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Executive Summary  

Islands Trust Conservancy acknowledges and respects that Thetis Island is within the 
traditional territory of many Coast Salish peoples, whose historical relationship to the land, 
culture, and spirit of this place continues to this day. Islands Trust Conservancy is committed 
to honoring the rich history of Indigenous stewardship in the lands and waters of the Islands 
Trust Area and to building mutually respectful relationships between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous partners in conservation. Therefore, this Management Plan for Fairyslipper 
Forest Nature Reserve is a living document that will evolve as opportunities for knowledge 
sharing arise and understanding grows. 
 
Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve protects 16.58 hectares (40.96 acres) of land on southern 
Thetis Island. It was acquired in 2018 by the Islands Trust Conservancy (ITC), the Thetis Island 
Nature Conservancy (ThINC), and the Cowichan Community Land Trust (CCLT) after a three-
year fundraising campaign.  
 
Fairyslipper Forest is currently the only publicly accessible protected area on Thetis Island. It 
protects maturing Coastal Douglas-fir forests with many older veteran trees. There are two 
seasonal creeks in the northwestern part of the reserve. Eight rare species (one bat, four 
birds, one frog, one plant, and one lichen species) have been observed in or near the 
reserve. The reserve is named after the fairy-slipper orchids (Calypso bulbosa) that bloom 
throughout the reserve in the spring.  
 
There is a public hiking trail through the eastern portion of the reserve, which currently 
passes through adjacent privately-managed land. A key management action is to provide 
public access to the reserve directly from North Cove Road by constructing a low-impact 
hiking trail that links up with the existing trail. Any unlicensed trails on adjacent privately-
managed lots that connect with the reserve will be closed at the boundary, with boundary 
signage and trail decommissioning to limit ongoing use. Once the trail route has been 
determined, signage should be installed to identify trailheads and outline permitted uses.  
 
The number of non-native invasive woody plants in the reserve is currently low and removal 
efforts should focus on Scotch broom and English holly since they are in early stages of 
invasion. Establishment of a volunteer warden program would help monitor the property 
and provide early detection of management concerns. 

  



 Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve Management Plan 2019 

Page 3 of 67 
 

Tables and Lists  

Table of Contents 

Executive Summary .................................................................................................................... 2 

Tables and Lists ........................................................................................................................... 3 

Acknowledgements .................................................................................................................... 6 

1.0 Introduction .......................................................................................................................... 7 

1.1 Islands Trust Conservancy ................................................................................................ 7 

1.2 Purpose of Islands Trust Conservancy Management Plans.............................................. 8 

1.3 Scope of Islands Trust Conservancy Management Plans ................................................. 8 

1.4 Protected Area Purpose ................................................................................................... 9 

1.5 Protected Area Objectives ................................................................................................ 9 

2.0 Property Information ............................................................................................................ 9 

2.1 Location ............................................................................................................................ 9 

2.2 Legal description ............................................................................................................. 10 

2.3 Legal Access .................................................................................................................... 10 

2.4 Landscape Context ......................................................................................................... 10 

2.5 Site History ...................................................................................................................... 12 

2.6 Anthropogenic Features ................................................................................................. 12 

2.7 Undersurface Rights ....................................................................................................... 13 

2.8 Notations, Charges, Liens and Interests ......................................................................... 13 

2.9 Local Planning Designations ........................................................................................... 13 

2.10 Existing Public, First Nations and Other Use ................................................................ 14 

3.0 Inventory by Ecological Community ................................................................................... 16 

3.1 Ecological Significance .................................................................................................... 16 

3.2 Climate ............................................................................................................................ 17 

3.3 Geology and Physiology .................................................................................................. 18 

3.4 Hydrology ........................................................................................................................ 18 

3.5 Soils ................................................................................................................................. 18 

3.6 Ecological Classifications ................................................................................................ 19 

3.7 Ecological Communities and Site Series ......................................................................... 19 

3.7.1 Ecological Community 1 .......................................................................................... 19 

3.7.2 Ecological Community 2 .......................................................................................... 23 

3.7.3 Ecological Community 3 .......................................................................................... 26 

3.8 Wildlife Species ............................................................................................................... 29 

3.9 Expected Change Over Time........................................................................................... 30 

4.0 Threats ................................................................................................................................ 30 

4.1 Expected Change to Threats Over Time ......................................................................... 32 

5.0 Community Engagement .................................................................................................... 32 

