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Executive Summary

Islands Trust Conservancgkaowledgesind respectshat Thetis Island is within the
traditional territory of manyCoast Salish peopleshose historical relationship to the land,
culture, and spirit of this place continues to this djands Trust Conservancy is committed
to honaring the rich history ofndigenousstewardshipin the lands and waters of the Islands
Trust Area and to building mutually respectful relationships betwlaeigenous and non
Indigenouspartners in conservationT herefore, ths Management Rnfor Fairysipper

Forest Nature Resenis a living documerthat will evolve as opportunities for knowledge
sharing arise and understanding grows.

Fairyslipper Forest Nature Resepr®tects16.58 hectare$40.96 acresdf landon southern

Thetis Island. It was acgad in 2018 by the Islands Trust Conservancy (ITC), the Thetis Island
Nature Conservancy (ThINC), and the Cowichan Community Land Trust (CCLT) after a three
year fundraising campaign.

Fairyslipper Forest is currently the only publicly accessible pralemtea on Thetis Island. It
protects maturing Coastal Dougttisforests with many older veteran tree$here are two
seasonal creeks in the northwestern part of the resefight rare specie®fe bat, four
birds, one frog, on@lant, and onelichenspecieg have been observed in or near the
reserve.The reserve is named after ttiairy-slipperorchids(Calypso bulbogahat bloom
throughout the reserve in the spring.

There is a public hiking trail through the eastern portion of the resemrgch curently
passes through adjacent privdgenanagedand. A key managemerdctionis to provide
public access to the reserdirectlyfrom North Cove Roably constructing a lovimpact
hiking trailthat links up with the existing traiAny unlicensed trails oadjacent privatéy-
managedots that connect with the reserve will be closed at the boundavith boundary
signage and trail decommissioning to limit ongoing @ece thetrail route has been
determined signage should be installed to identify trailheaahdoutline permitted uses.

The number of nomative invasive woody planta the reserve is currentlpw and removal
efforts should focus on Scotdiroom and Englisholly since they are in early stages of
invasion. Establishment of a volunteer wanderogram would help monitor the property
andprovide early detection ainanagement concerns.
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1.0 htroduction

Thetis Island is situated within the traditional territory of the Coast Salish peoplesshare
a rich history of stewardship in the lands and waters of the Islands Trust Area that inspires
the work of Islands Trust Conservarand its partnersFairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve
located onlower Burchell HiJlsouthern Thetis Islanavas protected in 2018 by the Islands
Trust ConservandyTC), theThetis Island Nature ConservanidynINC)and the Cowichan
Community Land Tru$CCLTafter a threeyyear fundraising campaign that raised over half
the purchase amounfrom generougesidentdonors andother individual supportersThe
remaining half the purchase price wasised through grant contributions and fuimdy

from the CCIL (Islands Trust Conservancy 20).8The property idield by Islands Trust
Conservancy anthe ITC is currently negotiating a covenant withliNC and CCLT. ITC will
co-manage the reserve with these partnetBe Thetis Island communitgndFirst Nations

Fairyslipper Foress currently the only publicly accessible protected ared batis $land It
protects maturing Coastal Dougifisforests andhere are significant watershed values in
the reserveThe reserve is named after tliairy-slipperorchids (Calypso bulbogdhat

bloom throughout the reserve in the springhere is are-existingpublic hiking trail through
the eastern part of theeservethat will be incorporated into a new trail loop within the
reserve

1.1Islands TrusConservancy

Sirce time immemorial, the lands and waters between Vancouver Island and mainlan

British Columbia have been home to the Coast Salish people, whose ecological, cultural, and
spiritual connectionso this placecontinue to this dayln 1974, the Province of lish

Columbia recognized thregionas a special place within the province where the unique
beauty, rural character and diverse ecosystems should be protected for future generations.
Through the Islands Trust Act, the province established the Islands &nocal government,

with the following mandate (known as the Object of the Islands Trust):

To preserve and protect the trust area and its unique amenities and environment for
the benefit of the residents of the trust area and of British Columbiaegaly, in
cooperation with municipalities, regional districts, improvement districts, other
persons and organizations and the government of British Colur(isiands Trust
2018a}

In 1990, through the enactment of a section of Islands Trust Act, klwedis Trust

Conservancy (originally called the Islands Trust Fund) was established as a conservation land
GNXza G G2 lraairad Ay OFNNBAyYy3 2dzi GKS aLINBaSNIDS
Act establishes the corporate status, responsibiliteesd governance structure of the Islands

Trust Conservancy. The Islands Trust Conservancy is one of fifteen corporate emhitgesd

to uphold the Object of the Islands Trust asthce 1990has protected 1,92 hectares

(3,191 acres) of land as natumeserves and conservation covenants.

