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1 Introduction
This document serves as the BC Rural Dividend Program Guide for the sixth application intake period.
It is intended to provide prospective applicants with program information and directions on how to
apply. The sixth application intake period will commence on Saturday, June 15, 2019 with a deadline of
midnight PDT on Thursday, August 15, 2019. This is the only application intake period for 2019-2020.
Now in its fourth year, the BC Rural Dividend provides $25 million a year to assist rural communities,
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous, with a population of 25,000 or less to strengthen and diversify
their local economies. It was developed to recognize both the contribution rural communities have
made to B.C.’s economy, and the unique challenges they face to diversify beyond natural resources.
The program will contribute to the strength and stability of rural communities using the principles
of Community Economic Development (sustainable, participatory, asset-based, self-reliant and
community based).
In 2018/2019, a review of the Rural Dividend Program was completed by an independent third party,
with a focus on identifying opportunities for continuous improvement. In response to the reviews
findings the program has implemented a number of key improvements for the sixth intake period.
Program improvements are identified by the “Updated” label throughout the guide.
The Rural Dividend is administered by the B.C. Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development.

2 Program Objectives (UPDATED)
As the Rural Dividend moves into its fourth year of operation the program’s objectives have been refined
to continue to respond to the needs of rural communities. The program’s objectives are as follows:
1. Increase community resilience and support economic development and diversification through
enabling rural communities to implement their vision for long-term vibrancy, as well as prepare and
respond to economic disruptions.
2. Support Indigenous communities and organizations to develop and lead traditional and/or
emerging economic opportunities, including in the natural resource sector.
3. Strengthen the capacity of small and remote communities to address unique challenges in realizing
their economic potential.
4. Assist rural communities to pursue innovative economic opportunities that support climate
mitigation and/or adaptation for a cleaner future for BC.
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3 Eligibility Criteria (UPDATED)
Eligibility of applications will be based on several components:

›› The eligibility of the location that will directly benefit from the project or in which the project will
take place;

›› The eligibility of the applicant;
›› The applicant’s ability to meet the minimum required applicant financial contribution and;
›› The inclusion of all mandatory documents with the submitted application.

4 Eligible Project Location (UPDATED)
The goal of the program is to assist small rural communities across British Columbia. Applications
must demonstrate how the proposed project will take place in or directly benefit either:

›› Indigenous or non-Indigenous communities with a population of 25,000 or less,
located outside the geographic boundaries of Metro Vancouver and the Capital
Regional District.1

›› Unincorporated areas with a population of 25,000 people or less.
Population size will be determined using Statistics Canada 2016 Census Data (http://www12.statcan.
gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E). Communities with populations up
to 500 over the limit are eligible to apply.
1

Communities within the Juan de Fuca Electoral Area, Salt Spring Island Electoral Area and the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Areas
are eligible to apply for funding (as defined on the Capital Regional District website – www.crd.bc.ca).
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5 Eligible Applicants (UPDATED)
5.1 » Local

Government

›› A municipal government, or regional district, established by or under B.C. legislation with a
population of 25,000 people or less.

›› An unincorporated area with a population of 25,000 people or less whose application is
submitted through a regional district or a not-for-profit organization.2

5.2 » Indigenous

Communities and Organizations

›› A First Nations band council within the meaning of Section 2 of the federal Indian Act or any
successor to a band council established under federal legislation, or governing body of treaty
First Nations.
›› First Nations band councils with at least one rural reserve are eligible to apply for projects
that will take place in, or directly benefit, the rural portion of their community.
›› First Nations band councils that do not include a rural reserve are not eligible applicants.
However, in unique situations such communities can submit applications for projects
that will take place in, or directly benefit, a rural area.

›› A First Nations, Métis, or Inuit organization incorporated as a not-for-profit corporation or
society formed under an Act of Canada or a province or territory of Canada, and in good
standing under the relevant Act.

›› A corporation controlled by a First Nation incorporated under an Act of Canada, or a province or
territory of Canada, and in good standing under the relevant Act.

5.3 » Not-for-profit

Organization

›› An organization incorporated as a not-for-profit corporation or society formed under an
Act of Canada or a province or territory of Canada and in good standing under the relevant Act.

