BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA

CREATIVE
INDUSTRIES

GET INSPIRED
BY OUR

CREATIVE COMPANIES
CONVERGE IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Vancouver, British Columbia is at the centre of a convergence of world-class
entertainment content development, mobile technology, and film and television
production. With the right mix of technology and talent, British Columbia has
earned a reputation as one of the world’s leading digital media centres.
If you are interested in investing in the thriving digital media sector or doing
business with innovative companies, British Columbia is the place to be – it’s
where creative opportunities begin.

“New media is going to
continue to grow into
the digital space – into
digital distribution,
movies and animation,
digital effects and
video games. We’re
seeing a convergence
of those industries.”
- Jon Lutz, Chief Financial Officer,
EA Sports

FIVE TOP REASONS TO MAKE BRITISH COLUMBIA YOUR
CREATIVE HUB

THRIVING CREATIVE NEXUS
British Columbia is globally recognized as a creative hotbed. We’re home
to world leaders across the converging digital media spectrum, including
interactive design, digital entertainment and games, film and television,
animation and visual effects, mobile content and applications, and e‐learning.
TOP TALENT
With its cosmopolitan diversity, collaborative atmosphere and attractive
lifestyle, Vancouver is home to some of the industry’s best storytellers, artists,
engineers and producers.
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With support from:

BUSINESS ADVANTAGES
British Columbia ‘s business climate is good for the bottom line, with one
of the lowest corporate tax rates in the G7, no provincial payroll taxes or
corporate capital tax, and the lowest personal income tax in Canada for
individuals earning up to $122,000, as well as tax credits and incentives
for creative industries.
STRONG INDUSTRY SUPPORT
British Columbia has a solid commitment to providing a competitive
environment for digital media companies. Industry-led associations work
hand-in-hand with government to provide a wide range of supports.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this publication at the time of writing; however, the programs
referred to, and data cited, are subject to change.
All figures are in Canadian dollars.
Printed: July 2013
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IDEAL LOCATION
Our strategic location on Canada’s west coast leverages relationships with
the entertainment hub in Los Angeles, technology centres in Seattle and key
markets in Europe and Asia.
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DIGITAL DOMAIN

RAINMAKER ENTERTAINMENT

DISNEY INTERACTIVE
(CLUB PENGUIN)
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EA (ELECTRONIC ARTS)
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EAST SIDE GAMES

SCANLINE VFX

THE EMBASSY VISUAL EFFECTS

SILICON SISTERS

EXPLODING BARREL GAMES

SLANT SIX

GAMEHOUSE

SONY PICTURES IMAGEWORKS

GREE

UNITED FRONT GAMES

HOOTSUITE

ZOIC STUDIOS

HOTHEAD GAMES

and many more...

IMAGE ENGINE

GO ON LOCATION IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA, AT THE
COMMERCIAL CROSSROADS
OF ASIA PACIFIC AND
NORTH AMERICA
Vancouver was chosen by CNN in 2011 as one of the best new cities to do
business in partly because of its strength in sectors like digital media and film,
and for its proximity to the U.S. and Asia.
British Columbia’s business day overlaps with morning work schedules in Asia.
California is also very easily accessible, with more than 80 flights per week from
Vancouver to Los Angeles.
FLIGHT TIMES FROM
VANCOUVER
INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT

“Vancouver has close
proximity to Los
Angeles, which is
still the centre of
the entertainment
industry. It’s where
our clients are often
based, and where the
studios launch the big
tent-pole feature films.
We’re in the same time
zone as Los Angeles,
and that enables us to
work collaboratively
and efficiently with
the creative talent
both there and here.”
–	Rick Mischel, Sony Pictures
Imageworks
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From its magnificent ocean and mountain locations to its rugged interior
landscapes, British Columbia offers a geographical diversity that can stand
in for just about any place in the world. Vancouver has such a highly versatile
physical setting that the New York Times once called it “the city that can
substitute for all of America.”
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JOIN THE CELEBRATED
CREATIVE COMPANIES
WHO ARE ALREADY IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA!

