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Section 5
Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening
(KP 648+000 to KP 650+000)

HIRSCH CREEK CROSSING – CORRIDOR WIDENING (KP 648+000 TO KP 650+000)

Detailed construction planning identified a location at Hirsch Creek, slightly north of
the current crossing location, which would allow for an isolated trenched installation
technique and lessen the potential for adverse effects. The Application Corridor is
being widened to include this alternate crossing location (see Figure 5-1).
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5.1

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

The environmental effects assessment is provided in Sections 4 to 10 of the
Application. The following subsections evaluate the potential adverse effects on the
environment associated with the construction, operations, and decommissioning and
abandonment of the Application Corridor revisions that have not been assessed in the
Application.

1
2
3
4
5
5.1.1

Geophysical Environment

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on the
geophysical environment is presented in Section 5 of the Application. Baseline
conditions and potential adverse effects on the atmospheric environment for the
Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening are comparable to those presented in the
Application. Therefore the Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not
change the characterization and assessment of potential adverse effects on soil
capability, terrain integrity or ARD presented in the Application.

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
5.1.2

Atmospheric Environment

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on the
atmospheric environment is presented in Section 6 of the Application. Baseline
conditions and potential adverse effects on the atmospheric environment for the
Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening are comparable to those presented in the
Application. Therefore the Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not
change the characterization and assessment of potential adverse effects on the
acoustic environment, air quality or GHG emissions presented in the Application.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
5.1.3
20
21
22
23
24
25

Section 5
Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening
(KP 648+000 to KP 650+000)

Aquatic Environment

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on the aquatic
environment is provided in Section 7 of the Application. The following subsections
present a summary of changes to effects or characterization of effects on fish and fish
habitat and on surface water and groundwater along the proposed Hirsch Creek
Crossing – Corridor Widening. These subsections address only those effects that are
likely to change, relative to the assessment provided in the Application.
Baseline Information

26

Section 7.4 of the Application provides baseline information for the following VCs:

27
28

•

Protection of Recreationally, Commercially and/or Culturally Important Fish or
Fish Habitat

29

•

Species of Conservation Concern

30

•

Surface Water
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1

•

2
3

Table 5-1 describes variations in baseline conditions that result from the Hirsch Creek
corridor revision.

Groundwater

Table 5-1: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Aquatic Environment at the Hirsch Creek
Crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Protection of Recreationally,
Commercially and/or Culturally
Important Fish or Fish Habitat

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening may result in changes in
specific locations of watercourse crossings, but does not introduce
situations that are materially different from those assessed in the
Application.

Species of Conservation Concern

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening may result in changes in
specific locations of watercourse crossings, but does not introduce any
new species of conservation concern.

Surface Water

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening may result in changes to
watercourse crossing locations and encounter minor differences in
surface drainage patterns, but does not introduce situations that are
materially different from those assessed in the Application.

Groundwater

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in
changes to the baseline conditions described for groundwater resources
in the Application.

Effects Assessment

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects on the
aquatic environment during the construction, operations, and decommissioning and
abandonment phases of the proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the
potential residual adverse effects, mitigation and determination of significance
identified in the Application remain the same.

4
5
6
7
8
9
5.1.4
10
11
12
13
14
15

Vegetation

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on vegetation is
provided in Section 8 of the Application. This section presents an assessment of the
potential adverse effects of the proposed Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening
on vegetation. The assessment presents a summary description of the biophysical
environment and a description of the vegetation VCs and baseline conditions affected
by the Corridor Widening.
Baseline Information

16
17
18
19

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening encompasses approximately 38.3 ha
of land. Vegetation communities within this Corridor Widening were mapped and
analyzed using TEM. In the Corridor Widening, there are no old forests, Douglas-fir
dominated forests or Blue or Red-listed ecological communities. There are
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1
2

approximately 2.4 ha of trembling aspen-dominated/deciduous-dominated forests in
the Corridor Widening (Appendix D).

3
4
5
6
7

There are no historical or observed occurrences of any rare plants in the area of this
Corridor Widening. There are no specific known weed occurrences in the area of the
Corridor Widening, and weed issues are likely to be similar to those on the
Application Corridor. Traditionally important plants are expected to be similar to
those on the Application Corridor.
Effects Assessment

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to vegetation remain the same.

8
9
10
11
12
13
5.1.5

Wetlands

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on wetland
function is provided in Section 9 of the Application. The following subsections
present an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the proposed Hirsch Creek
Crossing – Corridor Widening on the Wetland Function VC.

14
15
16
17

Baseline Information

The baseline information used to assess wetland function included review of available
information, TEM ground surveys and aerial imagery interpretation, detailed in the
Application. The proposed Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not
extend outside the Wetlands LSA presented in the Application, and there were no
wetlands identified in the Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening.

18
19
20
21
22

Effects Assessment

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to wetland function remain the same.

23
24
25
26
27
28
5.1.6
29
30

Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on wildlife and
wildlife habitat is provided in Section 10 of the Application. This section presents the
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assessment of potential adverse effects of the Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor
Widening on wildlife and wildlife habitat.

1
2

Baseline Information

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening is approximately 3 km long and
does not extend outside the project LSA presented in the Application. A summary of
baseline conditions associated with the Corridor Widening is presented in Table 5-2.

3
4
5

Table 5-2: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat at the Hirsch
Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat

The baseline conditions presented in the Application are comparable to the
baseline conditions within the Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening, which
crosses similar habitat. The baseline conditions presented in the Application
reflect existing and field survey data. Because baseline conditions are comparable
to those presented in the Application, the wildlife habitat suitability model results
are still relevant. The widened corridor does not encounter any provincially
identified wildlife areas.

Effects Assessment

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to wildlife and wildlife habitat remain the same.

6
7
8
9
10
11

5.2

ECONOMY EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

The economic effects assessment is provided in Section 12 of the Application. The
following subsections evaluate the potential adverse effects on the economy
associated with the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment
of the proposed Application Corridor revision.

12
13
14
15
5.2.1

Economy and Employment and Labour Force

16
17
18

The following subsections provide information to assess the potential economic
effects associated with the construction, operations, and decommissioning and
abandonment of the proposed Corridor Widening.

19
20
21

This section presents an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the Hirsch
Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening on economy, namely, the Economy VC and
Employment and Labour Force VC.
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Baseline Information

Table 5-4 presents a summary of baseline conditions for the Economy and
Employment and Labour Force VCs.

1
2

Table 5-3: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Economy at the Hirsch Creek Crossing –
Corridor Widening
Valued Component
Economy
Employment and Labour
Force

Baseline Conditions
The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening is directly adjacent to the
Application Corridor, located in the Regional District of Kitimat Stikine,
approximately 2.5 km from the District of Kitimat and approximately 40.0 km from
the City of Terrace.

Effects Assessment

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to economy and employment and labour force remain the same.

3
4
5
6
7
8

5.3

Sections 13 to 16 of the Application describe the potential social effects of the
proposed Project. The following subsections provide information to assess the
potential social effects associated with the construction, operations, and
decommissioning and abandonment of the proposed Corridor Widening.

9
10
11
12
5.3.1
13
14
15

SOCIAL EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

Land and Resource Use

This subsection presents an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the Hirsch
Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening on the Land and Resource VCs, namely Current
Use of Land and Resources and Domestic Water Supply.
Baseline Information

16
17

Baseline conditions for the Current Use of Land and Resources and Domestic Water
Supply VCs are provided in Table 5-4.
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Table 5-4: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Land and Resource Use at the Hirsch Creek
Crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Current Use of Land and
Resources

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening interacts with the same land and
resource features described in the Application.
The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not include OGMAs,
mineral tenures, oil and gas tenures, existing pipelines, ALR, UWRs, Crown range
tenures, woodlots, known trails, commercial recreation tenures, VQOs or parks
and protected areas.
The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not cross the UWR
identified as u-6-009 in the Application. The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor
Widening includes registered guide outfitting tenure 601071.

Domestic Water Supply

Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not include registered water
wells, registered points of diversion, or community watersheds.

Effects Assessment

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to land and resource use remain the same.

1
2
3
4
5
6
5.3.2
7
8
9
10

Community and Regional Infrastructure and Services

This section presents an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the Hirsch
Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening on the Community and Regional Infrastructure
and Services VCs, namely, Community Utilities and Services, Transportation
Infrastructure and Services and Community Quality of Life.
Baseline Information

11
12
13

Baseline conditions for the Community Utilities and Services, Transportation
Infrastructure and Services and Community Quality of Life VCs are provided in
Table 5-5.
Table 5-5: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Community and Regional Infrastructure and
Services at the Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Community Utilities and
Services

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening baseline conditions for the
Community Utilities and Services VC are not expected to differ from those described
in the Application.

Transportation
Infrastructure and
Services

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not include provincial
highways, however resource roads are located in the widened area. No rail lines are
located in the Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening.
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Table 5-5: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Community and Regional Infrastructure and
Services at the Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening (cont'd)
Valued Component
Community Quality of
Life

Baseline Conditions
The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening baseline conditions for the
Community Quality of Life VC are not expected to differ from those described in the
Application.

