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In vicinity
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IRRIGATED LANDS NEAR OLIVER.
ITUATE in Southern Okanagan Valley, south of
Penticton, the warmest, lowest, and earliest por>
hon of that well-known fruit-growing district, a tract ,
of several thousand acres is being subdivided in fruitgrowing areas of IO to over 20 acres and prepared for..
settlement and development.
An irrigation system has been installed which will
be operated by the Government until development
allow s of the creation of an irrigation district, after
whic.h the water-users will administer and manage the
system . The areas now being offered a re confined to
those within scope of the completed portion.
The tract extends from a short distance south of
Vaseaux Lake to the International Boundary. The ·
northerly part is 22 miles from Penticton. Agreement
has been made with the Kettle Valley Railway Company by the Government for completion of a branch,
now under construction, from Penticton-a divisional
point of the company's main line-through the tract,
with a station at Oliver.

S

OLIVER, B.C.
LIVER, :"hi.ch ':"ill be the admi.nistr~tive ce~tre
of the district, 1s a new towns1te laid out 111 a
picturesque part of the valley on the west of Okanagan
River, 25 miles south of Penticton. It has been subdivided into business and residential blocks, with
graded streets and domestic water and sewerage sys- ·
terns to be provided; electric light and power will be
available, as the transmission-line from Bonnlngton
Falls passes within a mile; railway service with station
and yards, parks, etc.; in fact, Oliver is expected to be
a modern business centre with all conveniences required j
by modern business and social life. The main highway will pass through the centre of the town .

O

Southern
Okanagan

Key.map showing the location of the irrigated fruit and garden
lands in Southern Okanagan Valley and the
townsite of Oliver .
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SOUTHERN 0KA NAGAN VALLEY WITJ{ IN TH E TR ACT N EAR OLIVER,

DEMONSTRATION NURSERY.
DEMONSTRATION plot has been established
about 5 miles south of O liver, within the tract,
where a limited amount of acclimatized nursery stock
of proved comm ercial varieties will be available to
settlers within the tract only in the spring of next year.
Prices will be published next autumn and orders taken
for spring delivery.
The fruit-growing tracts north and south of Oliver
will, in addition to th e irrigation suppl y, secure water'
for domestic purposes from the irrigation system, and
it will be necessary to ·h ave tanks, cisterns, or other
sources for a short time during the winter.

A

OPPORTUNITIES FOR HOME-SEEKERS.

W

ITH good soil and climatic conditions, vying
with those of any known fruit-growing district.
an excellent irrigation system, transportation facilities,
modern marketing systems, good roads, a well-planned
new town as the administrative centre for the district,

B.C.

and business depot of th e area well equipped w.ith
modern business and social conveniences, demonstration orchard, and with climate equable and scenic
attractions notable, there is no doubt that this district
will be the home of several thousand people living
. under most favourable con ditions.

A MODERN IRRIGATION SYSTEM.
~~ irrigation system is designed to cover every
ll'ngabl e acre that may be reached by g ravity and
an addi tional a rea of excellent land above the mam
canal by pumping.
·water is suppli ed by O kanagan River, which at the
point of diversion, about three-q uarters of a mile below
Vaseaux Lake, has a width of something over 200 feet .
A concrete dam raises the surface of the river 8 feet,
a nd while providing for the diversion of the necessary
water for the main canal through its three headgates
on the east bank, passes th e fl ood-flow, amounting to

T

PLACI N G CONCRETE LI N I N G I N THE MA I N CA N AL OF THE IRRIG ATIO N SY STE M .

some l,500 cubic feet per second, over its 200-foot .
spillway crest. The main canal, lined with concrete,
has a width of slightly over 18 feet on top and a depth
of over S feet, and carries with a net depth of 4.2 feet
a flow of 170 cubic feet per second.
The main canal soon meets a barrier in the way of
a vagrant stream-bed carrying large volumes of water
frorri the melting snows of spring, which it negotiates
by going under in the form of a concrete siphon, only
to find itself shortly against a huge bluff, whence it is
transformed into a metal flume, emerging thence into
concrete flume along a heavy rock-slide.
The varying disposition of the topography toward
the encroachment of man's design to transform a wilderness into a garden has had to be met by different
expedients suited to the purpose, and when about 7
miles down the valley this main artery shifts boldly
from one side of the valley to the other, being converted first into a continuous wood-stave pipe of 78
inches inside diameter and ending in a riveted steel pipe

