cumberland for expert advice,
accommodation booking services,
museum-quality exhibits and kidfriendly interactive displays.

FACT > Campbell River was home to famed sport fisherman,
author and conservationist Roderick Haig-Brown.

Scan this mobile phone tag
for exciting special offers!
www.VancouverIsland.travel/specials

North Central

This band of varied terrain stretches
coast-to-coast across the Island’s
mountainous spine just above its
geographic waistline. On the easyaccess east coast are three cities
packed with character and creature
comforts. Courtenay and Comox sit
in close proximity on either side of
the Comox Harbour; both are known
for their boutiques, spas, cafés and
bistros serving fresh food sourced
from nearby farms in the valley
(named after a K’omoks First Nation
word meaning “land of plenty’).
Further north is Campbell River,

North Central

The Comox
Valley
Welcome to one of the West Coast’s
finest culinary, farm and aquaculture
foodie regions. Visit markets and
prowl the backroads for cheese,
oysters, bison sausages, wasabi,
garlic, chili peppers and, from the
Island’s largest fallow deer farm,
venison. As for seafood, fully 95
percent of BC’s annual shellfish
production is plucked from Baynes
Sound. Learn more by picking
up the Comox Valley Heritage
Experience self-guided tour package
at the Vancouver Island Visitor Centre.

Mount
Washington
Panoramic 360 degree views and
year-round sporting thrills can be
found just 45 minutes from the
coastline. The deepest natural
snowpack in Canada is alpine magic
for skiers and snowboarders barreling
down 81 runs. Snowshoe and crosscountry enthusiasts, meanwhile, can
trek across the groomed and forested
trails of Paradise Meadows. When
the white stuff vanishes, hikers and
sightseers bloom along with the
alpine flowers.

Courtenay
The valley’s cultural hub is
a modern, smartly planned city
featuring a walkable downtown
lined with boutique shops and slowfood restaurants, all within close
proximity of parks, bike paths and
hiking trails. Reinvigorate with a spa
treatment or yoga class. Browse the
contemporary and First Nations art
in galleries. And enjoy a variety of
lively arts and community festivals.
Be sure to book tickets early for the
Vancouver Island MusicFest, an A-list
roots music weekend in July that
sells out fast. With its full range of
accommodations, Courtenay is
a four-season base for exploring the
region. Embark on a guided hunt
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for riverside fossils after a visit to
the Courtenay & District Museum
& Palaeontology Centre, where
visitors bone up on the giant marine
reptiles that lived here once upon
a Cretaceous time. With 500 farms
and a vibrant shellfish industry in the
area, the fresh sheets at the city’s
splendid array of hip bistros and
formal restaurants are exactly that:
fresh as the morning’s harvest from
soil or sea.

Comox
Right next door to Courtenay, this
pretty seaside town features four
marinas, an oceanside boardwalk,
beaches, walking trails, golf courses
and rental companies supplying
bikes, kayaks and stand-up
paddleboards. Snap Facebookready photos at the Comox Marina,
where ship masts are framed by the
distant Comox Glacier and Beaufort
Mountain Range. Shuck and sigh
with culinary delight courtesy of local
chefs and dockside vendors. Stroll
the lovely grounds at Filberg Heritage
Lodge. And visit the aviation museum
at CFB Comox, home base for the
pilots of 19 Wing Comox (as well as
occasional visitors like the Snowbirds,
Canada’s aerobatic team of jet
pilots). Best starting point: The Town
of Comox Heritage Walk brochure
available online or from
the Visitor Centre.

Denman &
Hornby Islands
A short ferry ride from Bowser Bay
south of Courtenay leads first to
Denman Island, a low-key R&R
spot with its arts and literary festivals,
village bistros, B&Bs and peaceful
lakes, parks and oceanfront. From
that island’s south end, catch a
second ferry over to Hornby for ace
mountain biking on the slopes of
Mount Geoffrey and quality beach
time at idyllic Tribune Bay, one of
the West Coast’s favourite summer
destinations.

Cumberland
Coal mining and one of North
America’s largest Chinatowns put
this village on the map in the 19th
century. Now a dynamic new wave
of entrepreneurs, many of them keen
mountain biking enthusists, have
sparked a renaissance that finds the
town’s heritage main streets lined
with cool eateries, boutiques and
galleries. The lively music scene here
features local and touring acts on
a regular schedule.

Saratoga Beach,
Miracle Beach
and Oyster River
With plentiful resorts and
campgrounds, these three vacation
centres south of Campbell River are
popular family hotspots during the
summer holidays. Beach blankets
and picnic baskets are essential
accessories for long days by the
water. And when fingers turn pruney,
kids of all ages can indulge in
mini-golf, go-kart rides, horseback
outings and visits to the petting zoo.
Saturday night stock-car races,
firework displays and demolition
derbies rev-up the thrills.

Campbell River
Welcome to the region’s unofficial
“Outdoors HQ,” centrally located
in a natural wonderland famed for
its kayaking, hiking, caving, wildlife
viewing and, above all, sports fishing.
Anglers from the world over have
been reeling in all five species of
Pacific salmon here ever since author
Roderick Haig-Brown put the town on
the fishing map a century ago. Purists
join the Tyee Club and stand thigh
deep in fast-flowing rivers. Parents
and kids cast lines from Canada’s first
saltwater fishing pier. Some visitors
simply enjoy takeaway fish-and-chips
by the sea or dining on the catch of
the day in a cozy restaurant.

