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International Education Strategy a roadmap for B.C.’s future 

 
NANAIMO – B.C. has a new International Education Strategy that supports the two-way flow of 
students, giving local students new opportunities to study abroad, and welcoming those 
arriving from overseas. 
 
As part of the strategy, Advanced Education Minister Naomi Yamamoto announced $5 million 
for scholarships and research internships to assist students embarking on an international 
education experience. 
 
International education is one of the key sectors in ‘Canada Starts Here: The BC Jobs Plan’. The 
Jobs Plan recognizes the significant social, cultural and economic benefits that flow to the 
province from the global exchange of students, educators and ideas.  
 
The International Education Strategy lays out steps to meet B.C.’s goal of increasing 
international education in B.C. and, in doing so, celebrates the experiences of international and 
local students. 
 
In the strategy – http://www.bcjobsplan.ca/ourprogress/international-education/ – you can 
read stories from: 
 

 B.C. students whose education has been enhanced through field studies in India and the 
United States. 

 A Lower Mainland student who talks about the different perspectives gained from 
having international students in classrooms. 

 The innovative ideas being generated by B.C. and international students working side-
by-side in labs in the Okanagan. 

 A Jamaican student whose experiences spread beyond the classroom as he explores B.C. 
generating tourist dollars and word-of-mouth promotion about our communities. 

 
The strategy also includes stories from a home-stay mom who generates income and cultural 
awareness by hosting foreign students, representatives of B.C. institutions who counter myths 
about international students, and an Island mayor who talks about welcoming students to his 
community.   
  

http://www.bcjobsplan.ca/ourprogress/international-education/


 
In addition to the $5 million for  new scholarships and research internships, the strategy 
includes plans for better sharing of international education best practices; steps to inform 
British Columbians of the wide range of important benefits brought to B.C. from international 
education; dedicated education officers placed in a number of B.C.’s overseas trade and 
investment offices; an improved quality assurance framework for all post-secondary institutions 
to ensure a consistently positive student experience; and smoother transitions for students 
who wish to work and live in B.C. 
  
Students, educators, post-secondary institutions, communities and other partners, including 
B.C.’s International Education Project Council, provided input to the strategy and will continue 
to inform its development.  
 
The Province is also building upon the excellence already existing throughout B.C.’s education 
sector to expand skills and trades training opportunities, to ensure Aboriginal learners have 
access to post-secondary education and training, and to increase the number of B.C. high 
school students transitioning into post-secondary education. 
 

 

Quotes: 
 
Naomi Yamamoto, Minister of Advanced Education –  
 
“Everyone benefits from the cultural diversity international students bring to our campuses and 
communities, and from the perspectives and connections gained by B.C. students studying in 
other countries.” 
 
“I want to thank our partners at post-secondary institutions and in communities around the 
province who contributed to this strategy, and encourage all British Columbians to join in our 
ongoing conversation as we build on the excellence that has made B.C. a destination of choice 
for international students around the world.”  
 
Wanja Munaita, graduate student at Royal Roads University and One World Scholarship 
recipient –  
 
“I am excited about the opportunity this scholarship has afforded me in terms of experiencing a 
new culture. With the funding, I embark on a new journey to Chile where I will attend classes at 
the Universidad de la Frontera, Temuco for 3 weeks. I have the privilege to live amidst the 
Mapuche community of Central Chile learning and engaging in their day to day activities.”  
 
“I will take time to reflect and share my learning here in Canada with the people who have 
opened their doors to me for this life learning opportunity. One thing I know for sure is that I 
will be a better informed student and global citizen at the end of my trip.” 
  



Michelle Sayers, local student at Capilano University –  
 
“International students bring opinions to the class that relate to their own country, increasing 
the knowledge of the professor and the other students. They create debate by challenging what 
we think and say about their country. And they’re really involved in the school. They want to 
make the most of their experience here so they get involved in extracurricular activities and 
encourage locals to participate.”  
 