5.1 Adjacent Landholders ..................................................................................................... 32 

5.2 First Nations .................................................................................................................... 32 

5.3 Conservation Partners and Community Members ......................................................... 33 

5.4 Engagement Results ....................................................................................................... 33 

6.0 Management Recommendations ....................................................................................... 33 



 Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve Management Plan 2019 

Page 4 of 67 
 

6.1 Management Roles ......................................................................................................... 34 

6.2 Permitted and Prohibited Uses ...................................................................................... 34 

6.3 Proposed Monitoring Program ....................................................................................... 34 

6.4 Public Access ................................................................................................................... 35 

6.5  Signage ........................................................................................................................... 35 

6.6 Trail Use, Maintenance and Development ..................................................................... 35 

6.7 Protection Initiatives for Sensitive Ecosystems and Species and Ecosystems at Risk ... 36 

6.8 Ecological Restoration Options....................................................................................... 36 

6.9 Scientific Research/Education Opportunities................................................................. 36 

6.10 Exotic and Invasive Species Management .................................................................... 37 

6.11 Wildfire Risk Management ........................................................................................... 37 

6.12 Climate Change Impacts and Management ................................................................. 37 

7.0 Action Items ........................................................................................................................ 37 

7.1 Immediate Actions (1-2 years) ....................................................................................... 38 

7.2 Short term Actions (3-5 years) ....................................................................................... 38 

7.3 Ongoing or Annual Action Items .................................................................................... 38 

8.0 Conclusion .......................................................................................................................... 39 

9.0 References .......................................................................................................................... 40 

10.0 Appendices ....................................................................................................................... 43 

 
List of Figures 
Figure 1. Location of Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve and other protected areas, Thetis 

Island. ................................................................................................................................ 11 

Figure 2. Map showing rare species, vegetation types, wildlife trees, trail and other features
 ........................................................................................................................................... 15 

Figure 3. Average temperature and precipitation at Nanaimo A (nearest weather station to 
Thetis Island). .................................................................................................................... 18 

 
List of Tables 
Table 1. The primary author and other contributors to the management plan, and their 

contributions, affiliations, and professional qualifications. ................................................ 6 

Table 2. Anthropogenic features in Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve ................................. 13 

Table 3. Species at Risk found in Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve (ranks from Province of 
British Columbia 2018). ..................................................................................................... 16 

Table 4. Ecological communities found in Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve. ...................... 17 

Table 5. Summary description of Ecological Community 1. ..................................................... 21 

Table 6. Species associated with Ecological Community 1. ..................................................... 22 

Table 7. Summary description of Ecological Community 2. ..................................................... 24 

Table 8. Species associated with ecological community 2 ....................................................... 25 

Table 9. Summary description of Ecological Community 3. ..................................................... 27 

Table 10. Species associated with ecological community 3 ..................................................... 28 

Table 11. Wildlife species observed in Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve ............................ 30 

Table 12. Summary of Threats to the Nature Reserve. ............................................................ 30 

 
List of Photos 
All photos by Carrina Maslovat 



 Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve Management Plan 2019 

Page 5 of 67 
 

Photo 1. One of many fairy-slipper orchids in Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve ................... 1 

Photo 2. Ann Eriksson (ThINC) looks at the brass monument in the northwest corner of the 
reserve. ................................................................................................................................ 9 

Photo 3. Rotting abandoned lumber to the eastern boundary of the Nature Reserve. .......... 13 

Photo 4. Foot trail in the eastern part of the Nature Reserve. ................................................ 14 

Photo 5. Blue-listed Ozette Coralroot in the Nature Reserve. ................................................. 19 

Photo 6. Ecological Community 1 showing representative dense understory vegetation. ..... 20 

Photo 7. Vegetation Type 2 showing large western redcedar tree and mixed understorey 
vegetation in wetter portions of Ecological Community 2. .............................................. 23 

Photo 8. Ecological Community 3, young forest. ..................................................................... 26 

Photo 9. Raptor bones, possibly from a Bald Eagle.................................................................. 29 

Photo 10. Veteran Douglas-fir tree in the Nature Reserve with diameter at breast height of 
approximately 2 m. ........................................................................................................... 29 

Photo 11. Erosion caused by seasonal creek flowing along old road. ..................................... 32 

Photo 12. Existing trail in the Nature Reserve. ........................................................................ 35 

Photo 13. Non-native English holly seedlings in the Nature Reserve. ..................................... 37 