North Central

The gateway to Strathcona Provincial
Park and the mazy waterways of
the Discovery Islands, Campbell
River serves as a great base for
regional daytrips. The town itself
has its share of charms, including
the Maritime Heritage Centre (home
to a fishing boat that once adorned
the back of Canada’s $5 bill), the
Museum at Campbell River (with its
remarkable First Nations collection),
and the Rotary Seawalk (a seaside
promenade nominated as one of
the “Great Places in Canada” by
the Canadian Institute of Planners).

Quadra Island
The first stop in the Discovery Island
chain is a 12-minute ferry ride from
Campbell River. View potlatch
treasures in the Nuyumbalees Cultural
Centre. Relax in lodges, B&Bs and
picturesque campgrounds. Canoe the
half dozen bodies of water in Main

Whether you slide on one plank or two,
you’ll love the views from the top of
Mount Washington.

www.VancouverIsland.travel
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StayComoxValley.com

Stay in Comox Valley and give
your lips, taste buds, and outdoor
adventurous spirit a workout.
Grab your bags, book a room and
enjoy the memory-making.

head after
A place to lay your
y
an adventure filled da
Old House Village
Hotel and Spa
oldhousevillage.com
Holiday Inn
Express and Suites
ihg.com
Crown Isle Resort
and Golf Community
crownisle.com
Courtenay Travelodge
travelodge.com

1.855.400.2882
Fly Direct into the
Comox Valley Airport

North Central

Lakes Provincial Park. And get close
to the incredibly swift tidal currents
that power through bottlenecks like
Surge Narrows. Hikers, mountain
bikers and scuba divers (who can
explore an artificial reef) are especially
well served.

Cortes Island
Placid lakes, rugged gorges and
white-sand beaches alive with
shellfish make this tranquil refuge
(reached by ferry from Quadra Island)
a magnet for urban escapees.
Visit the co-op gallery in Squirrel
Bay, hang out in the cafés and let the
stress melt away. Cortes also draws
steady visitor traffic to a renowned
retreat center specializing in personal
growth and wellness programs.
Crystal Clear - Landslide Lake in Strathcona Park
makes for a spectacular day hike destination.
2013 Photo Contest Submission: Matt Newfield
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Gold River
Enjoy the breathtaking drive past
Campbell Lake and through the
northern tip of Strathcona Provincial
Park when heading for this departure
point to further outdoor adventure –
ocean kayaking, hiking, rock climbing,
fly fishing and caving included. Once
here, fly by seaplane or book passage
on a freighter to historic Yuquot
(Friendly Cove), a magical spot facing
the open Pacific where in 1778 the
region’s indigenous people first met
European explorers.

Tahsis
The Tree to Sea Drive, a wellmaintained gravel road west of
Gold River, leads to this quaint
Nootka Sound harbour village
sweetly wrapped in West Coast
beauty. Ecotourists seeking a refuge
from more accessible (read: crowded)
spots make the trek for ocean
kayaking, coastal rainforest hiking
and big-wave surfing.

North Central

Experience the culture and history of
Vancouver Island’s Aboriginal people.

WE’LL GET YOU

CLOSER.
Whether you’re looking for a close encounter with a killer whale, a wrestling match with a 30 pound
salmon or a romantic tumble with the one you love… we can get you closer to the adventure than
any other resort on Vancouver Island. Spectacular ocean front properties, top-notch gear and over
50 years experience at getting people closer… to whatever their heart desires.

CALL 1-800-663-7090 www.obmg.com

www.VancouverIsland.travel
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Whale Watching & grizzly Bear excursions
North Central

Top Things to
See & Do
Downtown Courtenay walkabouts
> Boutique shops, restaurants, green
and pleasant streetscapes, and smiles
aplenty from the locals.
Catch a show at the Sid Williams
Theatre in Courtenay, tour local
art galleries, and enjoy the fun at
Winterfest and the Snow to Surf
team rally.
Blaze Mount Washington’s slopes
in the winter or take a mile-high
summertime chairlift ride.

rated “excellent”

Dig up the past at riverside sites after
exploring the Courtenay & District
Museum and Paleontology Centre.
contact us for group tours & custom charters

Wi r

sprech

en Deutsc
h!

1–866–501–ORCA (6722)

adventurewhalewatching.com
campbell river across from fisherman’s Wharf

Get away to the
other west coast…

Hike, climb, kayak or canoe in
Strathcona Provincial Park.
Dine on fish-and-chips while watching
anglers cast lines from Campbell
River’s Discovery Pier.
Get the big-picture perspective
on thrilling ﬂightseeing tours from
Campbell River or when catching a
ride on the Desolation Sound mail run.
Chill at Hornby Island’s Tribune Bay,
an endless-summer hotspot widely
known as “Little Hawaii”.
Fish are biting year-round, and the
takeaways range from river steelhead
to five varieties of Pacific salmon.
Discover ancient petroglyphs on
the beach at Quadra Island’s
Cape Mudge.

Nootka Sound’s
Finest Fishing & Outdoor Adventure Resorts

Lovingly groomed mountain-bike
trails suitable for all skill levels draw
enthusiasts to Cumberland, Campbell
River and Hornby Island.
Visit the Quinsam Salmon Hatchery,
where you can learn all about the life
cycle of salmon, and tour shellfish and
salmon farms.

see the full list of over 60 must-see &
 Tomust-do
things in the North Central Island

NootkaMarineAdventures.com

| 1-877-337-5464

Region visit www.VancouverIsland.Travel

North Central
Welcome

Adventure! - All levels of mountain explorers
will love the many areas available in the North
Central region that provide endless opportunity
for excitement.