Dr. Ralph Nilson, president of Vancouver Island University –   
 
“Each year the City of Nanaimo, population 89,000, hosts over 1,000 Vancouver Island 
University international students who live in home-stay accommodation with families across 
the community.”  
 
“In a city like Nanaimo, the value of these cross-cultural relationships is immeasurable. 
Embedding international students in the community enhances understanding between nations 
in profound ways. Discussions across the kitchen table can be life-changing for both hosts and 
students.” 
 
“While VIU is proud to welcome students from around the world, the university is equally 
committed to provide international learning experiences for Canadian students through field 
schools, research projects, study tours and international exchanges.” 
 
 
Quick Facts: 
 

 In 2010, international students in B.C. spent $1.8 billion on tuition, accommodation and 
other living expenses, creating almost 22,000 jobs and generating $66 million in 
government revenue. 

 B.C. will gain an estimated 1,800 jobs and $100 million in GDP for every ten per cent 
increase in the number of international students coming to the province. 

 The number of international students worldwide currently tops 3.3 million. By 2025, 
that number is expected to grow to 7.2 million. 

 Currently, Canada is the destination of choice for about four per cent of all international 
students worldwide. 

 B.C. receives about 28 per cent of all international students coming to Canada. 

 More than 30 MOUs or other international education agreements were signed during 
our government’s recent trade missions to China, India, Japan, Korea and the 
Philippines. 

 
 
Learn More: 
 
To read British Columbia’s International Education Strategy, visit:  
http://www.bcjobsplan.ca/ourprogress/international-education/ 
 

http://www.bcjobsplan.ca/ourprogress/international-education/


To join in the conversation on international education, visit: http://engage.bcjobsplan.ca 

 

To learn more about Mitacs and the Globalinks and Accelerate programs, visit: 
http://www.mitacs.ca/ 
 
To learn more about the Irving K. Barber British Columbia Scholarship Society and One World 
International Scholarships: http://www.bcscholarship.ca/web/ 

 
 
A backgrounder follows. 
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Communications Manager 
Ministry of Advanced Education 
250 952-6400 
 

 
Connect with the Province of B.C. at: www.gov.bc.ca/connect 
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Expanding an international exchange in students 
 
British Columbia’s International Education Strategy:  
 
British Columbia’s International Education Strategy aims to position the province – and its 
residents – to benefit from the social, cultural and economic opportunities that flow from 
international education.  
 
The strategy identifies three major goals: 
 

1) Create a globally oriented education system in British Columbia. 
2) Ensure that all students receive quality learning and life experiences. 
3) Maximize the benefits of international education – social, cultural and economic – for all 

B.C. communities, families and businesses. 
 
To meet those goals, our government will:  
 

 Increase international education opportunities for B.C. students. 

 Expand and strengthen quality assurance in education to ensure consistently positive 
student experiences. 

 Create smoother transitions for international students who wish to work and live in B.C. 
after graduation. 

 Establish a co-ordinated marketing strategy to increase international awareness of B.C. 
as a high-quality education destination. 

 Inform British Columbians and their communities about the importance of international 
education and its benefits. 

 Work with the federal government on issues relating to international education. 

 Promote the use of international education best practices across B.C. 

 Expand the presence of B.C. international education. 

 Ensure educational institutions and communities have the space, facilities and support 
services required to accommodate B.C. and international students.   

 
 
About B.C.’s new scholarship and research internship investments: 
 
The Irving K. Barber British Columbia Scholarship Society has received a grant of $2 million to 
increase the number of One World scholarships awarded annually to B.C. public post-secondary 
students wishing to pursue their education abroad. To learn more about how to apply for a 
scholarship, visit: http://www.bcscholarship.ca/web/international 
  

http://www.bcscholarship.ca/web/international


Mitacs has received a one-time contribution of $3 million to support B.C. and international 
students undertaking their graduate education in B.C., as well as to support research 
internships.  
 
Mitacs is a national research organization based in B.C. that connects Canadian researchers 
with companies, government and industry. For more information including the application 
process and deadlines, visit: http://www.mitacs.ca/  
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