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1.0 Introduction
1.1 Management Plan Purpose
Conservancies are set aside for four main purposes:





for the protection and maintenance of their biological diversity
and natural environments,
for the preservation and maintenance of social, ceremonial and
cultural uses of First Nations,
for protection and maintenance of their recreational values, and
to ensure that development or use of their natural resources
occurs in a sustainable manner consistent with the purposes
above.

This management plan sets out the long term direction for Wahkash Point Conservancy and
provides guidance for how the protected area will be managed.
In 2006, the provincial government and First Nations initiated a new relationship. On the
central coast, a collaborative approach has been taken with regards to management
planning and operation of protected areas. This management plan is the result of a
collaborative planning process between the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala First Nation and BC
Parks.
The management plan identifies the conservancy’s important cultural heritage, natural, and
recreational values and presents a vision for the future of the conservancy. As well, the
management plan:






addresses current issues affecting the long-term vision for the conservancy;
guides day-to-day management for the protection of cultural heritage and natural
values;
identifies appropriate types of recreational activities;
identifies zones; and,
provides management direction related to allowable activities and acceptable uses of
the conservancy’s natural resources.

1.2 Planning Area
Wahkash Point Conservancy was established on May 31, 2007, pursuant to the Parks and
Protected Areas Statutes Amendment Act, 2007. The conservancy is included in Schedule E
of the Protected Areas of British Columbia Act and administered under the Park Act.
Wahkash Point Conservancy is located on the eastern shore of Knight Inlet near its upper
extent, just south of Wahkash Creek (Figure 1). The conservancy is 105 km northeast of Alert
Bay, 138 km east of Port Hardy and 258 km northwest of Vancouver.
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Figure 1: Conservancy Context Map
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The conservancy protects a small area (approximately 189 ha) of the Central Pacific Ranges
(CPR) Ecosection and a unique, old fault/rock mass wasting site (landslide). This
management plan recommends that an additional 74 ha of adjacent marine foreshore be
included in the conservancy.

1.3 Management Commitments
A collaborative management agreement (CMA) between the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala First
Nation and BC Parks outlines the relationship that the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala and the
Province have in the planning and management of protected areas within
Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala Traditional Territory.
In the Land Use Planning Agreement-In-Principle (AIP) between the Province and the First
Nations of the southern central coast, the parties agreed on the primary roles for Wahkash
Point Conservancy: cultural heritage use and habitat conservation/protection. The
agreement-in-principle lists ecosystem representation as a secondary role and recreation as
a limited role of the conservancy. At the time the central coast conservancies were
announced, the Minister of Environment also made a commitment that existing tenured
uses would continue.

1.4 Adjacent Patterns of Land Use
Jutting out westward into Knight Inlet, Wahkash Point Conservancy is largely surrounded by
water. The conservancy’s eastern boundary is bordered by forest lands within the Kingcome
Timber Supply Area (TSA) in the North Island – Central Coast Forest District. Forest
harvesting has occurred in recent years adjacent to the southern boundary of the
conservancy. The forest road associated with this activity lies just outside of the
conservancy.
Commercial salmon troll, gillnet and seine fisheries, as well as a hook and line ground
fishery, occur in Knight Inlet. Sport fishing for salmon and ground fish also takes place in the
Inlet. As well, there are commercial shrimp and prawn fisheries in the vicinity of the
conservancy.
Other protected areas nearby include Dzawadi/Klinaklini Estuary Conservancy and
Hunwadi/Ahnuhati-Bald Conservancy (Figure 1).
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2.0 Roles and Values of the Conservancy
The primary roles of Wahkash Point Conservancy are cultural heritage use and habitat
conservation/protection. The conservancy protects a site of great spiritual and cultural
significance to the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala First Nation. The conservancy also protects a
complex of rocky bluffs and cliffs that form a prominent, scenic landscape feature in Knight
Inlet. As well, the conservancy protects habitat for marbled murrelet, grizzly bear and blacktailed deer.
This section describes cultural, natural, recreational and resource values in the existing,
terrestrial component of the conservancy as well as the adjacent marine foreshore
recommended for inclusion in the conservancy.

Figure 2. Wahkash Point Conservancy and view toward the head of Knight Inlet.