Effects Assessment

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to community and regional infrastructure and services remain the same.

1
2
3
4
5
6
5.3.3
7
8
9
10
11

Traditional Land and Resource Use

The following subsections present a summary of changes to effects or
characterization of effects to traditional land and resource use along the proposed
Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening. These subsections address only those
effects that are likely to change, relative to the assessment provided in Section 16 of
the Application.
Baseline Information

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

This subsection presents an overview of the traditional land and resource use setting
as it relates to the current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes and
cultural sites VCs. The information in this subsection was compiled through a review
of publicly available harvest data, ATK and TLU reports, the results of consultation
with Aboriginal community representatives, and TLU studies conducted with
potentially affected Aboriginal groups. The issues identified from these sources and
through consultation activities with potentially affected Aboriginal groups are
presented in Section 16 of the Application and incorporated in the relevant
subsections below. Detailed baseline information related to current use of lands for
traditional purposes and cultural sites VCs is also provided in Section 23 of the
Application. Coastal GasLink has consulted with Aboriginal groups that may be
affected by the proposed Project or that may have an interest in the proposed Project.

24
25
26
27
28
29

This assessment considers the potential adverse effects of the proposed Corridor
Widening on the traditional land and resource use of potentially affected Aboriginal
groups and draws on the information compiled in Sections 16 and 23 of the
Application. Potential resource use issues, as identified by participating Aboriginal
groups that have historically used or presently use the Traditional Land and Resource
Use RSA to maintain a traditional lifestyle, and the results of the literature and
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1
2
3
4
5

desktop review, are described in Section 23. The results of the literature and desktop
review were verified and augmented through TLU studies by potentially affected
communities and are also provided in Section 23 of the Application. The standards
and guidance outlined in Section 3.2 of the Application were adhered to for the
assessment.

6
7

Baseline conditions for the Current Use of Land and Resources for Traditional
Purposes VC are provided in Table 5-6.
Table 5-6: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Traditional Land and Resource Use at the
Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Current Use of Land and
Resources for Traditional
Purposes

The preliminary results of TLU studies conducted to date for the proposed Project
as well as the results of the literature and desktop review (see Section 23 of the
Application) indicate that Aboriginal groups continue to use Crown lands
throughout the Traditional Land and Resource Use RSA for a variety of purposes
including hunting, trapping, fishing and plant gathering, as well as through the use
of trails and travelways on the landscape to access subsistence resources and
neighbouring communities. The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening falls
within Kitselas First Nation and Haisla Nation traditional territories. The Haisla
wa'wais (traditional stewardship area) area called Laxakas (Hirsch Creek) falls
within this Corridor Widening. It is important to keep the owner of the wa’wais
informed about the Corridor Widening and activities out of respect. Hirsch Creek
has a number of current and historic uses associated with it including hunting,
fishing, trapping, travel of trails and habitation sites.

Cultural Sites

The preliminary results of TLU studies conducted to date for the proposed Project
as well as the results of the literature and desktop review (see Section 23 of the
Application) indicate that Aboriginal groups continue to use Crown lands
throughout the Traditional Land and Resource Use RSA for a variety of purposes
including spiritual and cultural pursuits.

Effects Assessment
8
9
10
11
12
13

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to traditional land and resource use remain the same.

14
15
16
17
18
19

Consultation with potentially affected Aboriginal groups is ongoing. Coastal GasLink
will continue TLU discussions with interested communities and the results of any
studies received following submission of this Addendum to the Application will
inform ongoing, detailed planning for the proposed Project. Refer to Section 23 in the
Application for further information regarding the development and progress of each
participating community’s TLU study conducted for the proposed Project.
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5.4

HERITAGE EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

The heritage effects assessment is provided in Section 18 of the Application. The
following subsections evaluate the potential heritage effects associated with the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment of the proposed
Application Corridor revision that have not been assessed in the Application.

1
2
3
4
5.4.1
5
6
7
8
9

Section 5
Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening
(KP 648+000 to KP 650+000)

Heritage Resources

This section presents the assessment of the potential adverse effects of the proposed
Corridor Widening on heritage resources. Heritage resources are the physical remains
of past human activities as well as sites and resources of value or importance to
human populations. Heritage resources are described using the following four
categories:

10

•

Archaeological Sites

11

•

Historic Sites

12

•

Palaeontological Sites

13

•

Architectural Sites

Baseline Information
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

To understand the proposed Project setting in reference to the discipline of
archaeology, a pre-field AOA was conducted in concert with the Heritage Inspection
Permit application process. The AOA included a site file search of the previously
recorded archaeological sites using the BC Heritage Resource Inventory Application
and Remote Access to Archaeological Data. Results were analysed and tabulated to
determine if any sites would be in conflict with the proposed Hirsch Creek Crossing –
Corridor Widening.

21
22

A summary of baseline conditions for the Heritage Resources VCs are provided in
Table 5-7.
Table 5-7: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Heritage Resources at the Hirsch Creek
Crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Archaeological Sites

No sites have been identified.

Historic Sites

No sites have been identified.

Palaeontological Sites

No sites have been identified.

Architectural Sites

No sites have been identified.

Effects Assessment
23
24

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
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the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to heritage resources remain the same.

1
2
3
4

5.5

The health effects assessment is provided in Section 20 of the Application. The
following subsections evaluate the potential health effects associated with the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment of the proposed
Application Corridor revision that have not been assessed in the Application.

5
6
7
8
5.5.1
9
10
11

HEALTH EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

Human and Ecological Health

This section presents the assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed
Application Corridor revision on human and ecological health at the Hirsch Creek
Crossing – Corridor Widening.
Baseline Information

12
13
14
15
16

Changes to baseline information for the assessment of potential adverse effects of the
proposed Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening on human and ecological
health are summarized in the baseline characterization for Vegetation (Section 5.1.4),
Wildlife (Section 5.1.6), Aquatic Environment (Section 5.1.3) and Traditional Land
and Resource Use (Section 5.3.3).
Effects Assessment

17
18
19
20
21
22

The Hirsch Creek Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to human and ecological health remain the same.
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6.0
1
2
3
4
5
6

Section 6
Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening (KP
655+400 to KP 662+300)

KITIMAT VALLEY – CORRIDOR WIDENING (KP 655+400 TO KP 662+300)

Detailed construction planning and further information about the Pine Creek
Covenant have resulted in the identification of construction ROW options. In addition,
consultation with stakeholders confirmed an interest in avoiding disturbance of land
within the Pine Creek Covenant and maintaining as much of the old forest west of
Pine Creek as practical. The Application Corridor is being widened to accommodate
these options (see Figure 6-1).
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6.1

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

The environmental effects assessment is provided in Sections 4 to 10 of the
Application. The following subsections evaluate the potential adverse effects on the
environment associated with the construction, operations, and decommissioning and
abandonment of the Application Corridor revisions that have not been assessed in the
Application.

1
2
3
4
5
6.1.1

Geophysical Environment

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on the
geophysical environment is presented in Section 5 of the Application. Baseline
conditions and potential adverse effects on the geophysical environment for the
Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening are comparable to those presented in the
Application. Therefore, the Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not change the
characterization and assessment of potential adverse effects on soil capability, terrain
integrity or ARD presented in the Application.

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
6.1.2

Atmospheric Environment

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on the
atmospheric environment is presented in Section 6 of the Application. Baseline
conditions and potential adverse effects on the atmospheric environment for the
Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening are comparable to those presented in the
Application. Therefore, the Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not change the
characterization and assessment of potential adverse effects on the acoustic
environment, air quality or GHG emissions presented in the Application.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
6.1.3
20
21
22
23
24
25

Section 6
Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening (KP
655+400 to KP 662+300)

Aquatic Environment

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on the aquatic
environment is provided in Section 7 of the Application. The following subsections
present a summary of changes to effects or characterization of effects on fish and fish
habitat and on surface water and groundwater along the proposed Kitimat Valley –
Corridor Widening. These subsections address only those effects that are likely to
change, relative to the assessment provided in the Application.
Baseline Information

26

Section 7.4 of the Application provides baseline information for the following VCs:

27
28

•

Protection of Recreationally, Commercially and/or Culturally Important Fish or
Fish Habitat

29

•

Species of Conservation Concern

30

•

Surface Water
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1

•

2
3

Table 6-1 describes variations in baseline conditions that result from the Kitimat
Valley – Corridor Widening.

Groundwater

Table 6-1: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Environmental Effects at the Kitimat Valley –
Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Protection of Recreationally,
Commercially and/or Culturally
Important Fish or Fish Habitat

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening may result in changes in
specific watercourses crossed and locations of watercourse
crossings, but does not introduce situations that are substantially
different from those assessed in the Application.

Species of Conservation Concern

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening may result in changes in
specific watercourses crossed and locations of watercourse
crossings, but does not introduce any new species of conservation
concern.

Surface Water

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening may result in changes in
specific watercourses crossed and watercourse crossing locations
and may encounter minor differences in surface drainage patterns but
does not introduce situations that are substantially different from
those assessed in the Application.