›› Not-for-profit co-operatives incorporated as community service co-ops under the B.C.
Co-operative Association Act are considered eligible as a not-for-profit organization.

›› Not-for-profit organizations must have a B.C. location and be active in the Province.
›› Not-for-profit organizations that have received significant foundational funding from the Province
are not eligible applicants.
2

An unincorporated area/community, for the purpose of application to the program, is considered to be a settlement area within
a regional district electoral area. A community’s boundaries may also coincide with a service area boundary (existing or proposed).
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6 Eligible Partners
The partnership funding stream of the Rural Dividend Program is intended to support collaboration
between communities to pursue regional economic development and diversification projects.
Applications to the partnership funding stream are required to provide detail regarding the role that
each partner will play in the development and implementation of the project. Applications that do
not clearly demonstrate that a strong partnership will take place may not be approved for funding
through the stream.

›› Eligible partners include local governments, Indigenous communities and not-for-profit
organizations (including universities and colleges).

›› For-profit entities can serve as partners with an eligible applicant as long as the proposed
project identifies broad community benefits and does not negatively impact other businesses.

›› The partner(s) must have an active role in the project but are not required to contribute financially.
Organizations that are only providing funding to a project but will take no further role are not
eligible partners.

›› Partners will not be considered eligible if they are owned by or own the applicant organization.
Additionally, partners will be deemed ineligible if they and the applicant are owned by
the same entity.

›› Individuals are not considered eligible partners.
›› All partners listed in the application are required to provide a partnership letter to the
Rural Dividend confirming their role and commitment to the project. Projects submitted
to the partnerships funding stream without partnership letters will be ineligible for funding.
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7 Project Categories
The program includes four broadly defined project categories designed to offer communities
flexibility in applying for program funding, and the opportunity to develop a wide range of solutions
to the challenges their communities are facing. Projects in all four project categories are eligible for
funding in each funding stream (listed in Section 8). Project categories are outlined below.
1

Community Capacity Building

›› Projects that build the resources, capabilities and capacities of communities to deal with their
key economic challenges and changes.

›› Projects that provide or improve a community’s potential to support economic diversity,
expand market accessibility and enhance quality of life to attract investment.

2

Workforce Development

›› Projects that offer training and skills development opportunities.
›› Projects that help ensure resilience in the local workforce by attracting, retaining and training workers.
3

Community and Economic Development

›› Projects that help rural communities plan to build a foundation for economic development, economic resilience
and/or growth, or improve community vibrancy.

›› Projects that implement strategies or intiatives to support economic development, resilience, diversification
or growth.

4

Business Sector Development

›› Projects that increase new business creation, business growth and adaptability in the community.
›› Projects that allow communities to retain existing businesses and encourage their expansion.
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8 Funding Streams
There are three funding streams as detailed below:
Funding Stream

Maximum Funding

Details

›› Support for communities with limited capacity to undertake

preliminary work (e.g. feasibility assessments and business cases)
to develop strong future projects.

Project
Development

$10,000

›› Eligible applicants can apply for up to 100% of total project cost.
›› An approved project development grant does not provide a
guarantee of funding in subsequent applications submitted to
government of B.C. funding programs.

Single
Applicant

›› Supports implementation of community-driven projects.
›› Eligible applicants must contribute at least 20% of the
$100,000

total project cost via financial or in-kind contributions
(maximum 10% in-kind contribution).

›› Eligible applicants can apply for up to 80% of the total project
cost to a maximum of $100,000.

Partnerships

$500,000

›› Supports implementation of community-driven projects.
›› Eligible applicants must have at least one eligible partner.
›› Eligible applicants and eligible partners must contribute at least
40% of total project cost via financial or in-kind contributions
(maximum 10% in-kind contribution).

›› Eligible applicants can apply for up to 60% of the total project
cost to a maximum of $500,000.
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9 Applicant Contribution
Applicants to the single applicant and partnerships funding streams are required to provide a specific
portion of the total project costs as the applicant and/or partner financial contribution.