Campbell River & Region
Brown’s Bay Resort

Full Service Marina, Cabins and Ripple Rock RV Park
Fishing • Wildlife Viewing • Oceanfront RV Park/Cabins • Hot Tub • Restaurant
2 Boat Launches • Fuel/Tackle. Located 12 miles (19.3 km) north of Campbell River

Marina: 250-286-3135 • RV Park & Accommodation: 250-287-7108
www.brownsbayresort.com | 15021 Brown’s Bay Rd, Campbell River, BC

Get West Adventure Cruises

Nootka sound

Cruise Vancouver Island’s “Wild West” coast aboard the MV Uchuck III. This historic
passenger and freight vessel provides day trips through historic Nootka Sound and
overnight trips to Kyuquot Sound. Remote kayak wet launches available en route.

T: 250-283-2515 • TF: 1-877-824-8253
www.getwest.ca | P.O. Box 57, Gold River, BC V0P 1G0

Salmon Point RV Resort

RV Park & Marina

A vacationing experience for the whole family just minutes from either Campbell River
or Courtenay, BC. Salmon Point RV Resort is your gateway to everything that makes
Vancouver Island the ultimate destination if you love the outdoors.

T: 250-923-6605 • TF: 1-866-246-6605
www.salmonpoint.com | 2176 Salmon Point Rd, Campbell River, BC

Steep Island Lodge
The heart of Discovery Passage, Steep Island is your gateway to limitless outdoor adventure.
Natural surroundings, beautiful accommodations, fine dining, friendly service all await you.
Local pro-fishing, touring and kayaking guides offer the best quality adventure.

T: 250-830-8179
www.steepisland.com | Steep Island, Campbell River, BC

CAMPBELL RIVER • QUADRA ISLAND • CORTES ISLAND • SAYWARD
GOLD RIVER • OYSTER RIVER/STRATHCONA • TAHSIS • ZEBALLOS • KYUQUOT

www.campbellriver.travel
1-877-286-5705
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North Island

North Island
The remote North Island is a step further beyond for travellers
seeking a go-anywhere license to roam the West Coast
wilderness. That step proves to be a remarkably easy one
thanks to a modern highway system that zips drivers from
Nanaimo’s ferry terminals to the region’s heartland in four hours.
Beginning just past Campbell River, the area extends north to
the Island’s windswept tip at Cape Scott, west to the jagged
Pacific coast and east across whale-rich waters to include
the Great Bear Rainforest and sections of the BC mainland.
Peaceful, lightly populated and famously scenic, the North
Island is about as far away from it all as one can get within
a day’s travel of Victoria, Vancouver and Seattle.

FACT > The North Island region is widely regarded as one of the last frontiers of pristine
wilderness. A nature lover’s dream come true.

Grrr - For a once-in-a-lifetime bucket list
experience, join an adventure with a local
guide in search of grizzly bears.

North Island


Look up! - Celebrate our region’s cultural
diversity with a visit to Alert Bay, home to
the world’s tallest totem pole.

Scan this mobile phone tag
for exciting special offers!
www.VancouverIsland.travel/specials

North Island

Explore the region as a back-country
adventurer or roadtrip explorer.
Set cameras to continuous mode
and snap action sequences of
leaping orcas and mammoth grizzly
bears. Paddle across serene lakes
before camping under a star-dusted
Milky Way. Or linger in a welcoming
community for oceanfront dining,
shopping, boardwalk strolls and
community festivals. Expect
to travel home with the definitive
local treat: fresh, frozen, smoked
and/or deliciously candied salmon.
First Nations peoples have resided
here at least 8,000 years (according
to the oldest archeological finds
at Port Hardy’s Bear Cove). The
traditions of the Kwakwka’wakw
live on in Alert Bay, home to dance
troupes, the world’s tallest totem
pole and the U’mista Cultural
Centre’s potlatch treasures.
First Nation guides lead ocean
rapids tours from Port Hardy and the
master carvers of nearby Fort Rupert
showcase their skills in studios open
to the public.

Escape into

Accommodations, shops, galleries,
restaurants and museums
documenting pioneer life make
Port McNeill and Port Hardy the
prime bases for visitors. Along with
Telegraph Cove, these relaxed,
come-as-you-are centres have
birthed a blooming North Island
eco-tourism industry. Scuba divers,
kayakers, wildlife enthusiasts and
sports fisherman are particularly well
served by guides, tour operators and
suppliers here.

its plentiful boltholes and eerie rock
formations. Scuba divers explore
the rainbow coalition of cold-water
marine life at favourite beauty spots
like Quatsino Narrows and God’s
Pocket Marine Provincial Park.
Pleasure boaters and kayakers edge
along the eastern shoreline or strike
out for the west coast along deep
inlets and fjords. There’s no end of
adventure here at Vancouver Island’s
last frontier.

Whales and bears top everyone’s
wish list for close encounters. Group
outings in comfortable cabin cruisers
depart in search of orcas, humpback
whales, porpoises, Steller sea lions,
Minke whales and harbour seals.
The May to October season is also
primetime for nautical trips to the
mainland’s grizzly bear habitats.

Sayward

Take an hour-long walk to San Josef
Bay’s deserted beaches or embark
on an epic, multi-night trek along the
North Coast Trail. Duck underground
in a region beloved by cavers for

First stop on the scenic highway
north of Campbell River, Sayward
sits pretty on the forested edge of
the Johnstone Strait. Get provisions
in the village and enjoy a meal.
Stroll amidst the giant Douglas firs
at White River Park (as stunning in
its way as Cathedral Grove further
south) or discover calves of steel
when ascending the mile-high
H’kusam Klimb. Birdwatchers flock
to the Salmon River Wildlife Reserve.

nature.

