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Introduction

In April 1999 the Ombudsman released Public Report No. 38 Righting the Wrong:
The Confinement of the Sons of Freedom Doukhobor Children. Many of the
Sons of Freedom Doukhobors, who as children had been confined in an institution
located at New Denver, BC, requested that the Ombudsman investigate their
allegations of maltreatment. They alleged that as a result of their removal from
their families they had suffered losses on a number of levels including: loss of love,
nurturing, guidance, and childhood; loss of privacy, dignity, self-respect, and
individuality; and loss of civil liberties. In addition, some former residents alleged
physical and psychological maltreatment and unacceptable living conditions. The
Ombudsman concluded that these complaints were substantiated.
When Righting the Wrong was publicly released, government had not yet
articulated its response to the findings and recommendations of the Report.
Righting the Wrong acknowledged that government required an appropriate period
of time in which to formulate its response. The Ombudsman wrote:
I have chosen to give government the opportunity to prepare
its response separately from this Report. Government has had
sufficient notice of the contents of this Report for it to be made
public. Given the complexities of the issues raised, it is
reasonable to give government time to respond in a manner it
considers appropriate.
The purpose of this Report is to inform the public of the steps that government has
taken, thus far, to address the five recommendations contained in Righting the
Wrong.
I had meetings with government officials in the fall of 1999 to discuss the Report.
In March 2000, I wrote to the Premier to request a formal response from
government to the five recommendations. Following this correspondence, my
Office participated in a series of meetings with senior government officials to
discuss how government might address the recommendations. As a result of such
a meeting in June 2000 with the Deputy Attorney General, government agreed to
meet with a representative group of former New Denver residents who had made
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complaints to the Ombudsman. The meeting was held in July 2000. The Deputy
Attorney General advised me that government was willing to discuss how it might
respond to Ombudsman Recommendation #2.
2. Provide the complainants with as full and adequate an
explanation as is reasonable and appropriate, given the
passage of time, for why, as children, they were
apprehended and confined in New Denver.
In November 2000, government arranged for a meeting with the former residents
to discuss the issues raised in Righting the Wrong. All former New Denver
residents were invited to attend this meeting. Following the November 2, 2000
meeting the Deputy Attorney General sent a letter to the former New Denver
residents inviting them to identify how government could provide support for
projects which might serve as a proper legacy for the community. In March 2001
another meeting was held with some of the former residents to discuss potential
means of acknowledging the experience as children of the former residents of
New Denver.
On October 9, 2001 the Honourable Geoff Plant, Attorney General wrote to me to
summarize the efforts taken by the Ministry of Attorney General on behalf of
government. The correspondence is attached as an appendix. In summary,
government has funded meetings of the former residents to enable them to discuss
how the Ombudsman’s recommendations might be realized. Government has also
assisted the former residents to establish a contact list of all former residents and
have covered the cost of surveying the former residents regarding how to resolve
outstanding issues for this community. Counselling support services are in place for
former residents and their families.
Righting the Wrong contained five recommendations. The recommendations were
as follows:
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Recommendations

That the Attorney General, on behalf of the government
1. Provide a clear acknowledgement that the government was wrong in the
manner in which it apprehended and confined the children of the Sons of
Freedom Doukhobors in the New Denver institution.
2. Provide the complainants with as full and adequate an explanation as is
reasonable and appropriate, given the passage of time, for why, as children,
they were apprehended and confined in New Denver.
3. Make an unconditional, clear and public apology to the complainants on behalf
of the government, in the Legislative Assembly, for the means by which they
were apprehended and for their confinement in New Denver. The essential
elements of the apology include:
• an acknowledgement by government that the children were, by being
institutionalized in New Denver, treated unfairly and unjustly both as a
group and as individuals, and that harm resulted;
• a full and comprehensive explanation of why the children were
institutionalized and detained in New Denver;
• acknowledgement that the harm was not intended and that the
government expresses regret for the harm done; and
• a clear statement that government offers reparation for the harm done.
4. Consult with the complainants as a collective to determine the means by which
they want to be heard, and the appropriate form of compensation. The
consultation will:
• instruct government as to the manner by which compensation will be
provided and designed for both individuals and the group;
• enable the complainants to construct the way in which compensation
and support should be dealt with, to enable them to make choices and to
heal; and
• be designed in such a way as to avoid any third party that is neither a
complainant nor part of the group of complainants nor part of
government being responsible for the design of the form of redress.
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Status of Recommendations

