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CONSTRUCTION OVERVIEW
February 0 9

TransLink’s Golden Ears Bridge project consists of a one-kilometre main bridge, 14 kilometres of associated approaches and
roadway, and upgrades to 11.5 kilometres of municipal and provincial roadway. The project creates a new six-lane link between
communities on the north and south sides of the Fraser River. Survey work for the bridge and road system started in February,
2006, and construction was officially launched with a public event on June 27, 2006.
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The Golden Ears Bridge

Associated roads and structures

>> T here are four bridge piers in the river. The piers support
eight bridge towers, or pylons, which rise to a height of
80 metres above normal river levels. The bridge deck is
40 metres above the river.

>> T he Golden Ears Bridge and associated roads and
structures will be operated as a single system, extending
from the 128 Avenue/210 Street intersection in Maple
Ridge to 176 Street in Surrey.

>> 1
 60 stay cables, each between 30 metres and 128 metres
in length, hold the deck in place. Each stay cable is 20
centimetres in diameter and contains more than 50
strands. If the cables were laid end to end, the resulting
cable would be approximately 8.5 kilometres long.

>> T here are 3.5 kilometres of minor bridges, ramps,
viaducts and underpasses along the route.

>> T he bed of the Fraser River is made of soft clay. In
response, the bridge foundations were bored to an
average depth of 90 metres below the river bottom.
>> T he 18-tonne reinforced concrete deck panels for the
bridge’s driving surface vary in length between 6.1
and 6.4 metres. They are 4.55 metres in width, and 25
centimetres thick. There are 792 panels beneath the
vehicle lanes on the bridge.
>> A
 50-millimetre concrete overlay will cover the deck
panels to create the driving surface on the bridge.
>> T here are 396 reinforced concrete panels beneath the
pedestrian/cycling sidewalks on the bridge. The standard
dimension for these is 4.55 metres in length and 2.8
metres in width.

>> M
 ore than 6 kilometres of new pathway have
been constructed along the mainline for cyclists
and pedestrians.
>> T he improved roadways belonging to local municipalities
or the Ministry of Transportation will be handed back to
those jurisdictions as the project ends.

The Golden Ears Bridge is a TransLink initiative: for
project information, visit www.TransLink.bc.ca/
GoldenEarsBridge. For more information on
construction, visit www.GoldenEarsBridge.ca.
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Access to the bridge from Langley is via the 201 Street
on ramp; the Langley off ramp from the bridge lands on
199A Street.
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TransLink’s Golden Ears Bridge is a six-lane, one-kilometre
span with facilities for cyclists and pedestrians on each side
of the vehicle lanes.
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The 113B Avenue off-ramp provides access to west Maple
Ridge and south Pitt Meadows.
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The Meadowtown viaduct crosses both the CP railway tracks
and the Lougheed Highway, and elevates the roadway over
the sensitive Katzie Slough. The Maple Meadows Way off ramp
provides links east and west; there are also on and off ramps at
the Lougheed Highway interchange.

The landscaped, four-lane Golden Ears Route passes
through Surrey’s Port Kells industrial district, with a 192
Street intersection providing a connection to the TransCanada Highway.
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The Golden Ears Route passes under the Trans-Canada
Highway and ends at 176 Street south of the Trans Canada,
improving the connection between Golden Ears Bridge host
communities and the United States border.
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The Abernethy Connector provides a connection to northern
arterial routes in Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows.