Kingfisher Wilderness
Adventures

Quatse River Regional
Park and Campground

Sea kayak with whales. Our tours are designed
to responsibly view orcas, humpback whales,
porpoises, sea lions, seals, and so much more.
We offer small group excursions and no
experience is necessary for most tours.
Family friendly departures available.

62 RV and tent camping sites. Private, riverside,
mature forest setting. Free showers, sani-dump
and WiFi. Coin laundry available on-site.
Wheelchair accessible. Pet friendly.
All proceeds from campground fund salmon
conservation on Northern Vancouver Island.
Come as guests... Leave as friends.

Port McNeill, BC
P: 1-866-546-4347 • 250-956-4617
www.kingfisher.ca

Port Hardy, BC
P: 1-866-949-2395 • 250-949-2395
www.quatsecampground.com

Great Bear Nature Tours
Journey with us to the heart of the Great Bear
Rainforest to view and photograph grizzly
bears. With our charming floating lodge as
your base, you will venture into the surrounding
valley with our experienced wildlife biologists.
Maximum 16 guests.

Port Hardy, BC
P: 1-888-221-8212 • 250-949-9496
www.greatbeartours.com

www.vancouverislandnorth.ca
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Mount Cain is a charmingly oldschool, t-bar serviced ski hill with
great powder and none of the crowds
common at most alpine resorts.
Find it in the heart of the Nimpkish
Valley not far from the highway
near Woss, terminus of the longest
working logging railway in North
America. Summer hikers march
across alpine meadows. Blustery
Nimpkish Lake attracts windsurfers
and kiteboarders. And paddlers
joyride around aptly named Schoen
(German for “beautiful”) Lake.

Zeballos

Telegraph Cove
Named for a coastal telegraph station
built a century ago, this renowned
whale watching outpost retains its
original character as one of the West
Coast’s last remaining boardwalk
communities. Guided kayak, wildlife
and grizzy bear tours depart regularly
during the May to October season.
No guarantees, but Johnstone Strait
is known as one of the most surefire
places in the world to see orcas in
the wild. Stay in cabins, condos,
campgrounds and RV parks. Hire a
pro for sports fishing expeditions.
Or moor pleasure craft in full-service
marinas. Cafés, a restaurant, pub
and the must-see Whale Interpretive
Centre are part of the experience.

Spelunkers can explore a half-dozen of
the longest, deepest karst (limestone) caves
in Canada plus their pick of hundreds of
subterranean alternatives at Little Huson Caves.

Photo: Boomer Jerritt

Active gold-rush territory circa the
Second World War, this deep-sea port
on the inland Pacific coastline is now
known for its hiking, rock climbing,
caving and diving.

It’s an engaging stop before or
after charter fishing and kayaking
expeditions to Kyuquot Sound, the
Brooks Peninsula and Nootka Sound.

North Island

Woss and the
Nimpkish Valley

Oceanview Cabins
“Best Place to Stay in the Bay”

Explore Historic Alert Bay
Kitchenettes | Two Bedrooms | Satellite TV
High Speed WiFi | Kayak Rental | Kayak
Support | Fishing & Hiking | Sight Seeing
Cruies | Overnight & Day Chargers | Potlatch,
Corporate & Long Stay Discounts | Transport
Canada Approved

Alert Bay, BC
P: 1-877-974-5457
www.oceanviewcabins.ca

Port Hardy Visitor Centre
& Tourism Port Hardy
Live the adventure on the North Island!
Quality wilderness adventures, fishing,
kayaking, diving, hiking, and so much more!
For FREE reservation services
and Visitor Guide contact:

7250 Market St, Port Hardy, BC
TF: 1-866-427-3901
porthardy.travel • ph-chamber.bc.ca
E: phcc@cablerocket.com

www.facebook.com/vancouverislandnorth.ca

Nakwakto Rapids Tours
White water like nowhere else on Earth!
Guided by storytellers and a seasoned
skipper, visit fascinating traditional waters
and listen to ancient tales on a native
cultural tour in rugged and beautiful coastal
wilderness.

Seagate Wharf, Port Hardy, BC
P: 250-230-3574
nakwaktorapidstours.com

www.twitter.com/vinorthtourism
www.VancouverIsland.travel
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Port McNeill
North Island

Kayakers, scuba divers and
boaters destined for the Broughton
Archipelago depart from this
unpretentious centre of the North
Island’s forestry industry, as do BC
Ferries passengers bound for historic
Sointula and Alert Bay. Enjoy the
town’s busy harbour life while walking
the seawall after a hearty meal. Book
fishing charters and whale watching
expeditions. And time a visit during a
summer festival season that includes
a logger sports competition in early
July and Orcafest in August.

Alert Bay
This harbourside community on
Cormorant Island, a 45-minute
ferry ride from Port McNeill, was
the traditional summer village home
for the ‘Namgis First Nation before
European settlers arrived in the 1860s
to establish a salmon saltery and
regional trading centre. Today the
‘Namgis people – artists, storytellers,
dance troupes and everyday folk

Escape into

Sailcone’s
Grizzly Bear Lodge

alike – welcome visitors to respectfully
explore backyard treasures like the
Big House, the world’s tallest totem
pole and the U’mista Cultural Centre
with its priceless masks and potlatch
regalia. Walk the oceanfront boardwalk
past hotels, B&Bs, galleries, gift shops
and comfort-food cafes.