 
List of Appendixes 
Appendix A. Plant species recorded in Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve April 15, 2015 .... 43 

Appendix B. Avian Species Observed in Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve .......................... 46 

Appendix C. Photographic Documentation .............................................................................. 47 

!ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ 5Φ !ŎƻǳǎǘƛŎ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ .ŀǘ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΥ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ tƻƴŘΣ ¢ƘŜǘƛǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
2015 ................................................................................................................................... 49 

Appendix E. Letter to Residents of Thetis Island ...................................................................... 52 

Appendix F. Management Planning Questionnaire for Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve ... 54 

Appendix G. Letter to First Nations .......................................................................................... 56 

Appendix H. Photopoint Photographs of Reserve Boundaries ................................................ 59 

 

  

file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390285
file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390285
file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390286
file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390287
file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390288
file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390292
file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390293
file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390293
file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390294
file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390295
file://///islandstrust.local/DFSMain/EDM/02%20Properties%20&%20Buildings/0950%20Properties%20ITC%20Owned/20%20Properties%20(P)/TH/Fairyslipper%20Forest%20NR/Management/Management%20Plan%202018/ITC_2019-09-06_Fairyslipper-Forest-NR_MP_Final.docx%23_Toc20390296


 Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve Management Plan 2019 

Page 6 of 67 
 

Acknowledgements  

The author thanks the Thetis Island Nature Conservancy (ThINC) for their tireless work to 
protect Fairyslipper Forest. Special thanks to Ann Eriksson (ThINC) for describing key 
management issues on site and providing important background information. Thanks to 
Nuala Murphy of Islands Trust Conservancy (ITC) for her dedication in managing ITCΩǎ 
reserves and sanctuaries and her commitment to species at risk inventories. Thanks to Ryan 
Batten for his plant and bryophyte data and to James Clowater for his avian species list. 
Thanks also to Jemma Green (ITC) for providing the final review of this document. Jemma 
Green wishes to thank Lisa Wilcox (Islands Trust) and Penelakut elders for their time and 
knowledge sharing. 
 
Table 1. The primary author and other contributors to the management plan, and their contributions, 
affiliations, and professional qualifications. 

 

Name Position/Affiliation Professional 
Accreditation or 
subject expertise 

Contribution 

Carrina Maslovat Biologist, Consultant R.P. Bio. Author, rare plant 
inventory 2015, 2018 

Nuala Murphy Ecosystem Protection 
Specialist, Islands Trust 
Conservancy 

  
Review of document, 
public consultation 

Jemma Green Property Management 
Specialist, Islands Trust 
Conservancy 

 Review of document 

Ann Eriksson Thetis Island Nature 
Conservancy (ThINC) 

Biologist On site guidance and 
expertise 

Ryan Batten Biologist, Beacon 
Consulting 

Biologist Inventory of lichens, 
mosses and rare 
plants, 2015 

James Clowater Consultant M.Sc. Biologist Inventory of avian 
species, 2015 



 Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve Management Plan 2019 

Page 7 of 67 
 

1.0 Introduction 

Thetis Island is situated within the traditional territory of the Coast Salish peoples, who share 
a rich history of stewardship in the lands and waters of the Islands Trust Area that inspires 
the work of Islands Trust Conservancy and its partners. Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve, 
located on lower Burchell Hill, southern Thetis Island, was protected in 2018 by the Islands 
Trust Conservancy (ITC), the Thetis Island Nature Conservancy (ThINC), and the Cowichan 
Community Land Trust (CCLT) after a three-year fundraising campaign that raised over half 
the purchase amount from generous resident donors and other individual supporters. The 
remaining half of the purchase price was raised through grant contributions and funding 
from the CCLT (Islands Trust Conservancy 2018b).  The property is held by Islands Trust 
Conservancy and the ITC is currently negotiating a covenant with ThINC and CCLT. ITC will 
co-manage the reserve with these partners, the Thetis Island community, and First Nations. 
 
Fairyslipper Forest is currently the only publicly accessible protected area on Thetis Island. It 
protects maturing Coastal Douglas-fir forests and there are significant watershed values in 
the reserve. The reserve is named after the fairy-slipper orchids (Calypso bulbosa) that 
bloom throughout the reserve in the spring. There is a pre-existing public hiking trail through 
the eastern part of the reserve that will be incorporated into a new trail loop within the 
reserve.  
 