Groundwater

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not result in changes to
potential adverse effects on groundwater resources from the
proposed Project.

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not result in any material change to the
potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects on the aquatic
environment during the construction, operations, and decommissioning and
abandonment phases of the proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the
potential residual adverse effects, mitigation and determination of significance
identified in the Application remain the same.

4
5
6
7
8
9
6.1.4
10
11
12
13
14
15

Vegetation

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on vegetation is
provided in Section 8 of the Application. This section presents an assessment of the
potential adverse effects of the proposed Coastal GasLink Kitimat Valley – Corridor
Widening on vegetation. The assessment presents a summary description of the
biophysical environment and a description of the vegetation VCs and baseline
conditions affected by the Corridor Widening.
Baseline Information

16
17
18

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening encompasses approximately 327.9 ha of
land. Vegetation communities in this revision were mapped and analyzed using TEM.
In the revision, there are approximately 58.2 ha of old forest, no Douglas-fir
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1
2
3

dominated forest, less than 0.10 ha of trembling aspen-dominated/deciduousdominated forests, 17.9 ha of Red-listed ecological communities and 39.1 ha of Bluelisted ecological communities (Appendix D).

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

A summary of the ecological communities of concern along the Corridor Widening
and how they relate to the Application pipeline route is included in Appendix D.
Overall, within the pipeline route in the Coast and Mountains Ecoprovince, Red-listed
communities represent 2.68% and Blue-listed communities represent 13.33% of the
corridor. The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening contains approximately 11.92%
Blue-listed communities and 5.46% Red-listed communities. Within the Corridor
Widening, old forest makes up 17.75% of the native vegetation. Trembling aspen or
deciduous-dominated forest makes up approximately 1.66% of the pipeline route
within the Ecoprovince; in the Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening, these forests
make up approximately 0.030% of the widened section.
Ecological Communities of Concern and Plant Species at Risk

14
15
16
17
18

In addition to the ecological communities of concern identified in the Application,
occurrences of two Red-listed and one Blue-listed wetland communities were found
along the Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening. All the Red and Blue-listed wetland
communities identified along the Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening had been
previously observed at other locations along the proposed route.

19
20
21
22
23

The Red and Blue-listed wetland communities were found to cover approximately
3.6 ha (1%) of the Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening, which is substantially lower
than the amount of Red and Blue-listed wetland communities known to occur within
the Wetland Local Study Area (total of 4,041 ha or 35% of the Wetland Local Study
Area) discussed in the Application.

24
25
26

The proportion of the Blue-listed communities, old forests and trembling
aspen/deciduous-dominated forests are lower than the average percentages calculated
along the Application Corridor within the Coast and Mountains Ecoprovince.

27
28
29
30
31
32
33

There are no historical occurrences of any rare plants, including white bark pine, in
the area of this Corridor Widening. No rare plants were discovered in this area during
field surveys. There are no recorded weed occurrences in the area of the Corridor
Widening, and weed issues are likely to be similar to those on the Application
Corridor. Traditionally important plants are expected to be similar to those on the
Application Corridor.
Effects Assessment

34
35
36

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not result in any material change to the
potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
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proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to vegetation remain the same.

1
2
3
6.1.5

Wetlands

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on wetland
function is provided in Section 9 of the Application. The following subsections
present an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the proposed Kitimat Valley
– Corridor Widening on the Wetland Function VC.

4
5
6
7

Baseline Information

The evaluation assessed wetland function through desktop review, TEM ground
surveys and aerial imagery interpretation and is detailed in the Application. The
Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not extend outside the areas examined in
the Application. The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening contains approximately 23
ha of wetland, which is included in the estimates of wetland area in the Application.

8
9
10
11
12

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not result in any material change to the
potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to wetlands remain the same.

13
14
15
16
17
18
6.1.6
19
20
21
22

Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on wildlife and
wildlife habitat is provided in Section 10 of the Application. This section presents the
assessment of potential adverse effects of the Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening on
wildlife and wildlife habitat.
Baseline Information

23
24
25

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening is approximately 7 km long and does not
extend outside the areas discussed and assessed in the Application. A summary of
baseline conditions associated with the Corridor Widening is presented in Table 6-2.
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Table 6-2: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat at the Kitimat
Valley – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat

The baseline conditions presented in the Application are comparable to the
baseline conditions within the Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening, which crosses
similar habitat. The baseline conditions presented in the Application reflect
existing and field survey data, which is representative of conditions within the
Application LSA. Because baseline conditions are comparable to those presented
in the Application, the wildlife habitat suitability model results are still relevant. The
widened corridor does not encounter any provincially identified wildlife areas.

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not result in any material change to the
potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to wildlife and wildlife habitat remain the same.

1
2
3
4
5
6

6.2

ECONOMY EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

The economic effects assessment is provided in Section 12 of the Application. The
following subsections evaluate the potential adverse effects on the economy
associated with the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment
of the proposed Application Corridor revision.

7
8
9
10
6.2.1

Economy and Employment and Labour Force

11
12
13

The following subsections provide information to assess the potential economic
effects associated with the construction, operations, and decommissioning and
abandonment of the proposed Corridor Widening.

14
15
16

This section presents an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the Kitimat
Valley – Corridor Widening on economy, namely, the Economy VC and Employment
and Labour Force VC.
Baseline Information

17
18

Baseline conditions for the Economy and Employment and Labour Force VCs are
provided in Table 6-3.
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Table 6-3: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Economy at the Kitimat Valley – Corridor
Widening
Valued Component
Economy
Employment and Labour
Force

Baseline Conditions
The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening is directly adjacent to the Application
Corridor, and is located in municipal boundaries of the District of Kitimat, in the
Kitimat-Stikine Regional District.

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not result in any material change to the
potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to economy remain the same.

1
2
3
4
5
6

6.3

Sections 13 to 16 of the Application describe the potential social effects of the
proposed Project. The following subsections provide information to assess the
potential social effects associated with the construction, operations, and
decommissioning and abandonment of the proposed Corridor Widening.

7
8
9
10
6.3.1
11
12
13

SOCIAL EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

Land and Resource Use

This section presents an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the Kitimat
Valley – Corridor Widening on the Land and Resource VCs, namely, Current Use of
Land and Resources and Domestic Water Supply.
Baseline Information

14
15

Baseline conditions for the Current Use of Land and Resources and Domestic Water
Supply VCs are provided in Table 6-4.
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Table 6-4: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Land and Resource Use at the Kitimat Valley –
Corridor Widening
Valued Component
Current Use of Land and
Resources

Baseline Conditions
The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening interacts with the same land and resource
features described in the Application.
The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not include OGMAs, UWRs, oil and
gas tenures, existing pipelines, ALR, Crown range tenures, TFLs, woodlots, or
parks and protected areas.
Two quarry tenures, held by the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
(MOTI), are located in the Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening. Aggregate pits are
discussed in the Application. During more advanced stages of planning,
discussions with the MOTI will be undertaken to confirm mitigation.
The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening crosses registered guide outfitter territory
601071.
The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not overlap with any commercial
recreation tenures.
The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening includes the South Hirsch Ski Trail.
Depending on the detailed construction planning, the trail may be crossed.
Potential contamination issues could exist in the Kitimat Valley – Corridor
Widening as a result of industrial development near the corridor. Contaminated
areas will be avoided where possible. Where necessary, further examination will
be conducted and appropriate mitigation applied.

Domestic Water Supply

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not include registered water wells,
registered points of diversion, or community watersheds.

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not result in any material change to the
potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to land and resource use remain the same.

1
2
3
4
5
6

6.4
7
8
9
10

COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES

This section presents an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the Kitimat
Valley – Corridor Widening on the Community and Regional Infrastructure and
Services VCs, namely, Community Utilities and Services, Transportation
Infrastructure and Services and Community Quality of Life.
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Baseline Information

Baseline conditions for the Community Utilities and Services, Transportation
Infrastructure and Services and Community Quality of Life VCs are provided in
Table 6-5.

1
2
3

Table 6-5: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Community and Regional Infrastructure and
Services at the Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Community Utilities and
Services

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening baseline conditions for the Community
Utilities and Services VC are not expected to differ from those described in the
Application.

Transportation
Infrastructure and
Services

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not include provincial highways;
however, it does include resource roads and the Kitamaat Village Road. The
Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not include rail lines or airport facilities.

Community Quality of Life

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening baseline conditions for the Community
Quality of Life VC are not expected to differ from those described in the
Application.

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not result in any material change to the
potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to community and regional infrastructure and services remain the same.