Sointula
Finnish immigrants established
this charmingly rustic harbour town
on Malcolm Island in the late 19th
century. Their vision of a utopian
community failed yet the island is
clearly “paradise found” for the small
resident population. Get here by a
25-minute ferry ride from Port McNeill.
Dine casually in the village and shop
at B.C.’s oldest cooperative store
before exploring the island by car or
bike. One highlight: The Beautiful Bay
Trail and its viewing platform above
a rocky beach that orcas use as a
natural bellyscratcher.

Port Alice
Facing Neroutsos Inlet, this custombuilt mountainside town is a handy
starting point for Pacific-side boating,
fishing, kayaking, and diving. Mountain
bikers ride local trails year round,
reaching peak condition in June for
the Rumble Fest festival. More leisurely
visitors walk the pretty seawall,
shoot nine holes of golf and pause
for a restaurant meal. Remote Side
Bay, Gooding Cove and the Brooks
Peninsula are accessible from here
by boat or logging road.

Port Hardy
The North Island’s largest community
(4,000 residents) welcomes visitors
year-round as host port for BC Ferries
sailings to northern B.C. (a trip hailed
as one of the world’s great ferry rides
by Travel + Leisure magazine).
A great base for regional daytrips, the
lively town also boasts an appealing
variety of restaurants, green spaces,
hiking trails and shopping (art, crafts,
smoked salmon). Nearby are family

nature.

Quarterdeck Inn &
Marina Resort

Sailcone’s Grizzly Bear Lodge offers
premier Grizzly Bear and Whale tours,
located in Knight Inlet British Columbia.
Gourmet meals, transportation and
accommodation for up to 8 guests.

Let us package your experience of a Lifetime!

Knight Inlet, BC
P: 1-877-764-4286 • 250-334-8858
grizzly-bear-watching.com

6555 Hardy Bay Rd, Port Hardy, BC
P: 1-877-902-0459
www.QuarterdeckResort.net

Sport ﬁshing • Deluxe facilities
40 oceanview rooms• Full service marina
Shower & laundry • Complete marine store
Pub & restaurant • Liquor Store

Sea Wolf Adventures
Sea Wolf Adventures invites visitors to experience
authentic aboriginal culture first hand.
Experience the beauty of Kwakwaka’wakw
Kwakw
First
Nation History with traditionally trained guides.
First Nation interpretive kayak transport and
Water Taxi into the Broughton Archipelago and
surrounding areas.

Telegraph Cove, BC
P: 250-902-WOLF (9653)
www.seawolfadventures.ca

www.vancouverislandnorth.ca
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Coal Harbour/
Quatsino
A short drive from Port Hardy, Coal
Harbour gives maritimers access to
Quatsino Sound, a deep saltwater
inlet leading out to the open Pacific.
A former air force base and whaling
centre, the town is now a quiet refuge
for charter fishermen, artists and
nature lovers. Once a journey by boat
or kayak is underway, a favourite first
stop is the hamlet of Quatsino with
its museum, store and fishing lodges.

Holberg

Winter Harbour
The gravel road from Holberg winds
on to this rustic fishing village at the
Pacific edge of Quatsino Sound.
The sheltered harbour features stilt
homes, fishing boats, a boardwalk
and Kwaksistah Regional Park’s
thunderbird totem pole.

Offshore Islands
Rocky forested islands and islets
dot the Broughton Archipelago and
the Johnstone and Queen Charlotte
straits. Echo Bay on Gilford Island
welcomes boaters and kayakers with
its marina, gallery, artist studio and
museum. Island-hopping here invites
meditative contemplation of a dramatic
yet peaceful seascape, its serenity

Your R & R Doorstep- Wake up to this while
camping at San Josef Bay in Cape Scott
Provincial Park.
2013 Photo Contest Submission: Jon Faulknor

Photo: Boomer Jerritt

A gravel logging road from Port Hardy
leads past the sneaker-bedecked
“shoe tree” to Holberg, last stop
before Cape Scott Provincial Park and
the North Coast Trail. First settled by

Danes, the village was once the site
of the world’s largest floating logging
camp. While here visit Ronning’s
Garden, a century-old homestead
planted with exotic flora (monkey
puzzle trees included).

North Island

picnic grounds at Storey’s Beach
as well as historic Fort Rupert with
its internationally renowned First
Nations’ artists.

www.facebook.com/vancouverislandnorth.ca
www.twitter.com/vinorthtourism
www.VancouverIsland.travel
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North Island

 Amazing views at San Josef Bay in
Cape Scott Provincial Park.

2013 Photo Contest Submission:
Kayla Kerrone

broken only by whales, cavorting
seals and the wake of passing cruise
ships. Boats and floatplanes take
long-stay visitors to wilderness
lodges renowned for their hospitality,
gourmet meals and ready access to
nature at its grizzly best.

Top Things to
See & Do
Mount Cain > One of the nation’s
best community ski hills (says Ski
Canada Magazine) is open December
to April.
Take guided sea kayaking tours
through coastal waters and picnic
on white-shell beaches.
Lonely Planet voted whale watching
from a kayak in Johnstone Strait
#2 on its top-10 list of “amazing
adventures” in Canada.
Telegraph Cove’s Whale Interpretive
Centre delivers nose-to-tail education
about the region’s remarkable marine
mammals.
Alert Bay is home to the world’s
tallest totem pole, an internationally
renowned First Nation cultural centre
and many gifted artists.