80 inches in diameter, from the outlet of which the
main canal proceeds on its way south and a lateral
winds its way for 431;! miles up the west side of the
valley. Farther south again a part of the water is
returned to the east side of the valley and additional
water from a mountain source is to be brought for the
higher lands. Small diversions are in one or two
instances taken directly out of the river.
A large part of the distribution will be through concrete pipes, a plant for their manufacture being at
work. The design of the distribution is such that an
irrigating-head of I cubic foot per second may be supplied to each IO acres, while the main system will
provide water sufficient to cover _each acre under it to
a depth of IO inches during any month.
Pumping is to be resorted to for lands above the
main canal, the electrical energy to be obtained when
required from the high-tension transmission-line from
Bonnington Falls passing directly across the project
about a mile north of the townsite of Oliver.

CONTINUOUS WOOD-STAVE PIP E OF THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM.

TRANSPORTATION.

T

HE Kettle Valley Railway has made an agreement
with the Government to build a railway through
the tract to Osoyoos Lake from Pentlcton, a divisional
point of the main line, where also the Okanagan Lake
steamers connect with it and with the Canadian Pacific
Railway branch from Okanagan Landing via Vernon
to Sicamous, on the main line; these steamers connect
with all the cities, towns, and intermediate points along
the lake. Also the Canadian National Railways is building a ·branch from Kamloops to Vernon and Kelowna,
with a branch from Vernon to Lumby.
The Kettle Valley branch from Penticton has been
graded to Dog Lake, and the steamer " York " brought
to this lake for the steamer and barge service, and the
line has been located southward through the tract on
the west side of Okanagan River, and the station-site
at Oliver selected. When this railway is completed the
Oliver District will have easy access and adequate
marketing and supply facilities. Oliver is 25 miles

from Penticton, which is a modern business city of
3,500 people, prettily situated on the southern shore of
Okanagan Lake and 253 miles from Vancouvertwelve hours' journey-by rail. Penticton, where a
modern tourist hotel has been built and which is
growing in popularity as a tourist resort, has not only
well-equipped business houses, including a large departmental store but has also eight packing warehouses
'
.
and other industries.
A good trunk road runs throughout the valley, passing through Oliver, and the road from the Similkam.een
via Fairview to the boundary. The roads, well suited
to motoring, connect the highways from Penticton with
the Trans-Provincial Highway in the southern part of
the tract. Further roads are also to be constructed.

A N IRRIGATED ORCHARD I N THE 0 KAN AGAN V ALLE Y NEAR 0 KANAGAN LAKE.

THE TOWN OF OLIVER.
BOUT 25 miles south from Penticton, on the
branch which the Kettle Valley Railway is to
build through the · tract to Osoyoos Lake, is the town
of Oliver. The townsite has been subdivided on the
west of the Okanagan 'River on easy slopes and flats
in a picturesque and central portion of the valley, with'
good roads giving access to it. · The new town has been
well laid out. Blocks of business lots are subdivided,
with 25 feet frontage, and residential lots with 50 to
66 feet frontage. The railroad and the main road run
through the easterly portion of the town, and between
the railway and the Okanagan River park areas have
been laid out and a tract has been reserved for· park
purposes on the benches west of the town. A domestic
water-supply service and also a sewerage system is
being provided, and ci.rrangements made whereby electric light and power service can be obtained. The
transmission-line of the Kootenay Light and Power

A

Company 'crosses the valley about a mile north of
Oliver and arrangements have been made for a substation in vicinity of the . town. The Government
buildings heretofore located at Fairview are to be
removed to Oliver, which will in future be the administrative centre for the Similkameen Land Recording
Division, including that portion of the valley south of
Penticton, and it is anticipated that Oliver will be an
important business centre, vying with the other towns
of the district which have grown with the growth of
the horticultural industry in their vicinity to populous
and busy centres.
The new town is not only picturesquely situated,
but well located from the point of view of business and transportation, and will afford not only
excellent business, but also good social and recreative
possibilities.
The location · of the town of Oliver in relation to
the irrigated tracts north and south of the town is
indicated in the key-map printed on page I.
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APPLE-PICK I NG TIME IN THE ORCHARDS OF 0KANAGAN VALLEY.