4
5
6
7
8
9
6.4.2
10
11
12
13
14

Traditional Land and Resource Use

The following subsections present a summary of changes to effects or
characterization of effects to traditional land and resource use along the proposed
Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening. These subsections address only those effects
that are likely to change, relative to the assessment provided in Section 16 of the
Application.
Baseline Information

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

This subsection presents an overview of the traditional land and resource use setting
as it relates to the current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes and
cultural sites VCs. The information in this subsection was compiled through a review
of publicly available harvest data, ATK and TLU reports, the results of consultation
with Aboriginal community representatives, and TLU studies conducted with
potentially affected Aboriginal groups. The issues identified from these sources and
through consultation activities with potentially affected Aboriginal groups are
presented in Section 16 of the Application and incorporated in the relevant
subsections below. Detailed baseline information related to current use of lands for
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1
2
3
4

traditional purposes and cultural sites VCs is also provided in Section 23 of the
Application for an EAC. Coastal GasLink has consulted with Aboriginal groups that
may be affected by the proposed Project or that may have an interest in the proposed
Project.

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

This assessment considers the potential adverse effects of the proposed Corridor
Widening on the traditional land and resource use of potentially affected Aboriginal
groups and draws on the information compiled in Sections 16 and 23 of the
Application. Potential resource use issues, as identified by participating Aboriginal
groups that have historically used or presently use the Traditional Land and Resource
Use RSA to maintain a traditional lifestyle, and the results of the literature and
desktop review, are described in Section 23. The results of the literature and desktop
review were verified and augmented through TLU studies by potentially affected
communities and are also provided in Section 23 of the Application. The standards
and guidance outlined in Section 3.2 of the Application were adhered to for the
assessment.

16
17

Baseline conditions for the Current Use of Land and Resources for Traditional
Purposes VC are provided in Table 6-6.
Table 6-6: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Traditional Land and Resource Use at the
Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Current Use of Land and
Resources for Traditional
Purposes

The preliminary results of TLU studies conducted to date for the proposed Project
as well as the results of the literature and desktop review (see Section 23 of the
Application) indicate that Aboriginal groups continue to use Crown lands
throughout the Traditional Land and Resource Use RSA for a variety of purposes
including hunting, trapping, fishing and plant gathering, as well as through the use
of trails and travelways on the landscape to access subsistence resources and
neighbouring communities. The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening falls within
Haisla Nation traditional territory. Haisla Nation owns lot #6010 and 6009,
currently in fee simple and application has been made to transition these lands to
reserves.

Cultural Sites

The preliminary results of TLU studies conducted to date for the proposed Project
as well as the results of the literature and desktop review (see Section 23 of the
Application) indicate that Aboriginal groups continue to use Crown lands
throughout the Traditional Land and Resource Use RSA for a variety of purposes
including spiritual and cultural pursuits.

Effects Assessment
18
19
20
21
22
23

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not result in any material change to the
potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to traditional land and resource use remain the same.
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Consultation with potentially affected Aboriginal groups is ongoing. Coastal GasLink
will continue TLU discussions with interested groups, and the results of any studies
received following submission of this Application will inform ongoing, detailed
planning for the proposed Project. Refer to Section 23 in the Application for further
information regarding the development and progress of each participating
community’s TLU study conducted for the proposed Project.

1
2
3
4
5
6

6.5

HERITAGE EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

The heritage effects assessment is provided in Section 18 of the Application. The
following subsections evaluate the potential heritage effects associated with the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment of the proposed
Application Corridor revision that have not been assessed in the Application.

7
8
9
10
6.5.1

Heritage Resources

11
12
13
14
15

This section presents the assessment of the potential adverse effects of the proposed
Corridor Widening on heritage resources. Heritage resources are the physical remains
of past human activities as well as sites and resources of value or importance to
human populations. Heritage resources are described using the following four
categories:

16

•

Archaeological Sites

17

•

Historic Sites

18

•

Palaeontological Sites

19

•

Architectural Sites

Baseline Information
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

To understand the proposed Project setting in reference to the discipline of
archaeology, a pre-field AOA was conducted in concert with the Heritage Inspection
Permit application process. The AOA included a site file search of the previously
recorded archaeological sites using the BC Heritage Resource Inventory Application
and Remote Access to Archaeological Data. Results were analysed and tabulated to
determine if any sites would be in conflict with the proposed Kitimat Valley –
Corridor Widening.

27
28

A summary of baseline conditions for the Heritage Resources VCs is provided in
Table 6-7.

CGL4703-CGP-REG-RP-004
Page 70 of 107

Issued for Use

Revision 0
March 2014

Coastal GasLink Pipeline Project
Addendum to the Application for an
Environmental Assessment Certificate

Section 6
Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening (KP
655+400 to KP 662+300)

Table 6-7: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Heritage Resources at the Kitimat Valley –
Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Archaeological Sites

No sites have been identified.

Historic Sites

No sites have been identified.

Palaeontological Sites

No sites have been identified.

Architectural Sites

No sites have been identified.

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening does not result in any material change to the
potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to heritage resources remain the same.

1
2
3
4
5
6

6.6

The health effects assessment is provided in Section 20 of the Application. The
following subsections evaluate the potential health effects associated with the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment of the proposed
Application Corridor revision that have not been assessed in the Application.

7
8
9
10
6.6.1
11
12

HEALTH EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

Human and Ecological Health

This section presents the assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed
Application corridor revision on human and ecological health at the Kitimat Valley.
Baseline Information

13
14
15
16
17

Changes to baseline information for the assessment of potential adverse effects of the
proposed Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening on human and ecological health are
summarized in the baseline characterization for Vegetation (Section 6.1.4), Wildlife
(Section 6.1.6), Aquatic Environment (Section 6.1.3) and Traditional Land and
Resource Use (Section 6.1.9).

18
19
20
21

The Corridor Widening is within 500 m of an industrial area that has had probable
sources of contamination in the past as well as aboveground storage tanks and other
industrial activities which may have resulted in spills or other environmental
contamination.
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Effects Assessment
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

To address potential health concerns, a Stage 1 Environmental Site Assessment
(ESA) will be carried out before construction, if necessary, to obtain information
delineating potential locations of contaminants in soil or groundwater. The final
Project design will take into consideration the location and nature of identified
contamination. Pending the results of the Stage 1 ESA, a Stage 2 ESA may be needed
to conduct more detailed soil and groundwater characterization. By implementing this
process, BC Contaminated Sites Regulations will be followed, which will avoid
contamination and contaminant pathways to human or ecological receptors.
The potential residual adverse effects associated with human and ecological health
were presented in the Application. With the ESA recommended above, the proposed
Corridor Widening will not result in any material change to the effects, mitigation or
residual effects during the construction, operations, decommissioning and
abandonment phases of the proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the
potential residual adverse effects, mitigation, and determination of significance
identified in the Application remain the same.

CGL4703-CGP-REG-RP-004
Page 72 of 107

Issued for Use

Revision 0
March 2014

Section 7
Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening
(KP 664+200 to LNG CANADA EXPort
Facility)

Coastal GasLink Pipeline Project
Addendum to the Application for an
Environmental Assessment Certificate

7.0

1
2
3
4

KITIMAT RIVER CROSSING – CORRIDOR WIDENING (KP 664+200 TO LNG CANADA
EXPORT FACILITY)

A trenchless crossing of the Kitimat River is planned adjacent to the proposed LNG
Canada export facility. Recent information indicates the route near the LNG plant
may need to be adjusted. The Application Corridor is being widened to allow the
flexibility required for detailed engineering design (see Figure 7-1).
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7.1

The environmental effects assessment is provided in Sections 4 to 10 of the
Application. The following subsections evaluate the potential adverse effects on the
environment associated with the construction, operations, and decommissioning and
abandonment of the Application Corridor revisions that have not been assessed in the
Application.

1
2
3
4
5
7.1.1

Geophysical Environment

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on the
geophysical environment is presented in Section 5 of the Application. Baseline
conditions and potential effects on the geophysical environment for the Kitimat River
Crossing – Corridor Widening are comparable to those presented in the Application.
Therefore, the Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not change the
characterization and assessment of potential adverse effects on soil capability, terrain
integrity or ARD presented in the Application.

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
7.1.2

Atmospheric Environment

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on the
atmospheric environment is presented in Section 6 of the Application. Baseline
conditions and potential effects on the atmospheric environment for the Kitimat River
Crossing – Corridor Widening are comparable to those presented in the Application.
Therefore, the Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not change the
characterization and assessment of potential adverse effects on the acoustic
environment, air quality or GHG emissions presented in the Application.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
7.1.3
20
21
22
23
24
25

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

Aquatic Environment

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on the aquatic
environment is provided in Section 7 of the Application. The following subsections
present a summary of changes to effects or characterization of effects to fish and fish
habitat and to surface water and groundwater along the proposed Kitimat River
Crossing – Corridor Widening. These subsections address only those effects that are
likely to change, relative to the assessment provided in the Application.
Baseline Information

26

Section 7.4 of the Application provides baseline information for the following VCs:

27
28

•

Protection of Recreationally, Commercially and/or Culturally Important Fish or
Fish Habitat

29

•

Species of Conservation Concern

30

•

Surface Water
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1

•

2
3

Table 7-1 describes variations in baseline conditions that result from the Kitimat
River Crossing – Corridor Widening.