Grizzly Bears of Knight Inlet
Departing Daily
From telegraph Cove, BC
Call Toll Free: 1-866-279-5060
(North America)
Phone: 250-339-5320
Fax: 250-339-6294
Website: www.grizzlycanada.com
Email: tiderip@telus.net

30' Covered Vessel with Washroom
Mothership Adventures Inc.
Luxury Coastal
Adventures

Port Hardy’s Quatse Salmon
Stewardship Centre features
interactive exhibits, children’s
programs and hatchery tours.
see the full list of over 45 must-see &
 Tomust-do
things in the North Island Region
visit www.VancouverIsland.Travel
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Sea Kayaking & Specialty Cruises
Aboard Historic MV Columbia III
Spectacular wildlife viewing ~ Pristine wilderness
Certified guides ~ Hot showers ~ Gourmet food
www.mothershipadventures.com ~1-888-833-8887

Whoosh! - Windsurfing on Nimpkish Lake

www.VancouverIsland.travel
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Transportation

Transportation
The ﬁrst step
is a memorable
part of the
adventure…
Enjoy the famously scenic ride however
you travel to Canada’s favourite island
(confirmed again in 2013 by readers
of Condé Nast Traveler). A first-class
transportation grid makes trips here
fast, convenient and economical. Sail
with your vehicle, on a tour bus or as
a foot passenger via full-service ferry
systems operating from the British
Columbia mainland and Washington
state. Fly by commercial airliner
either direct or on a connecting flight
from Vancouver and Seattle into our
international and regional airports.
Or make the puddle jump in memorable
style aboard a floatplane soaring across
the Salish Sea and Puget Sound.
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Getting Here
& There
For information on travelling
to and throughout the Vancouver
Island region, please visit
www.VancouverIsland.travel
or drop into one of the Island’s
25 Visitor Centres.
Ferry service within British Columbia.
BC Ferries provides vehicle and passenger
ferry service between Vancouver (Tsawwassen
and Horseshoe Bay, south and north of the city
respectively) and Vancouver Island (Swartz Bay
near Victoria and the Nanaimo terminals at Duke
Point and Departure Bay). One of the largest
ferry operators in the world, transporting nearly
20 million passenger in 2012/13, BC Ferries
also provides year-round connections between
various Island communities and the Gulf Islands,
the Sunshine Coast, Haida Gwaii, and mainland
northern BC. Other routes sail from Comox to
Powell River on the mainland, and between the
Island and the northern Gulf Islands (Denman,
Hornby, Quadra and Cortes). Vessels can
accommodate cars, RVs, trucks, buses, and
bikes. On-board services on the Vancouver
runs to Victoria and Nanaimo include cafeterias,
buffet dining, gift shops and exclusive lounges.
BC Ferries has a fleet of 35 vessels serving
25 routes and 47 terminals.

A driving adventure - Driving on Vancouver
Island is part of the experience where ‘Are we
there yet?’ gets replaced with ‘Wow!’

By air
Major airlines utilize Victoria International
Airport (YYJ), Nanaimo Airport (YCD), Comox
Valley Airport (YQQ), Campbell River Airport
(YBL) and Port Hardy Airport (YZT). Harbourto-harbour floatplane and helicopter services
are also available to these towns as well as the
Island’s west coast. Chartered and scheduled
flights can be booked to smaller islands
and communities in the region. Flightseeing
expeditions are also on the Island’s aerial
adventure menu.
By motorcoach
Motorcoach services carry passengers
smoothly and comfortably from downtown
Vancouver to Victoria and Nanaimo via BC
Ferries. Inter-city and local bus services
are available throughout the Island. Other
motorcoach options range from group charters
to sightseeing and activity tours. Seasonal
services include weekend and holiday ski buses

to Mount Washington from Courtenay and to
Mount Cain from Port Hardy and other North
Island centres. Shuttle buses take backpackers
to the trailheads for the West Coast Trail, Juan
de Fuca Marine Trail, Cape Scott Trail and North
Coast Trail.

Island Route extends from Campbell River to
Port Hardy along a smooth fast track lined
with lakes, dense forest and mountain vistas.
Another sweet detour: Along the east coast of
the Cowichan Valley between Cobble Hill and
Ladysmith.

By cruise ship
Some 225 cruise ships dock annually at Ogden
Point in Victoria, allowing passengers to
disembark for excursions, shopping, museum
visits and walking tours in BC’s capital.
Nanaimo’s new cruise ship facility also invites
visitors to step direct to shore (rather than via a
launch) for daytrips around the Harbour City.

Directional signage helps drivers locate featured
tourist, heritage, agritourism and ecological
attractions.

By automobile
Roadtrips here, there and anywhere are a
favourite way to explore Vancouver Island.
Bring your own vehicle via BC Ferries. Rent
cars at airports and in urban centres. Or prebook an RV or camper van for pick up upon
your arrival. The Island’s modern, fully paved
highway system stretches from Swartz Bay
and Victoria in the south to Port Hardy in the
far north along the eastern coastline; it also
cuts across the Island’s midsection out to Port
Alberni, Tofino and Ucluelet.
Follow the major, multi-lane routes or head
off the beaten path. The Oceanside Route
(Hwy 19A) follows the picturesque coastline
from Parksville to Campbell River. The North

The blue-and-white signs featuring
an “A” indicate a nearby artisan studio that
welcomes visitors. Agritourism signs showcase
attractions, such as farms, which are open for
tours and visits. The white-and-burgundy wine
route signs invite visits to local vineyards.
Three major, multi-day circle driving routes
include the Vancouver Island region and allow
visitors to systematically take in major stops
and attractions along the way:
- The Pacific Marine Circle Route traces the
coastline from Victoria through Sooke and
Port Renfrew, then turns east past Avatar
Grove (supersize old-growth giants) and along
former forestry roads (now paved) out to Lake
Cowichan and onwards to the Cowichan Valley.
From here the road winds back to Victoria.
Do the 255km trip in a long day or linger over
a multi-day itinerary.