9.1 » Source

of Applicant Financial Contribution

Applicants can use their own funds (including funds obtained through financing) for their
financial contribution, as well as funds they have obtained from not-for-profit organizations,
such as development trusts.
Applicants must clearly outline their financial contribution and identify what portion of the
contribution is provided through in-kind contributions (detailed below). The application
is ineligible if the financial contribution does not meet the identified requirement,
or if the contribution includes more than 10% in kind contributions.
Funding from other government sources (federal or provincial) cannot be included in
the applicant financial contribution, except for the Community Works Fund. An application is
ineligible if other government funding is included as part of the applicant financial contribution.

9.2 » In-kind

Contributions

Applicants must clearly outline their in-kind contributions, including goods and services donated to
a project by the eligible applicant and/or eligible partners (e.g. staff time, use of space or equipment).
These types of contributions should be valued at fair market value.
Applicants can support the project with as many in-kind contributions as they feel are appropriate.
However, it cannot make up more than 10% of their applicant financial contribution.
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9.3 » Cost-Sharing

Formula Examples

The following tables show examples of how the cost-sharing formula breaks down for each
funding stream.
Single applicant funding stream:
Examples

Total Project Cost

Program contribution:
80% of total project cost or up to
$100,000 maximum

Applicant contribution:
20% minimum
(up to 10% maximum in-kind)

1

›› $50,000

›› $40,000 (80%)

›› $10,000 minimum

2

›› $125,000

›› $100,000 (80% total project cost

›› $25,000 minimum

and maximum amount)

(can include up to $5,000 in-kind)

(can include up to $12,500 in-kind)

›› $200,000 minimum
3

›› $1,000,000

›› $100,000 (maximum amount)

(can include up to $100,000 in-kind)
Note: Remaining $700,000 from
applicant or other funding sources

Partnerships funding stream:
Examples

Total Project Cost

Program contribution:
60% of total project cost or up to
$500,000 maximum

Applicant/partner contribution:
40% minimum
(up to 10% maximum in-kind)

1

›› $100,000

›› $60,000 (60%)

›› $40,000 minimum

2

›› $833,333

›› $500,000 (60% total project cost

›› $333,333 minimum

and maximum amount)

(can include up to $10,000 in-kind)

(can include up to $83,333 in-kind)

›› $2,000,000 minimum
3

›› $5,000,000

›› $500,000 (maximum amount)

(can include up to $500,000 in-kind)
Note: Remaining $2,500,000 from
applicant/partners or other
funding sources
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10 Other Sources of Funding
Applicants must clearly outline the amount and source of all funding that will contribute to
the project. Verification of other sources of funding may be requested through the
assessment process.
Funds obtained through financing can contribute to the total cost of the project. However,
financing costs and interest charges are not eligible for program funding.
Funding from other government programs (federal or provincial) can contribute to the overall
project funding as long as it is not part of the applicant financial contribution. When project
funding is provided from other government programs, applicants must identify the program
and provide a contact. Failure to provide this information could result in the disqualification of
an application from the assessment process.

11 Project Timelines
Applications for projects that do not require additional steps before they can start (e.g. securing
other funding, obtaining permits and approvals) will be more favourably ranked in the assessment
and review process. The need for additional steps before the project can start will be taken
into consideration in the review and assessment of applications. Such applications may also be
deferred for consideration to a future intake round.
Applications must demonstrate that the project will be completed within two years from
the project start date.
Costs that were incurred before the application was submitted are ineligible under the program.
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12 Eligible Project Costs (UPDATED)
To be considered eligible, project costs must be direct and essential to the development and
implementation of the project. Costs will be reviewed to determine if they are reasonable
and have been accurately estimated. Funding cannot be used for ongoing operational or
general organizational support. Inclusion of ineligible, unessential or unreasonable costs will be
considered in the assessment and ranking of projects. Examples of costs that are eligible and
ineligible for program funding are listed below.
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Eligible Costs

Ineligible Costs

›› General organizational support costs.
›› Any costs associated with administering the project,
such as preparing progress reports.

Direct costs related to development and
implementation of the project.

›› Costs being claimed under any other programs.
›› Costs incurred outside the time periods for the project
as outlined in application.