5. Refer this Report to the Commanding Officer E Division and urge him to
consider the role of the RCMP in the matter and the appropriate action to
take.
As of the date of this Report, the status of the Recommendations is as follows:
Recommendation #1: This recommendation has not been
implemented. Government has not provided a clear
acknowledgement that it was wrong in the manner in which it
apprehended and confined the children of the Sons of Freedom
Doukhobors in the New Denver institution.
Recommendation #2: This recommendation has been partially
implemented. Government has attempted to provide an explanation
for why the children were apprehended and confined.
Government has provided an historical background to Sons of
Freedom Doukhobor complainants in order to put the issues
into context.
Recommendation #3: This recommendation has been partially
implemented. Government has not made an unconditional, clear
and public apology to the former New Denver residents in the
Legislative Assembly. Having said this, elements of this
recommendation have been addressed. In a November 22, 2000
letter written to former residents of New Denver, the Deputy
Attorney General expressed regret for “what happened to you and
your families”.
Recommendation #4: This recommendation has been partially
implemented. A number of meetings have been held to address this
recommendation. Government has commenced a process of
consultation with former residents of New Denver. While
expectations regarding the outcome of these consultations
undoubtedly differ among the parties, I am hopeful that ongoing
consultations will eventually produce a mutually satisfactory
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outcome. Government has heard proposals from former New
Denver residents for legacies in the form of commemorative art, an
oral history project, and curriculum development. I encourage
government and the former New Denver residents to continue to
work toward a mutually agreeable resolution that properly
embodies the spirit of this recommendation.
Recommendation #5: This recommendation has been fully
implemented. A copy of Righting the Wrong was provided to the
Commanding Officer RCMP E Division.
On April 4, 2001 some former residents of New Denver announced their intention
to file a lawsuit against the Government of British Columbia. As the Ombudsman,
it is not my role to comment on such actions. However, in his October 9, 2001
letter to me, the Attorney General stated: “It is my position that ongoing meetings
and discussions with the former residents can continue and are independent of legal
action”.

I remain
optimistic that
this ongoing
process will
lead to the full
implementation
of all of the
outstanding
recommendations
contained in
Righting the
Wrong

While the response by government to date does not fully address the
recommendations in Public Report No. 38, I am pleased with the efforts undertaken
by government officials to explore creative means of addressing the outstanding
recommendations. I remain optimistic that this ongoing process will lead to the full
implementation of all of the outstanding recommendations contained in Righting the
Wrong. I intend to continue to monitor and report publicly on the progress of the
Ombudsman’s recommendations.

Howard Kushner
Ombudsman, Province of British Columbia
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outcome. Government has heard proposals from former New
Denver residents for legacies in the form of commemorative art, an
oral history project, and curriculum development. I encourage
government and the former New Denver residents to continue to
work toward a mutually agreeable resolution that properly
embodies the spirit of this recommendation.
Recommendation #5: This recommendation has been fully
implemented. A copy of Righting the Wrong was provided to the
Commanding Officer RCMP E Division.
On April 4, 2001 some former residents of New Denver announced their intention
to file a lawsuit against the Government of British Columbia. As the Ombudsman,
it is not my role to comment on such actions. However, in his October 9, 2001
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Status of Recommendations

