1912

Image E-01548 courtesy of Royal BC Museum.

February 13, 1863
The Legislative Library was founded by a
grant of $1000 to serve the Colonial
Legislature of Vancouver Island and
subsequently the Legislators of the Province
of British Columbia, when the united colony
of Vancouver Island and the mainland
colony of British Columbia joined
confederation in 1871. The first library was
located in the Birdcages.

Each “library” consisted of a locked case containing fifty or more
books, pamphlets and other publications, a key, a set of rules, and a
catalogue.

1898

1920
1911

1919

The Library reports to the
Department of Attorney
General.

The Library reports to the Department
of the Provincial Secretary. The Library
is renamed the Provincial Library.

1930

1940

1920
Establishment of the Legislative
Reference Service. It’s mandate is to assist
the Government, the Legislative Counsel,
Deputy Ministers and Departmental
Heads.

1941

1960

The Library reports to the Department of
Education.

1950

1935

1945

First checklist of official government publications issued.
British Columbia is the first province to compile a list of
this kind.

The Library acquired its first microfilm
camera. It was used primarily to
microfilm British Columbia
newspapers.

1960

2001

1977

1994

The Library introduces computerbased information services.

100 years of Library
service (as of the
1894 Legislative
Library Act)

1970

1980

1970

1950

Relocation of the
Provincial Archives
The Archives moves from the
Parliament Buildings to a new
home in the museum precinct.

Legislative Library staff, 1915.

Image I-00535 courtesy of Royal BC Museum.

1897
Alma Russell joins the library staff as the
first professionally trained librarian in
Western Canada. In her reminiscences,
she recalls “At this time the new
parliament buildings had just been
completed, and hearing that I had been
trained in library work… Mr. R.E. Gosnell,
offered me the position of classifying and
cataloguing, according to up to date
standards, the 15,000 or 20,000 odd
volumes of which the Library then
consisted.”

First online catalogue and
integrated library system.

2012
The Library’s Kindle Service began.

2009
Chat reference was
introduced.

The Library reports to the Department of Provincial
Secretary and Government Services.

Image I-00416 courtesy of Royal BC Museum.

R.E. Gosnell becomes the first permanent Legislative Librarian
on November 1, 1893. In his memoir, he states “[p]rior to
1892-3 there was never, strictly speaking, a library at all.
What there was which served as such was really a small
reading room off the old Legislative Assembly chamber.”

1910

Image H-3176 courtesy of Royal BC Museum.

1893

The Library moves into the south wing of the Legislature.
On September 15, 1915, it opened its doors to the public.

Image G-04356 courtesy of Royal BC Museum.

Royal Assent was given on April 11,
1894 to “An Act to Establish and
Maintain a Library for the Use of
the Legislative Assembly and to
Constitute a Bureau of Statistics.”

Sept. 15, 1915

Image A-02859 courtesy of Royal BC Museum.

1894

E.O.S. Scholefield becomes Provincial
Librarian and Archivist. He is credited
with having added 50,000 volumes to
the library and many collections of
priceless manuscripts, account books,
newspapers and other materials
gathered from all corners of the
province.

Image G-004355 courtesy of Royal BC Museum.

Image F-05323 courtesy of Royal BC Museum.

Image D-01285 courtesy of Royal BC Museum.

A system of travelling libraries was inaugurated in 1898, which
furnished reading material for those living in the remote corners of
the Province.

1900

On September 30, the Provincial Secretary announced that the Library would return to its statutory name
of Legislative Library. The return to the name under which it was formally established in 1894 was made
chiefly to define more clearly the role of the Library and to clarify that role in the context of a proposed
revision of overall government library service.

Library launches pilot
project to download electronic BC government
publications.

The Library moves into the newly built Parliament Buildings.

1890

1991

The Library returns to its statutory name.

The Duke of Connaught lays the cornerstone for the new
library wing.

1898

1880

Sept. 30, 1974

Provincial Library staff, 1950.

1974
On September 30, 1974, the Provincial Secretary
announced that the Library would return to its
statutory name of Legislative Library. The return
to the name under which it was formally
established in 1894 was made chiefly to define
more clearly the role of the library and to clarify
the context of a proposed revision of overall
government library service.

1985

1990

2000

2015
2015

The Library reports to the Speaker.

The Library celebrates its
100th anniversary in the
Parliament Buildings.