MARKETS.
HE business of marketing the product of the
district north of the tract now offered has for
some years past reached a high degree of proficiency.
There are various concerns engaged, 'i ncluding co-opertive associations of growers with various locals which
sh ip to warehouses, from which the crop is marketed
on modern commercial lines, the association doing the
a dvertising and attending to marketing, transportation,
etc., hav ing its own offices on the Prairies and dealing
with foreign markets. It has its own packing-houses
in various parts of the district and a great frost-proof
warehouse 400 by 80 feet at Vernon. Other concerns
do a large packing and exporting business, both in
_ fruits and vegetables, with branches in other parts of
the district for packing and shipping and distributinghouses on the Prairies. Fru it-canneries and jamfac tories operated in the Okanagan District, which offer
a market for fruit too ripe for shipping or for inferior
grades, are likely to extend operations to this vicinity.

T

The report of the Okanagan United Growers-a·
co-operative-for 1919 shows that . in that year it
shipped 98,716 boxes of apples to Great Britain; about
7,000 boxes to New Zealand and Australia-much
more would have been shipped if steamer-space had
been obtainable-and l80,47I packages of fruit to the
United States. S hipments to the Uni ted States are
now only limited by the capacity of rai lroad equipment
to carry them across the border, and the shipments to
Eastern Canada are also increasing fast; in 1918 they
totalled 29, 520 packages; in 1919 the total was 78,480
packages; and the onion shipments increased in the
same period from three to thirty-eight car-loads.
V\Then the growers in the Olive r vicinity have their
trees bearing and their orchards and farms producing
they will be able to procure the same excellent market- .
ing facilities such as prevail in other parts of the district, and w ith the Ket~le Valley Railway in operation
through the tract there will be no difficulty in the way
of shipm ent.
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GE N ERAL VIEW I N THE OLIVER AREA SH OWI NG COURSE OF 0KANAGA N RIVER.

CLIMATE.

T

HE tract is the lowest in altitude of any part of
the Interior of British Columbia. Osoyoos Lake
is at altitude of 905 feet above sea-level. It has the
earliest season in the Interior. Situated in the warm,
sheltered Okanagan Valley-the sunny Okanagan, as
its residents know it-it is in the southern portion of
the Dry Belt of British Columbia, in which irrigation
is practised. The climate is not only healthful and
equable, but is also excellently suited to fruit-growing;
apples, peaches, pears, plums, apricots, cherries, and
other fruits can be raised advantageously. The climate is very favourable . The lowest temperature yet
recorded in Southern Okanagan is - 6° and the highest
is 104° .
The annual mean temperature of the meteorological
stations in vicinity of Okanagan Lake-Penticton,
Summerland, Kelowna, and Vernon-taken over a

term ' of years, ·show an annual mean average of 46°,
with a winter mean of 26° and summer mean of 64 °.
There have been no records kept in the southern por. tion of the Okanagan Valley, where the weather is
warmer. Precipitation in the Southern Okanagan is
about IO inches a year, a third in form of snow. The
precipitation increases with altitude.
.
Observations made in 1919 at Penticton show~d th.e
highest temperature 104° and the lowest -3 ° ; the precipitation 7-40 inches of rain and 17.70 ·inches of snow.
At Fairview, a few miles west of the tract, precipitation records over a term of two years showed an
average of 5-40 inches. At Keremeos, in Similkameen Valley, the average over five years was 9.80
inches, and at Penticton the average over eleven years
was l l .36 inches.
The low altitude and equable temperature mentioned
above combine to mature crops as early if not earlier
than elsewhere · in the Okanagan.