5. Refer this Report to the Commanding Officer E Division and urge him to
consider the role of the RCMP in the matter and the appropriate action to
take.
As of the date of this Report, the status of the Recommendations is as follows:
Recommendation #1: This recommendation has not been
implemented. Government has not provided a clear
acknowledgement that it was wrong in the manner in which it
apprehended and confined the children of the Sons of Freedom
Doukhobors in the New Denver institution.
Recommendation #2: This recommendation has been partially
implemented. Government has attempted to provide an explanation
for why the children were apprehended and confined.
Government has provided an historical background to Sons of
Freedom complainants in order to put the issues into context.
Recommendation #3: This recommendation has been partially
implemented. Government has not made an unconditional, clear
and public apology to the former New Denver residents in the
Legislative Assembly. Having said this, elements of this
recommendation have been addressed. In a November 22, 2000
letter written to former residents of New Denver, the Deputy
Attorney General expressed regret for what happened to you and
your family members.
Recommendation #4: This recommendation has been partially
implemented. A number of meetings have been held to address this
recommendation. Government has commenced a process of
consultation with former residents of New Denver. While
expectations regarding the outcome of these consultations
undoubtedly differ among the parties, I am hopeful that ongoing
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complaints to the Ombudsman. The meeting was held in July 2000. The Deputy
Attorney General advised me that government was willing to discuss how it might
respond to Ombudsman Recommendation #2.
2. Provide the complainants with as full and adequate an
explanation as is reasonable and appropriate, given the
passage of time, for why, as children, they were
apprehended and confined in New Denver.
In November 2000, government arranged for a meeting with the former residents
to discuss the issues raised in Righting the Wrong. All former New Denver
residents were invited to attend this meeting. Following the November 2, 2000
meeting the Deputy Attorney General sent a letter to the former New Denver
residents inviting them to identify how government could provide support for
projects which might serve as a proper legacy for the community. In March 2001
another meeting was held with some of the former residents to discuss potential
means of acknowledging the experience as children of the former residents of
New Denver.
On October 9, 2001 the Honourable Geoff Plant, Attorney General wrote to me to
summarize the efforts taken by the Ministry of Attorney General on behalf of
government. The correspondence is attached as an appendix. In summary,
government has funded meetings of the former residents to enable them to discuss
how the Ombudsman s recommendations might be realized. Government has also
assisted the former residents to establish a contact list of all former residents and
have covered the cost of surveying the former residents regarding how to resolve
outstanding issues for this community. Counselling support services are in place for
former residents and their families.
Righting the Wrong contained five recommendations. The recommendations were
as follows:
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Introduction

In April 1999 the Ombudsman released Public Report No. 38 Righting the Wrong:
The Confinement of the Sons of Freedom Doukhobor Children. Many of the
Sons of Freedom Doukhobors, who as children had been confined in an institution
located at New Denver, BC, requested that the Ombudsman investigate their
allegations of maltreatment. They alleged that as a result of their removal from
their families they had suffered losses on a number of levels including: loss of love,
nurturing, guidance, and childhood; loss of privacy, dignity, self—respect, and
individuality; and loss of civil liberties. In addition, some former residents alleged
physical and psychological maltreatment and unacceptable living conditions. The
Ombudsman concluded that these complaints were substantiated.
When Righting the Wrong was publicly released, government had not yet
articulated its response to the findings and recommendations of the Report.
Righting the Wrong acknowledged that government required an appropriate period
of time in which to formulate its response. The Ombudsman wrote:
I have chosen to give government the opportunity to prepare
its response separately from this Report. Government has had
sufficient notice of the contents of this Report for it to be made
public. Given the complexities of the issues raised, it is
reasonable to give government time to respond in a manner it
considers appropriate.
The purpose of this Report is to inform the public of the steps that government has
taken, thus far, to address the five recommendations contained in Righting the
Wrong.
I had meetings with government officials in the fall of 1999 to discuss the Report.
In March 2000, I wrote to the Premier to request a formal response from
government to the five recommendations. Following this correspondence, my
Office participated in a series of meetings with senior government officials to
discuss how government might address the recommendations. As a result of such
a meeting in June 2000 with the Deputy Attorney General, government agreed to
meet with a representative group of former New Denver residents who had made

16

Righting the Wrong: A Progress Report

Ombudsman, Province of British Columbia

1

17.5x11.5 - 8.5x11 saddle stitch

Ombudsman, Province of British Columbia

17

Victoria Mailing Address:
PO Box 9039 STN PROV GOVT
Victoria BC V8W 9A5

Victoria Office Location:
3rd Floor — 931 Fort Street
Victoria BC

Vancouver Office Location and
Mailing Address:
2nd Floor — 1111 Melville Street
Vancouver BC V6E 3V6

Telephone:
Toll free:
Victoria:
TTY:
Victoria TTY:
Vancouver TTY:

1–800–567–3247
250–387–5855
1–800–667–1303
250–387–5446
604–660–1895

Fax:
Victoria:
Vancouver:

250–387–0198
604–660–1691

Or visit our website at:
http://www.ombudsman.bc.ca