Groundwater

Table 7-1: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Environmental at the Kitimat River Crossing –
Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Protection of Recreationally,
Commercially and/or Culturally
Important Fish or Fish Habitat

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening may result in a change in
the location of the crossing of the Kitimat River, but does not introduce
situations that are substantially different from those assessed in the
Application.

Species of Conservation Concern

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening may result in a change in
the location of the crossing of the Kitimat River, but does not introduce
additional species of conservation concern.

Surface Water

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening may result in a change in
the location of the crossing of the Kitimat River and encounter minor
differences in surface drainage patterns but does not introduce situations
that are substantially different from those assessed in the Application.

Groundwater

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in changes
to potential effects to groundwater resources from the proposed Project.

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the effects, mitigation or residual effects on the aquatic environment during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation, and determination of significance identified in the Application
remain the same.

4
5
6
7
8
9
7.1.4
10
11
12
13
14
15

Vegetation

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on vegetation is
provided in Section 8 of the Application. This section presents an assessment of the
potential adverse effects of the proposed Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening
on vegetation. The assessment presents a summary description of the biophysical
environment and a description of the vegetation VCs and baseline conditions affected
by the Corridor Widening.
Baseline Information

16
17
18
19

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening encompasses approximately 17.8 ha
of land. Vegetation communities within this Corridor Widening were mapped and
analyzed using TEM. In the Corridor Widening, there were approximately 4.4 ha of
old forest, no Douglas-fir dominated forest, 10.5 ha of trembling aspen/deciduous-
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1
2

dominated, 4.6 ha of Red-listed ecological communities and no Blue-listed ecological
communities (Table 7-2).

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

A summary of the ecological communities of concern along the Corridor Widening
and the relationship to the Application Corridor is included in Table 7-2. Overall,
within the original pipeline route in the Coast and Mountains Ecoprovince, Red-listed
communities represent 2.68% whereas this new revision contains approximately
25.84% Red-listed communities. Old forest makes up approximately 45.73% of the
Application Corridor in the Ecoprovince whereas within this Corridor Widening, old
forest makes up 24.72% of the added native vegetation. While trembling
aspen/deciduous-dominated forest makes up approximately 1.66% of the Application
Corridor, along the Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening, these forests cover
approximately 58.99%.
Ecological Communities of Concern and Plant Species at Risk

13
14

No Red or Blue-listed wetland communities were identified along the Kitimat River
Crossing – Corridor Widening.

15
16
17

There is less old forest along the Corridor Widening than along the Application
Corridor as defined in the Application within the Coast and Mountains Ecoprovince
(Appendix D).

18
19
20
21
22

There are no historical or observed occurrences of any rare plants in the area of this
Corridor Widening. There are no specific known weed occurrences in the area of the
Corridor Widening, and weed issues are likely to be similar to those on the
Application Corridor. Traditionally important plants are expected to be similar to
those on the Application Corridor.
Effects Assessment

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to vegetation remain the same.

23
24
25
26
27
28
7.1.5
29
30
31
32

Wetlands

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on wetland
function is provided in Section 9 of the Application. The following subsections
present an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the proposed Kitimat River
Crossing – Corridor Widening on the Wetland Function VC.
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Baseline Information

The evaluation assessed wetland function for wetlands within the Wetlands LSA
through desktop review, TEM ground surveys and aerial imagery interpretation,
detailed in the Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not extend outside
the areas presented in the Application and no wetlands were identified in the Kitimat
River Crossing– Corridor Widening.

1
2
3
4
5

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to wetlands remain the same.

6
7
8
9
10
11
7.1.6
12
13
14
15

Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat

The assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed Project on Wildlife and
Wildlife Habitat is provided in Section 10 of the Application. This section presents
the assessment of potential adverse effects of the Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor
Widening on wildlife and wildlife habitat.
Baseline Information

16
17
18

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening is approximately 0.6 km long and
does not extend outside the project LSA presented in the Application. A summary of
baseline conditions associated with the Corridor Widening is presented in Table 7-2.
Table 7-2: Summary of Baseline Conditions Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat at the Kitimat River
Crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat

The baseline conditions presented in the Application are comparable to the
baseline conditions within the Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening, which
crosses similar habitat. The baseline conditions presented in the Application were
based on existing and field survey data, which is representative of conditions
within the Application LSA. Because baseline conditions are comparable to those
presented in the Application, the wildlife habitat suitability model results are still
relevant. The widened corridor does not encounter any provincially identified
wildlife areas.

Effects Assessment
19
20
21
22

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
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effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to wildlife and wildlife habitat remain the same.

1
2

7.2

ECONOMY EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

The economic effects assessment is provided in Section 12 of the Application. The
following subsections evaluate the potential adverse effects on the economy
associated with the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment
of the proposed Application Corridor revision.

3
4
5
6
7.2.1
7
8
9
10
11
12

Economy and Employment and Labour Force

The following subsections provide information to assess the potential economic
effects associated with the construction, operations, and decommissioning and
abandonment of the proposed Corridor Widening.
This section presents an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the Kitimat
River Crossing – Corridor Widening on economy, namely, the Economy VC and
Employment and Labour Force VC.
Baseline Information

13
14
15

Baseline conditions for the Economy and Employment and Labour Force VCs are
provided in Table 7-3.
Table 7-3: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Economy at the Kitimat River Crossing –
Corridor Widening
Valued Component
Economy
Employment and Labour
Force

Baseline Conditions
The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening is directly adjacent to the
Application Corridor, and located in municipal boundaries of the District of Kitimat,
in the Kitimat-Stikine Regional District.

Effects Assessment
16
17
18
19
20
21

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to economy remain the same.
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Sections 13 to 16 of the Application describe the potential social effects of the
proposed Project. The following subsections provide information to assess the
potential social effects associated with the construction, operations, and
decommissioning and abandonment of the proposed Application Corridor revision.

1
2
3
4
7.3.1
5
6
7
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Land and Resource Use

This section presents an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the Kitimat
River Crossing – Corridor Widening on the Land and Resource VCs, namely, Current
Use of Land and Resources and Domestic Water Supply.
Baseline Information

8
9
10

Baseline conditions for the Current Use of Land and Resources and Domestic Water
Supply VCs are provided in Table 7-4.
Table 7-4: Summary of Baseline Conditions Land and Resource Use at the Kitimat River
Crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component
Current Use of Land and
Resources

Baseline Conditions
The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening interacts with the same land and
resource features described in the Application.
The Kitimat River Crossing re-route does not include any OGMAs, UWRs, mineral
tenures, oil and gas tenures, ALR, Crown range tenures, TFLs, woodlots, known
trails, commercial recreation tenures or parks and protected areas.
The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not include any registered
guide outfitting areas.
The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening crosses an existing pipeline
belonging to Shell Canada.
Potential contamination issues have been identified in the immediate area.
Contaminated areas will be avoided where possible. Where necessary, further
examination will be conducted and appropriate mitigation applied.

Domestic Water Supply

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not include registered water
wells, registered points of diversion, or community watersheds.

Effects Assessment
11
12
13
14
15
16

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to land and resource use remain the same.
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7.3.2

Community and Regional Infrastructure and Services

This section presents an assessment of the potential adverse effects of the Kitimat
River Crossing – Corridor Widening on the Community and Regional Infrastructure
and Services VCs, namely, Community Utilities and Services, Transportation
Infrastructure and Services and Community Quality of Life.

1
2
3
4

Baseline Information

Baseline conditions for the Community Utilities and Services, Transportation
Infrastructure and Services and Community Quality of Life VCs are provided in
Table 7-5.

5
6
7

Table 7-5: Summary of Baseline Conditions Community and Regional Infrastructure and
Services at the Kitimat River crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Community Utilities and
Services

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening baseline conditions for the
Community Utilities and Services VC are not expected to differ from those
described in the Application.

Transportation
Infrastructure and Services

The Kitimat River Crossing-Corridor Widening does not include provincial
highways; local, access or resource roads; rail lines; or airport facilities.

Community Quality of Life

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening baseline conditions for the
Community Quality of Life VC are not expected to differ from those described in
the Application.

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to community and regional infrastructure and services remain the same.

8
9
10
11
12
13
7.3.3
14
15
16
17
18

Traditional Land and Resource Use

The following subsections present a summary of changes to effects or
characterization of effects to traditional land and resource use along the proposed
Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening. These subsections address only those
effects that are likely to change, relative to the assessment provided in Section 16 of
the Application.
Baseline Information

19
20
21

This subsection presents an overview of the traditional land and resource use setting
as it relates to the current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes and
cultural sites VCs. The information in this subsection was compiled through a review
Revision 0
March 2014

Issued for Use

CGL4703-CGP-REG-RP-004
Page 81 of 107

Section 7
Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening
(KP 664+200 to LNG CANADA EXPort
Facility)

Coastal GasLink Pipeline Project
Addendum to the Application for an
Environmental Assessment Certificate

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

of publicly available harvest data, ATK and TLU reports, the results of consultation
with Aboriginal community representatives, and TLU studies conducted with
potentially affected Aboriginal groups. The issues identified from these sources and
through consultation activities with potentially affected Aboriginal groups are
presented in Section 16 of the Application and incorporated in the relevant
subsections below. Detailed baseline information related to current use of land for
traditional purposes and cultural sites VCs is also provided in Section 23 of the
Application. Coastal GasLink has consulted with Aboriginal groups that may be
affected by the proposed Project or that may have an interest in the proposed Project.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

This assessment considers the potential adverse effects of the proposed Corridor
Widening on the traditional land and resource use of potentially affected Aboriginal
groups and draws on the information compiled in Sections 16 and 23 of the
Application. Potential resource use issues, as identified by participating Aboriginal
groups that have historically used or presently use the Traditional Land and Resource
Use RSA to maintain a traditional lifestyle, and the results of the literature and
desktop review, are described in Section 23. The results of the literature and desktop
review were verified and augmented through TLU studies by potentially affected
communities and are also provided in Section 23 of the Application. The standards
and guidance outlined in Section 3.2 of the Application were adhered to for the
assessment.