JOIN BRITISH COLUMBIA’S
THRIVING CREATIVE
COMMUNITY
British Columbia’s thriving digital media industry is well positioned to capitalize
on global growth for this sector, projected at 11 per cent per year for the next
five years. British Columbia has more than 2,100 digital media and wireless
companies, which employ about 24,200 people and generate $4.2 billion
in revenue. As film and television, games and mobile content distribution
continue to merge, now is an ideal time to do business in Vancouver’s
world-renowned digital media sector.

THE SPOTLIGHT IS ON FILM AND TELEVISION IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA
In British Columbia, the established film and television industry has a strong
symbiotic relationship with digital media, making Vancouver a creative force in
North America.
With a million square feet of studio space, Vancouver has sufficient capacity
to support the biggest movie productions, with outstanding cast, set
construction, filming locations, and post-production and visual effects. An
experienced and committed local crew base of 30,000 provides services at the
level offered in Hollywood.

WINNING VIDEO GAMES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
Vancouver has one of the top video game clusters in the world, with presence
from major publishers including Electronic Arts, Microsoft, THQ and Capcom
Game Studio.
»» The video game industry in British Columbia now consists of more than
85 interactive studios.
»» An estimated 5,000 full-time, high-tech professionals work in this sector.
The $59-billion global video games sector is forecast to grow at eight per cent
every year for the next five years, with online and mobile increasing at even
higher rates.

BRITISH COLUMBIA CONNECTS VIA MOBILE AND
WIRELESS
Within the mobile environment, leading companies located in British Columbia
– such as Sierra Wireless, PEER 1 and TELUS – are creating innovative products
and mobile platforms to further expand the convergence of wireless
technologies with the creative and communications content they deliver.
The mobile sector is supported by Wavefront, the national centre of excellence
accelerating the growth and success of Canada’s wireless and new media
companies. Wavefront, headquartered in Vancouver, facilitates commercial
engagement between the mobile ecosystem, enterprise companies and
British Columbia’s innovative developers.

Check out some of the hottest new movies, video games and mobile offerings
produced with help from British Columbia’s creative community.
Photo: The Smurfs - Copyright
Sony Picture Imageworks Canada

»» Vancouver has very strong post-production capabilities and is home to
companies that have created state-of-the-art, award-winning visual effects.
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Leverage British Columbia’s leadership in video games,
mobile application development and wireless technology to
capture your portion of this growing market.

Photo: Air Mater
Copyright Pixar Animation Studios

Vancouver’s main advantage in film production is the expertise and talent it
has developed during the last three decades. It is now capable of handling
every aspect of production for 40 projects simultaneously.

“British Columbia’s
reputation is as an
innovator, as a leader.
Our companies help
set the trends that
the rest of the world
follows.”
– Alan Shuster, Executive Vice
President, Blast Radius

Photo Credit: Chilliwack Film Commission

“British Columbia
has a wealth of
educated talent in
a fairly confined
space compared to
Los Angeles where
the talent is more
expensive. Our
location on the border
and the West Coast
is very conducive
– being on the ocean
with the mountains,
the quality of lifestyle
and the school
systems make it a very
attractive place. When
people immigrate
here, they tend to
want to stay here and
raise their families.
British Columbia
and Vancouver have
attracted a lot of top
talent from around
the world.”

DRAW FROM
BRITISH COLUMBIA’S RICH
WELL OF ARTISTIC TALENT
Our largest city, Vancouver, is a magnet for talent, attracting world-class
companies, capital and creative minds in record numbers. With a permanent
community of A-list talent, Vancouver offers a great advantage for studios
locating here. Access to this vast talent pool is a top reason digital media, film
and wireless companies choose to do business in British Columbia.