Infrastructure costs up to 35% of total project costs.
(See Section 13 for additional details.)

›› Project contingency costs.
›› Traditional municipal infrastructure

(water/sewer/road/sidewalk) projects.

Destination trail projects.
(See Section 14 for additional details.)

›› Sidewalk projects.

Consulting services, including:

›› Permits and approvals.

›› Project management,
›› Design/engineering costs,
›› Business planning development, and
›› Project-related professional fees
(e.g. architectural).

Wages/benefits for new hires to work
100% on eligible project-related activities.

›› Legal costs.
›› Project-related professional fees payable to
the eligible applicant.

›› Ongoing costs for existing staff salaries and benefits.

Capital purchases up to 35% of total project costs that
are essential to project implementation, including:

›› Off-road vehicles,
›› Office equipment, and
›› Software and new technology.

›› Land acquisition.
›› Directly meeting and/or lobbying of any level of
government.

Marketing or promotion-related costs or
speaker stipends.

›› Expenses relating to attending conferences and
trade shows.

›› Coordinating/hosting conferences/events.
›› Remuneration and travel of elected officials.
Meals and project travel related expenses
based on government per diem rates.3

Feasibility studies related directly to the project.
Training activities as part of the Eligible Project
or to support the project.
3

›› International travel will require a special review to
determine eligibility.

›› Alcohol.
›› Academic research that does not deliver concrete
actions or tangible benefits.

›› GST and PST.
›› Financing costs and interest charges.

Appendix 1 – Travel Allowances: http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/careers/all-employees/pay-and-benefits/appendix_1_
travel_allowances.pdf
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13 Infrastructure Costs (UPDATED)
Eligible projects can include infrastructure costs up to a maximum of 35% of the total project cost.
Applications that have more than 35% of the total project cost in infrastructure costs will result in
the ineligibility of the project. Examples are listed in the table below.
Total Project Cost

Maximum Infrastructure Costs (35% of Total Project Cost)

›› $100,000

›› $35,000

›› $250,000

›› $87,500

›› $2,000,000

›› $700,000

Applicants must clearly identify all costs related to infrastructure. For the purpose of the program,
infrastructure costs are all costs related to the construction, renovation or refurbishment of
buildings, facilities, equipment, and structures. Items such as engineering/design costs, project
management, and professional fees are not considered infrastructure costs, and thus are not
included in the 35% limit. Examples of infrastructure costs include:

›› Construction of buildings or structures;
›› Renovation or refurbishment of buildings or structures;
›› Labour or wages, such as general laborers, plumbers, electricians;
›› General contractor and/or contractor fees; and
›› Construction materials such as lumber, windows, doors, fixtures.
The Rural Dividend Program requires that proposed infrastructure directly support economic
development in the applicant community or communities. Traditional municipal infrastructure
such as water, sewer, road or sidewalk projects are ineligible for funding.
Infrastructure project components will be reviewed to determine their applicability in supporting
economic development based on the following criteria:

›› Clear demonstration that the infrastructure is needed to support economic development/
diversification initiatives (and does not include traditional municipal infrastructure);

›› Demonstrated alignment of the infrastructure with community infrastructure and economic
development plans and priorities; and

›› Identification of appropriate owner and source of ongoing maintenance for the infrastructure.
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14 Destination Trail Projects (UPDATED)
In British Columbia, trail networks offer a unique opportunity to provide health and wellness
benefits to communities while supporting local rural economic development by increasing
tourism. To be eligible for funding, trail projects must create or improve trail networks that
promote local economic diversification (i.e. mountain biking, off-roading, snowmobiling, hiking,
Nordic and backcountry skiing) and are directly linked to the creation of a destination for
recreation tourism. Trail projects will be evaluated for suitability based on the following criteria:

›› Alignment of the trail project with local, regional and provincial recreation development,
tourism and economic development plans and priorities;

›› Demonstration that the trail project supports economic development /diversification initiatives;
›› Identification of appropriate owner and source of ongoing maintenance for the trail project;
›› Documentation demonstrating that required authorizations and regulatory approval processes are
underway or complete; and

›› Supports the Trails Strategy for British Columbia
www.sitesandtrailsbc.ca/documents/Trail-Strategy-for-BC_V6_Nov2012.pdf

Project Components

Eligible Costs for Destination Trail Projects

Trail Building Infrastructure

Non-Trail Building Infrastructure

Capital Purchases

›› Costs directly related to the construction or rehabilitation of trails are

exempt from the limit on infrastructure costs (35% of total project costs).