21
22

Baseline conditions for the Current Use of Land and Resources for Traditional
Purposes VC are provided in Table 7-6.
Table 7-6: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Traditional Land and Resource Use at the
Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Current Use of Land and
Resources for Traditional
Purposes

The preliminary results of TLU studies conducted to date for the proposed Project
as well as the results of the literature and desktop review (see Section 23 of the
Application) indicate that Aboriginal groups continue to use Crown lands
throughout the Traditional Land and Resource Use RSA for a variety of purposes
including hunting, trapping, fishing and plant gathering, as well as through the use
of trails and travelways on the landscape to access subsistence resources and
neighbouring communities. The Kitimat River – Corridor Widening is located in
and around Kitselas First Nation and Haisla Nation traditional territories. The
widened corridor crosses the Haisla wa'wais (traditional stewardship area) area
called Simgas & Zagwis (the lower Kitimat River and Minette Bay). It is important
to keep the owner of the wa’wais informed about the Project widening and
activities out of respect. There is also a registered trapline (Simgas & Zagwis
trapline (#611T003)), which may be in the area of this Corridor Widening. The
widened corridor is very close to Haisla IR #1 (Miya’naxaas, “Old Town”) which
was a focal Haisla settlement until the late 1960s.

Cultural Sites

The preliminary results of TLU studies conducted to date for the proposed Project
as well as the results of the literature and desktop review (see Section 23 of the
Application) indicate that Aboriginal groups continue to use Crown lands
throughout the Traditional Land and Resource Use RSA for a variety of purposes
including spiritual and cultural pursuits.
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Effects Assessment

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to traditional land and resource use remain the same.

1
2
3
4
5
6

Consultation with potentially affected Aboriginal groups is ongoing. Coastal GasLink
will continue TLU discussions with interested communities and the results of any
studies received following submission of this Addendum to the Application will
inform ongoing, detailed planning for the proposed Project. Refer to Section 23 in the
Application for further information regarding the development and progress of each
participating community’s TLU study conducted for the proposed Project.

7
8
9
10
11
12

7.4

HERITAGE EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

The heritage effects assessment is provided in Section 18 of the Application. The
following subsections evaluate the potential heritage effects associated with the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment of the proposed
Application Corridor revision that have not been assessed in the Application.

13
14
15
16
7.4.1

Heritage Resources

17
18
19
20
21

This section presents the assessment of the potential adverse effects of the proposed
Corridor Widening on heritage resources. Heritage resources are the physical remains
of past human activities as well as sites and resources of value or importance to
human populations. Heritage resources are described using the following four
categories:

22

•

Archaeological Sites

23

•

Historic Sites

24

•

Palaeontological Sites

25

•

Architectural Sites

Baseline Information
26
27
28
29
30

To understand the proposed Project setting in reference to the discipline of
archaeology, a pre-field AOA was conducted in concert with the Heritage Inspection
Permit application process. The AOA included a site file search of the previously
recorded archaeological sites using the BC Heritage Resource Inventory Application
and Remote Access to Archaeological Data. Results were analysed and tabulated to
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1
2

determine if any sites would be in conflict with the proposed Kitimat River Crossing
– Corridor Widening.

3
4

A summary of baseline conditions for the Heritage Resources VCs are provided in
Table 7-7.
Table 7-7: Summary of Baseline Conditions for Heritage Resources at the Kitimat River
Crossing – Corridor Widening
Valued Component

Baseline Conditions

Archaeological Sites

No sites have been identified.

Historic Sites

No sites have been identified.

Palaeontological Sites

No sites have been identified.

Architectural Sites

No sites have been identified.

Effects Assessment

The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to heritage resources remain the same.

5
6
7
8
9
10

7.5

The health effects assessment is provided in Section 20 of the Application. The
following subsections evaluate the potential health effects associated with the
construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment of the proposed
Application Corridor revision that have not been assessed in the Application.

11
12
13
14
7.5.1
15
16
17

HEALTH EFFECTS ASSESSMENT

Human and Ecological Health

This section presents the assessment of potential adverse effects of the proposed
Application Corridor revision on human and ecological health at the Kitimat River
Crossing.
Baseline Information

18
19
20
21
22

Changes to baseline information for the assessment of potential adverse effects of the
proposed Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening on human and ecological
health are summarized in the baseline characterization for Vegetation (Section 7.1.4),
Wildlife (Section 7.1.6), Aquatic Environment (Section 7.1.3) and Traditional Land
and Resource Use (Section 7.3.3).
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Effects Assessment
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

As detailed in the Application, a Stage 1 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) will
be conducted, if necessary, to obtain information delineating potential locations of
contaminants in soil or groundwater associated with the former Methanex Site within
the Kitimat River – Corridor Widening. The final Project design will take into
consideration the location and nature of identified contamination. Pending the results
of the Stage 1 ESA, a Stage 2 ESA may be needed to conduct more detailed soil and
groundwater characterization. By implementing this process, BC Contaminated Sites
Regulations will be followed, which will avoid contamination and contaminant
pathways to human or ecological receptors.
The Kitimat River Crossing – Corridor Widening does not result in any material
change to the potential adverse effects, mitigation or residual adverse effects during
the construction, operations, and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the
proposed Project. Consequently, it is concluded that the potential residual adverse
effects, mitigation and determination of significance identified in the Application
with respect to human and ecological health remain the same.
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8.0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Section 8
Accidents or Malfunctions

ACCIDENTS OR MALFUNCTIONS

The assessment of risks and consequences associated with potential accidents or
malfunctions were presented in Section 21 of the Application. The proposed
Application Corridor revisions do not result in any material change to the risks
identified or to the proposed mitigation during the construction, operations, and
decommissioning and abandonment phases of the proposed Project. Consequently, it
is concluded that the risks and mitigation identified in the Application remain the
same.
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9.0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Section 9
Effects of the Environment on the Proposed
Project

EFFECTS OF THE ENVIRONMENT ON THE PROPOSED PROJECT

The assessment of risks and consequences associated with potential effects of the
environment on the proposed Project were presented in Section 22 of the Application.
The proposed Application Corridor revisions do not result in any material change to
the risks identified or to the proposed mitigation during the construction, operations,
and decommissioning and abandonment phases of the proposed Project.
Consequently, it is concluded that the risks and mitigation identified in the
Application remain the same.
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10.0

Section 10
Aboriginal Consultation

ABORIGINAL CONSULTATION

1
2
3
4
5

This section reports on the results of implementing the Aboriginal Consultation Plan
through Coastal GasLink’s engagement with each Aboriginal group potentially
affected by the proposed Application Corridor revisions. Coastal GasLink consulted
with the following eight Aboriginal groups that may be affected by, or have an
interest in, the proposed Application Corridor revisions:

6

•

Haisla Nation

7

•

Lheidli-T’enneh First Nation

8

•

Nadleh Whut’en First Nation

9

•

Nak’azdli Band

10

•

Stellat’en First Nation

11

•

Yekooche First Nation

12

•

Carrier Sekani Tribal Council

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

These Aboriginal groups are either directly affected by or have expressed a specific
interest in the planning, construction or operations of the proposed Project within the
areas of the Application Corridor revisions. Coastal GasLink remains committed to
ongoing engagement with Aboriginal groups regarding the proposed Application
Corridor revisions. As described in Section 16, Traditional Land and Resource Use,
of the Application, traditional land and resource use includes the extensive land and
water bases on which activities take place, where and how people move on and use
the landscape and where they live. Traditional land and resource use includes
activities conducted in the exercise of asserted or established Aboriginal and treaty
rights. The manner in which this use may be affected by the proposed Project is
presented in Section 16 of the Application and is described specific to each
Application Corridor revision section in this Addendum to the Application.

25
26
27
28

During discussions about the proposed Application Corridor revisions, the Aboriginal
groups listed above identified issues and concerns noted in Section 23 of the
Application. Nak’azdli Band and Lheidli-T’enneh First Nation identified additional
issues described in Sections 10.1.2 and 10.1.4, respectively.
10.1.1 Haisla Nation

29
30
31
32

Coastal GasLink determined that three of the corridor revisions to the Application
Corridor are within the traditional territory of the Haisla Nation: Hirsch Creek
Crossing – Corridor Widening, Kitimat Valley – Corridor Widening and Kitimat
River Crossing – Corridor Widening.