1.1 Islands Trust Conservancy 
Since time immemorial, the lands and waters between Vancouver Island and mainland 
British Columbia have been home to the Coast Salish people, whose ecological, cultural, and 
spiritual connections to this place continue to this day. In 1974, the Province of British 
Columbia recognized this region as a special place within the province where the unique 
beauty, rural character and diverse ecosystems should be protected for future generations. 
Through the Islands Trust Act, the province established the Islands Trust, a local government, 
with the following mandate (known as the Object of the Islands Trust):  

  
To preserve and protect the trust area and its unique amenities and environment for 
the benefit of the residents of the trust area and of British Columbia generally, in 
cooperation with municipalities, regional districts, improvement districts, other 
persons and organizations and the government of British Columbia. (Islands Trust 
2018a)1 

  
In 1990, through the enactment of a section of Islands Trust Act, the Islands Trust 
Conservancy (originally called the Islands Trust Fund) was established as a conservation land 
ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘέ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜΦ tŀǊǘ с ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ 
Act establishes the corporate status, responsibilities, and governance structure of the Islands 
Trust Conservancy. The Islands Trust Conservancy is one of fifteen corporate entities charged 
to uphold the Object of the Islands Trust and, since 1990, has protected 1,292 hectares 
(3,191 acres) of land as nature reserves and conservation covenants.  
  
                                                 
1 As well, on March 14, 2019 the Islands Trust Council passed unanimously a Reconciliation Declaration to 
acknowledge First Nations (Islands Trust 2019) 
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The vision of the Islands Trust Conservancy is that the islands and waters of the Strait of 
Georgia and Howe Sound/!ǘƭΩƪŀтǘŜƳ will be a vibrant tapestry of culture and ecology where 
humans live and work in harmony with the natural world. This special place will have a 
network of protected areas that preserve in perpetuity the native species and natural 
systems of the islands. Engaged residents and conservation partners will work together to 
protect large natural areas and key wildlife habitat. Viable ecosystems will flourish alongside 
healthy island communities.  
  
The mission of the Islands Trust Conservancy is to protect special places by encouraging, 
undertaking and assisting in voluntary conservation initiatives within the Islands Trust Area. 
Islands Trust Conservancy nature reserves are managed to maintain, preserve and protect 
the natural features and values of ecosystems. This level of protection is similar to the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) protected area Category 1B: 
²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ŀǊŜŀΥ άa large area of unmodified or slightly modified land and/or sea; retaining 
its natural character and influence, without permanent or significant habitation, which is 
protected and managed in order to preseǊǾŜ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴέ ό[ƻŎƪǿƻƻŘ нллсύΦ 
 
1.2 Purpose of Islands Trust Conservancy Management Plans   
ITC management plans provide background information and set out the direction of 
property management as follows:  

¶ Provide general and descriptive information on the property, including location, 
history, and land use.  

¶ Set out the conservation goals and objectives for the property.   

¶ Identify the property's ecological and/or cultural values and features.  

¶ Describe the management issues associated with the property.  

¶ Provide short, medium and long-term management recommendations (action items 
or tasks) on issues such as: Species at Risk protection; ecological restoration; public 
access; educational and research opportunities; invasive species management; and 
signage needs.  

¶ Preserve and protect cultural, spiritual, and sacred locations. 
  
Once the management plan process is complete, the ITC will work to carry out the 
management actions or strategies identified in the plan, as resources allow. Following 
general practice and as outlined in the draft conservation covenant and statutory right of 
way, the ITC will revise the Management Plan every ten years. 
 
1.3 Scope of Islands Trust Conservancy Management Plans   
Consistent with the Islands Trust Reconciliation Declaration (Islands Trust 2019), ITC 
recognizes that its nature reserves may be places of great cultural and spiritual significance 
to First Nations. Cooperative management of these protected places will provide 
opportunities to establish and maintain mutually respectful relationships between the 
Islands Trust Conservancy and First Nations. Relationship-building, knowledge-sharing, 
healing, and establishment of trust are long-term processes that do not necessarily conform 
to the timeline required for many management activities (e.g. protecting species at risk, 
maintaining trails and signage, controlling invasive species, etc.); therefore, Islands Trust 
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Conservancy is committed to developing a parallel Management Plan for Areas of Cultural 
Heritage and Sacred Significance with a flexible timeline. This parallel Management Plan sets 
out guiding principles for cooperative collaboration between ITC and those First Nations with 
historical and cultural interests in the area defined by one or more nature reserves. 
Moreover, the Management Plan defines the common vision, objectives, policies, and best 
management practices for the nature reserve(s) to ensure that its natural values and cultural 
and sacred heritage are maintained for future generations. 
 
