Modernizing Land Use Planning
in British Columbia
WHAT IS MODERNIZED LAND USE PLANNING?
Land use planning sets the strategic direction to guide
sustainable resource stewardship and management of
provincial public land and waters that meets economic,
environmental, social, and cultural objectives. In other
words, it sets high-level direction and helps define
‘what’ can occur on the land base. Modernized land use
planning is led by the B.C. government in partnership
with Indigenous governments and with engagement
of communities, local government, industry and other
stakeholders. Land use planning will focus on priority areas
in the province to resolve current land use and resource
management challenges.
WHY IS IT NEEDED?
Ninety-four per cent of British Columbia is provincial public
land. Existing land use plans in B.C. cover over 90% of
provincial public land. However, today’s land and resource
management challenges require a renewed approach
to land use planning. Key drivers include:
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The B.C. government is committed to collaborating with
Indigenous governments in natural resource management
that is informed by the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action. As part
of this approach, it has committed $16 million over three
years (2018-19 to 2020-21) to work collaboratively with
Indigenous governments, communities, and stakeholders
to modernize land use planning.

¬¬ RECONCILIATION with Indigenous governments
and the B.C. government’s commitment to implement
UNDRIP.
¬¬ ENSURING COMMUNITIES AND STAKEHOLDERS
are engaged in land and resource planning.
¬¬ A GROWING ECONOMY and increased demand on
natural resources and the need to balance economic,
environmental, social, and cultural objectives.
¬¬ INCREASING COMPLEXITY as a result of climate
change and factors that affect the land base, including
species-at-risk management, wildfires, flooding,
and drought.
¬¬ ADDRESSING CUMULATIVE EFFECTS on natural
resource values.

MODERNIZING LAND USE PLANNING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

1

INTENDED OUTCOMES

WHO IS INVOLVED?

Modernizing land use planning will support past planning
and ongoing stewardship initiatives, and capitalize on new
opportunities in response to emerging challenges in the
management of B.C.’s public lands and natural resources.

The Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development and the Ministry of Indigenous
Relations and Reconciliation are partnering with
Indigenous governments and engaging with stakeholders
to design and develop the modernized approach.

As well as advancing reconciliation efforts, land use
planning will support economic opportunities, increase
certainty for those who operate on the land and provide
trusted stewardship of B.C.’s natural resources.
Reconciliation
Land use planning will be carried out in partnership
between the B.C. government and Indigenous
governments. The values, traditions, knowledge, and
cultural practices of Indigenous people will be an integral
component of planning processes.
Strong, sustainable economy
Land use planning will improve dialogue between the B.C.
government, Indigenous governments, and industry. It will
help build relationships and identify solutions needed to
advance economic opportunities for rural communities
and create lasting economic benefits for all B.C. residents.
Resource stewardship
Land use planning will help manage our resources in a
changing climate. Updated data and information from
ongoing stewardship initiatives will support and inform
planning processes.

Targeted engagement with local governments, industry,
non-government organizations, stakeholders, and the
public throughout all planning processes will ensure
various interests are identified and considered in all plans.
WHERE WILL IT OCCUR?
Land use planning will be targeted to selected priority
areas throughout the province on provincial public land
and waters. It will not include federal lands and water,
private lands, or provincially designated Agricultural
Land Reserve lands.
The B.C. government has been engaging with Indigenous
governments and stakeholders to identify high-priority
planning projects. Projects will focus on urgent land-based
management challenges and will support provincial
priorities, including reconciliation and the economy.
New land use planning projects will begin in 2019-2020.
LEARN MORE ONLINE AT
WWW.GOV.BC.CA/LANDUSEPLANNING

Approach
¬¬ PARTNERSHIP with Indigenous governments
¬¬ ENGAGEMENT with communities and stakeholders
¬¬ FLEXIBILITY in the scale and scope of planning
¬¬ INFORMED by cumulative effects assessments
and integrated monitoring data

LEARN MORE ONLINE AT:
www.gov.bc.ca/landuseplanning
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