2.1 Cultural Heritage
Wahkash Point has played a significant role in the history of the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala First
Nation. Wakas (Wahkash) Creek, just north of the conservancy, was a former winter village
site and hunting base. This village site was threatened by a rock slide sometime in the mid
to late 1800s, at which time the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala moved to a safer location. Wahkash
Point continues to hold spiritual and cultural significance for the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala
First Nation.
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2.2 Biological Diversity and Natural Environment
Wahkash Point Conservancy is a combination of rocky cliffs, bluffs and forested slopes that
extend into Knight Inlet, forming a prominent feature in the landscape.
The conservancy is important for the protection of:


Marbled Murrelet habitat;



Grizzly Bear habitat;



Black-tailed Deer habitat.

The conservancy also protects a small area of old growth, marine riparian forest and
supports the protection of marine values in Knight Inlet.
Ecosystem Representation
The conservancy makes a small contribution (189 ha) to the representation of the Coastal
Western Hemlock very wet maritime (CWHvm1) biogeoclimatic variant within the Central
Pacific Ranges (CPR) Ecosection. The CPR Ecosection is an area of rugged, low relief,
including inlets, sounds, islands and peninsulas, which are affected by tidal and current
action. The conservancy protects 0.075% of the total area of the CPR Ecosection/CWHvm1
combination in B.C. (242 970 ha).
The recommended marine addition to the conservancy is within the Johnstone Strait Marine
Ecosection (JOS). The JOS Marine Ecosection is characterized by protected coastal waters in
narrow, restricted channels. Approximately 4.2% of this Marine Ecosection is protected in
the province. The recommended foreshore addition in Wahkash Point Conservancy would
make a minimal contribution (0.03%) to the area of this Marine Ecosection within provincial
protected areas (10,220 ha) (Table 1).
Table 1: Terrestrial Biogeoclimatic Zone and Marine Ecosection Representation
Ecosection/
Biogeoclimatic
(BEC) Variant
Combination
or Marine
Ecosection

Total Area of
Ecosection/
Biogeoclimatic
(BEC) Variant
Combination
or Marine
Ecosection in
B.C. (ha)

Total Area of
Ecosection/
Biogeoclimatic
(BEC) Variant
Combination
or Marine
Ecosection in
Protected
Areas (ha)

Percent of
Ecosection/
Biogeoclimatic
(BEC) Variant
Combination
or Marine
Ecosection
that is
Protected

Total Area of
Ecosection/
Biogeoclimatic
(BEC) Variant
Combination
or Marine
Ecosection in
the
Conservancy
(ha)

Percent of
Province-wide
Protection of
Ecosection/
Biogeoclimatic
(BEC) Variant
Combination or
Marine
Ecosection in this
Conservancy

CPR/CWHvm1

242 970

27 261

11.2

189

0.075%

JOS Marine
Ecosection

241 826

10 220

4.2%

74

0.03%
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Fish and Wildlife
Wahkash Point Conservancy protects marine riparian habitat on Knight Inlet, which supports
significant fisheries and marine ecological values. All five species of Pacific Salmon travel
past Wahkash Point to spawn in the Klinaklini and Franklin Rivers at the head of Knight Inlet.
Migrating Chinook, Coho and Chum Salmon use the foreshore off the southern shore of
Wahkash Point as a resting and holding area. As well, Dolly Varden and Steelhead, both
blue-listed species,1 spawn in Wahkash Creek just north of the conservancy.
The intertidal foreshore adjacent to the conservancy is one of many spawning sites in Knight
Inlet for Pacific Herring. The north side of Wahkash Point is also reported to be a holding
area for Eulachon (a blue-listed species) migrating up Knight Inlet to spawn in the
Dzawadi/Klinaklini estuary. Humpback Whales and Pacific White-Sided Dolphins reside in
Knight Inlet, and Killer Whales (red-listed) use the Inlet as a summer resting and feeding
area.
The north side of the conservancy is rated as moderate Marbled Murrelet nesting habitat.
Marbled Murrelet is a red-listed species and a focal species in ecosystem based management
on the central coast. As well, the south side of the conservancy is identified as moderate
habitat for Black-tailed Deer.

2.3 Recreation
Wahkash Point is a prominent landform, contributing to scenic values in this section of
Knight Inlet. Recreational activities in Knight Inlet include boating, wildlife viewing, fishing,
and nature appreciation. Although there are no recreational opportunities within the
conservancy, guided recreational activities are offered on Knight Inlet by a tourist lodge
located in Glendale Cove, approximately 40 km south of the conservancy, and by other
ecotourism operators in the Inlet.
Tourism and recreational activity is limited in the upper reaches of Knight Inlet, due to travel
distances from the main boating routes in Johnstone Strait and conditions in Knight Inlet.
Anchorages are few and far apart, and winds are frequently strong. With its rocky shoreline
and sloped topography, Wahkash Point Conservancy offers poor access for boaters and
limited recreational opportunities. Aside from its contribution to scenic values, the
conservancy plays a limited role in recreation.

