Sustainable Transportation
Innovation for the Future

British Columbia, building on its environmental and economic leadership, is committed to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) by 33 per cent below 2007 levels by 2020. Transportation is the
leading contributor to B.C.’s greenhouse gas emissions, accounting for approximately 36 per cent
of the total in 2006. Actions undertaken for reduction are focused in three key areas: decreasing
the number of kilometres driven per person, reducing the carbon content of fuels, and improving
vehicles’ efficiency and emissions.

Low Carbon Fuel requirement
The Greenhouse Gas Reduction (Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements) Act enables B.C.
to adopt a low-carbon fuel standard requiring fuel distributors to measure the average carbon intensity of their transportation fuels and reduce it by at least 10 per cent by 2020. Industry will be able
to decide how best to meet the standard. The Renewable Fuel Requirements Regulation requires
five per cent renewable content in total fuel sales in B.C. in 2010.
Community Planning and Infrastructure
Investments in Community Action on Energy and Emissions focuses on community planning and
policy to reduce emissions and support energy efficiency and clean energy. The Local Government
Act authorizes and encourages regional and local governments to co-ordinate land use and
transportation planning in Regional Growth Strategies and Official Community Plans.
Vehicle Emissions Standards
The Greenhouse Gas Reduction (Vehicle Emissions Standards) Act sets vehicle GHG emission
standards equivalent to those laid out in California’s 2004 regulation. These new standards are
expected to reduce personal vehicle GHG emissions in B.C. by 30 per cent compared to most 2005
models. This will eliminate approximately one million tonnes of GHG emissions annually by 2016 the equivalent of taking 233,000 vehicles off the road.
Green Highway
B.C. is working with other jurisdictions to develop a network of fuelling points for clean fuel vehicles.
This network will build on B.C.’s leading Hydrogen Highway TM to include plug-in electric vehicle
charging, and clean fuels that support reduced emissions.
Plug-In electric Vehicle Program
The B.C. Plug-In Electric Vehicle Program is a multi-agency program that supports five key areas:
vehicle deployment, charging infrastructure, technical studies, policy development and outreach,
and marketing. Plug-in electric vehicles are deployed across B.C. and charging infrastructure is
being developed based on guidelines developed by government, utilities and industry.

British Columbia Incentive Highlights

b.C. Initiatives

• Investments of $14 billion in public transportation under the Provincial Transit Plan.
• Investments of $10 million to support the production of liquid biofuels with demonstrated low
greenhouse gas emissions.

• A $31 million Bike BC program to build and improve cycling infrastructure.
• Infrastructure investments in pedestrian paths.

		
• Scrap-It Program incentives of up to $2,250 to stop using older inefficient vehicles.
Visit www.scrapit.ca for more information.

• Public information campaign on how to save fuel and reduce emissions.
Tax incentives

• Provincial Sales Tax (PST) reduction for:
• hydrogen fuel cell buses of 50 per cent of the tax payable up to a maximum of $10,000.
• alternative fuel shuttle buses of 50 per cent of the tax payable to a maximum of $5,000 and 		
		 alternative fuel passenger buses of 50 per cent of the tax payable to a maximum of $10,000.
• certain conventional fuel efficient vehicles that meet the fuel efficiency criteria set out in the 		
		 federal government’s ecoAuto rebate program. The tax reduction is $1,000, $1,500, or $2,000,
		 and is based on fuel efficiency and vehicle type.
• hybrid electric vehicles of 100 per cent of the tax payable up to a maximum of $2,000.
• electric motorcycles of 50 per cent of the tax payable to a maximum of $10,000.

• Provincial Sales Tax (PST) exemption for:
• kits to convert vehicles to operate on natural gas or propane or to operate exclusively on
		 electricity.
• certain aerodynamic devices purchased for use on commercial motor vehicles.

• The renewable fuel portion of the biodiesel and ethanol blends are classified as alternative motor
fuel and are exempt from the motor fuel and carbon tax.

USEFUL WEB LINKS
LiveSmart on the Road www.livesmartbc.ca/transportation/index.html
Government of Canada EcoACTION www.ecoaction.gc.ca/index-eng.cfm
Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources www.empr.gov.bc.ca/EAED/Pages/default.aspx
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