When it comes to fuel consumption,
energy conservation, design
engineering, recovery of waste, the
products we sell and the services we
offer, an efﬁcient, smooth-running
operation almost always means less
environmental impact.
It turns out that what’s good for
our business is also good for the
environment. And that’s good for
all of us.

Setting Course... in
the Right Direction
At BC Ferries, we’re doing more than just ensuring
environmental standards are maintained. With
the responsibility of running a ferry system
comes the opportunity to make a real difference
to the environment in which we operate. It’s an
opportunity we welcome.
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At BC Ferries, we conduct more than
500 sailings every day. It’s important
to do it right.
Safety comes ﬁrst. But minimizing
the impact on our natural
environment is just as important.
It’s a responsibility we take seriously.

We’re investing in new vessels,
upgrading our ﬂeet and improving
our terminals every day. With
each improvement we make, we’re
including speciﬁc measures to lessen
our impact on the environment.
For example,
>> We use low sulphur fuel on all of
our ships and are actively exploring the use
of alternative fuels, such as biodiesel.
>> We’ve undertaken an anti-idling campaign
at our terminals and onboard our vessels to
encourage our customers to reduce vehicle
exhaust emissions.
>> We’re replacing gasoline-fueled company
vehicles with propane- and electric-powered
vehicles at our terminals.

>> We’ve replaced chemical cleaning products with
more environmentally-friendly alternatives.
>> We recycle beverage containers, plastics,
cardboard, newsprint, used cooking oil, and spent
ﬂuorescent tubes and batteries, not just onboard
our vessels, but at our terminals and other
building facilities as well.
>> We divert approximately 1,900 kg of compostable
material from the landﬁll every week through
our organic composting program.
>> We collect oily wastes and spent solvents
and paints for safe processing and disposal by
certiﬁed companies.
>> We test sewage efﬂuent from vessels ﬁtted with
onboard marine sanitation devices and have
our shore-based sewage treatment systems
monitored monthly.

Blue, White & Green
New vessels and upgraded terminals give us the
opportunity to further reduce our environmental
footprint.
Take our three new Super C-class ferries. They’re
designed to exceed the environmental standards set
by the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
and the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
In addition, other highlights include:
>> They’re among the most advanced marine vessels
in the world when it comes to energy consumption.
>> Each vessel has its own onboard sewage treatment
plant.
>> The ships are ﬁtted with sophisticated power
management systems, so if the load is
light, only three of the four main engines
are engaged.
>> The hull and propulsion systems are designed for
peak energy efﬁciency.
>> Heat from the engine is captured and used to warm
passenger spaces and hot water, eliminating the
need for large boilers.
>> Light Emitting Diodes (LED) in the engine rooms
and on the vehicle decks use less energy and last
many times longer than conventional lights.
>> Rainwater and oil are collected from the
vehicle decks and then treated to reduce their
environmental impact.
>> Wet and dry garbage is collected onboard and
sorted for recycling and composting.