1

Species and ecological communities are assigned to the red or blue list on the basis of the provincial
Conservation Status Rank (SRANK) assigned by the B.C. Conservation Data Centre. The red list includes
species/ecological communities that are extirpated, endangered or threatened. The blue list contains
species/ecological communities that are considered to be of special concern.
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2.4 Resource Use
There are currently no resource uses occurring in the conservancy. While all conservancies
are established with the view to allowing low-impact, sustainable use of natural resources,
this conservancy does not play a major role in this regard. Development and use of natural
resources are limited by the conservancy’s primary roles in protection of cultural heritage
and habitat values.
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3.0 Management Direction
3.1 Vision
The cultural heritage values and ecological features in Wahkash Point
Conservancy are protected. The collaborative relationship between the
Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala and BC Parks is strong and capacity is being built within
the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala to diversify participation in all aspects of protection
and management. The parties strive to ensure the cultural and spiritual
significance of the conservancy is respected and preserved into the future.

3.2 Recommended Marine Boundary
Protected area recommendations from the central coast land use decision that led to the
creation of the conservancy did not address the marine environment. A subsequent agreement
between the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala First Nation and the Province directed that individual
management plans for conservancies make recommendations respecting the extension of the
conservancy into the marine environment. Inter-agency consultation was also undertaken in the
development of the recommended marine boundary. This management plan recommends
expansion of the original conservancy boundary to include the marine component illustrated in
Figure 3. The proposed boundary protects marine values extending 200 metres from the high
water mark, adding a foreshore area of approximately 74 hectares to the conservancy.

3.3 Conservancy Zoning
Introduction
This management plan uses zoning to assist in the planning and management of the
conservancy. In general terms, zoning divides an area into logical units to apply consistent
management objectives for protection of cultural heritage, conservation, and recreational
values. The zones reflect the intended land use, existing patterns of use, the degree of
human use desired, and the level of management and development required. The entire
conservancy is designated a First Nations Cultural Heritage Zone (Figure 3).
First Nations Cultural Heritage Zone
The purpose of the First Nations Cultural Heritage Zone is to protect the significant spiritual
and cultural heritage value placed on Wahkash Point by the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala First
Nation. Management strategies will discourage recreational activities and natural resource
uses to minimize disturbance to this culturally important place and maintain the scenic
values of this unique landform. Cultural tourism, involving guided interpretation of cultural
heritage features, may be an appropriate future activity in this zone.
A list of appropriate uses in this zone is provided in Appendix A.
Wahkash Point Conservancy Management Plan – Draft July 2011
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Figure 3: Zoning Map
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3.4 Management Objectives, Issues and Strategies
Four broad management objectives have been identified for Wahkash Point Conservancy.
The following tables list key issues related to each objective, as well as management
strategies to address these issues in the conservancy.

Objective 1. Respect and protect Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala social and cultural heritage
values.
Issues
Strong Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala interest in protecting
cultural heritage sites/features from disturbance.

Lack of visitor awareness of the significance of this
conservancy to the Da’naxda’xw/ Awaetlala may
impact protection of cultural heritage values.

Strategies
Develop a collaborative approach to monitoring,
compliance and enforcement initiatives (i.e.,
between Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala “Guardian
Watchmen” and BC Parks Rangers).
Develop signage/communication materials to
educate the public about the cultural heritage values
in the conservancy.
Encourage visitors to contact the Da’naxda’xw/
Awaetlala First Nation Office to learn more about
cultural protocol and cultural heritage values in the
conservancy. Provide contact information for the
First Nation on the BC Parks website.

Objective 2. Protect biodiversity and natural environment values.
Issues

Strategies

Lack of a marine boundary may impact role of
conservancy in protection of marine values.

Recommend the addition of the foreshore to the
legal boundary of the conservancy.

Implementation of ecosystem based management in
the central coast may require baseline research and
ongoing monitoring of focal species and ecological
processes in the conservancy.

Coordinate studies with other organizations to better
understand the focal species and ecological
processes within the conservancy.

Inventory of species at risk is incomplete.

Identify and protect red and blue-listed
species/habitats.

Due to its small size, the conservancy is vulnerable to
adverse effects from adjacent land uses and marine
activities.