ACCESS LEADING-EDGE TRAINING AND RESEARCH
All of Vancouver’s major educational institutions are engaged in digital media,
providing outstanding facilities, training and research services to the private
sector. A steady stream of new graduates and innovation flows into the sector
thanks to our prolific educational institutions and research centres. Each year
3,000 graduates from British Columbia’s post-secondary programs come into
the digital media industry market.
CENTRE

PROGRAM/INITIATIVE

THE CENTRE FOR DIGITAL
MEDIA

20-month Masters of Digital Media Program for creators,
practitioners and senior management

UNIVERSITY OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Media and Graphics Interdisciplinary Centre lab
Multimedia Ethnographic Research lab
Imager laboratory

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

School of Interactive Arts and Technology
7th Floor Media

EMILY CARR UNIVERSITY OF
ART + DESIGN

Intersections Digital Studios

CAPILANO UNIVERSITY

School of Motion Picture Arts (recently received $30.5
million towards construction of a state-of-the-art film
centre)

VANCOUVER FILM SCHOOL

A top international post-secondary digital media,
animation and film school, with recruitment offices in
Mumbai, Mexico City, Taipei and Seoul

– Howard Donaldson, DigiBC

ART INSTITUTE OF VANCOUVER Media arts programs in film, websites, video games and
music
CENTRE FOR ARTS AND
TECHNOLOGY

Certificate and diploma programs in animation, digital
filmmaking and digital media design in Kelowna

ATTRACT TALENT WITH OUR EXCEPTIONAL LIFESTYLE
British Columbia’s quality of life is world-renowned. Our west coast lifestyle
with its abundant urban amenities, outdoor activities and entertainment
choices helps to attract and retain young, creative minds.
Consistently ranked as one of the best cities in the world to live, Vancouver
has a first-class rating based on stability, health care, culture and environment,
education and infrastructure. Our reputation as one of the most desirable
places to live means that workers from other cities and countries are more
easily attracted and will earn a competitive salary that allows them to enjoy our
year-round lifestyle.
The side table shows some sample annual base salaries for jobs in the industry.

BENEFIT FROM OUR DIVERSITY
As one of the most ethnically diverse communities in Canada, Vancouver
provides a lively cultural experience and a multilingual workforce. Every year
83,000 new immigrants and temporary workers arrive in British Columbia eager
to enjoy our spectacular natural beauty, vibrant culture and dynamic economy.
British Columbia’s diversity creates opportunities to do business across cultures.
Our cultural and social ties with the Asia Pacific are a particularly strong
building block for growth, as this region’s consumption of film and television
product is expected to increase at double the rate of North America’s.
Valuable programs help fast-track immigration for skilled workers, international
graduates, entrepreneurs and new immigrants under the British Columbia
Provincial Nominee Program.
Many digital media companies take advantage of the Provincial Nominee
Program and other immigration programs, such as the Temporary Foreign
Workers Program, to acquire specialized talent. Ease of entry through these
supportive programs is another reason companies choose to locate in
British Columbia.

In British Columbia, find the language skills and cultural
fluency you need to make your creative projects a
global success.

JOB TITLE

MEDIAN
SALARY,

VANCOUVER,
BRITISH
COLUMBIA
PRODUCER

$99,100

PROJECT MANAGER

$87,700

CREATIVE DIRECTOR

$82,300

WEB DESIGNER

$64,400

PROGRAMMER –
NEW MEDIA – ENTRY
LEVEL

$47,600

Source: 2010 High Tech Salary Survey, HR
Tech Group, Towers Watson

“British Columbia is a
thriving sector, and
there is a significant
hub of technology
companies...as many
companies have
global development
headquarters based
here. The advice
I’d give to someone
looking to operate a
business in
British Columbia is it’s
a very safe place to do
business.”
– Alex Fernandes, President & CEO,
Avigilon Corp.

GAIN A COMPETITIVE EDGE
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA’S
BUSINESS-FRIENDLY
ENVIRONMENT
British Columbia benefits from Canada’s sound financial system. With our AAA
credit rating and stable economy, we are a favoured destination for investors.
And businesses can count on a British Columbia government that is:
»» Focused on creating the best business climate in North America.