Serenity is closer than you think.
We offer friendly, personalized service and daily
direct flights to and from Calgary, Edmonton and
Vancouver with endless possibilities beyond.
Leave your worries at home.
www.comoxairport.com
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Transportation

Ferry service from Washington State
Black Ball Ferry Line’s MV Coho delivers
cars and passengers year-round (except for
a dry dock period in late January) to Victoria’s
Inner Harbour from Port Angeles. Victoria is
also the departure point for passenger-only
Clipper Navigation runs to Seattle and back.
Washington State Ferries offers car ferry
service between Sidney and Anacortes in
spring, summer and fall.

Transportation

- The Coastal Circle Route is a 530-km journey
that explores Vancouver Island’s southern and
eastern coastline as far north as Courtenay,
then crosses the Salish Sea to continue down
the mainland’s Sunshine Coast to Vancouver.
- The Heritage Discovery Circle Route,
a 2,423-km route, takes in historic and First
Nations sites on Vancouver Island’s eastern
coast before crossing the Inside Passage and
circling back to Vancouver via Prince George
and the Gold Rush Trail.
Take your foot off the accelerator and explore
Vancouver Island’s spectacular backcountry
on secondary and active logging roads. Take
care when driving these sometimes rugged and
potholed routes; please check with local Visitor
Centres for maps and information about logging
road closures, conditions and hazards. In the
winter months, chains or winter tires might be
necessary in higher altitudes.
Visitors should note that safety belts, vehicle
child restraints and bicycle and motorcycle
helmets are mandatory in BC. It is illegal to use
hand-held devices such as cell phones while
driving. Speed restrictions are posted clearly on
the sides of all roads. A speed of 30km/hr
is mandatory in school zones.
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION
INFORMATION
The Vancouver Island region is divided
geographically into seven areas, and each is
described in detail within this guide. Travelling

Cowichan Region
• Get here on multi-lane Highway 1 north
from Victoria and south from Nanaimo.
The hour-long drive to and from Victoria
includes the scenic Malahat Drive with its
pair of viewpoints.
• Ferry service is available from Salt Spring
to Crofton and from Brentwood Bay in the
South Island region to Mill Bay.

to the Island and between these areas is
convenient, whether you are driving, flying
or taking a ferry.
South Island Region
• Victoria International Airport (YYJ), the ninth
busiest airport in Canada, is located in Sidney,
a 30-minute drive from downtown Victoria.
• Swartz Bay ferry terminal serves traffic from
Vancouver and five southern Gulf Islands
(Salt Spring, Mayne, Galiano, Pender,
Saturna). It’s located 10 minutes north
of Sidney and a half hour on the multi-lane
Pat Bay Highway from Victoria.
• Washington State Ferries connect Friday
Harbour and Anacortes, WA to downtown
Sidney (no winter service). Victoria’s Inner
Harbour is the arrival point for year-round
ferries from Seattle (passengers only) and
Port Angeles (vehicles and passengers) in
Washington state.
• The Inner Harbour also serves floatplanes
to and from locations in Canada and the US.

Central Island Region
• Ferries sail to Nanaimo’s two terminals from
Horseshoe Bay and Tsawwassen, north and
south of Vancouver respectively.
• Ferry service to Gabriola Island departs from
downtown Nanaimo.
• Nanaimo Airport (YCD) welcomes numerous
daily flights from points on the BC mainland,
including Vancouver, and a daily non-stop
from Calgary.
• Chartered and scheduled harbour-to-harbour
floatplane service to Nanaimo.
• Flights from Vancouver International Airport’s
South Terminal to Parksville and Qualicum
Beach arrive at Qualicum Beach Airport.

Gulf Islands Region
• Salt Spring, Mayne, Pender, Saturna and
Galiano Islands are accessed from the
Swartz Bay ferry terminal north of Victoria.
• Gabriola Island is accessed by ferry
from Nanaimo.
• Ferry service to Salt Spring Island from
Crofton in the Cowichan region.
• Ferry service between Tsawwassen
(south of Vancouver) and the Gulf Islands;
vehicle reservations are recommended.
• Floatplane service to all of the Gulf Islands.

Paciﬁc Rim Region
• Drive to the Pacific Rim region along
Highway 4 west of Parksville.
• Catch chartered flights to Port Alberni.
Pre-scheduled flights to Tofino leave from
Seattle and Vancouver.
• Visitors travelling to remote Bamfield drive
the gravel roads from Port Alberni or Lake
Cowichan or take the ferry as foot passengers
year-round from Port Alberni.

A travel experience
like no other.

Breathtaking scenic tours, charters and frequent daily flights
between downtown Vancouver, South Vancouver (YVR), Victoria,
Nanaimo, Whistler, the Gulf Islands, Sechelt and Comox.

Your travel experience. Elevated.
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• Port Hardy is the departure point for
year-round service to Prince Rupert on
the mainland and summer-only Discovery
Passage sailings to the mid-coast ports of
Bella Bella, Shearwater, Klemtu, Ocean Falls
and Bella Coola.