1.4 Protected Area Purpose 
The purpose of Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve is to protect, in perpetuity, the upland 
forest and seasonal creeks for the benefit of the flora and fauna of the reserve, and to allow 
for low impact recreation and nature appreciation opportunities for visitors to the reserve.  
 
1.5 Protected Area Objectives 
The objectives for the Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve are: 

1. Preserve the forested areas as an undisturbed natural area and wildlife sanctuary;  
2. Protect the distinct ecological communities and the species at risk that depend on 

them; 
3. Protect and, where necessary and feasible, restore the plant and animal 

communities and ecological processes at the site;  
4. Provide low impact public access in areas where such uses are compatible with 

protection of ecological and archeological values;  
5. Support and enhance continued use of areas of sacred and cultural significance by 

First Nations where such uses are compatible with protection of ecological values; 
6. Support ongoing inventory, mapping and monitoring to guide management 

provided it does not interfere with species at risk protection; and 
7. Allow the natural ecological processes and functions to proceed unimpeded 

without human intervention, except in the case of exceptional situations where 
remediation is considered imperative. 

2.0 Property Information 

The Fairyslipper Forest Nature 
Reserve is 16.58 hectares (40.96 
acres) in size. The property was 
surveyed in October 2017 by Edwin 
Wilson, Duncan, BC. 

 
2.1 Location  
From the Thetis Island ferry dock 
travel 66 m northwest to Pilkey Point 
Road. Travel north on Pilkey Point 
Road for 300 m as it veers northeast, 
then turn left (north) on North Cove 
Road. Travel 400 m north on North 
Cove Road then veer left, staying on 

Photo 2. Ann Eriksson (ThINC) looks at the brass 
monument in the northwest corner of the reserve. 
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the road as it curves west and then north. Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve is 
approximately 800 m along North Cove Road on the east side of the road. 

 
2.2 Legal description 
The legal description of the property is: Lot A District Lots 6 and 10 Township Thetis, 
Cowichan District, Plan EPP76866 (PID: 030-332-184). 
 
2.3 Legal Access 
The property is accessed via North Cove Road. 

 
2.4 Landscape Context 
Fairyslipper Forest is the second-largest of six protected areas on Thetis Island, which is itself 
recognized by ITC as being of Very High conservation priority within the Islands Trust Area 
based on factors such as the need for sensitive ecosystem protection, level of unprotected 
land, and disturbance threat (ITC 2018a). Fairyslipper Forest is also the only publicly 
accessible protected area on Thetis Island. Other protected areas on the island are located 
within approximately 1-1.5 km of the reserve, to the northeast (Figure 1). 
 
Fairyslipper Forest is surrounded by privately-managed lots that range in size from 1.0 
hectares (2.5 acres) to 37.8 hectares (93.4 acres). The adjacent privately-managed lots to the 
south and southwest of the reserve are smaller with single large parcels on each of the 
north, west and east sides of the reserve. The southwestern corner of the property lies along 
North Cove Road (Figure 1). The adjacent lots east of North Cove Road are undeveloped next 
to the reserve.  
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Figure 1. Location of Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve and other protected areas, Thetis Island. 
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2.5 Site History2  
Thetis Island is within the traditional territory of several Coast Salish First Nations who have 
called this place home since time immemorial. The Coast Salish peoples maintained a vital, 
dynamic, and sustainable connection to their territory and developed rich cultural, spiritual, 
and traditional ecological knowledge. However, cultural heritage and sacred sites of Thetis 
Island and the greater Islands Trust Area were severely impacted by European settlement. 
Past archeological activities, vandalism, and land use have disturbed sites of cultural and 
spiritual importance. Nevertheless, the land and the greater territory remains an 
embodiment of the stories, oral history, and culture of these First Nations. 
 