BENEFIT FROM LOW TAXES
British Columbia’s business tax burdens are among the lowest in
North America. Investors and companies that set up shop in British Columbia
reap the benefits:
»» No capital tax, no provincial payroll taxes, no property tax on most
production equipment.
»» A combined general corporate income tax rate of 26 per cent that is among
the lowest in the G7.
»» The lowest personal provincial income tax in Canada for individuals earning
up to $122,000.
»» Generous tax credits for research and development, training and
international transactions.

»» Actively encouraging investment, with few restrictions on foreign investors.
»» Earning top marks for its leadership on cutting red tape and streamlining
regulations.
»» Maintaining strong, responsible fiscal policy and government has tabled a
balanced budget for fiscal year 2013/2014
»» Determined to maintain tax competitiveness, demonstrated by significant
tax reductions and targeted tax credit incentives implemented since 2001.

ACCELERATE YOUR ACCESS TO CAPITAL
British Columbia provides incentives that encourage investment in our
companies.
VENTURE CAPITAL PROGRAM

Offers 30 per cent refundable tax credit for investments in
eligible small British Columbia companies.

BRITISH COLUMBIA
RENAISSANCE CAPITAL FUND

Attracts successful venture capital managers and
their funds to British Columbia to develop promising,
innovative technology companies.

Companies that have benefitted from the British Columbia Renaissance
Capital Fund include NGRAIN (Canada) Corp., which develops award-winning
interactive 3D simulation software used across all arms of the United States and
Canadian militaries, and Partnerpedia Solutions Inc., a provider of B2B social
networking and channel enablement solutions.

CORPORATE INCOME TAX RATES - 2013*
British Columbia
Alberta
Ontario
Quebec
Washington
Oregon
California
* British Columbia corporate income tax rate effective April 1, 2013.

26.0%
25.0%
26.5%
26.9%
35.0%
39.94%
40.75%

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
TARGETED INCENTIVES
Canada and British Columbia offer a generous program of tax credits,
exemptions and deductions to encourage business investment and innovation.
Certain incentives target particular industries like film production and
game development.
INCENTIVE

QUALIFYING
ENTRIES

TAX CREDIT RATE

FILM INCENTIVE BC

British Columbia
controlled production
companies

Basic Credit: 35 per cent refundable tax
credit on eligible labour costs, limited to
60 per cent of total production costs.
Regional Credits: Additional
12.5 per cent on filming outside the
Vancouver area. An added 6.0 per cent is
available for filming in a distant location
in British Columbia
Training Credit: Lesser of 30 per cent
of trainee salaries or three per cent of
eligible labour costs.
Labour Credit: Qualified British Columbia
labour expenditures cap increased to
60 per cent from 48 per cent of
production costs.
Digital Animation or Visual Effects
Credit: 17.5 per cent refundable tax
credit on eligible labour costs.

BRITISH COLUMBIA
PRODUCTION
SERVICES TAX
CREDITS

Production companies
with a permanent
establishment in British
Columbia

Production Services Credit: 33 per cent
refundable tax credit on eligible labour
costs.
Regional Credits: An added 6.0 per cent
on filming outside of the Vancouver
area. Another 6.0 per cent is available
for filming in a distant location in British
Columbia.
Digital Animation or Visual Effects
Credit: 17.5 per cent refundable tax
credit on eligible labour costs.

INCENTIVE

QUALIFYING
ENTRIES

TAX CREDIT RATE

BRITISH COLUMBIA
NEW MEDIA TAX
CREDIT

Resident investors who
provide investment
capital into Venture
Capital Corporations
or Eligible Business
Corporation

30 per cent refundable tax credit
for individuals to a maximum of
$60,000 annually. (Not refundable for
corporations, with no maximum limit.)