›› Costs related to infrastructure components not directly related to the

construction or rehabilitation of trails (i.e. campgrounds, parking lots, huts)
are subject to the limit on infrastructure costs (35% of total project costs).

›› Destination Trails Projects are subject to the limit on capital costs (35% of
total project costs).
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14

BC Rural Dividend Program Guide

Sixth Round Application Intake 2019/20

15 Applying to the Program
The application form is available online www.gov.bc/ruraldividend. Please note that some
components of the online application (i.e. council/board resolution) may require additional time
and planning to complete.
Your complete application package must be received by midnight PDT on Thursday, August 15, 2019.
Applicants will not be able to submit applications through the online application system past
the identified deadline. All documents received by the program will be treated as confidential.
All program communication will take place with the primary contact using the contact information
provided in the application. It is the responsibility of the applicant to notify the program office
regarding any changes to the contact information provided.
If you need help in completing your application please refer to Section 28, Application Support.

16 Mandatory Supporting Documentation
Each application must include the following mandatory supporting documentation, which will be
submitted through the online application form. All mandatory supporting documentation must
be specific to the legal entity applying for funding and may not be from a related organization
such as a parent company or subsidiary.

›› Financial statements: Details are in Sections 17 and 18.
›› Budget: All applicants must complete the program budget form posted at www.gov.bc.ca/
ruraldividend.

›› Resolution: All applicants must complete a Council/Organization resolution (included in the
application form).

›› Articles of Incorporation: Only required for Indigenous and non-Indigenous
not-for-profit organizations and First Nations corporations. Documents must
include the applicant’s legal name and business number and can be Articles of
Incorporation or the most recently filed Annual Report.

›› Partnership letters: Only required for applicants to the partnerships funding stream.
Letters must confirm the partner’s role and commitment to the project.
Failure to submit the mandatory supporting documentation will result in the ineligibility
of the application.
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17 Financial Statements
Applicants must provide the financial statements identified for the requested funding amount.
Financial statements that meet the requirement for a higher funding amount will also be accepted.

›› Financial statements must be specific to the legal entity applying for funding and
may not be from a related organization.

›› Financial statements submitted must be in the final approved form, including
signatures from the CPA who prepared them and organization representatives.

›› Applicants must submit current financial statements (i.e. those which have been
prepared within the past year).

›› Financial statements must be submitted in their entirety; partial documents will
not be accepted.

18 Levels of Required Financial Statements
(UPDATED)

There are three levels of financial statements as indicated in the table below:
Levels

Financial Statements Required

Funding Amounts

1

Internally prepared financial statements
signed by two board members/ Notice to
Reader financial statements.

›› $0–$50,000

2

Review engagement financial statements.

›› $50,001–$100,000

3

Audited financial statements.

›› $100,001–$500,000

18.1. » Internally

Prepared/ Notice to Reader Financial Statements
($0–$50,000)

Statements must be signed by two board members and include (1) a balance sheet from
the previous fiscal year; (2) revenue and expense statements from the previous fiscal year; and (3) all
notes pertaining to the financial statements. Financial statements prepared by an accountant (often
referred to as “Notice to Reader” Financial Statements) are considered equivalent to internally prepared
financial statements and should be provided if available.
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Engagement Financial Statements ($50,001–$100,000)

Statements must be prepared by an independent public accountant on a review basis. The accountant
will not express an opinion on the fairness of the financial statements but must provide a limited
assurance that the financial information is plausible and conforms to generally accepted
accounting principles.

18.3 » Audited

Financial Statements ($100,001–$500,000)

Statements must be prepared by an independent public accountant and include the examination
of accounting records and other supporting evidence to render a professional opinion that the
financial statements present a fair picture of the organization’s financial position and its activities
during the period in which the audit was carried out.
Failure to submit the correct financial statements for the requested funding amount will result in
ineligibility. Please contact the program office if you have any questions regarding this requirement.