Europeans first settled on Thetis Island in 1873 and the early settlers built the roads and 
homesteads that delineate the island today (Islands Trust 2011). The land on which the 
Nature Reserve now sits was formerly part of the Burchell Farm and was later sold to 
become part of Overbury farm in approximately 1910 (Kasting pers. comm. 2018). The site 
was first logged over 100 years ago. It was selectively logged in the 1960s (Kasting pers. 
comm. 2019), when many of the larger trees were left standing. There are remnants of the 
old logging skid road on the property which have regenerated to forest. Fire scars on the 
veteran Douglas-firs indicate that the last wildfire occurred approximately 150 years ago 
(Kasting pers. comm. 2019). There are no mapped historical fires in the reserve, although 
small fires were recorded elsewhere on southern Thetis Island in 1950, 1955 and 1966 (iMap 
BC 2019). 
 
2.6 Anthropogenic Features 
There are no buildings or structures in the reserve and no known archeological sites. One of 
the old skid roads is now a trail, which is located in the eastern part of the property close to 
the property line. The trail is currently accessed via the privately-managed properties to the 
north and east of the reserve (Figure 2). A new trail will be developed to connect this trail to 
North Cove Road as the primary access to the reserve, though one or both pre-existing trails 
on the adjacent properties may be licensed to allow continued use. 
 
There are other old skid roads on the property and many of them have become revegetated 
with trees and shrubs, making them difficult to map. A seasonal creek now flows along an 
old road in the northwest part of the property: it is unclear if the creek has been diverted 
and now flows over the road or if the road was built over the creek.  
There is a rotting pile of lumber along the eastern property line. Details are provided in the 
table below. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 The Islands Trust Conservancy recognizes that the language commonly used to refer to land may be 
disrespectful to First Nations. FoǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƴƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ/ǊƻǿƴΩ ƭŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ 
aboriginal title. ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ managed landέ or άfederally ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ƭŀƴŘέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ά/Ǌƻǿƴ.έ άtǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ άǇǊƛǾŀǘŜέ ŀƴŘ άƭŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άƭŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜǊΦέ 
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Table 2. Anthropogenic features in Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve 
Anthropogenic 
Feature 

Description  Condition Photopoint 
Location 

Trail Walking trail in the eastern portion 
of the property, which was once a 
skid road.  

30 cm average 
cleared width. 

P4, P14, Figure 2 

Old skid road Old road has become a seasonal 
creek.  

Some trees and 
shrubs have 
established on the 
old road. 

P6, Figure 2 

Lumber Abandoned pile of decomposing 
lumber. 

Pile is moss-covered 
and decomposing. 

P3, Figure 2 

 

An archeological assessment, completed in partnership with First Nations knowledge 
holders, would be required to identify archeological sites on the property. 
 
2.7 Undersurface Rights  
There is no mention of undersurface rights on the state of title certificate. 
 
2.8 Notations, Charges, Liens and Interests 
There is a Right of Way in favour of the British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority 
(Registration Number 246383G). This Right of Way is not currently used. 
 
A Conservation Covenant and associated Statutory Right of Way have not yet been 
registered on the property. 
 
2.9 Local Planning Designations 
The property is zoned R2 (Rural) (Islands Trust 2017). The eastern part of the property has 
been identified as a Water Resource Area (W) (Islands Trust 2016). There are no 
Development Permit Areas on Thetis Island. 
 

Photo 3. Rotting abandoned lumber to the eastern 
boundary of the Nature Reserve.  
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2.10 Existing Public, First Nations and Other Use 
Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve falls within the territory of several First Nations, including 
the core territory of the Penelakut Tribe, and as such has been a site of cultural activity for 
thousands of years. There is knowledge and oral history relating to this site that may or may 
not be shared outside of the membership of a First Nation. As a first step toward 
strengthening cultural connections to the land that were negatively impacted by European 
settlement, ITC is working with the Penelakut Tribe to draft a Management Plan for Areas of 
Cultural Heritage and Sacred Significance that will support and enhance the continued use of 
the site by the Penelakut community.  
 
The current access trail to the reserve from North Cove Road trespasses over one adjacent 
privately-managed property to the south and east (Figure 2). To remedy this, there are plans 
to install a low-impact hiking trail from North Cove Road which will connect with the existing 
trail to provide an authorized public access point to the reserve. Signs will be installed at the 
trailhead after completion of the connector trail and parking will be limited to a pullout at 
the side of North Cove Road. If trails on adjacent properties become licensed, their 
connection to the authorized Fairyslipper Forest Nature Reserve trail may remain open. 

Photo 4. Foot trail in the eastern part of the Nature Reserve. 
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There is currently no other infrastructure within the reserve.

 
Figure 2. Map showing rare species, vegetation types, wildlife trees, trail and other features 


























































