Monitor adjacent land uses and marine activities for
potential impacts to conservancy values.
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Objective 3. Manage recreational use to protect cultural heritage and biodiversity
values.
Issues

Strategies

The conservancy’s rocky shoreline and sloped
topography limit boating access and recreational
values. Recreational use may also impact the
protection of Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala spiritual values
associated with Wahkash Point.

Discourage recreational uses of the conservancy.
Do not construct any recreational facilities.
Do not consider any commercial recreational uses in
the conservancy, with the exception of cultural
tourism involving guided interpretation of
Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala cultural heritage features by
the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala First Nation.

Objective 4. Manage development and use of natural resources to protect cultural
heritage and biodiversity values.
Issues

Strategies

Development or use of natural resources may impact
the conservancy’s role in protection of significant
spiritual values and the scenic values of this unique
landform.

Do not pursue resource use or development in the
conservancy.
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4.0 Plan Implementation
An adaptive approach will be applied to management of this conservancy. Adaptive
management involves a five-step process of planning, action, monitoring, evaluation and
revision of management strategies to reflect lessons learned. Adaptive management is
flexible, collaborative, and responsive to public input.
The effectiveness of the management strategies identified in this plan at achieving the
objectives for Wahkash Point Conservancy will be monitored and evaluated by the
Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala First Nation and BC Parks. Management strategies and actions may
change over time to reflect new circumstances and information gained. Management
strategies may also be revised to respond to the implementation of broader objectives of
ecosystem based management in the central coast.2
A priority implementation strategy is to amend the boundary of the conservancy to include
the recommended marine component.
No specific, future management planning is envisioned for Wahkash Point Conservancy.
However, BC Parks will work with the Da’naxda’xw/Awaetlala First Nation to coordinate
planning and management of the Wahkash Point Conservancy, as required.

2

Information on the definition and implementation of Ecosystem Based Management is available at
http://www.ilmb.gov.bc.ca/slrp/lrmp/nanaimo/central_north_coast/index.html
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Appendix A – Appropriate Uses Table
The following table lists existing and potential future uses in Wahkash Point Conservancy.
This is not an exhaustive list of uses that may be considered in this protected area.
The table is provided to summarize the uses which the management planning process has
confirmed are not appropriate in the conservancy. The table also gives a general indication
of the management direction for other uses. The table must be reviewed in conjunction with
the other sections of the management plan.

Activity/Facility

First Nations Cultural Heritage Zone

Activity
Aircraft Access

N/A

Commercial Recreation (facility-based)

N

Commercial Wildlife Viewing (facility-based)

N

Commercial Recreation (no facilities)

N

Cultural Tourism

Y

Filming (commercial)

Y

Hunting

Y

Rock Climbing

N

Scientific Research

Y

3

Facility
Campsites

N

Administrative Buildings and Compounds

N

Backcountry Huts and Shelters

N

Fixed Roof Accommodation

N

Interpretation and Information Buildings

N

Trails

N

Utility Corridors (power/transmission lines and other rights-of-way)

Y

Resource Uses and Other Uses

3

Water Control Infrastructure

N

Harvesting Botanicals (commercial, eg. salal for floral, or mushrooms)

N

Shellfish Aquaculture

N

Communication Sites

N

There are no landing sites for aircraft due to the sloped topography of Wahkash Point Conservancy.
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Legend for Appropriate Uses Table
N

Not an
appropriate
use in this
zone

Y

May be an
appropriate
use in this
zone

N/A

Not an
applicable
use in this
zone

 It has been confirmed during the management planning process that this use is not appropriate in
this zone.
 This may be an existing use which the management planning process has determined is no longer
an appropriate use in this zone. The management plan details strategies for addressing this
inappropriate use (e.g., phasing out, closing).
 This indicates that some degree or scale of this use may be appropriate.
 For existing uses, the management plan will provide guidance on the appropriate level or scale of
this use (e.g., direction to reduce, restrict or increase the current level of this activity) and may
address specific restrictions or enhancements (e.g., capacity, appropriate sites, designated trails,
purposes, party size, time of year, etc.).
 For new or expanded uses, this does not constitute approval. This indicates that the use may be
considered for further evaluation and possible approval (e.g., park use permit adjudication,
completion of a review as part of the BC Parks’ Impact Assessment Process). In some cases the
appropriateness may not be confirmed until further assessments are completed.
 This is applied where it is not feasible for the use to take place in this zone (e.g., mooring buoys in
a terrestrial zone).
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