33
34

Coastal GasLink met with Haisla Nation on March 7, 2014, to discuss the three
identified corridor revisions listed above. Coastal GasLink provided an overview of
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1
2
3
4

the revisions, shared the map showing the details of the corridor revisions and
committed to future meetings to continue the discussion about the corridor revisions.
Coastal GasLink explained that an addendum to the Application would be filed with
the BC EAO providing further information on the corridor revisions.

5
6
7
8
9
10
11

In a follow-up to the March 7 meeting, Coastal GasLink sent a letter and map on
March 8, 2014, to Haisla Nation explaining the revisions to the Application Corridor
in their traditional territory. In the letter, Coastal GasLink advised Haisla Nation that
these materials as well as digital shapefiles of the corridor revisions would be
uploaded to the Haisla Nation folder on the Coastal GasLink Sharepoint site. The
letter also noted that Coastal GasLink had met with Haisla Nation to discuss the
corridor revisions, and is available to answer any questions.
10.1.2 Lheidli-T’enneh First Nation

12
13

Coastal GasLink determined that the Stuart River Crossing – Alternate Corridor is
within the traditional territory of the Lheidli-T’enneh First Nation.

14
15
16

Coastal GasLink met with Lheidli-T’enneh First Nation on March 6, 2014, to discuss
the revisions to the Application Corridor. Lheidli-T’enneh First Nation expressed the
desire to have well-labelled maps available.

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

In a follow-up to the March 6 meeting, Coastal GasLink sent a letter and map on
March 8, 2014, to Lheidli-T’enneh First Nation explaining the revisions to the
Application Corridor in their traditional territory. In the letter, Coastal GasLink
advised Lheidli-T’enneh First Nation that these materials as well as digital shapefiles
of the corridor revisions would be uploaded to the Lheidli-T’enneh First Nation folder
on the Coastal GasLink Sharepoint site. The letter also noted that Coastal GasLink
would contact Lheidli-T’enneh First Nation to discuss the revisions, and be available
to answer any questions.
10.1.3 Nadleh Whut’en First Nation

25
26

Coastal GasLink determined that the Highway 16 Crossing – Corridor Widening is
within the traditional territory of Nadleh Whut’en First Nation.

27
28
29
30
31
32

Coastal GasLink met with Nadleh Whut’en First Nation on March 7, 2014 to discuss
the Highway 16 Crossing – Corridor Widening. Coastal GasLink provided an
overview of the revision, shared the map showing the details of the corridor revision
and committed to future meetings to discuss any questions or concerns. Coastal
GasLink explained that an addendum to the Application would be filed with the BC
EAO providing further information on the revision.

33
34
35

In a follow-up to the March 7 meeting, Coastal GasLink sent a letter and map on
March 8, 2014, to Nadleh Whut’en First Nation explaining the revisions to the
Application Corridor in their traditional territory. In the letter, Coastal GasLink
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advised Nadleh Whut’en First Nation that these materials as well as digital shapefiles
of the corridor revisions would be uploaded to the Nadleh Whut’en First Nation
folder on the Coastal GasLink Sharepoint site. The letter also confirmed that Coastal
GasLink had met with Nadleh Whut’en First Nation to discuss the revisions, and is
available to answer any questions.
10.1.4 Nak’azdli Band

6
7

Coastal GasLink determined that the Stuart River Crossing – Alternate Corridor is
within the traditional territory of the Nak’azdli Band.

8
9
10
11
12
13
14

On March 8, 2014, Coastal GasLink sent a letter and map to Nak’azdli Band
explaining the revisions to the Application Corridor in their traditional territory. In
the letter, Coastal GasLink advised Nak’azdli Band that these materials as well as
digital shapefiles of the corridor revisions would be uploaded to the Nak’azdli Band
folder on the Coastal GasLink Sharepoint site. The letter also noted that Coastal
GasLink would meet with Nak’azdli Band to discuss the revisions, and would be
available to answer any questions.

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Coastal GasLink had a conference call with Nak’azdli Band on March 10, 2014, to
discuss the Stuart River Crossing – Alternate Corridor. Coastal GasLink provided an
overview of the revision, referenced the map showing the details of the revision and
committed to future meetings to discuss any questions or concerns. Coastal GasLink
explained that an addendum to the Application would be filed to the BC EAO
providing further information on the revision. Nak’azdli Band requested that
additional cultural site studies occur prior to any disturbance in the area. Coastal
GasLink’s proposed mitigation for culture camps and cultural sites was outlined in
Section 16 (Traditional Land and Resource Use), Section 18 (Heritage Resources),
Section 23.9 (Aboriginal Consultation with Nak’azdli Band) and the EMP (Appendix
2A) of the Application. Coastal GasLink will continue ongoing dialogue with
Nak’azdli Band regarding the identification, potential effects and mitigation of
cultural sites to inform ongoing, detailed planning for the proposed Project. Refer to
Section 23 in the Application for further information regarding the development and
progress of Nak’azdli Band’s TLU study conducted for the proposed Project.
10.1.5 Stellat’en First Nation

30
31

Coastal GasLink determined that the Highway 16 Crossing – Corridor Widening is
within the traditional territory of Stellat’en First Nation.

32
33
34
35
36

On March 8, 2014, Coastal GasLink sent a letter and map to Stellat’en First Nation
explaining the revisions to the Application Corridor in their traditional territory. In
the letter, Coastal GasLink advised Stellat’en First Nation that these materials as well
as digital shapefiles of the corridor revisions would be uploaded to the Stellat’en First
Nation folder on the Coastal GasLink Sharepoint site. The letter also noted that
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2

Coastal GasLink would meet with Stellat’en First Nation to discuss the revisions, and
would be available to answer any questions.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Coastal GasLink had a conference call with Stellat’en First Nation on March 11, 2014
to discuss the Highway 16 Crossing – Corridor Widening. Coastal GasLink provided
an overview of the revision, referenced the map showing the details of the revision
and committed to future meetings to discuss the revision should Stellat’en First
Nation have any questions or concerns. Coastal GasLink explained that an addendum
to the Application would be filed to the BC EAO providing further information on the
revision.
10.1.6 Yekooche First Nation

10
11

Coastal GasLink determined that the Highway 16 Crossing – Corridor Widening is
within the traditional territory of Yekooche First Nation.

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Coastal GasLink met with Yekooche First Nation on March 6, 2014 to discuss the
revisions to the Application Corridor. Yekooche expressed concern with potential
environmental effects (Coastal GasLink’s proposed mitigation is provided in Sections
5 Geophysical Environment, 7 Aquatics, 8 Vegetation, 10 Wildlife and Wildlife
Habitat, and Appendix 2A EMP of the Application), traplines (Coastal GasLink’s
proposed mitigation is provided in Sections 16 Traditional Land and Resource Use,
23.17 Aboriginal Consultation with Yekooche First Nation, and Appendix 2A the
EMP of the Application), and the white sturgeon (Coastal GasLink’s proposed
mitigation is provided in Section 7 Aquatics and Appendix 2A the EMP of the
Application). No additional mitigation has been identified.

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

On March 8, 2014, Coastal GasLink sent a letter and map to Yekooche First Nation
explaining the revisions to the Application Corridor in their traditional territory. In
the letter, Coastal GasLink advised Yekooche First Nation that these materials as well
as digital shapefiles of the corridor revisions would be uploaded to the Yekooche
First Nation folder on the Coastal GasLink Sharepoint site. The letter also noted that
Coastal GasLink had met with Yekooche First Nation to discuss the revisions, and is
available to answer any questions.
10.1.7 Carrier Sekani Tribal Council

29
30
31

Coastal GasLink determined that two of the revisions to the Application Corridor, the
Stuart River Crossing – Alternate Corridor and the Highway 16 Crossing – Corridor
Widening, are within the traditional territory of Carrier Sekani Tribal Council.

32
33
34
35
36

Coastal GasLink met with Carrier Sekani Tribal Council on March 6, 2014 and
discussed the corridor revisions. Coastal GasLink provided an overview of the
revisions, shared maps showing the details of the revisions and committed to future
meetings to discuss the revisions should Carrier Sekani Tribal Council have any
questions or concerns. Coastal GasLink explained that an addendum to the
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Section 10
Aboriginal Consultation

Application would be filed to the BC EAO providing further information on the
revisions.
In a follow-up to the meeting, Coastal GasLink sent a letter and map on March 8,
2014, to Carrier Sekani Tribal Council explaining the revisions to the Application
Corridor in their traditional territory. In the letter, Coastal GasLink advised Carrier
Sekani Tribal Council that these materials as well as digital shapefiles of the corridor
revisions would be uploaded to the Carrier Sekani Tribal Council folder on the
Coastal GasLink Sharepoint site. The letter also noted that Coastal GasLink had met
with Carrier Sekani Tribal Council to discuss the revisions, and is available to answer
any questions.
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Section 11
Public Consultation

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

1
2
3

This section reports on activities undertaken to inform and consult with stakeholders
about the proposed Application Corridor revisions as Coastal GasLink continues to
implement the Public Consultation Plan.

