Ten Years ?[Proaress •

Achievements

Finane ina

Since its inception I 0 years ago, the Commission
has expanded steadily and met the rapid pace
of B.C.'s postwar growth. The availability and
supply of electric power has been greatly improved and power brought at reasonable rates
to a large part of the province. Of the more
than 56,500 customers served, about 60 per cent
represent new services.
To do this, facilities have been built and; or
improved. The Commission now operates:
-Six hydro-electric generating plants with a
total capacity of 175,500 kilowatts.
-Nineteen diesel-electric generating plants
with a total capacity of 25,000 kilowatts.
-665 circuit miles of transmission lines (over
23 ,000 volts).
-3,000 miles of distribution lines.

The Commission is a se lf-sustain ing utilit y
which operates without subsidy. Sale of elcctri..:ity is its only SlHtrce of reve nue . Financing
is carried out through the sale of relat ive ly longterm bonds. Full provision for interest and
sinking fund on bonds is made from revenue,
and all bonds carry the guarantee of the Pro' incial Go,crnmcnt both as to principal and
interest.
A full report of all phases of the Commission's undertaking. including financ ial, operating, construction. engineering, legal and ad mi nist rative data. is presented ann ually to the
Pt·o,incial Gmcrnmcnt. The fiscal year terminates at March 31.

Electricity is the
modern servant. The
Commission which

POWER MEANS PROGRESS

The Future
The increasing demand for the Commission's
services shows no sign of slackening. Work is
under way for major hydro developments at
Ladore Falls and Upper Campbell Lake on
Campbell River, Vancouver Island, at an estimated total cost of $29,000,000. Close to
$2,000,000 will be expended for additional
diesel generating capacity this year; about
$1,300,000 will be spent to improve and extend
transmission facilities, and distribution system
extensions and improvements in all Power
Districts will total some $2,500,000 in 1955.
As increased revenue permits, further rural
electrification will be undertaken, and there is
every indication that the scope of the Commission's operations in the province will continue to expand into new areas, many of which
do not now have electrical service.

Residential

Commercial

About 48,000 customers now served. Average
kwh cost, 2.7 cents (1947- 5 cents) ; average
monthly consumption, 215 kwh (1947- 74
kwh).

About 7,800 customers, with average kwh cost
2.6 cents (1947-4.7 cents); average monthly
consumption, 642 kwh (1947-278 kwh).

operates in many of the
more sparsely-populated
areas has brought adequate

Benefits

electrical service for
the first time to
thousands of homes, and in
such areas has enabled
people to enjoy at
reasonable rates the
amenities electricity brings.
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Industrial
"Power Service" customers total more
1,000. Average monthly consumption 961
(1947-816 kwh); average cost 1.6 cents
kwh (1947-1.7 cents).

t~JPPJ:oxim:ately

56,500 customers served. Avercost per kwh, 2.4 cents (1947- 3.2 cents).

AREAS SERVED

How It Operates
The Commission is a Crown Corporation with
Head Office in Victoria. It is an operating
utility, generating, transmitting and distributing
electricity at cost to more than 56,500 customers
in 26 Power Districts. Over 90 per cent of the
power produced comes from hydro sources,
but where this is impossible or uneconomical,
diesel stations are operated .. All generation and
transmission costs are pooled monthly and each
district pays the same rate for power before
distribution. Districts must be self-sustaining ·
for distribution and rates provide for the common cost of power plus the respective distribution expenses. Three Commissioners direct the
undertaking and staffs at Head Office and in the
districts manage it.

Alberni Valley
Alert Bay
Sointula
Burns Lake
Decker Lake
Campbell River
Quadra Island
Clinton
Comox Valley
Courtenay
Comox
Cumberland
Dawson Creek
Pouce Coupe
Fort St. James
Golden
Haze.lton
Houston
Kamloops
North Kamloops
Chase
Savona-Walhachin
Lake Cowichan
Lake Windermere
Radium Hot Springs
Edgewater
Athalmer
Jnvermere

Merritt
McBride
Nakusp
Burton-Arrow Park
Needles-Edgewood
Nanaimo-Duncan
Ladysmith
Chemainus
Parksville
Qualicum
Salt Spring Island
North Okanagan
Vernon
Armstrong
Enderby
Salmon Arm
Peachland-West bank
Queen Charlotte CitySkidegate
Quesnel
Sechelt Peninsula
Smithers
Telkwa
Terrace
Ucluelet-Tofino
Vanderhoof
Williams Lake
!50-Mile House
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