1 As well, on March 14, 2018¢ Islands Trust Council passed unanimously a Reconciliation Declaration to
acknowledge First Nations (Islands Trust 2019)
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The vision of the Islands Trust Conservancy is that the islands and waters of the Strait of
Georgia and Howe Soufd (1 f Q | willbé@ &Svibrant tapestry of culture and ecology where
humans live and work in harmonytiithe natural world. This special place will have a
network of protected areas that preserve in perpetuity the native species and natural
systems of the islands. Engaged residents and conservation partners will work together to
protect large natural areaand key wildlife habitat. Viable ecosystems will flourish alongside
healthy island communities.

The mission of the Islands Trust Conservancy is to protect special places by encouraging,
undertaking and assisting in voluntary conservation initiativeliwthe Islands Trust Area.

Islands Trust Conservancy nature reserves are managed to maintain, preserve and protect

the natural features and values of ecosystems. This level of protection is similar to the
International Union for Conservation of Natur&/@N) protected area Category 1B:

2 A f RS NY Sadagge dredBf binvhodified or slightly modified land and/or sea; retaining

its natural character and influence, without permanent or significant habitation, which is
protected and managed inordertopré$@@S A G a Yyl Gdz2NF £ O2yRAGAZ2YE

1.2 Purpose of Islands Trustonservancyanagement Plans
ITC management plans provide background information and set out the direction of
property management as follows:

1 Provide general and descriptive infoation on the property, including location,
history, and land use
Set out the conservation goals and objectives for the property
Identify the property's ecological and/or cultural values and features
Describe the management issues associated wighpfoperty.
Provide short, medium and lortgrm management recommendations (action items
or tasks) on issues such as: Species at Risk protection; ecological restoration; public
access; educational and research opportunities; invasive species managengknt; a
signage needs.
1 Preserve and protect cultural, spiritual, and sacred locations

= =4 -4

Once the management plan process is complete, the ITC will work to carry out the
management actions or strategies identified in the plan, as resources allow. Following
gereral practice and as outlined in tligaft conservation covenant and statutory right of
way, the ITC will revise the Management Plan every ten years.

1.3 Scope of Islands Trust Conservancy Management Plans

Consistent with the Islands Trust Reconciliatideclarationi§lands Trust 20)9ITC

recognizes that its nature reserves may be places of great cultural and spiritual significance
to First Nations. Guperativemanagement of thesprotectedplaceswill provide

opportunities toestablishand maintainmutually respectful relationshipsetweenthe

Islands Trust Conservancy and First NatiGetionshipbuilding, knowledgesharing,

healing, and establishment of trust are loteym processeshat do not necessarily conform

to the timeline required for mag management activities (e.g. protecting species at risk,
maintaining trails and signage, controlling invasive species, etc.); theréstards Trust
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Conservancy is committed tedeloping a parallélanagement Plan for Areas of Cultural
Heritage and Sa@d Significancwiith a flexible timelineThisparallelManagement Plasets
out guiding principles for cooperative collaboration between ITCthageFirst Nations with
historical and cultural interests in trerea defined by one or monmeature reservs.
Moreover,the Management Pladefines the common vision, objectives, policies, and best
management practices for the nature resef(sgo ensurethat its natural values andultural
and sacred heritage amaintained for future generations.

1.4 Protected AreaPurpose

The purpose of Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve is to protect, in perpetuity, the upland
forest andseasonatreeks for the benefit of the flora and fauna of the reserve, and to allow
for low impact recreation and nature appreciation oppaenities for visitors to the reserve.