North Central Island Region
• Drive to and within the North Central Island
region on Highway 19 or Highway 19A.
• Highway 28 leads west from Campbell River
to Gold River and Tahsis.
• Direct flights to the Comox Valley Airport
(YQQ) arrive daily from Vancouver, Calgary,
and Edmonton.
• Campbell River Airport (YBL) serves charter
operators and scheduled flights from
Vancouver, Abbotsford, and Seattle.
• Floatplane service is available to and from
Comox Harbour and Campbell River.
• BC Ferries provides service to Comox from
Powell River on the BC mainland, as well
as between Vancouver Island and Denman,
Hornby, Quadra and Cortes Islands.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Find comprehensive information on travelling
to and within the Vancouver Island region at
www.VancouverIsland.travel. Here you can
view the Vacation Guide online or order free
print copies of it and Tourism Vancouver
Island’s other travel-planning publications: Golf
Vacations Guide, Outdoor Guide, Vancouver
Island Garden Trail and Wine & Culinary Guide.
Contact us directly to plan your tour by calling
1-888-655-3483 or email info@tourismvi.ca.

North Island Region
• The scenic North Island Route extends from
Campbell River to Port McNeill and then on
to Port Hardy, where the Island highway
system ends. Logging roads continue to
the Island’s tip at Cape Scott.
• Chartered and scheduled flights land at
Port Hardy Airport (YZT), and flights can
be booked to several other communities.
• BC Ferries serves Alert Bay (Cormorant
Island) and Sointula (Malcolm Island) from
Port McNeill.

See the coast from a seaplane - Getting
to and from Vancouver Island on a float
plane is a great way to explore.

Transportation

• During the summer, also travel as
a passenger on a historic freighter from
Port Alberni to Ucluelet via Bamfield, with
return by motorcoach. Water taxi service
between Bamfield and Ucluelet is offered
from mid-March through the fall.

While Tourism Vancouver Island is the region’s
official tourism organization, provincial and
community organizations also serve visitors;
visit www.VancouverIsland.travel for contact
details. For more information on the Island
and mainland BC, visit www.HelloBC.com.
Climate
The Vancouver Island region is a year-round
destination blessed with the most moderate
climate in Canada. In fact, Environment
Canada has named Victoria and Nanaimo as
“weather winners” on the basis that the two
cities enjoy the most comfortable year-round
conditions in the country.
Alcoholic Beverages
The law in BC prohibits the sale of alcoholic
beverages to anyone under 19. Alcoholic

All
aboard!

Victoria

Port angeles

Vehicle and Passenger Ferry
Your Most Direct Route
from the US to Vancouver Island

CohoFerry.Com • (888) 99-Ferry

Seattle to Victoria
& Nanaimo
Plus over 40 BC destinations

866.435.9524 • KenmoreAir.com

www.VancouverIsland.travel
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General Information

Many of the airports on Vancouver
Island are served by jets on short haul
and international routes.

beverages can be consumed only on licensed
premises or private property and not in
unlicensed public areas, including parks,
beaches, and streets.
Taxes
In BC, a provincial sales tax (PST) of 7 percent
and Goods and services tax (GST) of 5 percent
is levied on many goods and services,
including retail purchases, attractions, tours,
and accommodations. Food purchases,
restaurant meals, books, newspapers and
magazines are exempt from PST.
Entry/Customs
In general, visitors from other countries,
including the United States, must have approved
documentation and identification, such as a valid
passport, visitor visa, or alien card permitting
entry. For general information on customs and
regulations when entering Canada, visit the
website for the Canada Border Services Agency
at www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca. You can also call the
Border Information Service at 1-800-461-9999
(toll-free inside Canada) or, when outside the
country, either of two lines: 204-983-3500 or
506-636-5064 (long-distance charges apply).
Requirements for American visitors are available
at the U.S. Department of State website (www.
travel.state.gov/travel/travel_1744.html).
Weapons
All firearms must be declared. Revolvers, pistols,
fully automatic firearms and other weapons and
self-defence sprays (e.g. mace, pepper spray)
are prohibited. For more information contact
the Canadian Firearms Centre at 1-800-7314000. To learn more about customs offices and
regulations when entering Canada, visit the
website for the Canada Border Services Agency
at www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca.
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Go Explore

pacificcoastal.com

est.1912

Telegraph
CoVe
t
Visi

BriTish ColumBia

Stroll the waterfront boardwalk exploring the gift store, restaurant, pub and some well preserved
heritage buildings perched high above the tide on pilings. Whale watchers, fishermen, kayakers and
outdoor enthusiasts come here from all over the world to get back in touch with nature.
We are located just south of Port McNeill off highway 19. The road is paved right to the boardwalk!

Whale Watching • Wildlife tours

discoveR

Whale Watch

telegraph cove
noRtheRn vancouveR island

a24 Beautiful West Coast Cabins
a120 Site Wooded Campground & RV Stations
aSalmon & Halibut Charters aMarina
aRestaurant, Pub, Gift Shop & Laundry Facilities
aCoffee Shops, Weddings, Adventure Hiking Trail
rated “excellent”

aGeneral Store & Cold Beer & Wine

British columBia’s 1 Whale Watching company – founded 1980
st

www.stubbs-island.com
dedicated to ethical Wildlife vieWing, education and conservation.

ReseRvations 1-800-665-3066

For reservations or inFormation Call
1-800-200-4665 or 250-928-3131
www.telegraphcoveresort.com