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Taxable Canadian
INTERACTIVE DIGITAL corporation
MEDIA TAX CREDIT
with permanent
establishment in B.C.
in the business of
developing interactive
digital media products

17.5 per cent of eligible salary and
wages.

FEDERAL CANADIAN
FILM OR VIDEO
PRODUCTION TAX
CREDIT

25 per cent of qualified labour costs for
an eligible Canadian production.

Canadian controlled
production companies

FEDERAL FILM OR
Canadian controlled
VIDEO PRODUCTION production companies
SERVICES TAX CREDIT and production
companies with
a permanent
establishment in Canada

16 per cent of qualified labour costs for
an eligible production.

THE SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH AND
EXPERIMENTAL
DEVELOPMENT TAX
CREDIT

Canadian controlled
private corporation

35 per cent investment tax credit on up
to $3 million of qualified expenditures
and 20 per cent of qualified
expenditures not eligible for the
35 per cent rate.

Others

20 per cent of qualified expenditures

International businesses
registered in the
International Business
Activity program and
with the AdvantageBC
society

Full refund of British Columbia taxes
paid on the net income of the qualifying
international business (75 per cent for
income earned on qualifying patents to
a maximum of $8 million).

ADVANTAGEBC
INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS TAX
INCENTIVE
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“There are tremendous
opportunities for
growth. First of all,
there is increasing
amounts of capital
coming here from
both Asia and
California. Secondly,
there’s a great
base of talent. You
have great natural
resources, great
people and you’ve
got a supportive
government that
wants you to come
and invest in
British Columbia –
that makes it very
attractive.”
– Paul Lee, Managing Partner,
Vanedge Capital Partners

ENJOY STRONG
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
AND NEW PARTNERSHIPS
WHEN YOU INVEST IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA
In British Columbia, we are committed to providing a competitive environment
for digital media and the film and television industry. Industry-led associations
work hand-in-hand with government to provide a wide range of supports,
including marketing events, forums for investors and producers, and award
celebrations.
The British Columbia Film Commission is a branch of the government that
supports production activity with location, production and community
affairs services.
BC Film and Media is an independent, not-for-profit society established by
the provincial government that administers provincial tax credit programs,
supports development and marketing of film, television and digital media
projects, and fosters relationships with co-financing partners.
DigiBC is a non-profit industry association that fosters community, networking
and partnerships and provides its members with market intelligence, first
notice of business opportunities, and promotional support.

JOIN THE DIGITAL MEDIA
REVOLUTION UNDERWAY
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA’S
THRIVING CREATIVE CLUSTER
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
Visualizing your next creative project in British Columbia? Contact us for
confidential, knowledgeable advice and the following services:
»» STRATEGIC SUPPORT: We provide the information and contacts you
need to analyze and implement strategic investment decisions in
British Columbia.
»» BUSINESS START-UP ASSISTANCE: We draw on an extensive network of
government and industry knowledge, contacts and experience to help you
establish your business in British Columbia.
»» BUSINESS CLIMATE INFORMATION: We help you with the issues most
critical to choosing your business location, such as taxation, labour markets,
business costs, and permits and regulations.
»» HOSTING AND SITE TOURS: We can arrange familiarization tours to
business locations throughout British Columbia, including visits to available
sites, investigations of facilities and meetings with community leaders.
»» SUPPLIERS OF BUSINESS SERVICES: We arrange and facilitate introductions
and meetings with experts in tax, real estate, legal and government
permitting agencies.
»» GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS: We help you take advantage of federal,
provincial and local government incentive and support programs that
address your business needs.
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CONTACT
Michael Track
Executive Director,
International Investment and
Company Attraction
Ministry of International Trade
999 Canada Place, Suite 730
Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada, V6C 3E1
Phone: 604 775-2202
Fax: 604 775-2070
Michael.Track@gov.bc.ca
www.britishcolumbia.ca
Creative BC
www.creativebc.com
DigiBC
www.digibc.org
WelcomeBC
www.welcomebc.ca