1.5 Protected AreaDbjectives
The objectives for the Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve are:

1. Preserve the forested areas as an undisturbed natural area and wildlife sanctuary;

2. Protect the distinct ecological commtieis and the species at risk that depend on
them:;

3. Protect and, where necessary and feasible, restore the plant and animal
communities and ecological processes at the site;

4. Provide low impact public access in areas where such uses are compatible with
protection of ecological and archeological values;

5. Support and enhance continued use of areas of sacred and cultural significance by
First Nations where such uses are compatible with protection of ecological values;

6. Support ongoing inventory, mapping and mamihg to guide management
provided it does not interfere witlspecies atisk protection; and

7. Allow the natural ecological processes and functions to proceed unimpeded

without human intervention, except in the case of exceptional situations where
remediaton is considered imperative.

2.0 Roperty Information

The Fairyslipper Forest Nature
Reserve is 16.58 hectares (40.96
acres) in sizeThe property was
surveyed in October 2017 by Edwin
Wilson, Duncan, BC.

2.1location

From the Thetis Island ferry dock
travel 66m northwest to Pilkey Point
Road. Travetorth on Pilkey Point
Road for300 m as it veers northeast,

, by, * .~ 3 a4 ; S i ; : 2N\ <
then turn left (north) on North Cove e - . .
Road. Travel 400 m north on North Photo2. Ann Eriksson (ThINC) looks at the brass
monument in thenorthwest cornerof the reserve.

Cove Road then veer left, staying on
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the road as it curves west and thenntto Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve is
approximately 800 m alonjorth Cove Roadn the east side of the road.

2.2legal description
The legal description of the property is: Lot A District Lots 6 and 10 Township Thetis,
Cowichan District, Plan EPPB68PID: 036832-184).

2.3Legal Access
The property is accessed via North Cove Road.

2.4 LandscapeContext

Fairyslipper Foress the secondargest of six protected areas on Thetis Island, whidisedf
recognized by ITC as beinguwdry Highconsenation priority within the Islands Trust Area
based on factorsuch as thaeed for sensitive ecosystem protection, level of unprotected
land, and disturbance threat (ITC 2@).8Fairyslipper Foress alsothe onlypublicly
accessiblgrotected area on Thes Island Other protected areas on the islardle located
within approximatelyl-1.5 km of the reserveto the northeast (Figure 1).

Fairyslipper Foress surrounded by privatelgnanagedots that range in size fror.0
hectares(2.5 acresjo 37.8 redares(93.4 acres)Theadjacentprivately-managedots to the
south and southwest of the resenare smallewith singlelarge parced on each of the

north, west and east sidesf the reserve Thesouthwesterncornerof the property lies along
North CoveRoad(Figure 1)The adjacent lots east of North Cove Road are undeveloped next
to the reserve.
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Location of Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve and
surrounding Protected Areas, Thetis Island May 2018

RN

Y%

Fairyslipper Forest Nature
Reserve

Metres !
1,500 2,000 - o Protected Area

h

Figurel. Locationof Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve and other protected ar@&etis Island
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2.5 Site History

Thetis Islands within the traditional territory of several Coast Salish First Natiams have
called this place home since time immemorial. Twast Salish peoplesaintained a vital,
dynamic, and sustainable connection to thirritory and developedich culturd, spiritual,

and traditional ecological knowledgeowever, cultural heritage and sacred sites of Thetis
Island and the greater Islands Trust Area were severely impacted by European settlement.
Pastarcheologicahctivities, vandalism, and land use havstdrbed sites of cultural and
spiritual importanceNevertheless,le land and the greater territoryemainsan

embodiment of the stories, oral history, awdlture of these First Nations.

Europeans first settled on Thetis Island in 3&nd the early S#ers built the roads and
homesteads that delineate the island today (Islands Trust 20tiBland on which the

Nature Reservaow sitswasformerly part of the Burchell Farm and wéeser soldto

become part of Overbury farm in approximately 1910 (Kasgiers. comm. 2018]he site
wasfirst loggedover 100 years agdt was selectively logged the 1960s (Kasting pers.
comm. 2019)whenmany of the larger trees were left standing. There are remnants of the
old logging skid road on the property whichye regenerated to foreskire scars on the
veteran Dougladirs indicatethat the last wildfire occurre@pproximately 150 years ago
(Kasting pers. comm. 2019)here are no mapped historical fires in the reserve, although
small fires were recorded elsésre on southern Thetis Island in 1950, 1955 and 1966 (iMap
BC 2019).