4
5

Coastal GasLink’s Public Consultation Plan uses the following terminology to
describe segments of the public who may take an interest in the Project:

6
7

•

stakeholders (e.g., landowners, trappers, tenants and tenure holders, hunting and
guiding outfitters)

8
9

•

municipal and regional government and services (e.g., emergency services,
elected officials, economic development organizations)

10
11

•

public (e.g., media, interest groups, colleges, training providers, interested
individuals, business organizations)

12
13
14

During March, 2014, the Project team continued consultation in support of this
Addendum to the Application. This activity is summarized in Table 11-1, along with
planned activity for April 2014.
Table 11-1: Summary of Consultation Activities
Date

Activity

Description

Outcome to Date

Status

February 25,
2014

Meeting with Skeena
District Manager, BC
Ministry of
Transportation and
Infrastructure.

Discussed possible
pipeline easement in
Corridor Widening
through MOTI gravel
quarry south of
Highway 37 in District
of Kitimat

Concern expressed by
MOTI over planned
blasting for pit
material.

Coastal GasLink
is assessing
detailed routing
north of MOTI
quarry

March 7, 2014

Meeting with
landowner,
Groundbirch.

Landowner requested
a revision to the
routing to avoid going
through a stand of
trees.

Coastal GasLink
developed KP 3+000 –
Corridor Widening to
address this request.

Corridor revision
included in
Addendum to the
Application.

March 8, 2014

Meeting with Andrew
Webber, General
Manager,
Development
Services, Regional
District of Kitimat
Stikine (RDKS)

Communicated details
of three Application
Corridor revisions
located within the
Regional District

No issues were raised
with respect to these
corridor revisions

The Coastal
GasLink team
remains in
ongoing contact
with RD staff
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Table 11-1: Summary of Consultation Activities (cont'd)
Date
March 10,
2014

Activity

Description

Outcome to Date

Status

Meeting with Mayor,
Council members and
staff of the District of
Kitimat

Communicated and
discussed details of
two Application
Corridor revisions
located within the
District. Provided maps
of the corridor revisions

No issues were raised
related to the Kitimat
River Crossing –
Corridor Widening.

The Coastal
GasLink team
committed to a
public
presentation to
Kitimat Council in
April 2014 to
allow further
discussion on the
corridor revisions.
Feedback will
inform ongoing
detailed project
design.

On the Kitimat Valley –
Corridor Widening, the
District made the
following requests:

• Lands served by
Forest Road are
slated for industrial
development, and
pipeline routing
should reflect this
plan.

• Coastal GasLink
should follow
existing
disturbances such
as roads or pipeline
ROWs, and avoid
creating negative
visual effects for
hillside residents on
Kitimaat Village
Road.
March 11,
2014

Telephone
conversation with
Tom Greenaway,
Director, Area “C”,
Regional District of
Bulkley-Nechako
(RDBN)

Communicated and
discussed details of
the Stuart River
Crossing – Alternate
Corridor

Mr. Greenaway
expressed a
preference for a
trenchless crossing of
the river.

Coastal GasLink
scheduled to
meet with the
RDBN Board on
April 3, 2014

March 12,
2014

Email to Tom
Greenaway, Director,
Area “C”, RDBN,
copied to Bill Miller,
Chair, RDBN, and
Gail Chapman, Chief
Administrative Officer,
RDBN

Provided a map and
description of the
Stuart River Crossing –
Alternate Corridor. In
response to Mr.
Greenaway’s
preference for a
trenchless crossing, it
was noted that this
crossing method is
recommended for the
Stuart River in the
Application.

No response to date.

Coastal GasLink
scheduled to
meet with the
RDBN Board on
April 3, 2014

March 12,
2014

Telephone
conversation with
Ralph Roy, Director,
Area “D”, RDBN

Communicated details
of the Highway 16
Crossing – Corridor
Widening

No issues were raised.

Coastal GasLink
scheduled to
meet with the
RDBN Board on
April 3, 2014
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Table 11-1: Summary of Consultation Activities (cont'd)
Date

Activity

Description

Outcome to Date

Status

March 12,
2014

Email to Ralph Roy,
Director, Area “D”,
RDBN, copied to Bill
Miller, Chair, RDBN,
and Gail Chapman,
Chief Administrative
Officer, RDBN

Provided a map and
description of the
Highway 16 Crossing –
Corridor Widening

No response to date

March 12,
2014

Telephone
conversation with
Doug McLeod,
Director, Area “A”,
RDKS

Communicated details
of the Hirsch Creek
Crossing – Corridor
Widening

No issues were raised.

Mr. McLeod plans
to attend an EAO
open house on
April 3, 2014

March 12,
2014

Email to Doug
McLeod, Director,
Area “A”, RDKS
copied to Andrew
Webber, General
Manager,
Development
Services, RDKS

Provided a map and
description of the
Hirsch Creek Crossing
– Corridor Widening

In an email message in
response (March 12),
Mr. McLeod expressed
concern that a pipeline
crossing of Hirsch
Creek might have
negative effects on
groundwater.

Coastal GasLink
will respond to Mr.
McLeod

March 13,
2014

Meeting with quarry
license holder, Kitimat

Discussed routing
through quarry
property

Agreement has been
reached

Proceed with
appropriate land
agreement
documents

March 13,
2014

Email to Jerrilyn
Schembri, Director,
Area “E”, Peace River
Regional District
(PRRD), copied to
Bruce Simard,
General Manager of
Development
Services, PRRD

Provided a map and
description of the KP
3+000 – Corridor
Widening

No response to date.

Coastal GasLink
will continue
engagement with
PRRD

Contact residents and
landowners in the part
of the district of
Kitimat that is south of
Highway 37 and east
of Kitimaat Valley
Road

District of Kitimat
requested that Coastal
GasLink make these
residents and
landowners aware of
the Kitimat Valley –
Corridor Widening

Planned
March 17-21,
2014
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Table 11-1: Summary of Consultation Activities (cont'd)
Date

Activity

Description

March 27,
2014

EAO open house,
Chetwynd

While this event
focuses on Coastal
GasLink’s Application
for an EAC, it will also
give local government
officials and
stakeholders an
opportunity to ask
about corridor revisions
and provide feedback.
Coastal GasLink
notified segments of
the public identified on
page 99 of this
Addendum to the
Application about the
EAO open house.

April 1, 2014

EAO open house,
Fraser Lake

While this event
focuses on Coastal
GasLink’s Application
for an EAC, it will also
give local government
officials and
stakeholders an
opportunity to ask
about corridor revisions
and provide feedback.
Coastal GasLink
notified segments of
the public identified on
page 99 of this
Addendum to the
Application about the
EAO open house
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Table 11-1: Summary of Consultation Activities (cont'd)
Date

Activity

Description

Outcome to Date

Status

April 2, 2014

EAO open house,
Burns Lake

While this event
focuses on Coastal
GasLink’s Application
for an EAC, it will also
give local government
officials and
stakeholders an
opportunity to ask
about corridor revisions
and provide feedback.
Coastal GasLink
notified segments of
the public identified on
page 99 of this
Addendum to the
Application about the
EAO open house

Advertising
underway

April 3, 2014

EAO open house,
Kitimat

While this event
focuses on Coastal
GasLink’s Application
for an EAC, it will also
give local government
officials and
stakeholders an
opportunity to ask
about corridor revisions
and provide feedback.
Coastal GasLink
notified segments of
the public identified on
page 99 of this
Addendum to the
Application about the
EAO open house

Advertising
underway

April 3, 2014

Presentation to RDBN
Board

Provides local
government officials an
opportunity to discuss
route revisions with
Coastal GasLink.

Mid-April date
TBD

Presentation to
Kitimat District
Council

Provides local
government officials an
opportunity to discuss
route revisions with
Coastal GasLink.

Mid-April date
TBD

Notify newly affected
tenure holders of
proposed corridor
revisions

Engage affected
tenure holders by
sharing information
and collecting
feedback.
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Section 12
Construction and Operational Environmental
Management Plans and Follow-Up Programs

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLANS AND
FOLLOW-UP PROGRAMS

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Section 25 of the Application provides information on the practices and programs
Coastal GasLink has developed to ensure environment management measures and
commitments made in the Application are implemented throughout all phases of the
proposed Project. A summary of the Environmental Management Plan (EMP),
environmental monitoring during construction, Post Construction Monitoring
Program, Coastal GasLink’s Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan and
compliance reporting was included in the Application. An EMP for the proposed
Project was presented in Appendix 2A of the Application.

9
10

No changes to Section 25 of the Application or the EMP are warranted as a result of
the Application Corridor revisions.
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13.0
1
2
3

Section 13
Conclusions

CONCLUSIONS

The potential residual adverse effects identified in the Application have not changed
as a result of the proposed Application Corridor revisions. No significant adverse
effects were identified related to the Application Corridor revisions.
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