19 Optional Supporting Documentation
It is recommended that you include optional supporting documentation to provide additional
information and context regarding your project. Suggestions include:

›› Indications of community support: Letters, references, or details of consultation to show community
support for the project. Indications of community support will only be accepted from stakeholder
organizations or community leaders in their professional capacity (i.e. chamber of commerce,
mayor or community development organization).

›› Confirmation of funding from other funding sources listed in the project budget.
›› Approved financial plan developed and approved by the community/organization.
›› Quotes you have obtained from vendors or contractors to support your project budget.
›› Other materials such as business plans or feasibility studies that support your project.
Please do not provide any personal identifiers or third-party personal information
(i.e. talk about others) in applications or supporting documents.
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20 Application Limit
An eligible applicant is limited to the submission of:

›› One project development application; and
›› One project application (single applicant or partnership).
There is no limitation on participation as a partner on projects submitted by other applicants.
Additionally, applicants who received funding during previous intakes are not restricted from
applying during current or future intake periods.
Regional districts are eligible to submit the number of applications noted above on behalf of each
unincorporated area within their district. In addition, regional districts can submit applications on
behalf of their district as a whole if the total population is less than 25,000. Regional districts are
required to clearly identify in the application, which community or unincorporated area they are
applying on behalf of.
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21 Project Review and Assessment (UPDATED)
Eligible applications will be subject to a competitive review and assessment process. Eligible
applications will be assessed and ranked based on the program’s assessment components
included in the table below. The selection process will be objective and unbiased.
Alignment with assessment components does not guarantee that a project will be funded. The
program has seen increasing numbers of applications due to growing awareness and interest in
the program. Applications are assessed in comparison with program assessment components
and with other eligible applications received in the intake period; the provision of funding during
one intake does not guarantee funding for similar projects in future intakes.
Applicants should provide sufficient information to support a thorough assessment of their
project. They are encouraged to identify measurable benefits wherever possible to support the
assessment. If additional information is determined to be needed to support the review and
assessment, eligible applicants will be contacted, and additional information requested.
Decisions on applications are expected within six months after the application intake deadline.
Funding decisions are final. Applications that are not funded in respect of a particular intake
period may be re-submitted in a future intake period.
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Assessment Components

›› Aligns with one or more of the updated program objectives (see Section 2 for

additional details) as demonstrated by the application and supporting documents.

›› Describes the details of the project clearly and concisely, including project
activities and the community(ies) that will directly benefit.

›› Provides detailed project components and related deliverables, with clear

Project Application

timelines, to illustrate how they will be completed successfully within the two-year
time limit.

›› Identifies the community(ies) in which project activities will take place or that will
directly benefit from the project.

›› Contains detailed descriptions of costs that are accurate estimates (supporting

documentation such as quotes from contractors can be included to support the
project budget).

›› Demonstrates costs are direct and essential to project implementation and are
clearly linked to project activities described in the application.

Project Budget

›› Indicates clearly that costs assigned to Rural Dividend funding meet the program’s
eligibility criteria.

*Please note that inclusion of ineligible costs, including exceeding the program’s
limits on infrastructure and capital costs, will impact the assessment of the
application and may result in ineligibility.

›› Demonstrates that the project has the support of the community and Indigenous
communities.

›› Provides strong linkages between project activities and community planning.
Project Feasibility

›› Demonstrates that the project has been thoroughly planned and is ready for
implementation.

›› Includes detailed information on any permits, permissions or other steps that are
required for the project to be implemented and completed.

Due Diligence

›› Adjudicators will consult with subject matter experts and other funding sources

Financial Review

›› Adjudicators will review applicant financial statements to identify risk level and

within government to ensure a project’s viability.

ensure the stability of an organization and its ability to implement the project.

›› Identifies how the project is directly linked to the economic needs of a rural
Impact on Rural Economies

community and clearly demonstrates incremental economic benefit.