2.6 Anthropogenic Features

There are no buildings or structures in the reseamel no known archeological siteé3ne of
the old skid roadis now a trail, whicls locatedin the easten part of the propertyclose to
the property line The trailis currentlyaccessed vithe privatey-managedoropertiesto the
north andeastof the reservg(Figure2). Anew trailwill be developed taonnect this trail to
North Cove Road as the primargcass to the reseryéhoughone or bothpre-existingtrails
on the adjacent propertiemaybe licensedo allow continueduse

There are other old skid roads on the property andny of them have become revegetated
with trees and shrubsmakingthem difficult to map Aseasonatreek now flows alongn

old road in the northwespart of theproperty: it is unclear if the creek has been diverted
and now flows over the road ortifie road was built over the creek

There isa rotting pile of lumber along #heastern property line. Details are provided in the
table below.

2The Islands Trust Conservamegognizes that the language commonly used to refer to land may be

disrespectful to First Nations. Rd SEI YL ST y2GA2ya 2F WLINAGFGSQ yR W/ NP

aboriginal tite ¢ KS ¢ 2 NRa manig@dre6r@iederllyyel vy 3SR I yReé gAft 0S dzaSF

G/ NEsYWt NROFGSE & Yyl 35RNR BIATRE ofSy RIGAYRR S8A RIS (217 R L2 6
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Photo3. Rotting abandoned lumber to the eastern
boundary of the Nature Reserve.

Table2. Anthropogenic features in Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve

Anthropogenic | Description Condition Photopoint
Feature Location
Trail Walking trailin the eastern portion | 30 cm average P4, P14, Figure
of the property, which was once a | cleared width
skid road
Old skid road Old road has become a seasonal | Some trees and P6, Figure 2
creek. shrubs have
established on the
old road.
Lumber Abandoned pileof decomposing Pile is mossovered | P3, Figur&
lumber. and decomposing.

An archeological assessmermompleted in partnership with First Nations knowledge
holders,would be required tadentify archeological sites on the property.

2.7Undersurface Ryhts
There is no mention of undersurface rights on the state of title certificate.

2.8 Notations, Charges, Liens and Interests
There is a Right of Way in favour of the British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority
(Registration Number 246383Q@his Right bWay is not currently used.

A Conservation Covenaand associated Statutory Right of Wgve not yet been
registered on the property.

2.9Local Planning Designations

The property is zoned R2 (Rur@$lands Trust 207). The eastern part of the propsr has
been identified as a Water Resource Area (Miagds Trust 20). There are no
Development Permit Areas on Thetis Island.
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2.10EXxisting PublicFirst Nationsand Other Use

Fairyslipper Forest Nate Reserve falls within thierritory of several Fst Nations, including
the core territory of thePenelakut Tribeand as suchas been a site of cultural activity for
thousands of yearshere isknowledge and oral history relating to this siteat mayor may

not be shared outside of the membershgpa First NationAs a first step toward
strengthening cultural connections to the land that were negatively impacted by European
settlement, ITC is workingith the Penelakut Tribe to draft a Management Plan for Areas of
Cultural Heritage and Sacred Sigmaficethat will support and enhance the continued use of
the site by the Penakut community

The current access trail to the reserfvem North Cove Roatlespasses ovesne adjacent
privately-managedproperty to the southand east(Figure2). To remedy this, tiere are plans
to install a lowimpact hiking trail fromiNorth Cove Road which will connect with the existing
trail to provide an authorizedpublic access point to the resen@gns will be installect the
trailheadafter completion of theconnector trail and parking will be limited to a pullout at

the side of North Cove Roal trails on adjacent properties become licensed, their
connection to the authorized Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve trail may remain open.

Photo4. Foot trail in the eastern part of the Nature Reserve.
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There is currently no othenfrastructure within the reserve.

Figure2. Map showing rare species, vegetation types, wildlife trees, trail and other features
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