VALLEY LA NDS OF THE SOUTHERN 0KANAGAN VALLEY IN THE I RRIGATED TRACT.

GRAZING POSSIBILITIES.

DEVELOPMENT OF FRUIT-GROWING.

HE Crown ranges lying east and west of the
proj ect lands will furnish excellent spring, summer, and fall grazing for live stock raised on the valley
lands. These ranges can be used under t)1e beneficial
Grazing, Regulations of the Department. The amount
of hay required for winter feeding will seldom exceed
Yz ton per head of cattle, and as range stock makes its
greatest gains during the time it is out on the open
range, the utilization in this way of the nutritious
forage of the Crown range by each settler will be a
profitable venture and will greatly assist in the establishment of a prosperous community.
Under the Grazing Regulations permits are obtainable at the office of the District Forester for the use
of the available pasture on the Crown land. Permits
are issued on a per capita basis at nominal fee s, preference being given to resident owners of adjoining
lands.

EVELOPMENT of fruit-growing in the Okanagan is comparatively recent. The growth is best
shown 1,Jy the increasing production. Until 1916 the
annual value of the fruit produced did not exceed
$1,500,000 in Okanagan Valley and vicinity; the total
value of the apples, pears, peaches, plums, prunes,
apricots, cherries, strawberries, and bush-fruits in that
year being . $1,563,418. In 1917 a production of
$2,071,322 was recorded; in 1918, $2,529,274; and in
1919 the :figures are given as $4,843,960. V\Tith the
vegetables and other produce added, the total is about
$6,000,000 for the district. The figures for 1920
exceeded $5,000,000 for fruit alone; a local expert
placed the amount at $5,294,250.
In 1891 the total orchard area of the Province was
placed at 6,500 acres, and ten years later but l,ooo
additional acres had been added. By 1905 the area had
reached 29,000 acres and 20,000 acres were added in
1906, and since then there has been a steady growth.

T
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ONIONS GROWN BETWEEN THE FRUIT-TREES IN AN 0KANAGAN ORCHARD.

The first full car-load of apples was shipped from
British Columbia to the British market in 1903. In
1904 the fruit-growing area was about 14,000 acres and
production $6oo,ooo. T he first gold. medal for the
premier award for a fruit exhibit was made in 1904 by
the Royal Horticultural Society of London, England,
and since then there has been a constant repetition of
prize-winnings.

VALLEY OF THE OKANAGAN.

O

KANAGAN Lake lies at an altitude of l,130
feet above sea-level, being the principal of the
chain of lakes reaching to the border. Dog Lake is
3J/i miles south of this lake at altitude of l,l 16 feet.
The Okanagan River, emptying from this lake, runs in
a series of rapids known as Okanagan Falls to Vaseaux
Lake, south of which it runs fairly swiftly in a tortuous course to Osoyoos Lake, altitude 905 feet, which
stretches to the boundary. The sheltered va!J.ey, with
its various tributary valleys radiating from it, cons ist
in the main of valley lands of varying width, with
benches at vary ing altitudes; some low benches stretching a considerable distance, notably in the Kelowna
District, from the lake. T he district in the main is a

wide stretch of plateau, large areas grassy and others
with scattered timber, plentifully watered by lakes,
rivers, and small er streams, and presenting the diversified aspect of broad meadow reaches, fertile bottoms,
orchard-clothed benches, and hilly pasture.

FRUIT LANDS AT A PREMIUM.

W

ITH the development of fruit-growing, su.i table
lands have long since been at a premium, and
subdivision of the larger holdings, which has been
going on for a number of years, bas resulted in the
development of a considerable area in orchard properties of from IO to 20 acres. Extensive irrigation
systems have been installed in various portions of the
district, rendering available for horticulture large areas
otherwise arid and uncultivated. The fruit-growing
areas have naturally tended to group themselves around
convenient supply and distributing points, and the
result has been the building-up of a number of rapidly
growing towns and cities, with whjcl1 the new townsite of Oliver is expected to vie.
!fi

!fi

" Where apples grow best, man lives best."