›› Adjudication process will include the consideration of rural communities most in
economic need.
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22 Special Circumstances (UPDATED)
The Rural Dividend Program includes a special circumstances provision to support communities
facing economic disruption resulting from the loss of a main employer or the impacts of a natural
disaster. Communities whose circumstances match this description may contact the program at
ruraldividend@gov.bc.ca or by calling 250-356-7950 for further information.
The special circumstances provision is intended to provide funding to applicants to pursue timesensitive projects that are directly linked to a community’s response to a significant economic
disruption. Special circumstances applications are administered outside of the intake period and
require applicants to identify a community need tied to a major economic shock, crisis, or loss of a
key economic driver.
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The following principles outline eligibility for special circumstances:
Application Components

Eligibility Principles

›› To ensure coordination in recovery efforts, eligibility will be limited to local
governments and First Nation governments.

Eligible Applicants

›› Funding for not-for-profit organizations may be provided only when responsibility
is formally delegated by a local or First Nation government.

›› Rural communities that have been directly or indirectly impacted by the loss of a
main employer or natural disaster.

›› Communities will remain eligible for up to 24 months from the occurrence of the

Eligible Communities

economic or natural disaster event.

›› After 24 months applicants can apply for funding support through regular intake
periods.

›› Projects must be directly focused on the planning or implementation of economic
transition or recovery projects and linked to the economic or natural disaster
event.

Eligible Project Scope

›› Projects included in community transition or recovery plans will be prioritized for
funding. However, inclusion in a recovery plan is not required.

›› Applicants must clearly demonstrate that the timeline for a proposed project
Eligible Project Timelines

prevents participation in the regular intake process.

›› Projects that are not time sensitive in nature will be directed to the regular intake
process.

›› The required applicant contribution is 20% of the total project cost for requests up
Applicant Contribution

to $100,000 and 40% of the total project cost for requests between $100,001 and
$500,000.

›› The required contribution may be altered in instances where a clear justification is
provided by the applicant.

›› Applications will be subject to the eligible cost categories identified in Section 12,
including the limits on infrastructure and capital costs.

Eligible Costs

›› Flexibility in eligible costs may be considered in extreme cases if the project
demonstrates significant incremental economic benefit.

›› Eligible special circumstances applicants can apply for up to $500,000 in funding
for an eligible project.

›› Funded projects will be subject to the reporting requirements identified in
Reporting Requirements

Section 23.

›› All projects must be completed within a two-year timeframe.
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23 Grant Agreements and Reporting
Awarding of funding to successful applicants will be conditional upon finalization of a grant
agreement that sets out the terms and conditions of the funding. The program reserves the right
to award partial contributions of the total funding request.
Grant agreements will require that the applicants follow the program guidelines and requirements,
including submitting progress and financial reporting documents. Funding recipients will be
required to submit progress reports and a final report that outlines the project’s performance
and outcomes. Further details on such requirements will be provided to successful applicants.
Failure to meet the requirements of the grant agreement could result in the requirement for
the repayment of funding to the program, and disqualify the funding recipient from further
applications to the program.

24 Audits and Site Visits
Funding recipients may be subject to audit or site inspections at any time during the term of
the funding agreement and for up to three years following the distribution of the program funds
to the recipient, so the Province can examine project progress and documentation.

25 Events and Communications
The grant agreement may require the following:

›› The Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development be kept
informed about promotional activities related to the project, with a minimum notice period before
public materials are distributed or events held.

›› The Government of British Columbia and the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development be acknowledged in project communications, events and signage.

›› Consent to the Province to publish project details in reports and in promotion of the program
(on websites and in public materials).
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26 Freedom of Information
Applications submitted under the program are subject to the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act. The information being collected is for the purpose of administering
the program and will be used for the purpose of evaluating eligibility under the program.

27 Conflict of Interest/Confidentiality
All documents received by the program will be treated as confidential. Program staff will uphold
the standards for conflict of interest and confidentiality required by all B.C. public service employees.

28 Application Support
If you have a question that is not addressed in this program guide or the website
(gov.bc.ca/ruraldividend), support is available from program staff at ruraldividend@gov.bc.ca or by
calling 250-356-7950.
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